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TOP BANDS PROFIT BY WAR 





Prohibition’s Return Held Possible, | 


Michigan Night Club Men Warned 








Detroit, March 24. 

‘If drinking is shown to interfere 
with war production, Prohibition 
will return to America,’ James D. 
Dotsch, member of the Michigan 
Liquor Control Commission, warned 
$00 night club and tavern keepers 
at a mass meeting here. The Com- 
mission has been particularly active 
throughout the state, with its major 
armament program, in cleaning up 
floor shows and laying down sharp 
restrictions where war workers are 
concerned. 

Dotsch pointed out that recent 
national polls of public opinion had 
shown an alarming increase in dry 
sentiment throughout the country, 
with a major poll showing that 36% 
of the people now favored Prohibi- 
tion, adding ‘that nobody thought it 
would happen during the last war, 
but it did.’ 

In warning the clubs and taverns 
to keep their noses clean, Dotsch 
said, ‘We are at war and the Ameri- 

(Continued on page 23) 





Hotel Roofs Uncertain 


On Operations Under 
Air Raid Conditions 


Hotel roof niteries, which start 
looking ahead around this time, area 
bit uncertain about things, what with 
possible air-raids, Some are totally 
indifferent, such as the Rainbow 
Room, in the heart of Radio City 
and a natural target for the air. That 
goes also for the Hotel Astor, in the 
heart of Times Sq., which is already 


publicizing the return of Tommy 
Dorsey. 





But other hostelries are uncertain. 
The St. Regis is not sure whether 
its Viennese Roof will reopen, and 
is even thinking of continuing its 
Iridium Room all summe 


: ; r, plus pos- 
sibly using the basement Maisonette 
_— as an air -raid - sheltered 
litery, ' 


There is nothing official from the 
authorities about summertime roof 
entertainment, but the grapevine is 
that, if and when an aerial attack is 
attempted, ‘it would be wise not to 


congregate ople i 
rants’ people in roof restau- 


GUITRY PRODUCING 
FILM ON NAPOLEON 


Vichy, March 24. 
Strange Destiny of Desire 
“coi. Sacha Guitry film based on 
2g e of Napoleon, is before the 
re as in a Paris studio. The facts 
Close to history; no attempts at 


any Hitlerian : 
tone. Napoleonesque ambi- 


Gab 
with 





‘The 
Clavel,’ 


y Morlay shares stellar billing 
Guitry. 


4 
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- Glad Like Mad 


There’s nothing the matter 
with New York nitery business 
that a little favorable war news 
couldn’t cure. But so far it’s 
blah, the income taxitis reflex 
being one factor, and a general 
yen to stay home these days. 

‘But let MacArthur turn a 
neat trick or two, ad boy, will 
they start being g'ad like mad,’ 
to quote one boniface. 


No Pulitzer Prize 
For Drama Seen 


Possible This Yr. 


With the deadline this season for 
the Pulitzer Prize awards having 
been passed, Broadway is wonder- 
ing whether the committee will pass 
up making a drama citation for 1941- 
42. Idea that the committee may 
rate it a passed season is based on 
the theory that few plays of dra- 
matic substance have been pre- 
sented. Pulitzer committee, how- 
ever, in the past has plucked some 
obscurities for the honor. 

Straight-ptay standouts so far this 
season are ‘Junior Miss’ and ‘Blithe 
Spirit,’ with the latter ‘not eligible 
because of foreign authorship (Noel 
Coward). Both are comedies but 
the award went to at least one play 

(Continued on page 52) 


$112,420 CRAWFORD 
CHECK FOR RED CROS 

















eae a . ag ™ oA 
Hollywood, March 24. 


Hollywood raised $526,768 for the | 


Red Cross drive, which topped any 
previous collection by the industry 
for any charity. Despite the new 
high mark, Los Angeles was the only 
big city to fall short of its quota. 


Largest donation was from Joan 
Crawford, who turned over her $112,- 
420 check, received from Columbia 
Pictures for her work in ‘He Kissed 
the Bride.’ Cary Grant’s $25,000 was 
second highest. 





KAYE’S TRAILER 


Danny Kaye, selling defense 
stamps in a booth at Macy’s, N. Y. 
last week, felt that business was not 
all it should be. Whereupon he let 
out at the top of his lungs with: 
‘Stop that thief.’ 

‘Stop that thief—Hitler. Buy de- 
fense stamps,’ Kaye continued as the 
mob gathered ’round. Biz shot right 





up. 
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UAVIVAL UF 
THE FITTEST 


Recordings Mean Everything 
Today, but Shellac and 
Other Stocks Are Forcing 
Arbitrary Selection of 
Who May Cut Platters— 
Draft Puts Premium on 
Remaining Musicians 








NEW BANDS’ FUTURE? 





dance orchestras developed of im- 
portance for the duration. It now 
appears that the present top bands 
and the group just below that cate- 
gory will be frozen until the halt of 
hostilities. The 30 to 40 in that 
group, and the comparatively few 
new outfits that have already cre- 
ated a demand for their work, will 
sop up the gravy of a quickening en- 
(Continued on page 22) 


M’ ARTHUR UPS 
MELBOURNE 
THEATRES 


Melbourne, March 24. 

Ovation given Gen. Douglas Mac- 
Arthur when he arrived here last 
week from Adelaide was reflected in 
an upswing in show business, with 
downtown sections packed. 

Local cinemas, as well as those in 
|Sydney and other key cities, have 
‘been using all available newsreels 
| and other film material on Mac- 














'Arthur with terrific audi reac- 
| tion being a big factor in the box- 
office draw. Many Aussie newsreel 
units put out special issues on the 
MacArthur appointment to com- 
mand United Nations forces in the 


(Continued on page 52) 


MENTION TOM CONNORS 
TO SUCCEED SID KENT 


Election of a president of 20th Cen- 
tury-Fox to succeed the late Sidney 
R. Kent is held likely within the 
next few weeks, since his death va- 
cates the second top executive post 
in the corporation. Chairmanship 
of the board of directors has been 
unfilled since Joseph M. Schenck 
resigned the position a year ago. 

Control of the board is balanced 
between the heavy stock ownership 

(Continued on page 53) 
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There probably will be few new’ 





Too Close 


Lima, O., March 24. 

Proprietors of establishments 
having juke boxes who were re- 
cently taxed by City Council $15 
a year on each machine and an 
additional $1 on each table-side 
coin box have developed a dis- 
like for a certain tune. 

To them it sounds like ‘Deep 
in the Heart of TAXES,’ 


Bway Theatres 
All Set in Case 
Of a Blackout 


With a blackout imminent in New 
York City, the Times Square de luxe 
theatres have quickly prepared them- 
selves for such an eventuality, while 
meantime consideration is being 
given to chandeliers -that could be 
highly dangerous in case of a bomb- 
ing. 

Virtually all downtown picture 
houses have been equipped with 
blackout curtains, most of them dur- 
ing the past week, but in the neigh- 
borhoods or in outlying towns man- 
agers have done little, which gives 

(Continued on page 53) 


FLOCK OF ‘TOUGHER’ 
WAR PIX ON THE WAY 


The film industry is watching 
closely for the boxoffice reaction to 
a string of so-called ‘bitter war films’ 
shortly to hit the theatres. These 
features, which are reputed to pic- 
ture the Japs and Nazis as reported 
| from actual zone of operations, are 
packed with the facts of life. There 
are hints in the east that several 
likely will contain more s.a. angles 
than ordinarily permitted under the 
Haysian code, being linked up with 
recent atrocity stories coming in 
from Poland, Russia and the Far 
East. 


Group of films which are said not 
to pull any punches include - ‘Re- 
member Pearl Harbor,’ ‘Flying 
Tigers’ and several stressing the 
exploits of the British Commandos. 


FREEDLEY, WB PRODUCER 
Hollywood, March 24. 

Vinton Freedley, the Broadway 
musicomedy impresario, has been 
signed by Warners and is due in two 
weeks to start production of a mu- 
sical. 

In the cast will be Ann Sheridan, 
Joan Leslie, Dennis Morgan and 
Irene Morgan. 
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Berlin’s Revived Yip Yip Yaphank’ 
Aims for $250,000 for Army Relief 


Washington, March 24. 
Revival of the World War I all- 
soldier musical comedy, ‘Yip, Yip, 
Yaphank,’ will be undertaken by 
Irving Berlin, the War Department 
announced today (24). 


Opening on Broadway in May, with 
receipts going to the Army Relief, a 
quasi-official agency caring for 
soldiers and their dependents, new 
version of ‘Yip, Yip, Yaphank’ will 
be christened ‘This is the Army.’ 
Berlin will be the only member of 
the cast who will not be a doughboy, 
but he'll wear his sergeant’s uniform 
and sing his 1918 hit, ‘Oh How I 
Hate to Get Up in the Morning,’ in 
the show. 


Author of ‘God Bless America’ 
wrote and produced the original 
show in 1918 while a sergeant at 
Camp Upton, L. L 

When the new show completes its 
run it will be filmed, the War De- 
partment has stated. 

Berlin’s Bow to War Dept. 

Berlin’s intimates have known of 

(Continued on page 53) 


Benny Concludes It’s 
Too Tough to Broadcast 
To Soldiers—and Homes 


Holiywood, March 24. 

Jack Benny will continue to do 
camp shows, but no more Sunday 
broadcasts from cantonments or 
bases. .He believes it takes him and 
his writers ‘out of the groove’ and 
makes it difficult to get back again, 

Benny finds it difficult to entertain 
soldiers and home folks from the 
same script. As an alternative he 
will make as many camp shows as 
possible between picture commit- 
ments and broadcasts. 


BETTER BREAKS FOR 
NEGROES IN H’WOOD 


Milwaukee, March 24. 

Negroes are to be given an in- 
creasingly prominent part in pic- 
tures, it was revealed here by Wal- 
ter White, executive secretary of the 
National Association for the Ad- 
vancement of Colored People, whose 
recent transcontinental trip with 
Wendell Willkie included the Mo- 
tion Picture Academy Award dinner 
in Hollywood, _ 

He asserted that Darryl Zanuck 
and other production chiefs had 
promised a more honest portrayal of 
the Negro henceforth, using them 
not only as red-caps, porters and in 
other menial roles, but in all the 
parts they play in the nation’s every- 
day life. 

One instance of the ‘fair play’ at- 
titude is the report that the life of 
Paul Robeson, the Negro baritone, is 
being considered for filming by two 
Hollywood companies. 
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Eddie Cantor Marks 25th Year in 


Musical Comedy 








By ABEL GREEN 

Yesterday (Tuesday) midday on 
the stage of the Hollywood theatre, 
on Broadway and 5lst street, Eddie 
Cantor celebrated his 25th anniver- 
gary as a musicomedy star (‘Banjo 
Eyes’) in the company of yesteryear | 
Ziegfeld cronies—songsmiths, show- | 





girls, et al—and concluded that his | 
Broadway orbit hadn't just been lim- | 
ited to moving from Broadway and | 
42d street (New Amsterdam, where | 
he started for Ziegfeld in the 1917 | 
Follies’) to 51st street. Oh no. Much 
more has transpired in those 25 vears. 

Cantor has plenty to say. about the 
transition of American comedy, 
Broadway stage comedians, general 
show trends, the national morale, etc. 
For one thing, he chided American 
stage producers for being behind 
times so rar as the talen they ‘pre- 


sent’ is concerned; and also the 
American public which supports 
both. 


Much has happened in a quarter- 
of-a-century. American audiences 
are more liberal in their acceptances; 
more intelligent in their standards. 
Whether two wars, or radio, or more 

(Continued on page 55) 


Fischer's Vande 
Revival Hitting 
$75,000, 2d Week 


Clifford C..Fischer’s ‘Priorities of. 
1942’ definitely entered hit classifi- 
¢cation last week, the second for the 
vaudeville revival at the 46th Street 
theatre, N. Y., with grosses up $3,000 
from the initial stanza. B.o. jumped 
from $22,000 the first week to a likely 
$25,000 this week. 

Remaining the major problem are 
the daily matinees. They’re running 
only 50-75% of capacity during the 
week, although selling out weekends. 
Current grosses are giving the trio 
of comedy stars, Willie Howard, Phil 
Baker and Lou Holtz, around $2,000 
a week each, as they are in on a per- 
centage. 


Colorful Pre-Prohibition 
Era Recalled by Death 
Of Jacques Bustanoby 


Death of Jacques Bustanoby at 62 














with Reminiscences 


CHAPLIN’S $44,532 
U.S. TAX DEFICIENCY 


A deficiency in the income tax of 
Charles Chaplin of $44,532, repre- 





| senting divideads on 334 shares of 


stock of United Artists, must be re- 
computed in accordance with a deci- 
sion of the U.S. Board of Tax Ap- 
peals. Opinion grows ot of a deter- 
mination by the Commissioner of In- 
ternal Revenue that there was a 
deficiency in Chaplin’s income tax 
for 1935 in the amount of $65,208, 
whereas Chaplin claims an overpay- 
ment of $24,938. 

The $44,532 represents accumiii- 
lated dividends of UA released from 
escrow and paid over to petitioner 
in 1935. Chaplin claimed that the 
amcunts set aside in each year were 
not true dividends, whereas in the 
majority opinion of the U. 5S. Board 
of Tax Appeals it is declarel that 
if this were true ‘then it would seem 
that the action of the corporacion in 
the taxable year, making them un- 
conditionally available to petitioner 
(Chaplin), was tantamount to the 
ceclaration and payment by the cor- 
poration of a dividend in the aggre- 
pate amount cf 344,532 upon che 334 
shares which petitioner had _ re- 
ceived.’ 


‘In either event’, the opinion 
reads, ‘we are of the opinion that 
the amount was received as divi- 
dends from a domestic corporation 
which is subject to taxation.’ 


$224,135. 


Gene Autry Heading 
East With His Rodeo 


Cleveland, March 24. 


Six arena dates are signatured and 
set for Gene Autry’s new stream- 
lined rodeo, ‘Flying Ranch A Stam- 
pede,” which starts its eastern safari 
April 9-15 at Cleveland’s Arena 
operated by Al Sutphin. American 
Legion sponsorfng its local six-day 
visit, following break-in in Houston, 
Tex. 


From Cleveland the film cowboy 
star and his rodeo are galloping to 
Pittsburgh, Gardens, April 16-22; 
Philadelphia, Arena, April 24-30; 
Washington, D. C., Uline Arena, May 
2-10; New Haven, Arena, May 12-18; 
Providence, Rhode Island Audi- 
torium, May 20-26. 

Troupe probably will play several 
other stands on its way back to 
headquarters in town of Gene Au- 
try, Okla. 











on Monday (23) in New York, fol- 
lowing on the heels of Joe Pani’s 
demise within three weeks, removes 
almost the last of the great pre- 
Prohibition bonifaces. George Rec- 
tor, now an epicurean expert, food 
and wine taster and writer on gas- 
tronomic subjects, alone is left of 
the famed Rector’s, Churchills, 
Healy’s, Reisenweber’s, Shanley’s 
and Bustanoby’s tradition. 

Like Pani, who built Castles-by- 
the-Sea for Vetnon and Irene Castle 
at Long Beach, ong Island, and who 
later re-employed Rudolph Valen- 
tino at $1,500 a week after having 
him around his joints as a gigolo (as 
dancing partners were then called), 
Bustanoby pioneered what today 
are accepted cafe standards. 

When Bustanoby ran Soiree Ar- 
tistiques on Friday nights at his 
Beaux Arts room on West 40t! 


n 


street, N. Y., that was the forerunner | 
of today’s guest-nights and now con- | 


sidered more or less of a trade evil. 
Then Bustanoby got the cream of 
talent such as Anna Held, Blanche 
Ring, Lillian Russell, Bob Fitzsim- 
mons (who demonstrated his punch- 


(Continued on page 16) 


Red Skelton Renewed 


Chicago, March 24. 

Red Skelton will go along for an- 
other year on 119 NBC stations for 
the Brown & Williamson tobacco 
firm. Through the Russel Seeds 
agency, the program and period has 
been renewed effective April 28. This 
is for Raleigh cigarettes and tobacco. 

‘Plantation Party,’ for B. & W. 
Bugler tobacco, was also okayed for 
another year on NBC as of May 1. 
Also through the Seeds agency, this 
program is on 65 stations. 








Chaplin paid a tax for 1935 of | 

















Bonds cost as little as $18.75, 
stamps come as low as 10 
cents. Defense bonds and 
stamps can be bought at ail 
banks and postoffices, and 
stamps can also be purchased 
at retail stores. 


H'wood Notables 
Sky Into N. Y. for 
S. R. Kent Funeral 


By GEORGE FROST 
Airline travel took another up- 
swing this week at New York’s La- 
Guardia Field. 
The west to east travel lines toted 








/a goodly handful of film execs, most 


of whom came in for just a few days 
to pay their last respects to Sidney 
R. Kent. In the latter group were 
Tyrone Power, who American-Air- 
lined in from Chicago to act as a 
pall-bearer and was on his way back 
to the Windy City Monday (23) night; 
and Joe and Nick Schenck, George 


| Schaefer, Lieut.-Col. Darryl Zanuck 


and Charles Skouras, all of whom 
(Continued on page 55) 





CAROL BRUCE’S TILT 


Songstress Climbs from $150 to $1,600 
a Week in Cafes 





Two seasons ago, in her last New 
York nitery engagement, Fefe Ferry 
was paying Carol Bruce $150 a week 
at the Cafe Pierre, N. Y., and she 
was getting the same in ‘Louisiana 
Purchase,’ from whence she doubled. 
She returns to N. Y. niteries April 
5 at $1,000 for Monte Proser at the 
Copacabana, currently getting $1,250 
at the Chez Paree, Chicago. 

Incidentally, producer B. G. De- 
Sylva of the stage musical was then 
doing a burnup at her cafe doubling, 
but it was this spotlighting which 
got her a Universal contract, since 
abrogated. 











———— 








Prophetic Indeed 


George J. Atwell, the Rockefeller Center builder, has prepared cards, 
reprinting: This inscription is from the tombstone of St. Francis of 
Paula, 1416-1508, in Kirby Cemetery in Essex, England: 

When pictures look alive with movements free; 

When ships, like fishes, swim beneath the sea; 

When men outstripping birds shall scan the sky— 
Then half the world, deep-drenched in blood, shall die! 

Think of someone, 400 years ago, predicting what would happen at 
this date; but ali those things are here, as I take it . . . movies, Sub- 
marines and airplanes. 





George J. Atwell. 





THE BERLE-ING POINT 


By Milton Berle 








Hollywood, March 24. 

Went to a dude ranch for a holiday and had a million laughs—so did 
the horses when they spotted my outfit. 

Tried doggin’ steer. I leaped on his back, bore him to the ground by 
his horns, and as I lay panting on the ground, he whispered: ‘You're a 
mad, impetuous boy!’ 

Entered the lasso contest and did terrific for an amateur—I only roped 
‘myself three times. - 

Walked over to a fellow who took care of the horses and said, ‘Where 
do I room, groom?’ And he was so polite, he said, ‘In a bunk, punk.’ 

Walked over to a steer and started petting him. He turned to me and 
said, ‘Oh, no you don’t, you'll get your steaks somewhere else.’ 

Hollywoodiana 

Billy Curtis, the midget, has the Showboat fever in his veins so he’s 
planning to get a troupe together and play all the swimming pools in 
Hollywood in a canoe. 

The rubber shortage is murder for Hollywood writers. When they 
write a bad scene and can’t @uy an eraser to rub out the wordage, they 
leave it as is and it emerges as a “B” picture. 

Joan Davis says that summer is officially here in Hollywood. All the 
panhandlers have switched to grey flannels and berets. 

Nowadays, before a bandleader can go out with Lana Turner, he has 
to give her a musical audition and be a member in good standing at his 
local. 

Laird Cregar knows an actor who has such a bad case of insomnia he 
keeps his sleeping tablets awake. : 

Joe Frisco had a horrible dream the other night. 
he'd bet on won. 


He dreamt a horse 


Music Department 

Mack Gordon knows a composer of cowboy tunes who rides around on 
a horse and when he gets an idea for a song, taps it out on a portable 
piano built into the saddle. 

Have you heard what one of Bing Crosby’s horses said to his sweet- 
heart during a race: ‘I Don’t Want to Walk Without You Baby.’ 

Radio Department 

There’s a certain radio comedian who has a surefire way of testing eggs. 
He puts each gag in an incubator and if an egg hatches, discards it im- 
mediately. 

There’s No Truth to the Rumor: 

That the Mikado will make a good-will tour of the United States.... 
That Tommy Manville is forming a woman’s ambulance corps comprised 
of his former wives....That Steve Hannagan kired a press agent to exploit 
him....That Guy. Kibbee collects hair brushes for sentimental reasons.... 
That Carmen Miranda was ever seen in.a pair of low-heeled shoes. 

Hangnail Descriptions 

Eccentric Mystic: Queer-Seer . . Miner’s Outfit: Soot-suit . .. In- 

expensive Horror Actor: Cheap-creep . ». Jap Navy: A Beat-Fleet. 
Observation 

With gas rationing going into effect soon, a fellow will be telling his 
gal the truth when his car happens to run out of fuel on a dark road. 

Read where they have frozen women’s styles for the duration. Can 
you imagine going to a refrigerator every time you want a new.style 
and thawing one out. 

They’ve kad so many fights at the ice hockey games between the play- 
ers, the management presented each player a hockey stick with built-in 
boxing gloves. 

Eavesdropped at Plaza hotel: ‘Him! 
borrowed ad-libs.’ 

Eavesdropped at Knickerbocker hotel: ‘He’s a great success. 
born in the gutter—now he sweeps it. 

Eavesdropped at Beverly Hills hotel: ‘She sings like a bird—a bird-dog.’ 

My brother (the one with the dreamy teeth) has turned inventor again. 
He’s invented rubber yarn so that when you drop a stitch it hounces 
right back. 


All his life he’s been living on 


He was 


Whatever Became of ———? 
Reilly & Comfort 
Bragdon & Morrissey 
Julian Hall’s Entertainers 
Afterpiece 
Dig in, America, from Mother to Gramps. 


4 American Aces 
Eva Shirley & Co. 
Margaret Young 


Buy, buy Defense Stamps. 


NAZIS GIVE RECEPTION 
FOR DARRIEUX, OTHERS 





Forrester and Dietrich 
Settle $98,450 Film Suit 


Suit of Forrester-Parant Produc- 
tions, Inc., against Marlene Dietrich, 





| 





ie wt 





ABBOTT and COSTELLO 


“Like all Abbott and Costello pictures to date, on their home 
Universal lot and on borrowed time (this one for Metro), the stars 
carry it to big boxoffice results. And, like all A. & C. entries, without 
them It would be so much celluloid.” — Abel, in ‘Variety,’ Mar. 18. 
Review on ‘Rio-Rita.’ 

Soon on Nationai Release 
—{n— 
‘RIO-RITA’ 
Chase & Sanborn Hour, NBC-Red 
Under Personal Management of: EDV‘4RM c'rry; N 


Universal Pictures 





for $98,450, was settled and discon- 
tinued out of the N. Y. Federal court 
Friday (20). Action sought damages 
alleged breach of contract in 
1938 whereby the actress agreed to 


make a film in France for the plain- 
tiff, a French producing company, 
and then backed out due to the out- 
break of the war. 

Attorney for plaintiff refused to 
disclose terms of the settlement out- 
side of stating a ‘substantial sum’ 
had been paid by the actress. 

Jack Forrester, repatriated Amer- 
ican producer, is now in Holly- 
wood. 


Mary Healy’s U Topper 


Hollywood, March 24. 
Last-minute shift in the cast of 
‘Strictly in the Groove’ at Universal 
placed Mary Healy in the top femme 
spot originally slated for Jane 
Frazee. 
Picture is the first director chore 


Fina 
OF 











for Vern Keays, recently upped 


Berne, March 24. 

Several French screen stars, in- 
vited by the German Cinema Cham- 
ber to attend’ a reception in their 
|} honor, arrived in Berlin last week 
jand were met by representatives-of 
| the German cinema industry, ac- 
cording to a Berlin radio announce- 
ment. Among those in the party 
were Dani@le Darrieux, Viviane Ro- 
mance and Albert Prejean. 

Josef Goebbels has received the 
French players during their stay, 
which is to include a visit to Vienna 
and other German film centers. 


Hitting the Line for Col. 


Hollywood, March 24. 


Minnesota contributes its first All- 
American football player to the films 
in Bruce Smith, halfback last au- 
tumn and now signed by Columbia 
to star in ‘Gophers of Minnesota.’ 


Athlete signed a contract to play 


ix. a Jack Fier production and went 
back to Minneapolis to graduate be- 














fore he starts his picture career in 
Pj 


f 


ve] 


Y 
Mad 
| 





oT ae ae! eC ee 


oh Gt Oh fe Ook oe ae. Oe 


“oo sew see 


Saka hrtt @ © fm @ 


¥ 
lj 
r 
R 
F 
M 
a 
t 
M 
v 





w= 


> rr*e ¢« °& 


mw tm ft 


y 
t 
n 


























































Ds eg EP ESL 





Wednesday, March 25, 1942 
















MEXICO TIPS 








Forget Dollar Sign, Bolster Morale, 
Spitalny Urges at Marine Base Show 


4 
ane 








By JOE SCHOENFELD 


Miami, March 24. 

In a two-hour semi-classical and 
jive concert, at the U. S. Naval Air 
Training Station here, the last half- 
hour of which was his regular Sun- 
day night (23) broadcast for General 
Electric, Phil Spitalny maestroed an 
eloquent message to the show busi- 
ness at large to go all-out in enter- 
taining the U. S. armed forces. His 
musical tour de force was sharp 
punctuation for prior verbal bar- 
rage on the necessity of name per- 
gonalities ia general, and the name 
bands in particular, to forget for the 
duration the dollar sign and bend 
every effort to the more important 
task of bolstering the morale of the 
fighting men to ultimate victory over 
the Axis. 

The base at Opa-Lacka is hardly 
@ large one, having an enlisted per- 
gonnel of only 1,500, but nearly 
1,000 men, their wives and children 
jammed the excellently equipped 
base theatre and enthusiastically re- 
eeived Spitalny’s 75-minute, well- 
balanced fore-piece of the broadcast, 
then the radio show itself, and finally 


(Continued on page 54) 


N. Y. Merchants Propose 
Matinee Change-Over To 
Avoid Traffic Snarls 


It has been proposed by a group 
ef merchants that Broadway man- 
agers change the curtain time for 
matinees in Broadway theatres. If 
afternoon performances start at 
2 p.m., as suggested, instead of 2:30, 
as is the custom, it is believed by 
the merchants that traffic congestion 
will be lightened on matinee days. 
idea was placed before the League 
of New York Theatres but no action 
has been taken. 

No change in nightly starting time 
has been considered as yet. Propos- 
als to stagger curtains were con- 
sidered on various occasions, par- 
ticularly before the present parking 
rules were adopted. Such procedure 
may be followed if war conditions 
make it advisable, particularly in 
the event of air raids. 














RINGLING CIRCUS OPENS | 
IN NEW YORK APRIL 9 


_ Ringling Bros., Barnum & Bailey 
circus will open its season at Madi- 
son Square Garden April 9, New 
York indoor date running 32 days, 
about four days longer than last sea- 
son. Having its own railroad equip- 
ment, little interference in travel is 
anticipated because of travel priori- 
ties, 

Preparations for this season’s show 
started last summer. Materials and 
accessories, including tires, were 
contracted for considerably in ad-| 
vance, so that war priorities hardly | 
figured in the outfit’s preparations. | 
Possibility of travel schedules being 
Upset because of troop movements 
DAS been considered, but the circus | 
is said to have gotten the nod of | 


Washington, what .with the show’s | 
morale value. 

Gross for the opening performance 
will be turned over to the Army Re- 
lief, Naval Relief and Infantile Pa- 
Talysis Funds, it was stated by John 
Ringling North, the Big Top’s owner. 
Formerly, the boxes on opening night 
were taken over by the Circus Saints 
and Sinners, There will be no cour- 

y tickets for the performance, 


With the possible exception of the 
working press. 








’ ‘ . * 
It’s ‘Blinky’ Lou Irwin 
Hollywood, March 24. 


Nickname of ‘Blinky,’ hung on Lou 


Win, agent, 25 years ago by Damon 
unyon, has stuck. 


t shows up in Runyon’s Universal 


| tress 
| heard 





egg ‘Butch Minds the Baby,’ 
ith Shemp Howard as the cinema 
Counterpart, 


Practice Licks 


Hollywood, March 24. 

William Saroyan, who does 
everything in his own way, is 
creeping up on film production 
by easy stages. 

Before he produces and di- 
rects ‘The Human Comedy,’ a 
full-length feature at Metro, he 
is shooting a short, ‘A Number 
of the Poor,’ written by himself, 
with Mabel Taliaferro in the top 
role. 


JEROME KERN 
OFF ASCAP 
~ BOARD 


Jerome Kern - s lost his post on 
the ASCAP board of directors after 
20 years of consistent service. He 
was defeated in the balloting which 
closed last Thursday (19) by Ray 
Henderson in a relatively close con- 
test that included Al Lewis as the 
third candidate. Henderson’s edge 
was around 700 votes. All the other 
writers who also won were re- 
electees, namely, George W. Meyer, 
Gene Buck and Geoffrey O’Hara. 

In the election of publisher di- 
r.ctors John O’Connor, Jack Mills 
and Max Dreyfus each received an 
additional term, while Donald Gray, 
of the H. W. Gray Co., displaced an 
incumbent from the standard field, 
A. Walter Kramer. The terms of the 

(Continued on page 42) 


Shirley Temple Has More 
Time and Improvement 


In Air Show Expected 


Procter & Gamble and the Benton 
& Bowles agency hope that with 
Shirley Temple through work last 
week on Edward Small’s production 
of ‘Miss Annie Rooney’ at United 
Artists, the ‘Junior Miss’ program on 
CBS can be rapidly smoothed into 
shape. First broadcast since the ac- 
finished the picture will be 
tonight (Wednesday). Fact 
that Miss Temple was simultaneously 
working in the film and on the radio 
show was figured to have hurt the 
latter, as California labor laws pro- 
hibit minors from working more than 
nine hours a day. Under those con- 
ditions, her picture shooting schedule 
left insufficient time for radio re- 
hearsals. Program was figured to 
have suffered accordingly. 

Kirby Hawkes, Benton & Bowles 
radio head, who went to the Coast 




















|to ready the program, will remain a 


week or two longer, while several 
weeks of scripts are accumulated. 





‘HATTIE’ HEADACHE TO M-G 





Half of Picture Will Be Revamped | 


At Additional Cost of $300,000 
Hollywood, March 24. 

‘Panama Hattie’ failed to jell in 
the first cooking and is going back 
into the Metro production pot for 
added ingredients costing about 
$300,000, raising the total cost to 
more than $1,000,000. Picture, based 
on the B. G. De Sylva stage musical, 
showed a lack of something in sev- 
eral sneak screenings and was or- 
dered back to the lot for alterations 
of approximately half the footage. 

Re-shooting will be delayed a 
month while Ann Sothern is busy on 
‘Get Rich Quick Maisie.” Arthur 
Freed is producer of ‘Panama’ and 
Norman McLeod, now piloting ‘Jack- 
ass Mail,’ was director. Understood 
Roy Del Ruth, presently directing 
the Maisie film, will handle the re- 
vamping of ‘H¢gttie.’ 
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GOODWILL oHW 


| Fim Galaxy of Stars Junkets 
to Ensenada to Entertain 
Mexican Soldiers and Sail- 
ors in the Lower California 
Military Zone 








IMPORTANT TRIP 





Ensenada, March 24. 

Hollywood came to Mexico Sun- 
day (22) on a significant mission—to 
solidify international friendship be- 
tween Mexico and United States. 
Hollywood again proved itself cap- 
able of carrying out any Govern- 
ment request and staged a three- 
hour show for Mexican soldiers and 
sailors stationed in this Lower Cali- 
fornia military zone. 

Boys in uniform and their com- 
manding officers left no doubt as to 
success of the mission. Every per- 
former chalked up personal click 
and talent lineup was as big as any 
presented to American service men 

(Continued on page 22) 


TOO FEW WAR 
TUNES GOOD 
FOR SALES 





Coin machine operators in~ New 
York are closing their machines to 
the flood of war melodies being 
turned out. They shrug off uew 
tunes with quick and bored dismis- 
gal at distributing point demonstra- 
tion playing, adding pointed remarks 
about the quality of the majority of 
numbers they’re asked to consider. 
They feel that entirely too many 
such tunes have been written, few of 
which have been capable of making 
money for them. 

One operator probed last week ex- 
plained that most of the machines he 
services are placed in barrooms and 
similar stands and that he has had 
requests to remove war tune discs he 
had inserted. Standard numbers like 
the ‘Marines Hymn,’ etc., were okay, 
but all of the stuff written since Dec. 
7 was found wanting with the excep- 
tion of ‘Remember Pearl Harbor.’ 


Andrews Sisters to Coast 
For 3 U Pix After Vaude, 
Disc Dates End This Wk. 


Cleveland, March 24. 

Andrews Sisters are being recalled | 
by Universa! to make three more | 
| pictures after they close their vaude | 
ltour at the RKO Palace here this 
| week. Following a guick trip to New | 

York to finish some wax platters for | 
| Decca, they are leaving next Tues- 
| day (31) for the Coast. 

Rated now as the highest paid 
vocal trio in the business, Andrewa 
Sisters wound up their socko stanza 
at Detroit’s Michigan last week with 
$8,200 as their percentage of the take. 
Johnny Long’s orch also appearing 
with them at the Cleveland RKO 
Palace, where they are spurting busi- 
ness up to a corking $22,000. 


PEARY’S ‘GILDERSLEEVE’ 
TO BE FILMED AT RKO 


Hollywood, March 24. 
Harold Peary, ‘The Great Gilder- 
sleeve’ of radio, signed a two-picture 
deal with RKO. 
| To establish the character, the first 
|picture will be titled ‘The Great 
Gildersleeve.’ 




















TIS SOMBRER 





( 














0 ML UTES H'WOOD Phoney Manager Snares Bing Crosby 





In a Fast-Moving Comedy of Gyppery 


Nothing to Nip-on 





Hollywood, March 24. 

Owing to international com- 
plications, the four actors cast as 
Jap soldiers in ‘Remember Pearl 
Harbor’ at Republic are strictly 
non-Nipponese. 

Pau] Fung and "ames B. Leong 
are Chinese, Al Kikume is a Ha- 
waiian and Pedro Regas is a 
Greek. 


——_— 











FUN TO BE FREE 


LIKELY T0 BE 
SHELVED 


‘Fun to Be Free,’ the patriotic 
revue for which name authors and 
composers have contributed material, 
will probably be shelved, with the 
possibility of a later presentation. In- 
ability to obtain enough backing is 
the reason. Revue had been budgeted 
for $40,000, which the writers agreed 
should be on hand before the show 
started rehearsals. Understood that 
a little more than half that sum has 
been raised, 

Several producers were unsuccess- 
fully approached to become inter- 
ested after the original backer setup 
fell through. One declined because 
he felt that a charity show should 
not be placed in competition with 
regular shows. Proceeds of ‘Free’ 
were to go to the Army and Navy 
relief funds. 

No explanation was given as to 
why all the promised backing was 
not secured but it was ventured that 
heavy income tax payments were 
responsible. It had been set to pre- 
sent ‘Free’ in the Adelphi, on 54th 
street, the location being outside the 
theatre district. 

Among the backers mentioned 
were John Hay Whitney, Mrs. Mar- 
shall Field, Howard S. Cullman and 
Harry F. Guggenheim. 


Hepburn Play Due On 
B’way Soon Despite 
‘Longer Tour’ Talk 











The sock business being drawn by 
‘Without Love,’ starring Katharine 
Hepburn, out of town has led to 
some speculation as to whether the 
Theatre Guild would bring the play 
to Broadway or continue the cleanup 
on the road. Guild disavowed any 
such intention although its attractions 
have fared much better on tour than 
on Broadway. ‘Love,’ regarded a 
sure thing by New Yorkers who have 


seen the Philip Barry play, will open | 


(Continued on page 42) 


FLORA ROBSON SKEPTICAL 





No More Sight Unseen Chores, She 
Tells WB Director 
Pittsburgh, March 24. 

Flora Robson, guest-starring at 
Pittsburgh Playhouse in ‘Suspect,’ 
was paged by WB via long-distance 
phone from Hollywood last week for 
a role in ‘Now Voyager,’ new Bette 
Davis starrer, which will feature 
Paul Henried, on a loan from RKO. 
Irving Rapper, who is to direct pic- 
ture, personally called English ac- 
tress and she asked him to send along 
a script first, inasmuch as film doesn’t 
go into production for few weeks and 
her engagement at Playhouse doesn't 
wind up until April 11. 

Miss Robson told Rapper that after 
her sad experience in ‘Bahama Pas- 
sage’ at Par, she wasn’t taking any 
more film roles sight unseen. She 
also referred to ‘Passage’ in local 
newspaper interviews as ‘one of 
those pictures I'd be happy if you’d 
forget.’ 





A serio-comedy of errors Monday 
and yesterday (Tuesday) almost 
threw N.Y.’s theatrical business into 
a turmoil before the culprit, one 
Robert E. Ray, who claimed to be 
Bing Crosby’s manager, was appre- 
hended by the police and Everett 
Crosby, and locked up in the 54th 
street jail. In the two-day period 
he had deceived the J. Walter Thomp- 
son Agency, NBC, Shapiro, Berne 
stein & Co., Paramount, Irving Trust 
Co., the Hotel Astor, Eddie Cantor, 
et al. The crooner’s sole manager 
is his brother, Everett, who assisted 
in the apprehension of Ray. 

Latter blew into New York Mon- 
day (23), armed with numerous let- 
ters on stationery from Crosby’s 
Hollywood office and an amazing 
amount of information concerning 
the workings of said office and 
people connected with it. 

He went to J. Walter Thompson 
and declared he wanted to deposit 
some money for Bing Crosby, who 
was getting in later this month. The 

(Continued on page 22) 


Lois Andrews Okayed 
For Same Boston Cafe 
Date Denied Year Ago 


Boston, March 24. 
Lois Anarews Jessel reported 
yesterday (23) at Boston City Hall, 
labor department to obtain her ‘edu- 
cational working certificate’ in con- 
formance to a local ruling. Mrs. 
Jesse] turned 18 today (Tuesday) 
and opens tonight at Rio Casino, 
which spot she left in haste a year 
ago when the licensing board learned 
she was not of age to work in a spot 
selling liquor. Since then she’s be- 

come of age, and also a mother. 
Her last appearance here was part 
of a booking scoop by Rio’s manager, 
Al Taxier, who traded on the at- 
tendant publicity due to her hus- 
band, George Jessel, working at 
nearby Club Mayfair, whose man- 
ager, Michael Redstone, was bitter 
at first, but later happy when his 
club pulled more than he expected, 

necessitating holding over Jessel. 
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Film Exec of British Propaganda 
Ministry Details How England Also 
Had Its Troubles With Defense Pix 








Bome of the same difficulty now 
being experienced in the United 
States in getting government shorts 
played regularly in theatres was 
found in England early in the war, 
Thomas Baird, of the Films Division 


of the British Ministry of Informa- 
tion, declared in New York Mon- 
@ay (23). Baird arrived here last 
week for a fortnight’s consultation 
with U. S. film men. 

‘The difficulties vanished as our 
product improved and the war got 
stiffer, explained Baird. ‘There 
never has been the slightest govern- 
ment pressure on exhibitors to play 
the shorts, but all use them regu- 
larly now, except perhaps for a few 
infrequent occasions when a house 
schedule makes it impossible to 
work a short in.’ 

Baird said that the MOI got to- 
gether with exhibs early in the war 
and learned from them that a six- or 
seven-minute reel would be the ideal 
length. Since then all have been 
made in that running time. MOI 
turns out one a week, 700 prints 
getting them through Britain’s 4,500 
houses in about eight weeks. Regu- 
lar run system is loosely adhered to, 
with distribution via a commercial 
trailer agency (similar to National 
Screen Service kere) that handles 
the films under government contract. 

Actual B.O. Values 

‘As the government shorts have 
continued to improve, there’s come 
to be an actual demand for them at 
the boxoffice,’ asserted Baird. ‘For 
one thing, with the war situation so 





serious, people have a definite taste 
to learn everything possible about 
it. Another thing that brings them 
in is vanity when films concerning 
services in which they participate— 


(Continued on page 22) 


Martha Raye, Herbert, 
Ann Sheridan, Pearl, 
Others Touring Camps 








Six stage and screen names are 
eurrently on guest tours of Army 
camps and Naval bases under spon- 
sorship of USO-Camp Shows, Inc. 
Martha Raye and the Condos Bros. 
started Monday (23) at Fort Knox, 
Louisville, Ky.. and wind up April 2 
at Fort Sheridan, Ill. Ann Sheridan 
teed off with the ‘Funzafire’ unit at 


Fort Francis E. Warren, Wyo., on 
Monday. and continues until the 
troupe hits Fort Wood, Mo., April 2. 


Hugh Herbert got under way with 
the ‘Out of the Frying Pan’ legit unit 
last Friday (20) at Chanute Field, 
Nll., and finishes up at Fort Mon- 
mouth, N. J., April 4. Jack Pearl 
headed out Monday (23) with the 
‘Follow the Crowd’ revue from Camp 
Pendleton, Va., and continues to 
Parris Island Marine Base, S. C., 
April 11. Cliff Hall is back working 
with Pearl for the tour. 

Mischa Auer kicks off next Mon- 
@ay (30) with the ‘Thumbs Up’ unit 
at Camp Wheeler, Macon, Ga. He 
goes from there to Fort Benning, Ga., 
and finishes at Fort McClellan, Ala., 
April 7. 

In the concert department, tenor 
ote Martini will guest at Paine 

ield, Seattle, Monday (30), and Nel- 
gon Eddy makes an annearance at 
Fort Dix, N. J., April 2. 


Speakers in Theatres 
Plug Defense, Bonds, Ete. 


Milwaukee, March 24. 


Four-Minute Men of World War | 


No. 1 have given away to Three- 
Minute Men in the current emer- 
gency, and all shouses in this area 
have been thrown open to spe 
plugging civilian defense, both 
air raid precautions and in buying 
defense bonds. 


\ 


vv 


Disney’s Samba Goodwiller 


‘Aquarela do Brazil," which will be 
the first Walt Disney cartoon comedy 
based on material gathered on his 
Latin-American trip, has been near- 
ly completed and will be release: 
soon, according to Phil Reisman, 
RKO foreign sales chief. In this, 
Donald Duck is taught to dance the 
samba by a Brazilian parrot. 

Parrot idea and backgrounds were 
sketched by Disney artists on Walt 
Disney’s trek through South Amer- 
ca. Material sufficient to make 12 
cartoon comedies on Latin-American 
subjects is available, Reisman stated. 








Gen! Praises 
H’wood for Its 
Training Films 





Hollywood, March 24. 

Training films turned out in Holly- 
wood has made possible the handling 
of 4,000,000 recruits with unequalled 
rapidity and precision, declared Brig. 
Gen. F. H. Osborne at the luncheon 
Monday (23) tendered him by the 
War Activities Committee. 

Osborne voiced the army’s deep 
appreciation to the picture industry 
for what it has done in the war 
emergency. Major Frank Capra, of 
General Osborne’s staff, said, ‘One of 
Hitler’s chief weapons has been films. 
We will turn that weapon against 
him.’ 

Osborne said that the use of the 
sereen in education on a scale never 
before imagined may mark another 
important step in the development of 


this industry and will mean even 
greater use of the screen after the 
war, 


He also praised the industry -for 
giving such tremendous help in fur- 
nishing stars for camp entertainment. 


WAC’S PRESS PREVIEW 
OF 8 DEFENSE FILM 





soring press preview of eight gov- 
ernment defense shorts at the Astor 
theatre, New York, next Monday 
(30). Among fims to be screened are 
several already in release in addi- 
tion to three new subjects shortly to 
go into general distribution. 
Publishers, film editors, columnists, 
syndicate writers, radio commenta- 
tors and film trade press have been 
asked to attend. 


ington for the showing. 


- +++ 





akers | Mills Music, Inc., 


Uncle Sam 


E 


War Activities Committee is spon- | 








Highlights of the 
Stage Door Canteer 


By RADIE HARRIS 


(Chairman of Entertainment 
Committee) 














One of the major features of the 
Canteen is the glamour and beauty 
of the ‘in person’ actors dominating 
the scene. 


The other evening Jane Cowl, 
looking tres fetching in her new 
Easter bonnet, came over to one of 
the soldiers and in her most charm- 
ing manner asked, ‘Is there anything 
I can do for you?’ 

‘Yes’, was his reply, as he smiled 
at her wistfully, ‘Couk. you intro- 
duce me to Lionel Stander?’ 








Some of the boys stationed in 
nearby territory have become regu- 
lars, turning up night after night. 
Harvey Frinfrog of Hamilton, O., 
|now with the Coast suard at Ellis 
Island, checks in every afternoon at 
3 o'clock, deposits his coat, goes to 
a movie, and checks in again on 
i the stroke of 5....now cails most 
everyone by their first nemes, and 
introduces himself as th. Canteen 
mascot. Sergeant Pearl, of New Gal- 
lop, Ariz., stationed at Governors 
Island, is another permanent cus- 
tomer....the Sarge, who was in the 
last war, collects. autographs, but 
claims he is not interested in celebri- 
ties half as much as he is in the 
gang who are running the works. 
Another private of Fort Devens, 
Mass., has just discovered the place, 
but already he’s kissed Janet Gay- 
nor and made a date to have lunch- 
eon with Connee Boswell. ...now be- 
fcre he checks in he wants to know 
in advance what ‘star’ is scheduled 
for a personal appearance! 

The other night your reporter ap- 
proached a corporal from Fort Dix 
who has also been a steady visitor. 
‘You haven't missed an evening, 
have you?’ I asked. 

‘No’, he replied, ‘I’ve discovered a 
new home.’ 

With thoughts of a lonesome fel- 
|low from the middle-west some- 


(Continued on page 23) 


CAMP SHOWS ALSO GOOD 
FOR TALENT-TUTORING 


Hollywood, March 24. 


Plan of using studio stock players 
| in touring units for soldier entertain- 
|ment, worked out by the Hollywood 
| Victory Committee, serves the dual 
ipurpose of amusing the boys and 
| giving the young actors an oppor- 
| tunity to gain experience before am 
| audience. Scheme had a successful 
| break-in last week with presenta- 
tion of ‘Goodbye Again’ by an RKO 
group at a Mojave desert post. Be- 
cause of the small auditorium in the 




















out-of-the-way cantonment, four 
shows became necessary. 
Playwrights Allan Scott and 





George Haight waived their royalties 
on ‘Goodbye Again,’ former Broad- 
way legit hit, for the presentation. 
| Studio department designed and built 
the sets. Players donated their time. 


| Piazzi, talent chief. 
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| now in ( Reed, Yo-Ho 

Felix Salmaggi, Manny Gurin, Irving Miami, March 24. 
Pincus, Paul Vroom, Reginald |} Billy Reed, former hoofer and 
Denenholz, Dixie French, Carl! most recently executive assistant to 


Fisher, while a number of others; Monte Proser at the N. Y. Copaca- 


await being called to report. 
George Hoffmann, 
| Universal’s 
| active duty. 
Howard Ross, 


homeoffice, 


Publicist Seaman Jacobs’ farewell 
' is to be marked by his newspaper 


Followup trailers are now being | pa-s a, the Hotel Pierre, N. Y., with 


shown with detailed instructions on 


how to behave during blackouts | 


when they come, and all theatres 
have been designated as shelters in 
case of bombings, regarded as not 
likely here owing to the city’s im- 
ortance as a producer of war ma- 
erials, practically the entire tewn 
being dotted with huge industrial 
plants turning out weapons to be 
used against the Axis. 


| 


|a cocktailery before 
Army unie. 

Ben Leddy, Harold’s brother, due 
for the service. He is general aide 


getting his 


Leddy, her personal manager. 
Frank Ford, aide to Victor Ratner 

at Lord & Thomas agency, has joined 

| U S. Navy. 

Robert Driscoll O’Brien, son of 

| theatrical attorney Dennis F. O’Brien, 





staff arranger for 
the past 10 years, 
in| has joined the Army. 


to Connee Boswell, wife of Harold 


|bana, has enlisted in the Navy at 


receptionist at | the Opa-Lacka air training station 
called for | here. 


He entered the service today 
(Tuesday) with a yeoman third- 
class rating and assignment to the 
morale division. 

Off the stage for the past few 
years, Reed has been doing nitery 
show production. He staged the 
| Copacabana-type show at the Clover 
Club here this season. 





From WBBM In Army 
Chicago, March 24, 

WBBM-Columbia_ recently saw 
its 17th employee leave for the 
armed forces when Lieut. Thomas 
Noble, WBBM news writer, departed 
to join the 162nd Signal Corps. 
Earlier in the same week Jack Ca- 

(Continued on page 22) 
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‘Oscar’ for Soldier Entertainment 





Satisfaction with military and 
soldiers and sailors was expressed 





Washington, March 24. 
civilian recreational facilities for 
Monday (23) by Raymond B. Fos- 


dick, of the Joint Army and Navy Committee on Welfare & Recrea- 
tion, who reported to the War Dept, that amusement projects of this 
nature ‘are far ahead of anything we had in the last war.’ 

Fosdick, head of the Committee on Training Camp Activities in 
World War I, based his report on a tour of five stations and camps just 
completed by the Committee, the first of a series of inspection tours 
contemplated to cover the entire continental United States. 


Industry Police System Proposed To 
Ensure 100%, Showing Gov t War Shorts 











Many Scribs in Service 


Hollywood, March 23. 

It’s disclosed 36 members of the 
Screen Writers Guild are now in ac- 
tive service. Frank Capra is listing 
50 more to write scripts for the Gov- 
ernment in Washington. 

Fopping the new contingent is 
Tristam Tupper, who holds rank of 
Lieut.-Colonel, publie relations de- 
partment, Army’s Armored Division. 

Writers will go to Washington in 
groups of five or six and work on 
their own time in two or ‘three-week 
stretches. Government work will 
not interfere with siudio commit- 
ments, scripters being called only 
between regular assignments. 


Macy's Ad Chief 
Lines Up Stars 
For Bond Sales 


List of show biz names available 
for aid in selling defense stamps is 
being compiled by the publicity com- 
mittee of New York department 
stores, headed by John Goodwillie, 
Macy’s ad chief. It’s hoped to build 
up a talent pool from which celebs 
can be drawn for the various stores. 

Stars are stationed in’ booths for 
an hour or so in the stores selling 
the stamps. They don’t perform at 
their professional specialty in any 
way. Stores advertise the appear- 
ances, however, and presence of the 
names is said to perk up the sales 
considerably. 

Many people apparently save up 
their stamp buying for periods when 
a show biz biggie is on hand as 
clerk. Connee Boswell at Macy’s 
last week, for instance, sold $360 
worth of stamps to one man and 
$800 worth to two others a few 
minutes later. 














Jukepix for Navy 


American warships may be 
equipped with jukebox films so that 
| Navy men can be entertained aboard 
| ship during blackouts. Officials have 
|reportedly made inquiries as to type 





Several Govern- | Plan was developed by Helena Sor-|°f equipment available and product 
ment officials are coming from Wash-/|rell, RKO drama coach, and Ben | which could be supplied. 


Small size machines could be used 
take care of 250 men at a ses- 
sion, ’ 


| to 





L. A. to N. Y. 


Sydney Buchman. 
Ed Cashman. 
Morgan Conway. 
Joe Cotten. 

Laird Cregar. 
Glenda Farrell. 
Jinx Falkenburg. 
Lillian Gish. 
Harry Goetz. 
William Goetz. 
Lou Harris. 
Alfred Hitchcock. 
Edward Hyans. 
Jack Kapp. 

Kay Kyser. 
Norman Lloyd 
Robert Poole. 
Tyrone Power. 
Hal Roach. 
Joseph M. Schenck. 
Nicholas M. Schenck. 
Lyle Thayer. 

Sol M. Wurtzel. 


N. Y. to L.A. 


Russell Birdwell. 
Betty Field. 

Joe Glaser. 
Mose Gumble. 
Bert Lahr. 








Reports continuing to arrive this 
week in ‘Variety’s’ nationwide sur- 
vey of public and exhibitor response 
to the Government’s war _ shorts 
show they are meeting with virtually 
universal approval. It appears, how- 
ever, that many exhibs are taking 
the shorts as added attractions that 
can be played if there’s time and 
sloughed if there’s not, rather than 
as a ‘must’ item every performance 
every day. 

That’s a reflection of the situation 
that prevails in New York, as 
brought out at a meeting of theatre 
operators called by the War Activi- 
ties Committee last Thursday (19). 
It was pointed out there, as it will 
be at similar conclaves throughout 
the country, that it’s not a matter of 
the shorts fitting into a_ theatre's 
schedule, but the schedule being 
made to fit the shorts. 

Exhibitors refusing to accept or 
play Government defense shorts are 
to come under investigation by an 
industry police system composed of 
salesmen, office managers and ex- 
change managers under plan pro- 
posed by Robert Wolff, RKO dis- 
trict manager, at the WAC meeting 
Thursday (19) at the Hotel Astor, 
New York. 

Proposal was made by Wolff after 
Francis Harmon, executive vice- 
chairman of the WAC, warned ex- 
hibitors and distributors gathered 
for purpose of ensuring 100% co- 
operation in showing of defense 
films, that there will inevitably be 
more compulsory unless there is 
more voluntary cooperation. 

Harry Brandt, who headed the 
committee on pledges, said that more 
than 12,000 exhibs had signed to 
play Government defense shorts. He 
reported, however, that U. S. officials 
had checked various theatres and 
found houses showing the pictures 

(Continued on page 23) 


Lt. Cmdr. Eddie Peabody 
Has a Flock of Crack 
Musicians at Gt. Lakes 


By YEOMAN CHET BROUWER 


(Former ‘Variety’ Correspondent in 
Fort Wayne) 











Great Lakes, Ill., March 24 
From the ranks of the greatest 
bands in the country have come the 
men who form the band, music and 
entertainment division at the U. S. 





Naval Training Station here. Lieut. 
| Commander Edwin E. (Eddie) 
| Peabody, string instrument star 


| who has been a headliner for many 
years, has worked for several months 
| recruiting the men who make up 
|the Great Lakes military band and 
| rhythym. orchestra. Lt. Cmdr. Pea- 
| body’s department is doing the Her- 
| culean job of maintaining the morale 
lof new recruits of Great Lakes at 
ia high standard through frequent 


5 end, vento Sone on aeernxt 
SBR RODE thes din oe oe ee nnee Da yes Pe 


Hours,” radio broadcasts and appear- 

‘ances for recruit dances and pro- 
grams. 

Orrin Tucker’s band is getting 
along these days without Everett 
Ralston, pianist-arranger, who is 
now performing those duties with 
the Great Lakes dance crew. Bob 
Moonan, formerly with Del Court- 
ney; is now chief organist and pi- 
anist at the station, and Carl Hase- 
man, Maurie Sherman’s ex-pianist, 
also is playing for the entertainment 
of recruits at Great Lakes. 

Trumpet men in the office include 
several top stars from stage and 
radio headliners, Don Jacoby ‘left 
Les Brown to join the Navy; Bill 
Haley was with Lou Breese, and 
Henry Jackson played with Jan 
Savitt, Ina Ray Hutton and Pierson 
Thal before enlisting. Frank Laurie 
was with Sev Olsen at the Nicollet 
hotel in Minneapolis, while Georgie 
Schuster came to Great Lakes from 





(Continued on page 20) . 
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VARIETY 





PRIORITIES DELAY PIX PLANS 








ts 


KENT’S CONTRIBUTIONS 


The passing of Sidney R. Kent removes from the film in- 
dustry an executive who was first to visualize, and then bring 
into effect, the potency of unified national distribution of mo- 
tion pictures. It was he who brought business order from the 
chaos of the state rights, or disintegrated territorial system of 
distributing films, and reconstructed a more pliable, responsive 
and efficient system of centralized control. 





The Kent plan, which was worked out during his early years 
as sales managet of Paramount, became the pattern of all the 
major companies, with the exception of United Artists. He was 
the first to develop the block-booking formula, to publicize on 
a showmanship scale a whole year’s supply of films in advance 
of their production, and then, through the force of his person- 
ality and skill as a national director of sales, actually convert 
such a promotional layout into millions of dollars of contracts, 
which were liquidated when, as and if the pictures were deliv- 
ered to thousands of theatres. 


In such a scheme as first conceived and effectuated by Kent, 
there was no place for connivery, or misrepresentation, because 
year by year customers, and the prices they paid, were retained 
solely on the strength of the previous season’s performance by 
the studio. 


It wwas_a plan-also. which had merit in attracting adequate 
finance to the film industry, always insatiable in costly experi- 
mentation. The prime_weakness of the block booking formula 
was that it placed a premium against the unusual and sensa- 
tional film by limiting its boundary of revenue. Hence came 
the next step, also a Kent innovation, by which film rental 
was regulated through percentages of boxoffice revenue. 

But Kent was much more than a shrewd and able sales ex- 
ecutive. His direction of Fox Film Corp., its merger with 20th- 
Century Films and the important place currently occupied by 
the institution, of which he was president at the time of his 
death, were all evidences of his ability. He possessed to an 
amazing degree that characteristic of leadership which sur- 
rounds itself with generous and unquestioned loyalty of sub- 
ordinates and co-workers. He repaid in kind. 

Of late years, also, he occupied a unique place as an industry 
leader in the adjustment of internal relations between major 
companies and independent exhibitors. Although he headed 
one of the larger companies, he was empowered on more than 
one occasion to act as spokesman and representative of ex- 
hibitors. His influence in these matters was powerful, as re- 
cently demonstrated when, too ill to attend in-person, he sent 
a letter to be read to a joint meeting in Chicago of distributors 
and exhibitors outlining fundamentals for the formation of the 
unity plan, currently robust as the United Motion Picture In- 
dustry—a forum and instrument for self-regulation and de- 





termination of industry policies. 


The Rey. Dr. Harry Emerson Fosdick, in eulogizing Kent | 
at the funeral services attended by hundreds of industry work- 
ers, declared: ‘He possessed a high conscience about making 
the industry he helped to guide as socially useful as possible. 
He stood for the clean against the unclean, the constructive 
against the destructive, the publicly serviceable against the 
merely and meanly profitable. He felt deeply the responsi- 
bility associated with his power, the social obligation inherent | 
in the tremendous influence of pictures he presented to the 
people. Everyone who cares about America’s estate at home, 
and her influence and reputation abroad, will pray that his 





ambition may descend on those who follow him—as he phrased 


it, “The constructive use of the motion picture as a public | 


service’,’ 


Strombers’s UA 


DPN epee, Pe ees 


WANGER’S 2D FOR U 


i‘Arabian Nights’— To Follow ‘Eagle 
Buy Pe Org? BA Phos» EO Ae Pi” 
Squad: on 


s e nash 
| 

IC er ] ts | Walter: Wanger readying to release 
|his ‘Eagle Squadron’ via Universal, 


| has concluded a pact with the studio 


To Holl dj:: another picture. It will be the 


classic ‘Arabian Nights’ and will go 
Hollywood, March 24. 


into production immediately follow- 
ing completion of ‘Eagle.’ 
Hunt Stromberg is back from 
New York to confer with Ed Raftery 


‘Nights’ will be in color with the 

cast including Sabu, Jon Hall and 
Maria Montez. Sabu, who has been 
seen exclusively in Alexander Korda 
pictures in the past, has been inked 

on a United Artists releasing deal. |t®? a termer by Universal. 

Myron Selznick is also in on the 

Parleys as Stromberg’s agent. 

, Reported that Siromberg is seek- 

ng a five-year deal for three to six 

Pictures annually. UA officials 


would arrange financing through 


a banking interests for 60% 
he necessary coin, with Strom- 








Neal’s Homecoming Pic 


Hollywood, March 24. 
William R. Neal, after several 
years in England, returned to the 
American scene as director of ‘Des- 
tiny,” which rolled yesterday (Mon.) 
at Universal. ; 
Richard Dix and Wendy Barrie 








berg taking care of the balance. play the top roles. 


FILMS. AWAIT 
WR DECISION 


War Developments the De- 
termining Factor—Produ- 
cers Must Agree Among 
Selves or Face Arbitrary 
Government Ruling— 
‘Maintenance - Repair’ Or- 
der for Theatres 





DUALING REDUCTION 





Uncertainty over priorities is 
holding up definite production plans 
for next season. Major producers 
are now taking the problem seri- 
ously where they previously ex- 
pected a quick, easy and extremely 
favorable decision from the War 
Production Board. 


Though Donald M. Nelson told in- 
dustry leaders that every effort 
would be made to maintain film pro- 
duction and exhibition as near nor- 
mal as possible, anything may hap- 
pen to original recOmmendations 
due to the fast changing war situa- 
tion. 

Overconfidence among producer- 
distributors has given way to un- 
easiness. as ruling on a _ priority 
classification for the industry re- 
mains to be argued with no definite 
time for a decision in sight. Just 


(Continued on gage 16) 


K-A-O NET, 7386, 
ON $15,195,368 
GROSS TAKE 


Keith-Albee-Orpheum net profit 
for 1941 totalled $738,095, after all 
charges including provision for in- 
come taxes, as against $780,004 in the 
previous year. K.A.O. wrote off 
$260,940 for income taxes as com- 














pared with $219,932 in 1940. Corpo- | 


ration now is the largest theatre 


| subsid of RKO. 


Gross income amounted to $15,195,- 


1368 of which $13,402,477 came from 


theatre admissions. K.A.O. paid 
$426,275 on its preferred shares and 
$301,595 on common during the year. 
Corporation’s capital surplus state- 
ment showed a balance of $9,652,266 
as of last Dec. 31. : 





Ross-Arthur Combo in 


Two-Picture RKO Deal 


| Endeavor people, Monday (23) at the 


Hollywood, March 24. 


Frank Ross, producer, and his 
wife, Jean Arthur, incorporated as 
iFrank Ross, Inc., closed a_ two- 
[picture deal for the 1942-43 pro- 
gram at RKO 

First film will be ‘Another Dawn,’ 
to be made from an original story 
by Ross Actress is pacted to ap- 
pear in at least one of the two 
| pictures. 


DISNEY BACK WITH UA? 


Reported Leaving RKO and Return- 
ing to His Old Outfit 
Hollywood, March 24. 

Although no deal is yet in nego- 
tiation, it is understood that Walt 
Disney may release future product 
through United Artists, following re- 
ports he is not renewing with RKO. 

The RKO deal provided for a flat 
sum. for shorts, with Disney financ- 
ing features and the studio giving 
him an attractive percentage reteas- 
ing arrangement which was negoti- 
ated six years ago by M. H. Ayles- 
worth previous to the release of 
‘Snow White.’ 











| LaGuardia among the speakers, the 


church leaders lauded the picture 
business in general for making fine 
| morale-building productions, and 


| ner Bros. in particular for their pro- 
| duction 











| while Small has moved out of his 


‘Church Leader Salutes 


| Rev. 


‘Sarnoff, Angry Over McDonough Shift, 


Threatens Action Blocking RKO Deal 
With Schaefer; Wants New Exec Setup 





y, 


Harmon’s Huddle 


Francis Harmon, executive 
vice-chairman of the War Activ- 
ities Committee, left for Wash- 
ington yesterday (Tues.) to con- 
fer with War Production Board 
officials on film industry pri- 
orities. 

Appointment of sub-commit- 
tees and general summation of 
industry requirements, based on 
materials used last year, is tem- 
porarily held back pending out- 
come of deliberations with pri- 
ority officials. 


Small Shuts Down 
Prod. for 6 Mos., 
Future Too Hazy 


Hollywood, March 24. 

Edward Small, indie producer, is 
not going to make any more pictures 
until next autumn. With the shoot- | 
ing of the final scene it. ‘Miss Annie | 
Rooney,’ he announced the shutter- ! 
ing of his production department for | 
six months, partly to get an eco- 
nomic slant on future war conditions | 
and partly to get back some of his | 
investments in six films. 

Small has completed his quota of | 
six productions for United Artists 
release this year and has taken over 
the distributio. of the British-made | 
picture, ‘Mister V.’ Three on his | 
UA schedule, ‘International Lady,’ | 
‘The Corsican Brothers’ and ‘A 
Gentleman After Dark,’ are in re- 
lease. “Twin Beds’ goes out April 
24 and the other two, ‘Friendly Ene- 
mies’ and ‘Miss Annie Rooney,’ are 
in the editing stage. Publicity and 
cutting departments will continue in 
operation for several weeks. Mean- | 




















offices at General Service Studio. 





Picture Biz in General, 
H. M. Warner Especially 


The film business was praised as 
industry with a heart’ by the 
Dr. Daniel A. Poling, church 
leader, at a Freedom Dinner given 
him by a large group of Christian 





‘an 


Roosevelt hotel. With Will Hays act- 
ng as toastmaster, and Mayor F. H. 


praised Harry M.-Warner and War~- 
of ‘One Foot in Heaven,’ 
story of a country parson. 

While the Freedom Dinner was in- 
tended primarily to honor Dr, Poling | 
for his religious work and war ac- | 
tivity, it developed into a tribute to 
the film industry and praise for the 
harmony created between the pic- 
ture business and ~-the Protestant 
churches of U. S. Dr. Poling paid 
particular tribute to Harry Warner 
for his humanitarian work, and ex- 
pressed gratitude for the popularity 
attained by WB’s ‘Heaven.’ Poling 
announced that Warner personally 
had contributed $10,000 toward Chris- 
tian Endeavor societies. 

Among picture people at the din- 
ner were Carl E. Milliken, secretary 
of the Hays association; Francis S. 
Harmon, vice-chairman of the indus- 
try’s War Activities committee and 
formerly of the Hays office, and Mort 
Blumenstock. 





Hollywood, March 23. 

David Sarnoff’s burn over the let- 
out of Joseph McDonough at RKO is 
believed behind the sudden depart- 
ure for New York by George J, 
Schaefer following receipt of a 42- 
page report on studio conditions 
from McDonough. Sarnoff is re- 
ported so incensed he threatens to 
take legal action, if necessary, to 
block Floyd Odlum’s proffer to 
Schaefer of a new five-year contract 
as company president with a six- 
month cancellation clause. 


Sarnoff told Odlum, in so many 
words, his complete dissatisfaction 
with conditions at RKO and is ask- 
ing for an accounting and a new 
executive setup. The proposed 
Schaefer contract is consequently 
dangling in mid-air. It is considered 
quite possible that the Joe Breen 
contract will be settled so that™he 
can return to his old berth in the 
Hays office. Understood that Breen 
is ready and willing to administer 
the Production Code again but a cer- 
tain major studio (Metro) has set up 
objections. Believed reason for Nick 
Schenck’s trip here was to persuade 
the company to withdraw its objec- 
tion. Schenck had to push back east 
for the S. R. Kent services. 


With Breen’s exit maneuvered, 
Charles W. Koerner would remain as 
general manager in charge of opera- 
tions and sparking the creative divi- 
sion, If Breen stays it would be as 
vice-president in charge of studios, 
but Koerner would function as pro- 
duction head with Reginald Armour 
as chief aide and William Holman as 
comptroller. 


Company’s biggest headache at this 
time is coin for picture-making. 
Banks advanced around $3,000,000 
last June for production but cur- 
rently studio has only $500,000 on 
hand to draw from. That means 
fresh financing is needed for the new 
season. 

For the past week three RKO 
board members have been around 
the lot examining all manner of op- 
eration. Ed Weisl, personal attorney 
for Odlum is also looking the lot 
over and with L. Lawrence Green is 
understood to have made report on 
conditions to Odlum over the week- 
end on his desert ranch near Indio, 

Understood that Odlum was flatly 
told by Sarnoff if he persisted in ex- 
tending Schaefer’s contract for five 
years, he (Odlum) would have to 
buy up Sarnoff’s interest in studio 
and Sarnoff would have the backing 
of the Rockefeller interests, 


Hays’ Report to 
Stress Role of 
Films in War 


Vital role the American picture 
industry will play in building morale 
both of men in the service and 
civilian population is expected to 
form the main thesis of Will Hays’ 
annual report on the state of the film 
business next week. He will present 
the report as a highlight of the an- 
nual meeting of the Motion Picture 
Producers & Distributors Assn. next 
Monday (30). How the film industry 
may best help forward the war ef- 
fort will be the underlying thought 
of the annual message. 

Because of several vital topics, 
which have not been acted on be- 
eause of the absence of directorate 
quorum, a session of the MPPDA 
directors likely will follow the an- 
nual mecting of the asscciation. 
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N.Y. Appeals Court Rules Against 
Joe Schenck and Moskowitz; Matter 
Now Goes to the U.S. Supreme Court 


The Circuit Court of Appeals in 
N. Y. late Saturday (21) upheld the 
conviction. of Joseph M. Schenck, 
former chairman of the board of 
20th-Century Fox Film Corp., and 
that of Joseph H. Moskowitz, east- 
ern representative of 20th-Fox, on 
charges of violating .nd aiding and 
helping to aid the evasion of in- 
core tax returns for ine years 1935- 
1937. 








Keeps on Hopping Along 


Hollywood, March 24. 

Hopalong Cassidy continues to 
gallop in 12 more westerns during 
the next two years under a new 
contract between Harry Sherman 
and Paramount. Deal also calls for 
four early American pictures with 
Richard Dix in the top roles, and 


The decision of the court was | two high-budget western specials. 


unanimous, and in a i5-page opinion, 
Justice Thomas W. Swan pointed | 
out, that in the court’s opinion, the | 
trial of the twe film executives was | 
a fair one. Last remaining hope of | 
Schenck er” Mos owiiz to stay cut} 
of jail for the three and one-year | 
periods set by the trial court will | 
depend on appeals in Washington to 
the U.S. Supr2me C-urt. Since de- 
fense counsel claimed the constitu- 
tional rights of both men are being 
tampered with, it may be a matter 
for the Supreme Court ‘o decide. 
Both will remain at liberty for the 
next fortnight, during which time 
the Circuit Court will issue a man- 
date and set the time for surrender. 
During this time attorneys for the 
defense will ~pply in certiorari pro- 
ceedings to the U.S. Supreme Court 
for a review. Should this be denied 
both film executives must surrender 
and go to jail. Should it .e granted 
they will have an additional six 
months of liberty, pending the de- 
cision of the Supreme Court, this 
being estimated by the time required 
to prepare and file the record, se- 
cure a date for hearing, the hearing, 
and a final decision by th Supreme 
Court. 


Both the defendants were convict- 
ed after a six-week trial on April 
24,.1941, by a jury before Federal 
Judge Grover Moscowitz of evad- | 
ing payments of income taxes. 
Schenck allegedly evaded $253,692, 
and was aided by Moskowitz, who 
kept his accounts, it was charged. 
Schenck was fin» $20,000 and sen- | 
tenced to three years in prison; and 
Moskowitz was fined $10,000 and sen- | 
tenced to one year and a dayy The | 
latter was found guilty on one| 
charge, the year 1936, while Schenck 
was found guilty on the years | 
1935-36. 








Findings 

The opinion of the Circuit Court, 
which consisted of .Justices Swan, 
who wrote the opinion; Harrie B. 
Chase and Jerome N. Frank, re- 
hashed much of the evidence pre- 
sented at the trial, and then made 
several pertinent findings. 
of these declared that Moskowitz, 
who compiled income tax returns 
for Schenck, ‘did not attempt to 
make any accurate separation be- 
tween business and personal ex- 
penses. He knew that Schenck en- 
tertained lavishly and that part of 
his outlay for entertainment could 
properly be treated as a business 
expense. He adopted the method of 
estimating the deduoctable business 
expenses by taking the arbitrary 
percentage of certain items which 
he knew would include both busi- 
ness and perscnal expenditures. The 
mrthod of computation resulted in 
producing deductions which had 
little relation to Schenck’s actual 
business expenses, and _ included 








many items which were proved to 
be of a surely personal nature’. 

It was pointed out by the Circuit 
Court that if carelessness had caused 


~ mPa, Beep retation, the men could 
not be held criminally liable, but it 
was up to the trial jury to say 


whether or not intentional fraud had 
been committed. Since the jury had 
decided that fraud had been com- 
mitted, the Circuit Court ruled, 
‘After examining the lengthr record 
we are satisfied that the case was 
fairly tried and correctly submitted 
to the jury.’ One of the major de- 
fense points, which charged im- 
proper charges to the jury and 
prejudice on the part of the trial 
judge, was thus tossed out. 


Other points touched on were such 
things as the correctness of allowing 
Schenck’s failure to report $40,000 
winnings on election bets in 1936 
to the jury, which the Circuit Court 
ruled were correct, and also that ‘it 
is not necessary, for the prosecution, 
the Government, to prove an evasion 
of the entire amount alleged in the 
indictment, for the proof is sufficient 

(Continued on page 22) 


William Boyd was contracted to 
carry on his old job as star of the 
Hopalongs, first of which will be 
‘Lost Canyon,’ to be directed by 
Lesley Selander. 


DEAN PLEADS GUILTY 
IN SURPRISE SWITCH 


Nick Dean, alias Nick Circella, 
former Chicago night club operator, 
hoodlum and personal bodyguard to 
William Bioff, pleaded guilty in a 
surprise move in N. Y. federal court 
Wednesday (18) to charges of ex- 
torting over $1,000,000 from Para- 
nount, Warner Bros., 20th Century- 
Fox and Loew’s, through threats of 
calling a strike. Dea and iwuis 
Kaufman had been accused by the 
Government of this extortion, but 





| both had pleaded not guilty. 


Kaufman, former IAIrSE man in 
Newark, wiil be tried April 7, the 
day that federal Judge John C. Knox 
vill set Dean’s sentence. The latter 


| is subject to a $10,000 fine and 10 


years in jail. Dean had acted as 
Bioff’s ‘collector’ in Chicago, after 
the latter had gone to California, it 
is claimed. Dean had successfully 
evaded capture by Government 
agents for months, and was believed 
dead until apprehended in a Chi- 
cago restaurant some months ago. 
Buth he and Kaufman are out on 
bail. It is charged both men used 
threats to extort the money, saying 
if it was not forthcomin,, they would 
cal] a strike in the IATSE. 


Buffalo Variety Fetes 
Former Barker, Now Ill 


Buffalo, March 24. 


Variety Club, Tent No. 7, tendered 
the first testimonial of the year to 








The first | /0rmer Chief Barker, Jake Lavene, 


who has been ill for two years. Over 
150 barkers were present, including 
Mayor Joseph J. Kelly, who present- 
ed a check to the guest of honor. 

Lavene is under constant care of 
his physician, who was present dur- 
ing the celebration. 





PRC’S CONVENTION 


Franchise-Holders Converge on 
Hollywood May 4-7 








Producers Releasing Corp. will 
hold a national eonvention of its 
franchise-holders in Hollywood May 
4-7. 

Leon Fromkess, v.p. in charge of 
production, arrived in Hollywood 


| Monday (28) and will remain until 


the conclave, working in the interim 
with George Batcheller, in charge of 
feature production, and Sig Neufeld, 
supervisor of westerns, on the 1942- 
43 product to be announced at the 
convention. 


Leo McCarthy, newly-named as- 
sistant to sales manager Arthur 
"Greenblatt, left Saturday (21) for a 
tour of the western exchanges, which 
are under his supervision. He’ll wind 
up in Hollywood in time for the 
convention. 





Lesser’s Studio Move 


Hollywood, March 24. 


Sol Lesser closed a deal for rental 
space at -the California Studios, 
owned by Harry Sherman, and is re- 
modeling several offices prior to 
moving in. 

Sherman has five sound stages on 
the lot, two ef which are rented by 
Columbia. In addition, he is re- 
building the old western street to 
save rubber when sagebrush films 





demand village gunplay. 








Studio Contracts 


Hollywood, March 24. 

Michael Harold Barnitz, 14 months 
old, signed by Universal. 

Richard Fraser, British 
inked contract with Warners. 

Mrs. Leslie Morris, known profes- 
sionally as Leslie, signed as chief de- 
signer by RKO. 

Lupe Velez renewed for three 
more pictures by RKO. 

Robert Weldon handed actor ticket 
by Universal. 

Pete Smith renewed for three 
years as shorts producer at Metro. 

Roy Rogers optioned for one year 
by Republic. 

Janet Burston drew minor contract 
at Metro. 

Wiard B. Ihnen renewed as art di- 
rector at 20th-Fox. 

Lee Bonnell inked actor ticket 
at RKO. 


Don Porter handed player ticket 
by Universal. 


Richard Simmons drew playing 
pact at Metro. 


Bennett George signed to ride 
another year for Harry Sherman 
at Paramount. 


Andy Clyde renewed for two 
years by Parmount. 


B.0. FELT PAST 
WEEK'S INCOME 
TAX: 10%, DIP 


Boxoffices throughout the nation 
were hit harder by the stepped-up 
income tax this year than ever be- 
fore in history, in the opinion of the- 
atre men, who state that aggregate 
quick reports on business showed a 
sharp downward trend during the 
past week. Extent of the drop is 
difficult to estimate pending final 
figures, but believed that the descent 
compared with the same week for 


1941 was at least 10%. 

Operators in possession of reports 
on business point out that Wednes- 
day (18) two days after the deadline 
for the filing of income tax returns, 
was generally very bad, but that the 
past weekend (21-22) was notso poor 
in ratio to averages as that particu- 
lar day. On the entire week, how- 
ever, since payment of taxes was 
made, the trend has been downward, 
regardless of pictures, weather or 
other favorable factors. 

An operating executive for one of 
the large chains attributes a portion 
of the drop to Lent and Holy Week, 
which starts Sunday (29), although 
experience in recent years has been 
that the Lenten period has not had 
any important effect on grosses in 
some sections of the country. 

Expectation is that the severity of 
income taxes, hitting the lower wage 
earners for the first time, will not 
only be reflected in theatre grosses 
at this time, but also on each quarter 
when installments must be paid as 
well as between when people are 
saving their money in order to meet 
payments as they become due. 


PLENTY BAND 
SHORTS BY RKO; 











actor, 











Hollywood, March 24. 
RKO is giving music a heavy ride 
in shorts, with 13 of the briefies 
slated for the new season built 
around bands, 
Usual other short subjects com- 
plete year’s output. 


Hooves Will Fly Faster 


Hollywood, March 24. 
Gene Autry got away to an un- 
usually fast start in ‘Beyond the 
Great Divide’ at Republic, intent on 
finishing the picture in time to join 

his rodeo for its eastern invasion. 
Opening of the hoss show in 
Cleveland has been set back one 
day, from April 8 to 9, to give the 
star an extra day to complete his 











Hollywood chore. 





Sid Kent, 56, Dies of Heart Attack: 


20th-Fox Prez an Industry Leader 
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Selznick’s Other Outfit | 


Sacramento, March 24. 

David O. Selznick filed incorpora- 
tion papers for D.O.S. Films, Inc., a 
company designed to operate his 
personal business affairs apart from 
hi- present producing organization. 

T.isted as directors are Charles E. 
Millikan, Richard M. Goldwater, 
Herschel B. Green, S. Earl Wright 
and Donald A. Dewar. 

Selznick is opening offices in New 
York about May 1, following expira- 
tion of the lease on his old quarters 
at the end of April. Former offices 
were held in the name of his old 
company, Selznick-International, no 
longer functioning in production. 


UA ASKING FOR 407 FOR 
RE-EDITED ‘GOLD RUSH’ 


Whether Charles Chaplin goes | 
through with his plan for re-editing | 
and adding a sound track to ‘The 
Circus,’ made in 1937 will depend 
on b.o. success scored by ‘The Gold | 
Rush’ (1925), which he has given 
similar treatment. ‘Gold Rush’ has 
had three experimental dates so far, 
two of which have been very big 
and one, still in its first week, rather 
mild. 

United Artists is seeking 40% 
terms for ‘Gold Rush.’ It cost about 
$125,000 to rejuvenate it and if it 
shows’ a profit, Chaplin will make 
an immediate start on ‘The Circus.’ 

Meantime, he has paid approxi- 
mately $25,000 for screen rights to 
Paul Vincent Carroll’s _legiter, 
‘Shadow and Substance.’ How soon 
this goes before the cameras hinges 
on whether Chaplin decides to do 
the screenplay himself or hire some- 
one else. If he does it himself, 
conformance with his manner 
working, it may take a year or more. | 

















in | 
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Hawks’ ‘Jenny’ For 


New RKO Releasing 


‘Portrait of Jenny,’ novel by | 
Robert Nathan, has been purchased 
by William Hawks for independent 
production. Hawks and his brother, 
Howard Hawks, recently inked a 
releasing pact with RKO. ‘Jenny,’ 
published a year ago and previously 
a Red Book mag novel, brought 
around $6,500 for screen rights. 

Another book to be filmed for 
RKO release is ‘The Fallen Sparrow,’ 
mystery novel by Dorothy B. Hughes 
which the studio bought last week. 
It’s to be serialized in American 
Magazine before book publication. 
Price approximately $12,500. 

‘Lassie Come Home,’ a short story 
by Eric Knight, has been purchased 
by Jack Emanuel, an indie producer. | 
Price around $3,500. Metro bought 
an unproduced play by one if its 
studio employes, Patricia Coleman. 
Called ‘Bury Me Not,’ it brought 
$40,000. 


Mickey, Freddie Team 


Hollywood, March 24. 

Mickey Rooney and Freddie Bar- 
tholomew are teamed again for the 
first time in four years on the screen 
in ‘A Yank at Eton,’ which rolled 
yesterday (Mon.) at Metro under | 
Norman Taurog’s direction. 

First time the kids played together 
was in ‘Little Lord Fauntleroy’ six 
years ago. They met again in ‘Lord 
Jeff’ in 1938. 




















Cahn Leaves ‘Gang’ 


Hollywood, March 24. 
Metro upped Edward Cahn from 
his chore as pilot of ‘Our Gang’ 
comedies to directorship of features, 
with ‘Cx Train,’ a Jack Chertok pro- 
duction, as his first job. 





Cahn's former assistant, Bert 
Glazer, became ‘Our Gang’ director. 
KING RUBBER 


Hollywood, March 24. 

King Brothers, who recently com- 
pleted ‘Klondike Fury’ for Mono- 
gram release, are going in for front- 
page stuff in their next picture, ‘Hot 
Rubber.’ 

Film, dealing with the tire situa- 
tion, is being whipped up by Henry 
Miller for early production. 





| won 
| worked for him 


Sidney Raymond Kent, 56, whose 
courage, foresight and executive 
ability long since established him 
as an outstanding leader in the mo- 
tion picture industry which he 
helped develop, died in his pent- 
house home on Park avenue in New 
York City at 3 a.m. March 19, follow. 
ing a heart attack an hour earlier, 
Mr. Kent, president of 20th Century- 
Fox Film Corp., had spent all day 
Wednesday (18) at his office 

Mr. and Mrs. Kent had planned 
leaving for a vacation in Florida on 
Friday (20). Recovering carly last 
winter from a heart condition which 
had kept him in bed several months, 
Kent recently had been putting in 
considerable time at his office and in 
January, following eastern labor 


.| sessions which he attended, he went 


to the Coast for two weeks of studio 
huddles. : 

Mr. Kent also attended a three- 
day sales session of his company in 
Chicage three weeks ago and since 
returning to N. Y. had been spend- 
ing more time in his office than pre- 
viously. 

Heart Trouble 


The 20th-Fox head suffered his 
first heart attack about three years 
ago, has had others, and from time 
to time has been forced to either 
remain away from work or go into 
the office only for a half day or 
shorter. He is said to have taken up 
Christian Science recently. 

Mr. Kent would have been 57 on 
July 30 next, but of late ycars aged 
considerably in appearance. He 
was among the six highest paid ex- 
ecutives in the film business and 
for more than a score of years had 
made big money. When he resigned 
from Paramount in January, 1932, to 
go to 20th-Fox, he was earning $104,- 
000 yearly, plus handsome bonuses 
which Par had given its executives 
for several years. Mr. Kent was 


, earning nearly $4,000 weekly with 


20th up to last year, when he volun- 


| tarily cut his own salary, earning ex- 


actly $126,519, plus expenses of $200 
weekly. Kent also had oil interests 
in Texas. 
Alger Career 

Kent’s Horatio Alger career was 
glamorous and meteoric. He was 
born on a farm at Marysville, Kan- 
sas, the son of English immigrants. 
When he was 13 the family moved 


| to Lincoln, Neb., and Mr. Kent gave 


up school to go to work stoking boil- 
ers in a greenhouse at $5 a week. 

Three years later Kent went to 
western Canada and joined a sur- 
veying crew working for the Ca- 
nadian National Railway. Before 
he was 20, he hooked up with the 
Colorado Fuel & Iron Co, in a re- 
sponsible capacity and in 1912 joined 
the American Druggists’ Syndicate, 
finally becoming assistant to the 
president. 

His first brush with pictures came 
through his acquaintance with Frank 
Hitchcock, former Postmaster Gen- 
eral of the United States, who had 
been assigned to liquidate the old 
General Film Co. which had been 
declared in violation of the Sherman 
anti-trust laws. Hitchcock and Kent 
spent three years settling the com- 
pany’s judgments, which amounted 
to $25,000,000, and then he contacted 
Adolph Zukor for a position with 
Famous Players-Lasky. 

Starting out as a special sales rep- 
resentative on trouble-shooting as- 
signments in various parts of the 
country, he became branch manager 
at Kansas City, subsequently a dis- 
trict manager in that area and finally 
in May, 1919, was appointed gen- 
eral sales manager for Famous. 

Pioneered Sales Methods 

A  super-salesman who quickly 
the devotion of those who 
and, in turn, was 
equally devoted to them. Kent in- 
augurated many of the methods of 
selling film which are standard in 
the industry today, including selling 
on percentage. He was the first to 
divide the country into sales zones 
and organized the first training 
school for film salesmen. 

In 1926 Kent became _ general 
manager of Paramount and in 1930 
he was elected a vice president. 
Friction in Par at a time when it 
was nearing bankruptcy led to Kent's 
resignation in January, 1932, and the 
same month he joined 20th as presi- 
dent. He previously had been made 


an offer to become president of 
RKO but that deal fell through. 
As president of 20th-Fox, Kent 
was responsible for the financial re- 
organization of that company which 
gained for him the esteem of the 
(Continued on page 53) 
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‘ALL FILMS 





Despite UMPI Opposition. No New 
Plan for Blocks-of-12 Is Expected: 
Individual Distributor Concessions? 





Although there has been opposi- 
tion to the selling plan of the United 
Motion Picture Industry calling for 
blocks-of-12, sources close to devel- 
opments in the UMPI movement do 
not look for a substitute plan at 
meetings of the subcommittee start- 
ing today (Wed.) in New York. : 

It is believed in this connection 
that the final sales formula to be 
agreed upoh by UMPI will not vary 
much from the original plan worked 
out two weeks ago, despite outright 
rejection by two exhib associations 
and objections raised by others, in- 
cluding the Motion Picture Theatre 
Owners of America. 

Predictions are that there will be 
no change so far as cancellation 
privileges under sales in groups of 
12 are concerned, although pointed 
out that distributors may voluntarily 
grant additional concessions when 
making deals. UMPI plan calls for 
quarterly sales and a maximum of 
12 pictures at a time, including five 
that are to be tradeshown and seven 
that are not. Exhkibs averaging up 
to $100 in rentals may cancel two 
out of the seven unscreened films, 
while those averaging higher license 
fees, based on prices paid during 
1940-41, may cance] out only one. 

Principal complaint against the 
UMPI proposals concerns cancella- 
tions, with the MPTOA and various 


regional exhib units wanting an un- | 


conditional 20% on the entire group 
of 12 pictures or in whatever num- 
ber they are sold. Although various 
state units in the MPTOA have not 
reported action, several have ap- 


(Continued on page 18) 





Uncle Sam’s Tax Income 
From Amusements in Jan. 





+ 


Slow Jerk 





Hollywood, March 24. 

Henry Fonda shoved his finger 
{nto the machinery of a tractor 
and didn’t jerk it out soon 
enough. 20th-Fox has suspended 
shooting on the picture for three 
weeks. 

Title is ‘The Magnificent Jerk.’ 


Par Brushoft 
To RKO Pix in 
NW Burns Latter 


Minneapolis, March 24. 
Angry over allegedly ‘unfair,’ first - 
run, play-off treatment for its prod- 
uct in the Twin Cities, at the hands 
of the Minnesota Amusement Co. 
(Paramount circuit), RKO here is 
threatening to release its pictures to 
Twin City subsequent runs before 

they’ve had downtown first-runs. 


Moreover there are intimations 
that the dissatisfaction may throw 











as far as the pooling of RKO and 
|Mort H. Singer Twin City theatres 
with those of Minnesota Amus. is 
concerned. RKO declares it isn’t 
going to sit by as theatre partners 
and permit its pictures to pile up 
while other distributors’ releases are 
being played. However, the present 
pooling arrangement was renewed 
only a short time ago and has nearly 





Dips Nearly $2,000,000 * yee the 12 RKO pictures ac- 





Washington, March 24. 

Downbeat in turnstile volume sent 
the Treasury’s February haul from 
amusements (both commercial and 
home varieties) down nearly $2,000,- 
000 under the prior month’s level 
but, due to the relatively new levies, 
Uncle Sam’s aggregate take was al- 
most $6,300,000 better than in the 
corresponding 1941 stanza. 

Latest monthly Treasury summary 
showed Saturday (21) an Overall 
grab of $13,147,101 in comparison 
with $15,080,836 in January and 
$6,845,000 in February, 1941. 

Though the take slumped as usual 
at the start of the year, the broader 
admissions levy was chiefly respon- 
sible for the better showing from 
amusements. (Last year there were 
no comparable imposts on records, 
musical instruments, slot machines 
and jukeboxes, bowling alleys and 
pool tables), 

Admissions yielded $9,769,397 in 
February (based on January re- 
ceipts), which was a 
$1,586,242 under the previous month’s 
Payment to Uncle Sam. This is the 
second monthly slump in a row, but 
the actual Government haul still 


topped by more than $2,000,000 the | 


biggest sum pocketed last year be- 
fore the scale was changed. After 
only two months, the Federal Treas- 
ury has credited almost $1,000,000 
more than was collected in three 
months last year. 

Booming sales of radio sets was 
indicated by the Treasury—undoubt- 
edly a result of the first War Pro- 
duction Board order for curtailment 
of output. The tax receipts were 
$2,697,303, as compared with $2,650,- 
829 the preceding month and a mere 
$350,149 the same 1941 stanza. Rec- 
ord sales continued upward, with 
the February tax collections touch- 
ing $140,863, a rise of $19,100 in a 
month. 

The other levies brought in the 
following amounts during February: 
musica! instruments, $360,487; slot 
machines and jukeboxes, $158,803; 
Sarting alleys and poolrooms, $38,- 


decline of | 


| cumulated on the shelves is ‘Dumbo.’ 
{What burns up the company 
lespecially is the fact that this film 
has been repeatedly announced for 
the Century and then set back, only 
|to have Paramount's cartoon comedy, 
|‘Mr. Bug Goes to Town,’ finally 
|shoved in ahead of it for the week 
|starting Friday (27). ‘Dumbo’ had 
|been advertised on the Century 
|screeen and in the lobby as ‘coming’ 
|for more than a month previously. 
Now it apparently has been post- 
poned indefinitely. 


MILGRAM ADDS 6 MORE; 
LARGEST PHILLY INDIE 


Philadelphia, March 24. 

Affiliated Theatres last week 
added six more to the group, bring- 
ing the circuit’s total to 25 houses— 
the largest indie circuit now in this 
territory. The newly acquired thea- 
tres include the Shaver, Shavertown; 
|Band Box, Middleburg: Diamond, 
Hazelton; Favini, Scranton; Favini, 
Jessup, and Favini, Peckviile 
Pennsylvania. 

President of the circuit 
E. Milgram. 





Censors Still Outlaw 
Hughes’ ‘The Outlaw’ 


‘The Outlaw.’ gathering dust for 
the past year while producer How- 
ard Hughes has battled with vari- 
ous censor boards over the cuts de- 
| manded, will be released later this 
spring or in the fall. Exact time 
hasn’t been determined yet, how- 
ever, and no dates have been set. 

New York and Pennsylvania cen- 
sors are the only ones with whom 
agreements haven't been reached and 
negotiations are currently continu- 
ing. Hughes feels that a settlement 
in the two states can be made with- 
out going to court. 
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a monkey wrench in the machinery | 


—all in | 


is David | 








CANT BE ON @’ | 


Indie N.Y. Circuits Looking Over 
Theatres That Might Be Available; 
Follows Survey of Houses By Par 


DISTRIBS WANT 
THOSE WEEKENDS 


Exhibs Say It’s OK With 
Them, Froviding They Can 
Arrange Three or Four 
Sundays in Some Sort of a 
New Weekly Calendar 








TOUGH ON TERMS? 





Milwaukee, March 24. 

Exhibs here are all hot and both- 
ered over .the increasing percent- 
age demands of the distribs, pro- 
testing there aren’t enough Sundays 
to give preferred playing time 
to all the pictures the sellers in- 
sist be shown only on weekends 
when trade is lush. 

‘You'll give us a Sunday date on 
this picture,’ say the distribs to the 
exhibs, ‘or you don’t get it at all.’ 

‘Allright,’ retort the exhibs, ‘you 
change the calendar to give us three 
or four Sundays a week and we'll! 
play it; otherwise we can’t.’ 

Thus the argument goes, 
they’re getting nowhere fast. 

Business on weekends under pre- 
vailing conditions is decidedly up, 
while the trend for the rest of the 
week is down, a condition attributed 
te booming defense industries in 
which men are working such long 
hours that theatre-going during the 
week is out, the weekends being the 
only time in which the workers can 
relax. 

Under percentage bookings, for 
which the ante has risen from 30 
and 35% to 40 and 50%, the exhibs 
want to play their best product on 
the weekends to get the most out of 
it, and the distribs assert that if their 
product isn’t dated for a Sunday it 
is automatically placed in the ‘crow’ 
class and its earnings hurt accord- 
ingly. 

The indies particularly are cOm- 
plaining, most of them being de- 
cidedly opposed to percentage, pre- 
ferring by far the flat buy, but if 
they don’t take a percentage deal 
they don’t get the product. 

Daylight saving, which hurt tem- 
porarily when it first went into ef- 
fect locally, has ceased to be a de- 
terrent to trade now and business 
is right back to where it was be- 
fore, but what it will be as the 
weather warms up and the days be- 
come longer is something they’re 
currently worrying about. 


PAR’S N.Y.-MADE QUIZ SHORTS 


Paramount is producing its first 
shorts in the east since disposing of 
its Astoria studio to the U. S. Army 
this week. Employing the old Edi- 
son plant in the Bronx. 

Leslie Roush is producing a new 
group of ‘Quiz Kids’ shorts, shooting 
¢ arting Monday (23). 


and 








+> 





Hoppy Herded Home 





Hollywood, March 24. 


Tire shortage, not redskins or 
rustlers, routed Hopalong Cas- 
sidy out of his mountain Ioca- 
tion at Lone Pine, Cal., and 
chased him back to the vicinity 
of Hollywood where Harry Sher- 
man, his producer, has a studio 
with a western street. 

Sherman is adding a few more 
wild west touches, such as a 
bank to hold up and a saloon 
for indoor gunplay. It is cheaper 
than transportation to the dis- 
tant hills. 


All But Metro 


Want Joe Breen 











With exception of Metro, reported 
that all major company members of 
the Motion Picture Producers & 
Distributors Association are now 
agreed to bring Joe Breen back as 
head of the Production Code Ad- 


ministration. Understood that draw- 
back to consummating proposed 
deal with Breen lies in overcoming 
opposition of M-G studio execs who 
registered displeasure when Breen 
left his PCA post in a surprise move 
to become head of RKO studios. 


Majority of MPPDA members 
have not given up hopes of getting 
Metro to agree to plans which have 
been worked out. Nick Schenck, 
Loew’s prexy, who went to the 
Coast last week, was to take up the 
matter while at the studio. Schenck 
favors Breen’s return, from _ ac- 
counts, 


Meantime Breen’s position at RKO 
is that of studio head. Placed di- 
rectly under Breen is Charles W. 
Koerner as head of the creative 
division. Understood that all other 
studio execs are to report directly 
to Koerner, instead of to Breen, as 
formerly, while this arrangement 
remains in force. Reginald Ar- 
mour, assistant general manager in 
charge of the back lot, E. Rettig, 
William Holman and others are 
under Koerner’s wing under cur- 
rent experimental setup. 








Exhibs Discuss Six-Day Theatre Week 


e + 
| upon the management of a theatre to 
i vel 0 or ower lr al ell prove dunkenness, incompetence or 
| 


Recalling that picture houses went 
on a six-day week during World War 
I, first closing on Sundays and later 
switching to Mondays or Tuesdays, 
exhibitors are again discussing pos- 
sibility of the six-day operating basis 
ia event of curtailment of product. 

Of possibly greater significance in 
theatre operation would be the coal 
situation in case of slower transpor- 


tation due to right of way to war | 


material shipments, while power and 
labor supplies would also come un- 
der consideration when war indus- 
tries hit their peak. 

Some operators are of opinion that 
a six-davy-week will not come into 
effect until such fime as power be- 
gins to be used up at a rate which 
will call for conservation. These 
operators also recall that during the 
last war, when houses first closed 
Sundays, grosses on Monday were so 
heavy that the Sunday closing loss 
was fully compensated for. 

Of the several propositions 


advanced for cutting down the 
amount of screen running time 
per theatre, it is understood that 
many 
per-week shutdown idea. 
will be done until the priorities rul- 
ing is made, but it has been under 
discussion and pointed up as the 
most logical solution for economiz- 
‘ing on material. 

Any such shuttering would logic- 
_ally fall on an off-day such as Mon- 
day when numerous theatres play 
only to 25-40% of capacity. Ma- 
|jority of houses have sufficient seat- 
ing capacity to take care of this 
added 25-40% business, lost on Mon- 
days, on the following day, or 
|spread out through the week. One- 
day closing would reduce. the 
amount of positive film consumption 
by’ one-seventh. Further it would 
mean a saving on power, wear-and- 
tear on equipment and also free the- 
‘atre employees an extra day week- 
ly for a war defense work. 


Back With Hays 


exhibitors favor the one-day- | 
Nothing | 





Independent circuit operators in 
the Greater New York area are re- 
ported inspecting theatre properties 
that may be on the market with a 
view to sewing them up for them- 
selves in a move obviously designed 
to buck Paramount on a plan to 
invade the territory by acquiring 
a chain of its own, as result of prod- 
uct difficulties. 


Par which could not get together 
with the Skouras and Century cir- 
cuits on a product deal this season, 
is said to have made a comprehen- 
sive survey of the entire zone in 
which these chains operate, includ- 
ing N. Y., Brooklyn, Long Island, 
northern New Jersey, Westchester 
and lower N. Y. state, to determine 
the advisability of organizing a sub- 
sequent-run chain of its own as 
guarantee for ouilet of its pictures. 

High company executives are un- 
derstood to have personally in- 
spected numerous theatres and 
looked over sites on which Par might 
build, as well as stores which lend 
themselves to conversion into pic- 
ture houses; but no options, so far as 
is known, have been taken. 

Meantime, with indie operators 
learning about Par’s interest in 
building up a circuit for itself in 
the Greater N. Y. zone and sur- 
rounding country, they are them- 
selves. scouting around to see if 
there are any stray houses on the 
available lists which they might 
grab. 

Terms Squabbles 


Purported interest of Par in ac- 
quiring or building theatres in 
N. Y., Brooklyn, Westchester, etc. 
stems from inability of the distribu- 
tion department to obtain what it 
believes are ‘fair terms’ for its pic- 
tures from subsequent-run circuits 
which it sells in the metropolitan 
N. Y. region. In order to play the 
territory, it is in the position of 
having to give its product to the 
independents, such as Skouras and 
Century, or not play the 85 houses 
of these two circuits at all. Both 
Skouras and Century refused to 


(Continued on page 18) 


If a Stagehand’s Fired 
For Stew Stuff, Burden 
Of Proof’s on Theatre! 


Negotiations between Theatrical 
Protective Union No. 1, New York 
stagehands, and N. Y. theatres using 
stageshows, ate in a state of flux as 
result of discord over the condition 
with respect to seasonal employment 
and the discharge of members for 
stated causes. 

The union wants a new contract 
which would make it incumbent 








dishonesty in order to fire a stage- 


jhand or maintenance man, whéreas 
{previously under the so-called sea- 
;sonal employment clause, a theatre 


|could replace an entire crew twice 
a year if it liked. 

Managerial resistance to the no- 
fire clause arises largely from the 
fact that if a theatre feels it is justi- 
fied in discharging a stagchand or 
maintenance man, it must prove it to 
the executive board of No. 1 before 
the man may be removed from the 
payroll. 

Pointed out that if a stagehand 
showed up at the theatre drunk this 
would then probably mean that doc- 
tors would have to be called to at- 
test to the fact, or else No. 1 might 
decide otherwise. In any event, on 
charges of drunkenness, incompe- 
tence or dishonesty, the theatre 
would have to give a two weeks’ 
notice. : 

In addition to repeal of the sea- 
sonal employment clause, No. 1 ig 
asking for a 15% increase, retroac- 
tive to Feb. 1 last, and other condi- 
tions. 
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(CCLOR) (COLOR) 

Paramount release of Cecil B. DeMille United Artists release of Alexander Korda 
production; directed by DeMille Stars | production. Features Sabu, Joseph Calleia, 
Rav Milland. John Wayne, Paulette God-j| John Qualen, Frank Puglia, Rosemary De 
dard: features Kaymond Massey, Robert | Camp Patricia O'Rourke, Ralph Byrd. 
Preston, Susan Hayward, Lynne Overman, | Directed by Zoltan Korda. Screenplay and 
Screenplay by Alan LeMay, Charies Ben- | dialog by Laurence Stallings, from Rudyard 
ne't and Jesse Lasky. Jr., from novel_hv] Kipling’s book, Production designed by 
Thelma Strabel. Associate producer, Bill} Vincent Korda. Cameras, Lee Garmes and 
Pine: asso, director, Arthur Rosson; score, | W. Howard Green; music, Miklos Rozsa; 
Victor Young: cameras, Victor Milner, | editor, William Hornbeck. Previewed in 
William V. Skall; process photography, | projection reom, N.Y.. March 23, "42. Run- 
F t Fdovart: e tito Ann Runechers. | ning time, 108 MINS, 

Pre iewed in Projection Room. N. Ys ee ee ee Pe PT 
March 20, ’42. Running time: 124 MENS. Huldeo ety Anh La et daly « 3, Josephs Callela 

; . : 

Step Tolliver.....++0 -. Ray Milland | The Barber......s-ccesesesseses John Qualen 
Capt. Jack Martin «poke bee SeGrne 1 Tie -PunGlt. cocosscesetsetces Frank Puglia 
Loxi Claiborne.......+e...Paulette Goddarl | Messua......seeceeess Rosemary De Camp 
King Cutler......++ eooe Raymond Massey | Mahala.......cccccccesess Patricia O'Rourke 
Dan Cutler......-cccccoess--keobert Preston | Durga... .s..cccccccccccecseeres Ralph Byrd 
Drusilla Alston...........-Susan Hayward | Rao..........ccccecveccecccess John Mather 
Capt. Phillip Philpott......Lynne Overman | English Girl. .cccscceseeseeenee Faith Brook 
‘Bully’ Brown. ........s00- Chasing Ricskferd | Gitth. .....ccrscencedeeceses Noble Johnson 
Commodore Devereaux.... Walter Hampden ; 

Ivy Devereaux.........+- ame. © er On the same grand scale of pic- 
gy ene hl ae eee Riedon | torial elaborateness which charac- 
Aunt Henrietta Beresford....Hedda Honper | terized ‘Thief of Bagdad, Alexander 
Mrs. Mottream........-.00++: , Victor Fitian | Korda brings again to the screen the 
Cant. Carruthers. .o++.+9+++: epic meg | diminutive East Indian player. Sabu, 
A eet me viale poor "Wee Willie Davis | in a film version of Rudyard Kip- 
Sam. the Mate..-...-...,....Lane Chandler | ling’s ‘Jungle Book.’ It is impressive 
Indge Mervin... ..seeeeeress Davidson Clark | panorama of India, a country and a) 
SNES. GF EONSIBs + 200590 iz a0 askew ore, | people that right now are holding 
rag fey , eaiaen terete Milburn Stone | the attention of the world. Such 
MAES, . .46eccbybneeestves eat Ben Carter | timeliness as showmanship may ex- 





Marking his 30th anniversary as a| 


producer, director and writer of mo- 
tion pictures, Cecil] B. DeMille once 
again delves into the less familiar 
archives of American historical lore. 
This time he brings forth ‘Reap the 


Wild Wind,’ a melodrama of Atlantic | 


coastal shipping in the windjammer 
days, 100 years ago. It is a film pos- 
sessing the spectacular sweep of col- 
orful backgrounds which character- 
ize the DeMille type of screen enter- 
tainment. Also, it is his fifth suc- 
cessive piece of screen Americana, 
starting with ‘The Plainsman’ and 
including ‘The Buccaneer,” ‘Union Pa- 
cific,” and ‘Northwest Mounted Po- 
lice” In popularity and boxoffice 
draft, however, it is unlikely to reach 
the records of some of its immediate 
predecessors. 

‘Wild Wind’ is peopled with men 
who sailed the seas for rich profits 
as ships’ owners and masters in trade 


with the West Indies and So. Ameri- 
can ports. In conflict is a daring 
and scavenger group that lived on 
the water front of the dangerous Key 
West passage and thrived on salvage 
reclaimed from cargoes of vessels 
wrecked gon the reefs in tropical hur- 
ricanes. Beene of the ‘rescuers’ were 
not above scheming with confeder- 
ates for the deliberate breaking up of 
ships. Salvage was a racket as well 
as a hazardous trade. 

Heroine of the story, as told orig- 
inally by Thelma Strabel in a Sat- 
evepost serial, is an untamed daugh- 
ter of the shoals, who has fallen heir 
to a salvage ship. Paulette Goddard 
plays the part with a good deal of 
physical enthusiasm. Much is de- 
manded of her. She does a turn at 
the piano as a chanteuse. Later she 
is struggling in the water fully 
clothed. Romantically, her affections 
are torn between two rivals, Ray 
Milland and John Wayne. The trio 
carry star billing. Other DeMille 
pictures have had more potent mar- 
quee lure. 

If interest in the sea-faring vicissi- 
tudes of the principals says in spots 
during the two hours required for 
unreeling the film, the cause may be 
attributed to the manner in which 
the story is told, rather than any 
lapse in the scenic panorama or in the 
efforts of the players. 

After a short foreword by DeMille, 
the picture opens with scenes of a 
hurricane, shipwreck and struggle 
for bounty among the salvage work- 
ers. This melodramatic fempo is too 
swift to be maintained. Various 
angles of plot and contest necessarily 
must be introduced. The pacing is 
uneven. 

Towards the end, however, the ac- 
tion quickens. There is a unique film- 
ing of an undersea battle between a 


giant squid, of octopus descent, and | 


the two male protagonists. Despite 


its obvious make-believe, it is shrewd | 


filming, 
likely to be the most talked about 
iheident in’ Me meture.” 

Done in Technicolor throughout, 
the production is a visual triumph. 


Some of the marine scenes are 
breath-taking. There is skillful 
blending, also, of process photog- 


raphy and miniature, both above and 
below the water line. Farciot Edou- 
art is credited with these unusual 
scenes. Major camera assignment 
fell to Victor Milner and William V. 
Skall. 

Cast is a large one and DeMille has 
assembled some well known support- 
ing players. Raymond Massey. in the 
role of the chief villain and sabo- 
teur, is menace enough for a dozen 
films. Lynne Overman has one of 
his happiest assignments in a com- 
edy part. With so much emphasis 
on action, there is scant time for 
Susan Hayward and Robert Preston 
to develop their secondary romantic 

lot. Walter Hampden, Elisabeth 

isdon. Hedda Hopper and others 
heave bit parts. 

Much of interest is in the architec- 
tural reproductions of the period. 
The interiors are elaborate and the 
costuming vivid. Production through- 
out expresses the finest technical at- 
tention, both in preparation and exe- 
cution, Flin. 


realistic and thrilling, and | 











\tract from that angle, and the fact 
ithat the book a generation ago was 
widely read, may help its boxoffice 
jintake. It is a problem in exploita- 
| tion, nevertheless, with need of spe- 
hg handling in key cities. 

Kipling’s character, Mowgli, who 
| strayed into the jungle as a child and 
| was brought up by a she-wolf in ap- 
proved Remus and Romulus style, is 
most likely to be confused by film- 
goers with Tarzan. Laurence Stal- 
lings has written the screenplay, and 
although he has developed some of 
the spectacular opportunities, the 
human-interest elements have been 
slighted. Mowgli’s return to the na- 
tive village as a grown-up youth and 
his subsequent adventures in civili- 
zation are handled in neither a hu- 
morous nor dramatic manner. The 
saga of the boy who could converse 
with animals is related very serious- 
ly, whereas the theme might have 
been better entertainment if treated 
in a lighter vein. 

As directed by Zoltan Korda, the 
fiction takes secondary place to the 
highly interesting and sometimes 
amazing views of jungle animals in 
the brilliance of colored photography. 
Nothing was spared in effort and pa- 
tience to assemble an unusual gallery 
of wild life. Some of the vistas, 
which in turn were designed by Vin- 
cent Korda, gave the illusion of dee 
forest depths, of dank underbrus 
and forbidden nooks. Tigers, pan- 
thers, hyenas, elephants and the en- 
tire jungle population lived and 
fought for survival in these sur- 
roundings. 

Much of the wild life as shown in 
its natural habitat is interesting. 
Some sign language between the 
animals and Mowgli might ade- 
quately have conveyed all the neces- 
sary dramatic values of their inti- 
macy. It is something of a shock 
and a complete destroyer of illusion, 
therefore, when Sabu carries on a 
whispered conversation with his 
cobras, pythons and some of the wild 
beasts. It is also a little silly. 

Depending almost entirely on the 
pictorial grandeur and the produc- 
tion novelty, Korda has neglected 
any but a slight development of the 
human equation. Players therefore 
have unimportant assignments, with 
the exception of Sabu, who swims 
and swings his way through the 
jungle with ease and grace. Joseph 
Calleia; John Qualen, Rosemary De 
Camp and Patricia O’Rourke have 
the other leading roles. Flin. 


Butch Minds the Baby 


Hollywood, March 21. 
Universal release of Damon Runyon (May- 
fair-Jules Levey) productions, Features Vir- 
ginia Bruce, Brod Crawford, Dick Foran 





Directed by Albert S. Rogell. Screenplay 
by Leonard Spigelgass, from magazine story 
by Damon Runyon; camera, Woody Bredell; 
editor, Milton Carruth; asst. director, How- 
ard Christie. Previewed at RKO Hill- 
street, I. A., March 20, 42. Running time, 
75 MINS. 

RR fy. Se ae Virginia Bruce 
Aloysius Gre an (‘Butch’)..Brod Crawford 
| Dennis Devlin.......... ° .-Dick Foran 
| Brand a ee eee Porter Hall 
| Harry the Horse....ssscsseess Richard Lane 
Blinky Sweeney....ccccscess Shemp Howard 
| Mrs. Taleocl. ..sccccsevcecccs: Rosina Galli 
eet. ere: erorres 94 aoe Kiba 
lS a rs ae Fuzzy Knight 
Cn 


Oe Oe Fie 50 es asetders 
J W 
| Michael 


-Grant Withe 
w th Carrington..Russel!l Hicks 
O’Neill......Baby Michael Barnitz 


8 


‘Butch Minds the Baby’ is an ef- 
fervescing and spontaneous piece of 
entertainment for widest audience 
appeal. It’s typically Runyonesque 
in both story and dialog, and the 
screen transposition retains all of the 
delightful flavor of the author’s 
original. Although light on marquee 
strength, picture is fine entertain- 
ment that will catch plenty of cus- 
tomers when word gets around—and 
may surprise with hefty biz. It’s a 
cinch for the family circuit. 

Picture has all the ingredients 
necessary for maximum audience at- 
tention. As title indicates, there’s a 
baby, a cute toddler of about a year, 
to catch ohs and ahs from the women 
patrons; and strong wicket attention 
will be obtained from the latter. So 
far as the men are concerned, pic- 
ture’s a natural. « 

Brod Crawford, ex-safe cracker 
paroled from Sing Sing, is provided 
with job of janitor of a brownstone 
flat building. When he saves Vir- 
ginia Bruce from suicide attempt, the 
tough guy goes soft for her baby and 





- — 
Miniature Reviews 

‘Reap the Wild Wind’ (Par) 
(Color). Another semi-historical 
DeMilie production, weighty with 
action at sea 100 years ago. 

‘Jungle Book’ (UA-Korda) 
(Color). Sabu in an elaborate 
pictorial version of Rudyard Kip- 
ling’s story; needs special selling. 

‘Butch Minds the Baby’ (U). 
Fine film version of Damon, 
Runyon tale, Strong for gen- 
eral runs. 

‘Two Yanks In Trinidad’ (Col). 
Pat O’Brien and Brian Don- 
levy in rowdy service comedy 
drama. Ok general appeal. 

‘Juke Box Jenny’ (U). Juke- 
box talent spoited in static filmu- 
sical for mild support in duals. 

‘Mokey’ (M-G), Training 
ground for studio talent, a lower- 
case budgeter with light enter- 
tainment appeal. Dual fillers. 

‘Yokel Bey’ (Songs) (Rep). 
Mediocre filler for duals. 

‘Man From _ Headquarters’ 
(Mono). Entertaining indie that 
will do all right. 











from there on it’s a continual series 
of laughable and human episodes, in 
which Crawford takes the baby un- 
der his wing—sidesteps law-breaking 
for the kid, but also jeopardizes his 
liberty to provide the youngster with 
an eventual education. He’s threat- 
ened and helped in turn by Dick 
Foran, young cop on the beat, who's 
also stuck on the baby—and Miss 
Bruce. 

Picture is studded with typical 
Runyon bright situations and lines; 
for which director Albert Rogell and 
scripter Leonard Snpigelgass can take 
bows. Characters are clearly sketched 
for maximum attention. Spigelgass 
caught the spirit and lightness of the 
Runyon tale for effective screen pres- 
entation, and Rogell carries through 
to turn out a zestful job of direction. 
Picture rates a follow-up from Run- 
yon for a possible series. 

Crawford turns in a top perform- 
ance as the tough cafe-cracker and 
slow-thinker, whose brain starts func- 
tioning when he’s given responsibil- 
ities of the baby’s care. Foran is 
excellent as the young cop, who’s 
continually confused by the strange 
softening of the ex-convict by the 
baby influence. Miss Bruce does well 
as the young mother and romance 
interest with Foran. Shemp Howard 
plays the pants off a Runyon char- 
acterization—an ex-bootlegger mug 
with bad eyesight who continually 
stumbles into people and doors. 
Strong support is provided by Rich- 
ard Lane, Rosina Galli and Porter 
Hall. Baby Michael Barnitz is one 
of the cutest tots uncovered in Holly- 
wood in’ some time, and Rogell show- 
cases his antics, coos and smiles to 
greatest advantage. Walt. 





2 Yanks in Trinidad 


(ONE SONG) 
Hollywood, March 20. 
Columbia release of Samuel Bischoff pro- 
duction. Stars Pat O’Brien and Brian Don- 
levy. Directed by Gregory Ratoff. Screen- 
play by Sy Bartlett, Richard Carroll, Harry 
Segall; story by Bartlett; additional dialog, 
Jack Henley; camera, Phillip Tannura; edi- 
tor, Viola Lawrence; asst. director, Norman 





Deming; song by Sammy Cahn and Saul 
Chaplin. Previewed at Pantages, March 19, 
’42. Running time, 82 MINS, 

ce eee Pat O’Brien 
Wee MPEGS os 000-00 sdcene> Brian Donlevy 
ee Pe ee eee Janet Blair 
James W. Buckingham III....Roger Clark 
Sergeant Valentine........ Donald MacBride 
aa John Emery 
TOO BONVOMBEP. cccccccccccceces Frank Jenks 
Bee OID vc albie 60600406 40'%% Frank Sully 
Bubbles........secceeceeeess Veda Ann Borg 
Colonel .Powers.. eeee-Clyde Fillmore 
Sea Captain.... eccodscvvcees Dick Curtis 
BRAND OD. 5 v8 cass ase cow casvesaces Sig Arno 





‘Two Yanks in Trinidad’ is a rough- 
and-ready rowdy service comedy- 
drama closely following the familiar 
Quirt-Flagg formula. It’s a good pic- 
ture of its type, and due for moderate 
attention and fairly profitable biz as 
key billtopper. Best groove, however, 
will be along the family circuit. 





} 
| 


| brawling laughs. 


Story evolves some new twists to 
the accented hnes7?- appear tonne 
service picture to generate solid 
O’Brien and Don- 
levy are partners—bit shot racketeers 
and close pals. A minor incident 
separates them, with O’Brien joining 
the army to escape Donlevy and the 
mob. He’s shipped to duty in Trini- 
dad, with Donlevy joining up to fol- 
low with bodyguards Frank Jenks 
and Frank Sully. There are the 
usual difficulties between Donlevy 
and tough top sergeant Donald Mac- 
Bride, until the pair get tangled with 
a German agent maneuvering to get 
shipments of oil through the bay 
minefields. Feud ends with the two 
pitching in to save each other and 
capture the Nazi spy. 

O’Brien provides a vigorous por- 
trayal as the two-fisted lead, and 
Donlevy clicks as the pursuer whose 
continual disregard of army disci- 
pline keeps things in an uproar. 
Jenks and Sully add minor trimmings 
as the two stooges of Denlevy, while 
MacBride is the tough sergeant, al- 
though sketched too broad via direc- 
tion. Janet Blair handles her assign- 
ment as the cafe entertainer in good 
style, singing one song, ‘Trinidad,’ in 





showmanly style. Roger Clark and 


John Emery are also okay in sup- 


P Direction by Gregory Ratoff ac- 
centuates every situation, th in 
comedy and drama, but picture main- 
tains generally fast pace to provide 
sufficient general entertainment for 
the regular runs. Walt. 


JUKEBOX JENNY 


(WITH SONGS) 
Hollywood, March 23. 

Universal release of Jas. G. Sanford pro- 
duction. Stars Ken Murray, Harriet Hil- 
liard, Charles Barnet band, Wingy Manone 
band, Milt Herth Trio; features Iris Adrian, 
King’s Men, Marjorie Gateson. Directed by 
Harold Young. Original screenplay, Robert 
Lees, Fred Rinaldo, Arthur V. Jones, Dor- 
eas Cochran; camera, John W. Boyle; music 
by Milton Rosen, Everett Carter, Charles 





Barnet. Running time, 65 MINS, 

Malcolm Hammond............ Ken Murray 
Genevieve Horton.......... Harriet Hilliard 
Roger Wadsworth.....0++.-.>: Don Douglas 
eet CGE 0605006000 pededicewhs Iris Adrian 
WEVG. TROTCOR. scadccccccces Marjorie Gateson 
BOORGIME. 6 6s ck cdcscns oscocvcscicngsen, 4am 
TOMMY......sceecesceceess-JO@ Brown, Jr. 
Brother WiGBs secicccecsncias Reed Hadley 
Brother Childs..... $eneee ob6ees Jack Arnold 
RR Ree eoccce «+--Charles Halton 
Jinx’s Lawyer.....sessse+ee+.William Ruhl 
CORTON oc 00.00% 405 esccceces --Don Dillaway 
Miss Carruthers.......... «++-Claire DuBrey 
First Custom Officer.......... James Flavin 
DORGAN. oc'cces seness erecececes +++». LaRiana 





Universal utilizes popular jukebox 
talent for musical showcasing in this 
program filmusical that will mildly 
— as support in the secondary 

uals. 


Static story and the same kind of 
direction provides bumpy presenta- 
tion of the lightweight story provided 
as a framework for the musical dis- 
play of current off-beat tunes. Effort 
to provide comedy momenis fails 
entirely with strained presentation 
by writer and director. 


Ken Murray is the dynamic sales 
manager for a record company oper- 
ated by Don Douglas and bankrolled 
by Marjorie Gateson. Douglas is en- 
gaged to the latter’s daughter, Har- 
riet Hilliard, but roped into inebri- 
ated marriage by Iris Adrian. In 
assisting to extricate Murray from 
his romantic difficulties, Murray 
falls for Miss Hilliard, and winds up 
making her a favorite of the jukebox 
trade through deft manipulations of 
the recording and dubbing processes. 


Charles Barnet, with his orchestra 
and trio, headline the musical enter- 
tainment, and his name may attract 
a few extra customers. Miss Hilliard, 
Miss Adrian and the King’s Men 
capably handle the vocal numbers— 
all in modern tempo—while the Milt 
Herth Trio toss off two snappy tunes 
with their unusual instrument com- 
bination. 

Score is evenly divided between 
past favorites and new tunes. Bar- 
net’s ‘Fifty Million Nickels’ is a 
pappy number for record attention, 
while ‘Swing It Mother Goose,’ sung 
by Miss Adrian, and ‘Give Out,’ vo- 
calized by Miss Hilliard, are above 
par. Swing tempo for ‘Then You'll Re- 
member M’ and ‘Sweet Genevieve’ 
is excellently arranged. Musical se- 
quences are spontaneous and peppy 
throughout, but the cast lacks enthu- 
siastic direction to provide more than 
static performances. Even Murray 
finds difficulty in tossing out lines 
for any kind of laugh reaction, and 
most of the story episodes are bore- 
some. Walt. 


MOKEY 


Hollywood, March 24. 


Metro release of J. Walter Ruben produc- 


tion. Features Dan Dnailey, Jr., Donna 
Reed, Bobby Blake. Directed by Wells 
Root. Screenplay by Root and Jan For- 
tune, based on stories by Jennie Harris 
Oliver; camera, Charles Rosher; editor, 


Frank Sullivan. Tradeshown in L. A 
March 24, '42. Running time, 87 MINS, 

Herbert Delano.......cccces Dan Dailey, Jr. 
RR TOO Me vcccantsccoasen. Donna Reed 
Mokey Delano Bobby Blake 





Booker T. Cumby.......... Cordell Hickman 
Brother Cumby..Wm, ‘Buckwheat’ Thomas 
Cindy Molishus.............. Etta McDaniel 
Begonia Cumby.......... Marcella Moreland 
i; Desi irnekdbamenias «i George Lioyd 
Sar, WOMMINNTON «cco nccecetssa ss Matt Moore 
mee Bg, Le: Cleo Desmond 
See, GMI, 5 cvacttecéetecescnas Cliff Clark 
I, SN i eee Ee Le Mary Field 
Brickley Autry....sccccc:; Bobby Stebbins 


Uncle Ben........0++see2++..8am McDaniel 





‘M ’ sg . . 
okey’ is minor leag-e entertain- 
PRT ee wilt heave'e sutfice with" 


filler dating in the secondary duals. | 


It’s a drama of a nine-yéar-old boy 
who continually generates trouble for 
himself and parents in semi-incor- 
rigible manner. It’s loosely-woven 
and 25 minutes too long in the tell- 
ing. 

Picture is one of the so-called 
training camp series tossed out by 
Metro in recent blocks (‘Finger At 
the Window’ and ‘Kid Glove Killer’ 
were of similar setup), in order to 
give new talent in all lines a chance 
to show their abilities for the front 
office execs at a minimum of produc- 
tion cost. Main difficulty in this in- 
stance is a rambling and non-jelling 
script that dwells too much on in- 
cidental material rather than hewing 
to a straight line of dramatic telling. 
Little Bobby Blake, in the title spot, 
displays talent at times, but is han- 
dicapped by the burdensome and epi- 
sodic script provided. Dan Dailey, 
Jr., is okay as the father, while Donna 
Reed is good as the new wife in the 
household who tried to understand 
the mischieviousness of her newly- 
acguired stepson. 


Wells. Root, responsible for the 


pane 


——< 


to handling the direction chores, 
might have done better on the meg- 
ging end if his writing had been more 
compact. Yarn is rather hard to 
catch and hold audience attention, 
There are intermittent periods of 
sympathy and bewilderment at the 
antics forced on the youngster dur- 
ing his acquisition of a new mother, 
but it adds up to a rambling narra- 
tive of minor interest for the on- 
looker. 

Bad jud mt is evidenced by 
studio officials making this one un- 
suitable for the kid trade. During 
young Blake’s runaway he waves a 
knife and talks about cutting off his 
head—certainly not good in a picture 
that might be shown to children of 
impressionable age. Walt. 


YOKEL BOY 


(WITH SONGS) 

Republic release of Robert North produc- 
tion. Features Albert Dekker, Joan Davis, 
lddie Foy, Jr., Alan Mowbray. Directed 
by Joseph Santley. Screenplay by Isabel 
Dawn from story by Russell Rouse, based 
on lecit musical by Lew Brown: camera, 





Ernest Miller; editor, Edward Mann; 
musical director, Cy Feuer; songs, Lew 
Brown, Sam Stept, Charles Tobias and 
Shawn-Petrillo-Ross, Previewed in Pro- 
jection Room, N. Y., March 18, '42. Run- 
ning time: 69 MINS, 

Bugesy Malone...... ...Albert Dekker 
Molly Malone... cccsccccosesess:: Joan Davis 
Joe Ruddy....seee -Eddie Foy, Jr. 
R. B. Barrie. cece ereccccers Alan Mowbray 
Al Devers... eveeccecersecs Roscoe Karns 
Amatoff....... ecceceoees+ Mikhail] Rasumny 
Vera Valaine..... Ponecrcce ser Lynne Carver 
TrIGHO?. cscosce eveccesseees-Marc Lawrence 
Professor....... Coweceeeersecess Tom Dugan 
JOHNSON. ....e008 ceccage es < Pierre Watkin 
is SUPE Te ecceeces James C, Morton 
Stenographer...ccccesesessess Marilyn Hare 





‘Yokel Boy’ works so hard to be 
funny you can -ee the perspiration 
standing right out on its brow. And 
that ain’t funny. Chalk it up as a 
modest supporter in the duals. likely 
to click better with th ‘yokel boys’ 
than the big cit foik. 


Republic bills the film as being 
based on the stage musical of the 
same name by Lew Brown. It’s true 
enough that Rep paid $5,000 for 
screen rights to Brown's ‘Yokel Boy’ 
—but it must be saving that script 
for another picture. This is based 
on an entirely different idea and 
doesn’t even contain any of the 
music of the legiter. Show was 
purchased as a vehicle for Judy 
Canova, star of the Broadway ver- 
sion, whom Rep had under contract, 
but she’s apparently gone with the 
original plot and music. 


The picture story, concocted by 
Russell Rouse and screenplayed by 
Isabel Dawn, starts off with a novel 
enough idea, but gets lost in inferior 
writing and direction. Joseph Sant- 
ley, whom Rep repeatediy assigns 
to megging these filmusicomedies, 
just doesn’t have the touch to set 
them off. 

Eddie Foy, Jr., probably as yokel 
a boy as can be found anywhere, is 
neatly cast as a guy from the stix 
whose local paper claims he has 
seen more films than anyone else in 
the country and can p-edict to the 
dollar what a picture will gross in 
the hometown. Roscoe Karns, Pp.a. 
for a brokendowr. Hollywood studio, 
brings him to the Coast as a gag, 
idea being he’ll pass on all the com- 
pany’s scripts. 

Hearing producer Alan Mowbray 
trying to cast a gangster role, Foy 
suggests the gangster himself for the 
part and he’s duly assigned to sign 
the tough guy (Aliert Dekker) for 
the role. Dekker gets screenstruck, 
causing plenty of complications, 
while Foy is getting himsc:f compli- 
cated with the muscleman’s sister, 
Joan Davis. Tom Dekker’s assistant 


Lawrence are L:-2kker’s assistant 
mobsters. 
Foy is the only member of the 


cast who seems to have been able 
to successfully get over the bad 
situations ond. lines. Dekker and 
Miss Davis sadly overplay for the 
comedy. Femme is given two tunes, 
‘It's Me Again,’ by Charles Tobias, 
Sam Stept and Lew Brown (who 
did original “Yokel Boy’ tunes) with 
revised lyrics by Sol Meyer, and 
‘Jim’ billed ar written by Shawn- 
Petrillo-Ross. Neither counts for 
Petrillo-Ross. Neither counts for 
much as done by Miss Davis, though 
the heart-throb melody of ‘Jim’ is 
still suggestive of its one-time click 
proportions. Herb. 


Man From Headquarters 
Monogram rel.ase of Lindsley Parsons 
production. Features Frank Alberton, 
Joan Woodbury. Directed by Jean Yar- 
brough. Story and adaptation, John Kraft 
and Rollo Lloyd; editor, Jack Ogilvie; 
camera, William S8trohbach. At New 
York, N. Y., dual, week March 17, ‘42. 
Running time: 64 MINS, 


Larry Doyle....csccvcscess Frank Albertson 
«eeed0an Woodbury 
BEVIN. wis veseddeceedesseesse John Maxwell 
cc ceccvesccccces cMAX Hoffman, Jr. 
Pee eereweeereeeeee Dick Elliott 
Hotel Manager......se00.+... Byron Foulger 
Hotel Clerk.. sees. Robert Kellard 







Geoldie....... e»Arthur O’Connell 
Knucks...... eoeess.- Paul Bryar 
BOROR. vce eveendces ee» Irving Mitchell 


Weeks......... seeevsess.. George O'Hanlon 
Telegraph Girl....e...+..Christine Mcintyre 





For an independent, ‘Man from 
Headquarters’ rates several degrees 
above average. It’s a romantic 
drama with an underworld and 
newspaper background that will 
neta its own where not pointed too 


icture represents a good writing 
job and has been very well plotted. 
John Kraft and Ro. Lloyd did the 
story, supplying dialog that stands 








script with Jan Fortune, in addition 


(Continued on page 18) 
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Frisco Lif-Busse Rugged $20,000 


In Chi; ‘Dinner - 


Savitt Okay 336, 


‘Purchase 136 in 3d, Story’ 10G H.0. 








Chicago, March 24. 

Weekends remain terrific but week- 
days are more and more putting a 
crimp in the total take. Hence, man- 
agers are beginning to take the week- 
end coin with 4 grain of salt because 

idweek lull. : 

Ot enty Busse orchestra plus ‘Frisco 
Lil’ is scoring impressively at the 
Oriental for a sturdy $20,000. In 
the Chicago the Jan Savitt band is 
proving a good attraction helped 
vastly by ‘Man Who Came to Din- 
ner, with an all right $33,000 in 
rospect. 

" Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,260; 35-55-65-75) 
—‘Appointment Cove’ (U) and ‘Gen- 
tleman Heart’ (20th). Good $9,000. 
Last week, ‘Green Valley’ (20th) fin- 
ished truly great run in Chicago, 
having played a run of nine weeks 
in the loop between the State-Lake 
and this house, winding up with a 
splendid $7,100. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— 
‘Man to Dinner’ (WB) and Jan Sa- 
vitt orchestra on stage. Excellent 
combinatio.., okay 3,600. Last 
week, ‘To Be’ (UA) plus stage show 
(2d wk), disappointing slump after 
a great first 10 days, $30,000. Under 
expectations. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 
—'To Be’ (UA)and ‘Torpedo Boat’ 
(Par). First-named in a move-over 
from the Chicago, but second film is 
new in town. All right at $7,500. 
Last week, ‘Through Night’ (WB) 
and ‘Wise Guy’ (Mono), finished 
two-week stuy here to good $4,800. 

Oriental (Iroquois) (3,200; 33-44- 
55)—Frisco Lil’ (U) and Henry 
Busse orchestra on stage. Largely 
the Busse band which is accounting 
for business, excellent $20,000. Last 
week, Frankie Masters orchestra 
with ‘Road Happiness’ (Mono), okay 
$17,100. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 33-44-66-75) 
—Look Laughing’ (RKO) and ‘Call 
Marines’ (RKO) (2d wk). Fair enough 
$11,000 after taking $15,300 on initial 
session. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
75)—‘Bedtime Story’ (Col) and ‘Wild 
Bill’ (WB) (2d wk). For holdover 
session satisfactory $10,000 after hav- 
ing snagged fine $11,300 last week 

State-Lake B&K) (2.700; 35-55-65- 
75)—La. Purchase’ (Par) (3d wk). 
Riding right along and doing fairly 
well at $13,000, after nice $17,400 
last week. 

United Artists (B&K-M-G) (1,700; 
35-55-65-75 )—‘Eager’ (M-G) (3d wk). 
Taylor-Turner picture has caught on, 
another fair $9,500 currently fol- 
lowing hefty $14,500 last week. 

Woods (Essaness) (1.200; 35-55-65- 
75)—‘Men in Life’ (Col) and ‘Eden’ 
(Col). Nice $9,000. Last week. Paris 
Calling’ (U) and ‘Give Sucker Break’ 
(U), fair $7.300. 


‘Ice Follies’ Hit Mols. 
But ‘Woman Year’ Nice 


$10,000; Roxie’ OK 76 


_ Minneapolis, March 24. 

Drawing capacity crowds of 6,000 
nightly during its 15-day run, ‘Ice 
Follies of 1942’ continues to be tough 
opposition for film houses still suf- 
fering from boxoffice jolts handed 
by federal and state income tax 
drains, and Lent. An added blight 
currently to biz is the bi Builders’ 
show at the Auditorium. Despite all 
this, plus unfavorable weather, 
Woman of the Yea’ is giving a nice 
account of itself. 


Although held for a second week, | 


6 
To Be or Not to Be’ has been a 


peeve Gisappo itment here. The only 
p stage sh ; i -Katz hur. 
he se Re? a isgeranete. go ain ed DRS eh aves 
rs 


Estimates for This Week 


; Aster (Par-Singer) (900: 17-28) — 
‘Man Returned to Life’ (Col) and 
Tanks Million’ (UA) split with 


Bombay Clipper’ (U) and ‘Treat 'Em 
Rough’ (U). Good $2,000 in eight 
days. Last *-ek, ‘Wolf Man’ (U) 
and ‘Mad Doctor’ (U), terrific $3,300 
in seven days. 

Century (P-S) (1,600; 30-40-50)— 
iro Be’ (UA) (2d wk.).’ Considering 
the praise giv.n -his on2, the lack of 
boxoffice interes. is amazing. Moved 
here from State after a disappoint- 
ik seven days, and stiil hobbling to 
pont $4,000, if that. Last week, ‘Son 

ury (20th) (2d wk.}, fair $4,000 
after good 79,000 first week. 

, Gopher (P-S) (998; 28-30 )—‘Blues 
n Night (WB). Good $3,500. Last 
wok, In Army’ (WB), mild $2,900. 
R rpheum (P-S) (2,800; 39-44-55 )— 

Oxie Hart’ (20th). Ginger Rogers 
Sr opnttice asset in these parts, oke 
ta Ty Last week, ‘Bedtime Story’ 
Fie} r plus Bill Robinson and Ernie 
5 00 S$ orchestra v. stage, good $14,- 


tag (2,300; 30-40-50)— 
‘ oO ear’ (M-G). Praise 
spilled all ove this one, and it may 

av here for two weeks. Big $10,000 


vv 


in prospect. Last week, ‘To Be’ 
(UA), disappointing $8,000. 

Uptewn (Par) (1,100: 30-40) — 
‘Johnny Eager’ (M-G). First neigh- 
borhood showing. Mild $2,000. Last 
week, ‘Little Foxes’ (RKO), big 


World (Par-Steffes) (350; 30-40-50- 
60) ‘Lydia (UA) (2d wk.). Light 
$1,200. First week, mild $1,800. 


TO BE ROBUST 
19G, ST. LOUIS 


St. Louis, March 24. 

The product and b.o. is dull cur- 
rently, but ‘To Be or Not To Be’ at 
Loew’s is off to a swell start. ‘Lou- 
isiana Purchase’ is fairly good on h.o. 
at the Ambassador. 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s (Loew) (3,172; 30-40-44)— 
‘To Be’ (UA) and ‘Brooklyn Orchid’ 
(UA). Robust $19,000. Last week. 
‘Woman Year’ (M-G) and shorts (2d 
wk), neat $13,800 added to sock $20,- 
000 first stanza. 

Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 30-40- 
50)—‘La. Purchase’ (Par) and ‘Glam- 
our Boy’ (Par) (2d wk). Good $10,- 
000 after nice $13,000 on initial ses- 
sion. 

Fox (F&M) (5,000; 30-40-50)— 
‘Rings on Fingers’ (20th) and ‘Joan 
Paris’ (RKO). Not much; meagre 
$8,000. Last week, ‘Lady Willing’ 
(Col) and ‘Sullivan’s Travels’ (Par), 
$8,800, disappointing. 

Missouri (F&M) (3,570; 30-40-50)— 
‘Captains Clouds’ (WB) and ‘Song 
Islands’ (20th). Good $6,500. Last 
week, ‘Ride "Em Cowboy’ (U) and 
‘Ball Fire’ (RKO), neat $5,500. 

St. Louis (F&M) (4,000; 30-40)— 
‘Dumbo ’( RKO) and ‘In Army’ (WB). 
So-so $3,000. Last week, ‘Jail House 
Blues’ (U) and ‘Frisco Lil’ (U), fair 
$3,100. 








Benny-Lombard Grand 
$12,000, Seattle’s Best; 
‘Were Dancing’ Oke 76 


Seattle, March 24. 

Days have been shifted for the 
early-forenoon (9:30) matinees with 
which three leading Hamrick-Ever- 
green houses are experimenting upon 
a request from defense outfits. The 
early week-day mats didn’t do so 
well, and so they are shifted to later 
in the week. 

‘To Be or Not To Be’ at the Para- 
mount is easily the best new entry, 
doing great business. “The Invaders’ 
has a big second stanza at the Lib- 
erty. 

Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 30-40-58)—‘Roxie Hart’ (20th) 
and ‘Confirm, Deny’ (20th) (2d wk). 
Moved from Fifth Ave. Looking for 
swell $4,300. Last week, ‘Shanghai 
Gesture’ (UA) and ‘Right to Heart’ 
(20th) (2d wk), nifty $3,300. 

Coliseum (H-E) (1,900; 23-40)—‘La. 
Purchase’ Par) and ‘Swamp Water’ 
(20th) (2d run). Good $3,300. Last 
week, ‘Babes Broadway’ (M-G) and 
‘All Money Buy’ (RKO) (2d run), 
good $3,100. 

Fifth Avenue H-E) (2,349: 30-40- 
58)—‘Were Dancing’ (M-G) and 
‘Nazi Age.” (WB). Oke $7,000. Last 
week, ‘Roxie Hart’ (20th) and ‘Con- 
| firm, Deny’ (20th), big $9,300. 
Liberty (J-vH) (1,650; 30-40-58)— 
| ‘Invaders’ (Col) (2d wk). Catching 
on for a big $7,000 on second stanza. 

ast week, same film, swell $10,000. 











RS GLE CATR REY BOE TR eto 


‘Bugle Sounds’ (M-G) and Obliging 
Lady’ (RKO) (2d wk). Moved over 
from Paramount. Trim $4,000. Last 
week, ‘Son Fury’ (20th) and ‘Blue, 
White. Perfect’ (20th) (4th wk), 
plenty hot $3.000. 

Orpheum (H-E) (2,600; 30-40-58 )— 
‘In Army’ (WB) and ‘Jute Box Jen- 
nie’ (U). Mild $5,000. Last week. 
‘Ride Cowbov’ (U) and ‘Killed Man’ 
(Mono), okay $6.700 for seccnd sesh. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1.350: 23-35- 
50-58)—‘Suillivan’s Travels’ (Par) and 
vaude. Gnod $7.000. Last week, 
‘Yokel Roy’ (Rep) and ‘Queen Mur- 
der’ (Col) and vaude, so-so $6,500. 

Paremount (H-E) (3.039: 30-40-58) 
—To Re’ (UA) and ‘Castle Desert’ 
(20th). Magnificent $12.000. Last 
weak, ‘Brale Sounds’ (M-G) ond 
‘Ohliging Tadv’ (RKO). nice $8.300. 

Roosevelt (Sterlins) (800: 30-40-58) 
—'Man to Dinner’ (WB) (5th wk). 
Hard to let go of and will get solid 
£2000 even on fifth sech. Last week, 
come film. grand $3.700. 

Winter Garder (Sterlins) (800; 20- 
20)-—'Foot in Heaven’ (WB) and 
‘Marmiod Poehelor’ (M-G) (3d run). 
Pair 29600 Last week. ‘Unholv Part- 
} ners’ (MG) and ‘Romininea Touch’ 


MG ) (3d run) good $2 §0 ) 





First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of March 26 
Astor—‘Kings Row’ (WB) (8th 
week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Dec. 24, 1941) 
Capitol—The Invaders’ (Col) 
4th week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Nov. 5, 1941) 
Criterion—‘Ride "Em Cowboy’ 
(U) (4th week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Feb. 2) 
Globe—Two Yanks in Trin- 
idad’ (Col) (28). 
(Reviewed in current issue) 
Music Hall—‘Reap the Wild 
Wind’ (Par). 
(Reviewed in current issue) 
Paramount—‘Fleet’s In’ (Par) 
(3d week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Jan. 21) 
Rialto—‘Strange Case of Dr. 
RX’ (U) (27). 
Rivoli—To Be or Not To Be’ 
(U) (4th week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Feb. 18) 
Roxy—‘To the Shores of Trip- 
oli’ (20th) (25). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ March 11) 
Strand—‘The Male Animal’ 
(WB) (27). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ March 4) 
Week of April 2 
Astor—‘Gone With the Wind’ 
(M-G) (Repeat) (31). | 
Capitol—‘The Bugle Sounds’ 
(M-G). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Dec. 17, 1941) 
Music Hall—‘Reap the Wild 
Winds’ (Par) (2d week). 
Paramount—‘My Favorite 
Blonde’ (Par) (1) 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ March 18) 
Rivoii—‘To Be or Not To Be’ 
(UA) (5th week). 
Roxy—'‘To the Shores of Trip- 
oli’ (20th) (2d week). 


Strand—The Male Animal’ 
(WB) (2d week). 
Ee hcg sae feat 








K.C. BIZ, FILMS 
DULL, ‘BUG 56 


Kansas City, March 24. 

For second week in succession biz 
is mild, and so are the pictures. 
Tower with Lawrence Welk and orch 
with ‘Right to the Heart’ is satisfac- 
tory but not big despite an admish 
tilt. ‘Captain of the Clouds’ at the 
Orpheum is strong enough on its sec- 
ond week. 


Estimates for This Week 

Esquire and Uptown (Fox-Mid- 
west (820 and 2,043; 11-30-44)—Wolf 
Man’ (U) and ‘Strange Case of Dr. 
RX’ (U) doubled. Horror angles ex- 
ploited to satisfactory $6,500. Last 
week, ‘Song of Islands’ (20th), both 
spots, ran nine days for $9,000, pleas- 
ing if not record-breaking. 

Midland (Loew’s) (4,000; 11-30-44) 
—‘Lady Willing’ (Col) and ‘Vanish- 
ing American’ (M-G). Light $7,500. 
Last week, ‘Were Dancing’ (M-G) 
and ‘Joe Smith, American’ (M-G), 
fair $8,000. 

Newman (Paramount) (1,900; il- 
30-44)—‘Remarkable Andrew’ (Par) 
and ‘Mr. Bug’ (Par). Little magnetic 
power here, slow $5,000. Last week, 
‘Lady Has Plans’ (Par), average 
$6,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,600; 11-30-44) 
—‘Captains Clouds’ (WB) and ‘Spit- 
fire Sea’ (RKO). ‘Captains’ account- 
ing for good $7,000 in nine days. Last 
week, same pair, lively $9,000. 

Tower (Joffee) (2,110; 11-30-50)— 
‘Right to Heart’ (20th), with Law- 
rence Welk’s band on stage. Gratify- 
ing $9,000, mostly due to orchestra, 
first date in K. C. for Welk. Last 
week, ‘Bombay Clipper’ (U) with 
Mills Brothers heading vaude bill, 
likewise nice at $8,500. 








N. Y. B.0. Still Spotty But ‘Bedtime’ 
OK $82,000; Fleet’s In’-Brown Plus 
Boswell 486 2d, ‘Eager -Prima 306 





Business on Broadway remains 
spotty, ranging from poor to good or 
a bit better. Payment of income 
taxes, from which a large slice of the 
yopulation is recovering, probably 
is having some effect on boxoffices. 
Lent also figures. 

‘Bedtime Story,’ one of the new 

ictures, is leading the parade at 

2,000 or thereabouts, quite satisfac- 
tory for the Music Hall. Other en- 
tries are playing secondary first-runs 
while in the holdover column, ‘Fleet’s 
In,’ aided at the Paramount by the 
Les Brown orchestra, Connee Bos- 
well and others, is on top. The Par 
show closed its second week last 
night (Tues.), getting a substantial 
$48,000, and begins its third (final) 
stanza today (Wed.), being a good 
draw combination. 

‘Invaders,’ now in its third week 
at the straight-film Capitol, is doing 
well enough at $26,000 or better to 


+ remain a fourth, while ‘To Be or Not 


To Be,’ at the Rivoli, looks a suitable 
$23,000 this week (3d) and goes an- 
other. 

Strand is poor at only around $20,;- 
000 with ‘Always in My Heart’ and 
the Charlie Spivak band on the sec- 
ond and final week. With Spivak 
on the stage, business likely would 
be much better if he was in with a 
stronger b.o. picture. House opens 
‘Male Animal’ and Shep Fields on 


(Friday (27). 


Holdover week of ‘Song of Islands; 
concluded last night (Tues.) at the 
Roxy, also very disappointing at 
$28,000. “To Shores of Trinoli’ ovens 
this morning (Wed.). ‘Kings Row,’ 
which closes 8-week run at the Astor 
Sunday night (29). did a mite better 
the past week (7th) at $16,100 than 
the prior lap (6th) when it got $16,- 
000. Metro moves ‘Gone With the 
Wind’ back into the Astor Tuesday 
(31) for a repeat date. 

Abbott and Costello’s ‘Ride "Em 
Cowboy’ wound up its third week at 
the Criterion last night (Tues.), get- 
ting a good $11,000, and goes another 
session. State, playing ‘Johnny 
Eager’ second-run, with Louis Prima 
orchestra and Henny Youngman on 
the stage. is doing strongly at a prob- 
able $30,000. 


Estimates for This Week 


Astor (Loew’s) (1,012; 35-55-95- 
$1.10)—“Kings Row’ (WB) (8th- 
final wk.). Holding up well, with 
last week (7th), concluded Monday 
(23), bringing in $16,100, a little bet- 
ter than the sixth round which was 
$16,000. ‘Gone With Wind’ (M-G) 
opens on repeat date here, Tuesday 
(31). 

Capitol (Loew's) (4,620; 35-55-85- 
$1.10-$1.25)—Invaders’ (Col) (3d 


wk.). Remains steady at $26,000 or 
over this week and holds. Last week 
(2d), was $30,000. ‘Bugle Sounds’ 


(M-G) is due Thursday (2). 
Criterion (Loew’s (1,062; 35-44-55- 


75—‘Ride "Em Cowboy’ (U) (4th 
wk.). Pace continues solid with the 
third stanza, through last night 


(Tuesday), running to $11,000. Sec- 
ond week was nearly $15,000, strong. 

Globe (Brandt) (1,250; 28-35-55)— 
‘Secret Agent Japan’ (20th). Click- 
ing satisfactorily for $8,500 or bit 
better, but probably will not be held 
over. Last week, ‘Martin Eden’ 
(Col), fair $7,500 

Palace (RKO) (1,700; 28-35-44-55- 
65-75)—Roxia Hart’ (20th) and 
‘Wild Bill Hickok’ (WB) (2d run). 
This combo appears about $9,000, 
okay. Last week, ‘Through Night 
(WB) and ‘Playmates’ (RKO) (2d 
run), $8,000. 

Paramount (Par) (3,664; 35-55-85- 
99 )—‘Fleet’s In’ (Par) and, on stage, 





Sportsmen's Show Bops Cleve., But 
Lady -Long-Andrews Sis Trim $22,000 





Cleveland, March 24. 

Every stand drawing lush trade, in 
spite of the annual Canadian-Ameri- 
can Sportsmen’s Show, which cut in 
by detouring 14,000 potential movie- 
goers to Public Hall last Saturday 
(21) opening. 

Palace, nevertheless, is sailing way 
ahead of competish, and its average 
take with “Lady Is Willing,’ heavily 
fortified by Andrews Sisters and 
Johnny Long’s orch on stage. ‘Shang- 
hai Gesture’ wes hit by crix and only 
average at State. ‘Ball of Fire’ is 
still hot stuff for Hipp on the second 
lap. 

Estimates for This Week 

Allen (RKO) (3,000; 30-35-42-55 )— 
‘Men in Life’ (Col). Fairly satisfac- 
tory $4,000. Last week, ‘Hellzapop- 
pin’ (U) (2d wk), swell $5,000. 

Hipp (Warners) (3,700; 30-35-42- 





markably robust and aided by smart 
salesmanship here; 





55 )—‘Ball Fire’ (RKO) (2d wk). Re- | 
over 
nice $11,000 On } 


h.o. after sizzling $19,000 last week. 

Lake (Warners) (800; 30-35-42-55 )— 
‘Hellzapoppin’ (U) (3d wk). Shipped 
over from Allen, it’s bucking the 
Billy House-Eddie Garr legit produc- 
tion at the Hanna around corner, but 
capitalizing publicity. Good $2,600 
on tap. Last week, ‘Captains Clouds’ 
(WB) (4th), okay $2,000. 

Palace (RKO) (3,700; 30-35-42-55- 
66)—‘Lady Willing’ (Col) plus An- 
drews Sisters and Johnny Long’s 
orch on stage bill. A sock combo, 
aimed to hit a great $22,000 or het- 
ter. Last week, ‘Playmates’ (RRO) 
with Glen Gray’s, landed only a 
fairish $18,000. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450: 30-35-42-55) 
—‘Shanghai Gesture’ (UA). Put in 
the middle by strong rival product, 
average $11,500. Last week, ‘Were 
Dancing’ (M-G), weak $9.500. 

Stillman (Loew’s) (1.872; 30-35-42- 
55)—“To Be Or’ (UA) (3d wk). Hold- 
more than pleasing at $5,000, 
after nabbing $7,500 last week. 


Les Brown, Connee Boswell, others 
(3d-final wk.). Big money-making 
show, with the second semester 
ended last night (Tuesday), pulling 
a sturdy $48,000. Initial seven days, 
sock $59,500 

Radio City Musie Hall (Rocke- 
fellers) (5,945; 44-55-85-99-$1.65 )— 
‘Bedtime Story’ (Col) and stage- 
Show. Should get $82,000 or in that 
vicinity, rather good. Last week, 
sixth for ‘Woman of Year’ (M-G), 
was $71,000, oke. ‘Reap the Wild 
Wind’ (Par) opens tomorrow morn- 
ing (Thursday). 

Rialto (Mayer) (594; 28-44-55)— 
‘Valley of Sun’ (RKO). Finished at 
$8,000, better than average, on week 
ei.ded last night (Tues.), but holds 
two additio days with ‘Strange 
Case Dr. R-X’ (U) opening Friday 
(27). Last week, ‘North ondike’ 
(U), $5,200, light. 

Rivoli (UA) (2,092; 35-55-75-85-99) 
—To Be’ (UA) (3d wk). Holding to 
a fairly B pr pace at — Bm 9 

and remains over. 
hit $27,000, nice for second stanza. 


(20th) 
‘ this ening 
J, succeeding ‘ Islan 
(20th) which did not do well; first 
week only $32,000, current week 
$28,000, thin. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 23-44-55-75- 
90-$1.10)-—‘Johnny Eager’ (M-G) (2d 
run) and Louis Prima ban¢, plus 
Henny Youn n. Indications are 
for around $30,000, fine. Last week 
‘Corsican Bros.’ (UA) (2d run) and 
Bert Lahr in person, $25,000, okay. 

) (2,756; 35-55-75-85- 
99 ‘Always in My Heart’ (WB) and 
Charlie Spivak (2d-final wk). Things 
still very slow here with no more 
than about $20,000 seen on the hold- 
over, following slow $25,000 first 
week. Spivak held down by the pic- 
ture. New show Friday (27), ‘Male 
Animal’ :y-d Shep Fields. 


‘Lady Plans’—Kaye Huge 


$22,000, Omaha, Despite 
Bliz, ‘Cowboy’ Big 106 


Omaha, March 24. 
; Sammy Kaye band on stage opened 
in near blizzard at Orpheum, but 
aided by ‘The Lady Has Plans’ will 
fun up a great $22,000, and may 
crack the all-time record for the 
house. ‘Ride "Em Cowboy’ at the 
Omaha with Abbott and Costello plus 
‘Young America’ is also in the bigger 
coin brackets. Paramount (Tri- 
States) and State (Goldberg), both 
downtown houses, have closed, for- 
mer because of bad business and lat- 
ter by court order. 
Estimates for This Week 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 15-40- 
55-65)—Sammy Kaye and band on 
Stage with ‘Lady Plans’ (Par). 
Smash $22,000 and maybe hit new 
house record. Last week, (15-30-44) 
‘Song Islands’ (20th) and ‘Gentlemen 
Heart’ (20th), slow $8,500. 

Omaha (Tristates) (2,000; 11-30-44) 
— ‘Ride ’Em Cowboy’ (U) and ‘Young 
America’ (20th). Big $10,000, pos- 
sibly more, Last week, "Were 
Dancing’ (M-G) and ‘Mr. Mrs. North’ 
(M-G), light $6,000. 

Brandeis (Mort Singer) (1,500: 10- 
25-35-40)—‘Captains Clouds’ (WB) 
and “‘Obliging Lady’ (RKO) (2d wk.), 
nice $4,000. Last week, smash $6,700. 

Town (Goldberg) (1,400; 11-20-30- 
40 )}—‘Law _ Open Range’ (RKO) 
‘Among Living’ (Par) and ‘Jungle 
Man’ (Cap) triple split with ‘Crimi- 
nals Within’ (Cap), ‘Argentina 
Nights’ (U) and ‘Rider Cheyenne’ 
(Cap), ‘Playmates’ (RKO) and 
‘Fiesta’ (UA). Good $1,000. Last 
week, ‘Swamp Woman’ (PRC). 
‘Gambling Daughters (PRC) and 
‘Till Meet Again’ (RKO) triple srlit 
with ‘Billy Kid’ (PRC) ‘Mr. Dyna- 
mite’ (U) and ‘Star Vigilantes’ (Col) 
‘Beast Berlin’ (PRC), ‘Typhoon’ 
(Par), fair $900. 


‘Bahama Passage’ Topper 
In Jersey City, $16,500 


: Jersey City, March 24. 

Bahama Passage,’ at the Stanley, 
is the best drawing attraction in 
town. ‘Johnny Eager’ has been held 
over a second week for nice business 
at Loew’s. 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (3,205; 30-35-55)— 
‘Johnny Eager’ (M-G) and ‘Mr., Mrs. 
North’ (M-G) (2d wk). Fine $11,000. 
Last week, $17,000, great. 

Stanley (WB) (4,500; 30-35-55)— 
‘Bahama Passage’ (Par) and ‘Night 
Jan. 16’ (Par). Neat $16,500. Last 
week, ‘Sullivan’s Travels’ (Par) and 
‘N. Y. Town’ (Par), pleasing $14,000. 

State (Skouras) (2.200; 30-35-55)}— 
‘Always in Heart’ (WB) and ‘Martin 
Eden’ (Col). Moderate $8.500. Last 
| week, ‘Roxie Hart’ (99th) and ‘Go 
| West’ (Col), good $12.500. 
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that is reaching millions! 


NATIONAL MAGAZINE ADS IN FULL COLOR —in a gigantic $150,000 
campaign reaching 80,000,000 readers of Life, Look, Good Housekeeping and 
Metropolitan Comics (supplement to big key-city newspapers coast-to-coast)! 


24-SHEETS BY THE HUNDREDS ail over the country! It's a 24-sheet picture 
and only the biggest poster-space can do justice to its bigness! 


PUBLICITY THAT SPEAKS TO MILLIONS with big breaks in Life, Look, 


Hearst newspapers and the New York Times Magazine! 


COAST-TO-COAST RADIO SHOWS with Sabu appearing on “Truth and 
Consequences”, “We The People”, the Iika Chase Luncheon, Stella Unger, Bill 
Stern, “Hobby Lobby”, Elsa Maxwell, “Rainbow House”, “The Breakfast Club”, and 
NBC Telsvision! 


SABU’S TOUR TO 31 CITIES under the auspices of the U.S. Treasury Depart- 
ment. Over 2,000,000 lines of publicity—most of it_on page one! On the 14,000 mile 
tour, Sabu spoke on 44 radio stations, addressed personally 1,000,000 children in 
186 schools, appeared in 26 of the country's leading department stores! 


2-COLOR NEWSPAPER ADS are one special feature of the out-of-this-world 


pressbook campaign! 


SCHOLASTIC AND GOOD HOUSEKEEPING PROMOTIONS bring printed 


study material on “Jungle Book” before thousands bf schoolroom classes and di- 
rectly to 22,000 women’s clubs in which over 20,000,000 fans participate! 


BRATTLEBORO, VERMONT, CEREMONIES CRACK NEWS WIRES as 


Sabu and Governor William H. Wills dedicate plaque to Rudyard Kipling at house 
where “Jungle Book” was written! 


NEW BOOK EDITIONS IN THOUSANDS OF STORES—a book whose jacket 


billboards the picture! 


JUNGLE BOOK FASHIONS—merchandise in stores from coast to coast. Jewelry, 


scarfs, handbags, handkerchiefs and other show-promoting tie-ups! 


COLOR TRAILER in which the highlights of “Jungle Book's” wonders are pre- 
sold with all the superlatives of gorgeous Technicolor! 


THE PERFECT EASTER PICTURE because right from its inception, every item 


of this hard-hitting campaign has been scheduled te-reach its maximum effective- 
ness at precisely the moment when it means the most box-office dollars! 
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‘Cowboy’ Tops Newcomers in Frisco, ” 


$15,000; Clouds’ 126 H.0., ‘Rings’ N.S.G. 





San Francisco, March 24. 
Biz is only as good as the pictures 


this week, Fox is holding ‘Captains 


Ciouds’ for okay results, while 
Storen of the Year’ is still forte 
in its fifth week on the street at the 

Francis. ; 
e orpheum gets a break with Ab- 
bott and Costello’s ‘Ride "Em Cow- 
boy. ‘Playmates’ is not as strong 
as expected at the Gate. Lady Has 
Plans’ at the Paramount and ‘Rings 
On Her Fingers’ at Warfield are 
reakies. ; 
wNice weather is hurting a little. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-40-65)— 
‘Captains Clouds’ (WB) and weer 
time Gal’ (Rep) (2d wk). Healthy 
$12,000 on the holdover after nifty 
$23,000 on the first sesh. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 40-44- 
65)—‘Playmates’ (RKO) and vaude. 
May get around $17,000, satisfactory, 
but below expectations. Last week, 
‘Call Marines’ (RKO) and vaude, 
much better than expected, excellent 
$18,000. 

Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2,440; 35- 
40-55)—Ride "Em Cowboy’ (U) and 
‘Frisco Lif (U), Abbott & Costeilo 
still strong, nice $15,000. Last week, 
‘Martin Eden’ (Col) and ‘Stork Pays’ 
(Col), unable to get past $11,200 in 
nine days. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,470; 35-40- 
55)—Lady Has Plans’ (Par) and 
‘Torpedo Boat’ (Par). Strictly a 
weakie, no more than $13,000. Last 
week. ‘Vanishing Virginian’ (M-G) 
and ‘Yank On Burma Road’ (M-G) 
(2d wk), bowed out with $7,000 for 
five days. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,175; 35-40- 
55)—‘Woman Year’ (M-G) and ‘Pa- 
cific Blackout’ (Par) (4th moveover 
wk). Still bringing in the long green 
for a nice $5,000, same as last week, 
third of moveover. 

United Artists (UA-Blumenfeld) 
(1.100: 35-40-55) —"To Be’ (UA) and 
‘Brooklyn Orchid’ (UA) (2d wk). 
Still doing nicely at $9,200 after a 
solid $11,700 first stanza. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,650; 35-40-55) 
—'Rings On Fingers’ (20th) and ‘Se- 
cret Agent Japan’ (20th). Not so 
forte at $12,000. Last week, ‘Joe 
Smith. American’ M-G) and ‘We 
Were Dancing’ (M-G) (2d wk), lasted 
only five days for mild $7,000. 


Pitt on Downbeat But 








Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week.......... $1,744,300 
(Based on 26 cities, 180 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, tncluding 
N. Y.) 
Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year. eeeeereee . $1,691,700 
(Based on 26 eities, 181 theatres) 


KANE FORTE 











Baltimore, March 24. 

Biz here is holding up despite the 
Lenten season. In a commanding 
lead is ‘Citizen Kane’ at the combo 
Hipp. Also scoring nicely is ‘Sulli- 
van’s Travels,’ at the Stanley. Rest 
of town is mostly h.o., but steady. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 17-28- 
44-55) —‘To Be’ (UA) (2d wk). Hold- 
ing up nicely to possible $11,000 after 
solid $15,700 on first round. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240; 
17-25-28-39-44-55-66)—‘Citizen Kane’ 
(RKO) plus vaude. Leading town at 
pleasing $15,000. Last week, ‘Date 
Falcon’ (RKO) owing it largely to 
accompanying stage layout of Ella 
Fitzgerald orch and Ink Spots, socko 
$18,200, biggest in weeks and topping 
estimates by big margin. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,406; 17- 
28-33-39-44-55)—‘La. Purchase’ (Par) 
(3d wk). Maintaining good pace at 
$8,000 after a rousing $22,900 for pre- 
vious brace, 


Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 20-40)— 
‘Frisco Lil’ (U). Nicely sold for 
fairish $4,000. Last week, ‘Road 


Happiness’ (Mono), unexciting $2,900. 
New (Mechanic) (1,581; 17-28-35- 
44)—‘Roxie Hart’ (20th) (2d wk). 
Steady going for $5,000 after all right 
$6,900 on initial sesh. 
Roslyn (Levin) (800; 17-28-40-55)— 
‘George Air’ (Indie), Drew some 


Te Be’ Suappy $13,000, | svorebie cxtz response but no, bo 
‘Jan. 16’-Ellington 18G) "stantey ‘wa) “3.280; 17-28-40-55)— 





Pittsburgh, March 24. 

Biz off sharply this week and for 
usual reasons—Lent, income taxes 
and no spring weather. ‘To Be or 
Not To Be’ is doing nicely at Penn 
but below expectations. The Stan- 
ley has Duke Ellington-Ethel Wa- 
ters combo, with ‘Night of Jan. 16,’ 
but a definite disappointment. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 30-35-55)— 
‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO) (3d wk). Eas- 
ing way off, $4,000 or less for this 
the final stanza. Last week, ‘Kane’ 
got around $5,700, making $19,000 for 
the three weeks. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 30-40-55) 
—To Be’ (UA). Figured a cinch for 
top money of year, but isn’t achiev- 
ing expected smash. Will do around 
$15,000, all right, but several thou- 
sand below pre-opening estimates. 
Last week, ‘Ball Fire’ (RKO) faded 
after great start but still managed 
to grab around $17,000, neat. 

Senator (Harris) (1,750; 30-40-55) 
—Martin Eden’ (Col) and ‘Sleepy- 
time Gal’ (Rep). House has gone 
to Sunday opening for a few weeks. 
Last week, ‘Lady Willing’ (Col), a 
disappointment at $5,000. 

Ritz (WB) (800; 30-40-55)—La. 
Purchase’ (Par) (3d wk). Reached 
here via usual Penn-Warner-Ritz 
route, fair $2,700. Last week, ‘Cap- 
tains Clouds’ (WB), which followed 
Same path, $2,500. 


Stanley (WB) (3,800; 30-44-55-66) | 


— Night Jan. 16’ (Par) plus Duke 
Ellington band and Ethel Waters. 
Slow getaway presages ordinary $18,- 
000 unless picks up greatly later on. 
Last week, Chico Marx and ‘Danger- 
ously Live’ (WB), fine $20,000. 
Warner (WB) (2,000; 30-40-55)— 
Ball Fire’ (RKO) (2d wk). Brought 
here from Penn and duplicating ex- 
cellent showing at bigger house, fine 
$6,700. Last week, ‘La. Purchase’ 
(Par), also h.o, from Pern, $6,400. 


Espy Out of RKO 


Hollywood, March 24. 

Reeves Espy checked out of RKO 
after four months on th: producer 
list, following a friend!y termination 
of his contract. 
. During his four months on the lot, 
rad did not make a picture, al- 
eae several had been assigned on 
iS schedule. These are being re- 
assigned to other producers, 








‘Sullivan’s Travels’ (Par). Getting 
some action, particularly on week- 
end, healthy $11,000. Last week, 
‘Fantasia’ (RKO) did not catch on, 





faltering $7,200. 


Lady Has Plans’ Neat 





Louisville, March 24. 
Downtown film houses are doing a 
little better than last week, but noth- 
ing terrific. Pleasant weather over 
the week-end didn’t help either. 


Brown is pacing for sweet biz, while 
‘Kings Row’ tn its third week at 
Mary Ann is okay. “Lady Has Plans’ 


19G IN BALTO: 


$9,000 in Dull L’ville 


Moveover of ‘Song of Islands’ to the | 





at Rialto is fairly good, as is ‘Lady 
Is Willing’ at Loew's State, but gen- 
eral pace is slower. 
Estimates for This Week 

Brown (Fourth Avenue) (1,400; 15- 
30-40)—‘Song Islands’ (20th) and 
‘Frisco Lil’ (U). On moveover from 
Rialto, splendid $4,000. Last week, 
‘To Be’ (UA) and ‘Brooklyn Orchid’ 
(UA), medium $1,800, moveover. 

Kentucky (Switow) (1,200; 15-25)— 
‘One Foot Heaven’ (WB) and ‘Play- 
mates’ (RKO). Good $1,400. Last 
week, ‘Hellzapoppin’ (U) and ‘Mal- 
tese Falcon’ (WB), solid $1,500. 

Loew’s State (Loew’s) (3,300: 15- 
30-40)—‘Lady Willing’ (Col) and 
‘Mister V’ (UA). This big seater rot 
quite up to par but better than last 
week, $8,500, alright. Last week, 
‘Were Dancing’ (M-G) and ‘Adven- 
tures Eden’ (Col), medium $7,000. 

Mary Anderson (Libson) (1.000: 15- 
30-40 )—‘Kings Row’ (WB) (3d wk). 
Fine $3,500. Last week, excellent 
$4,000 for second sesh 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (i,000; 15- 
30-40 )—‘Lady Has Plans’ (Par) and 
‘Sing Worries Away’ (RKO). Catch- 
ing pretty fair femme trade on mat- 
nees, but night biz is slightly off. 
Satisfactory $9,000. Last week. ‘Song 
Islands’ (20th) and ‘Frisco Lil’ (U), 
better than expected $10,000. 

Strand (Fourth Avenue) 
15-30-40 )—‘What’s Cookin’ (U) and 
‘Treat "Em Rough’ (U). Fairly prof- 
itable $3,500. Last week, ‘Body Dis- 
appears’ (WB) and ‘Steel Against 
Sky’ (WB), fine $4,000. 


‘TWO YANKS’-SCANDALS 
LUSH $10,000, MEMPHIS 


Memphis, March 24. 

Biz is doing peculiar things in a 
funny booking setup. Malco had 
George White’s tab ‘Scandals’ on 
stage with Columbia’s ‘Two Yanks 
in Trinidad’ from Tuesday through 
Sunday (22). Started hot, sagged 
after lukewarm notices, and then 
came back strong at finale. 

Loew’s Palace has ‘Song of the 
Islands’ for so-so second week after 
a good opening session. Two new- 
comers are ‘We Were Dancing’ at 
Loew’s State and ‘Always in My 
Heart’ at the Warner. Both look 
okay. 


(1,400; 








Estimates for This Week 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 10-33-44)— 
‘Always Heart’ (WB). Favorable 
press edging this one to $5,000, better 
than expected. Last week, ‘Kings 
Row’ (WB) (2d wk), amazing $4,800, 
after first week’s sockeroo $7,900. 

Malco (Lightman) (2,800; 17-55-66) 
—Two Yanks’ (Col) and White’s 
‘Scandals’ on stage. Upped admishes 
holding this one up to $10,000 on 
six-day run, good for flesh and film 
combo, Last week, ‘What’s Cookin’ 
(U), four days, $3,000, not bad. 

State (Loew) (2,600; 10-33-44)— 
‘Were Dancing’ (M-G). Critics and 
public both seem divided over this 
one, but sturdy $6,000 in sight. Last 
week, ‘To Be’ (UA) (2d wk), $2,600, 
all right. 

Palace (Loew) (2,200; 10-33-44)— 
‘Song Islands’ (20th) (24 wk). Satis- 
factory $3,000 after socko $6,800 last 
week. 

Strand (Lightman) (1,000; 10-22+33) 
—Little Foxes’ (RKO) (2d run), 
three days; ‘Jailhouse Blues’ (U), two 
days, and ‘Night Jan. 16’ (Par), two 
days. Sluff house having fine week 
that might mean $1,900. Last week, 
‘Mad Doctor’ (U), three days; “Treat 
’Em Rough’ (U), two days; and Si- 
erra Sue’ (Rep), two days; $1,600, 
nice, 








Reap’ $20,000 With Special Preem 


—— 


In L. A.; ‘Personal’-Heidt Excellent 





$16,300, ‘Bugle’ Hot 246 in 2 Spots 


Broadway Grosses 





Estimated Total Gross 
WON 6a cecen ened $309,600 
(Based on 12 theatres) 
Total Gross Same Week 
PB Rr ee $303,200 
(Based on 14 theatres) 


ROXIE’ NIFTY 
$12,000, CINCY 


Cincinnati, March 24, 

‘Roxie Hart’ is the topper currently 
at Palace with a nifty figure. ‘in- 
vaders’ at the Shubert also is dandy. 
Keith’s is doing fairly good with 
‘Call Out: Marines.’ 

Biz in general is off from last week, 
being so-so. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 30-40-50)— 
‘Shanghai Gesture’ (UA). Hlah $8,- 
500. ast week, ‘To Be’ (UA), big 
$16,000. 

“oe (RKO) (2,000; 33-40-50)— 
‘To Be’ (UA), Switched from Al- 
bee. Fairly good $4,500. Last week, 
“Woman Year’ (M-G), second week 
of moveover stay, fair $4,000. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 17-28)— 
‘Treat "Em Rough’ (U) and ‘Perfect 
Snob’ (20th), split with ‘Mad Doctor’ 
(U) and ‘Big Shot’ (PRC). Normal 
$2,100. Ditto last week on ‘Bombay | 
Clipper’ (U) and ‘Obliging Lady’ 
(RKO), split with ‘Black Dragons’ 
(Mono) and ‘Lady Morgue’ (Indie). 

Grand (RKO) (1,430: 33-40-50)— 
‘Ghost Frankenstein’ U) (2d wk). 











N.s.h. $3,500 after excellent $7,000 
last week. 
Keith’s (Libson? (1,500: 33-40-50) 


—‘Call Marines’ (RKO). Fairly good 


$4,500. Last week, ‘Hickok Rides’ 
(WB), meagre $3,800. 
Lyric (RKO) (1,400: 28-33-42)— 


‘Woman Year’ (M-G). Fourth down- 
town week. Slow $2,500. Same last 
week for ‘In Army’ (WB) and ‘Gen- 
tleman Heart’ (20th). 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 33-40-50)— 
‘Roxie Heart’ (20th). Smash $12,000. 
Last week, ‘Gold Rush’ (UA), disap- 
pointing $8,500. 

Shubert (RKO) (2,150: 33-40-50)— 
‘Invaders’ (Col). Hefty $8,000, Last 
week, ‘Song Islands’ (20th) (2d run), 
okay $4,000. 


U's 48 Scripters 


Hollywood, March 24, 

Ten additions to the Universal | 

scripting staff in the last week raised | 
the total to 48. 

Latest members are Boris Ingster, 

Leo Townsend, Lloyd French, War- 








ren Wilson, Elmer Clifton, Bertram 
Millhauser, Charles Kenyon, John 
Grey, Richard Brooks and Lynn 
Riggs. 








(El Capitan) in Hollywood. 


on its boxoffice draw. 
the Music Hall in New York. 


to support the first run load. 
is maintaining its early strength. 


and Boston, two houses, $37,000. 
disappointing. 


Hall, N. Y. 
big in Minneapolis, 





Cecil B. DeMille’s ‘Reap the Wild Wind’ wg; the only 
important new boxoffice entry of the week, opening 
at the newly christened Paramount theatre (formerly 
Scaled at $5 for the 
premiere night, with most of the receipts earmarked 
for Navy relief, the initial stanza may reach $20,000. 
Too early for showmen to place an accurate estimate 
It opens tomorrow (Thurs.) at 


Same group of films which has carried the exhibit- 
ors’ burden for the past five or six weeks continues 
‘Ride "Em Cowboy’ (U) 
One of the best 
figures in the country is $29,000, first week in Detroit, 
where Abbott & Costello have been strong uniformly. 
Picture is holding over in Providence and Newark, 
and opened big in Omaha and Frisco. 

‘To Be or Not To Be’ (UA) has been a strong starter 
nearly everywhere, but lacks staying quality. 
was its history in a holdover engagement in Chicago. 
St. Louis opening is big 19G, Seattle - good $12,000, 


Many first runs remain for ‘Woman of the Year’ 
(M-G), which lately completed six weeks at the Music 
It is in its fourth week in Frisco, opened 
and touched $20,000 in Brooklyn Har 








but not great. 


Boston. 


spots standouts. 


Such 


Minneapolis was ' 
more heroic. 


+’ (90th) 


is big in Portland and Chicago. 
is best in town in Montreal, second week in Detroit 
and third in Cleveland. Each of these features has 
cleared most of the initial runs. 

Some tablecloth etchings: ‘We Were Dancing’ (M-G) 
just getting by in most first runs. 
Plans’ (Par) popular in the midwest. 
situation and the problems of its leaders dwarf the 
historic accomplishments of an 2arlier day. 
able Andrew’ (Par) hardly an eyebrow-lifter, although 
concerned with Andrew Jackson, than whom few were 
That Academy award publicity for 
‘Citizen Kane’ has shot new life into its bookings. 
Best in Baltimore; third week in Philadelphia. 
Row’ (WB) stronger than first estimates. 


NATIONAL BOXOFFICE SURVEY 


DeMille’s ‘Wild Wind’ Starting In the First Runs—‘Cowboy,’ 
‘To Be,’ ‘Weman of Year’ and ‘Captains’ Best-Currently 


‘Captains of the Clouds’ (WB) is one of the few 
films with war backgrounds that has kept in the upper 
boxoffice brackets. 


‘The Invaders’ (Col) is doing well, 


Scarcity of smash product may best be visualized 
by the outstanding accomplishments of the few re- 
maining top films of midwinter. 
My Valley’ (20th) is in its sixth week, first run, in 
‘Louisiana Purchase’ 
week in Baltimore and its second in St. Louis. 


‘How Green Was 


in its third 
Both 
‘Man Who Came-to Dinner’ (WB) 
‘Ball of Fire’ (RKO) 


(Par) is 


‘The Lady Has 
Present world 


‘Remark- 


‘Kings 
So’s ‘Roxie 








Los Angeles, March 24. 

Only so-so business in the Los Ane 
geles area this week with Horace 
Heidt and his band coupled with 
‘Don’t Get Personal’ at the Orpheum 
is topping ‘The Bugle Sounds’ at 
Loew's State to lead with a nice 
$16,500. ‘Male Animal’ with ‘Lady 
For a Night’ at the Hollywood and 
Warner’s Downtown also is in the 
money with a combined take of $21,- 
500. 

Business is helped vastly by hefty 
weekend trade but income tax pay- 
ments and the pre-Eastc- period is 
combining to soften takes all along 
the line. 

Fanchon and Marco remodeled the 
legit El Capitan and opened it as 
the Paramount, Hollywood. Preem 
of Cecil B. DeMille’s ‘Rear the Wild 
Wind’ was staged Wednesday night 
fo opening of house with major 
portion of $5.50 scale donated te 
Navy Relief. Took sturdy $20,000 on 
week, including opening night biz. 
‘Reap’ runs solo this week at the 
Hollywood house, and then goes into 
the downtown Paramount for day- 
and-date booking for indefinite pe- 
riod. 

Estimates for ‘This Week 

Carthay Circle (F-WC) (1,516: 33- 
44-55-75) —‘Song of Islands’ (20th) 
and ‘Confirm, Deny’ (20th). Combo 
moved here for continuing first run, 
good $3,500. Last week, ‘To Be’ (UA) 
and “Night Divorce’ (20th) (4th wk.), 
light $2,200. 

Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2,034; 33- 
44-55-75 )—‘Bugle Sounds’ (M-G) and 
‘Yank Burma Road’ (M-G). More 
action on screen than at wickets, 
nominal $8,500. Last week, Song 
Islands’ (20th) and ‘Confirm, Deny 
(20th), solid $11,500. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800: 33-44-55) 
—‘Male Animal’ (WB) and ‘Lady 
For Night’ (Rep). Local rep of ‘Ani- 
mal’ play is lifting to moderate $10,- 
500. Last week, ‘Dangerously Live’ 
(WB) and ‘Sleepy Time Gal’ (Rep), 
rang up $9,000. 

Four Star (UA-F-WC) (900; 33-44- 
55)—‘Paris Calling’ (U) (2d wk.). 
Weekend mainly responsible for mild 
$3,000 but profit here. First week 
banged out a good $5,100. 

Hawaii (G&S) (1,100: 33-44-55-75) 
~——‘Hellzapoppin’ (U) (6th wk.’. Cone 
tinues in high gear, smacko $5,000, 
Last week, solid $5,600. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756: 33-44-55) 
—‘Male Anim.” (WB) and ‘Lady 
For.Night’ (Rep). Heading for nice 
$1.,000. Last week, ‘Dangerously 
Live’ (WB) and ‘Sleepy Time Gal’ 
(Rep), okay $9,000. 

Orpheum (B’way) (2,200; 33-44-55) 
—Don’t Get Personal’ (U) and 
Horace Heidt band on stage. Heidt 
organization is pulling for excellent 
$16,500. Last week, ‘Man Came Din- 
ner’ (WB) and stage show, fair 
$9,000. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 33-44-55)— 


‘Lady Willing’ (Col) and ‘Martin 
Eden’ (Col). Meagre $7,900. Last 
week, ‘Ride Cowboy’ (U) (2d wk.) 


and “Weekend Three’ (RKO), .$6,500, 
not bad for holdover sesh. 
Paramount (F&M) (3,596; 33-44- 
55)—‘Fleet’s In’ (Par) and ‘No 
Hands Clock’ (Par) (2d wk.). Need- 
ed advertised previews on holdover 
session for weak $9,000. First week 
under expectations at $12,000. 
Paramount Hollywood (F&M) 
(1,450; 44-55-65-75-88) — ‘Reap Wild 
Wind’ (Par). Opened (18) for run 
with smacking $20,000 with preem 
at $5.50 included. Without opening 
night take, $13,500. 
RKO dHillstreet 
Willing’ (Coil) and 
(Col). Okay $8,500, 


(RKO) — ‘Lady 
‘Martini Eden’ 
with bulk on 


| weekend biz. Last week, ‘Ride Cowe- 
| boy’ (U) (2d wk.) and ‘Weekend For 


Three’ (RKO), profit at $9,000, nice 
on second stanza. 

State (Loew-F-WC) (2,204: 33-44- 
55-75) — ‘Bugle Sounds’ (M-G) and 
‘Yank Burma Road’ (M-G).” Hot ace 
tion for solid $15,500. Last week, 
‘Song Islands’ (20th) and ‘Confirm, 
Deny’ (20th), smash $17,000. 

United Artists (UA-F-WC) (2,100: 
33-44-55)—‘Song islands’ (20th) and 
‘Confirm, Deny’ (20th). Striking good 
$5,000. Last week, ‘Johnny Eager’ 
(M-G) and ‘Mr. Mrs. North’ (M-G), 
profitable $4,300. 

Vogue (Vogue) (920; 33-44-55)— 
‘Pituri’ (Indie) and ‘Black Dragons’ 
(Mono). Wound up second week 
with a weak $1,800, and house tosses 
out first-run policy of horror pro- 
grammers for subsequent bookings 
at 25c scale. 

Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296; 33-44-55) 
—Johnny Eager’ (M-G) and ‘Mr.. 
Mrs. North’ (M-G) (2d wk.). Holde 
ing a second week to allow continue 
ing first run of ‘Song Islands’ at 
nearby Carthay. Heading for okay 
$3,500 after excellent $5,800 on first 
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A STATEMENT TO THE EMPLOYEES OF WARNER BROS. . 


PICTURES, INC., DELIVERED BY ITS PRESIDENT, 
HARRY M. WARNER 


“One hundred feet of wasted film may cost 
the life of an American soldier who may be your 
own son or brother. 

“I am not asking you to eliminate waste 
merely because of its dollar and cents value, but 
because of the materials involved. It makes no 
difference if you’re in the picture business or 
the grocery business. Every foot of lumber, 
every nail and every bit of material is vital to 
the war of production that our country is waging 
with our enemies. It is this all out marshalling 
of our resources that is going to prove the 
decisive factor in this struggle for freedom. 
Therefore, it is up to every individual to save, 


‘save and save on materials so that our war 


machinery will have the materials to forge into 
munitions, ships, guns, tanks and planes. 


“One sheet of paper wasted may appear 
insignificant. But unfortunately there may be 
130 million sheets of paper wasted in a single 
day throughout the United States. Think of 
what that means in terms of machinery tied up 
and labor employed that could be utilized for 
war production. 

‘A take is ruined because a ‘mike’ shadow 
was cast upon the face of a player. . . or the 
player missed his lines. It is just a hundred 
feet or so of wasted film. The dollar value “is 
trivial, but the material value is great. For just 
multiply the wasted takes throughout the in- 
dustry, and we have a staggering total of film 
material lost. Once again, the manpower and 
material and machinery needed to replace that 


waste could be freed for war production. 


“Who would have thought just a few 
months ago that tin cans would be so important 
in the film business? Yet, unless we can return 
empty film cans we can’t get any new film, 
because of the shortage of tin for our war 
machinery. 

“We have not as yet, and when | say we | 
mean the American people, gotten down to all- 
out war effort. It isn’t enough that we buy 
defense bonds, act as air raid wardens, help in 
civilian defense, or our sons go off to camp. It 
is up to every single man, woman and child to 
start thinking and practicing wartime economy 
at home and in business. And that doesn’t mean 
merely the saving of dollars. It means the sav- 
ing of our nation’s resources, the conservation 
of materials and the absolute elimination of 
waste. 

“We in the motion picture business use 
tremendous amounts of materials of every de- 
scription. Materials that today are of vital 
importance in our national defense. Let us, by 
our almost fanatical devotion to the elimination 
of waste, make free this saving of materials for 
war purpose. 


“Waste is criminal at all times but in times 
of war it is worse than the sabotage of enemy 
agents. After all, saboteurs can destroy only so 
much, but with 130 million people daily wasting 
materials, the aggregate loss is staggering. And, 
conversely, the saving can be enormous. 


“Therefore, | again urge everyone to help 
America win this war by constant vigilance 
against waste.” 








Willie itn d Z. 








wisn es sich 

























































sh <p isnaell ec Biel fo 





‘Away’ (WB) 


Wednesday, March 25, 1942 


VARIETY 


PICTURE GROSSES 





13 





—7_— 


Ride Em Cowboy’ Sockeroo $29,000, 


Det.; ‘Suspicion’ 196, Woman’ Sock 2d 








Botres go eg 
ing the tag end of Lent, biz 
pmeeentinues on a level high above 
average. It marks the second straight 
ear Detroit has rung the bell in the 
] dismal! season. | 
apex will shoot a big figure with 
‘Ride "Em Cowboy,’ with ‘The Wolf 
Man Returns’ tucked on. Also above 
normal will be Michigan's ‘Suspicion, 
playing the town late and helped by 
the Acadamy Award, coupled with 
‘Law of the Tropics.’ Further evi- 
dence of the good biz here is “Ball of 
Fire’ in its third week at the Adams, 
‘Fleet's In’ and ‘Shanghai Gesture 
stretched out for triple and duo sés- 
sions respectively at the Palms. 
Estimates for This Week 
Adams (Balaban) (3,700; 40-55-65) 
_—Ball Fire’ (RKO) (3d wk) and 
‘Spitfire at Sea’ (RKO). Former 
moved after two weeks at Fox and 
given a freshener, good $6,500. Last 
week, ‘Son Fury’ (20th) and ‘Shut 
Big Mouth’ (Col) (4th wk), nice 


$5,500. oe E 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 40-55- 
65)—‘Ride ’Em owboy’ (U) and 
‘Wolf Man Returns’ (U). Sockeroo 
$29,000. Last week, ‘Ball Fire’ (RKO) 
(2d wk) and ‘Castle Desert’ (20th), 
continued with a strong $17,000 after 
huge $30,000 on first sesh. — 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
40-55-65) — ‘Suspicion’ (RKO) and 
‘Law Tropics’ (WB). Big $19,000 
coming up. Last week, ‘Shanghai 
Gesture’ (JA) with Johnny Long 
orch and Andrews Sisters on stage, 
sock $39,000. 

Palms-State (United Detroit) (3,- 
000; 40-55-65)—‘Fleet’s In’ (Par) (3d 
wk) and ‘Shanghai Gesture’ (UA) 
(24 wk). Looks like oke $7,000, with 
no great strength in the latest move- 
over from the Michigan. Last week, 
‘Fleet’s In’ (Par) (2d wk), with 
‘Intl. Lady’ (WB), choice $1200. 

United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2,000; 40-55-65) —“Woman of Year’ 
(M-G) and ‘Smith, American’ (M-G) 
(2d wk). Continuing to roll along 
with a strong $11,000 following big 
$15,000 last week. 


Tnvaders’ Wham $13,000 
In Buff; ‘Lady Plans’ 106 


Buffalo, March 24. 

Ticket selling remains on the 
bullish side, but showing somewhat 
of a leveling off tendency. ‘Invaders’ 
at the Lafayette is the crack per- 
former. ‘Dangerously They Live’ 
and ‘Lady Has Plans’ dual cards at 
the Buffalo and the Great Lakes re- 








spectively are neat coin makers. 
Estimates for This Week 
Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 35-55)— 


‘Dangerously Live’ (WB) and ‘Born 
Sing’ (M-G). Not too impressive at 
$11,000. Last week, ‘Were Dancing’ 
(M-G) and ‘Joe Smith, American’ 
(M-G), disappointing $9,000. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000: 35-55) 


—‘Lady Plans’ (Par) and ‘Torpedo 
Boat’ (Par). Stacking up oke at 
over $10,000. Last week. ‘Captains 


Clouds’ (WB), rousing $16,000. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 30-45)—‘Cap- 
tains Clouds’ (WB) (2d run). Hefty 
$8,500. Last week, ‘To Be’ (Par) 
and ‘Brooklyn Orchid’ (UA) 2d run), 
nice $8,000. 

Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300; 30-44) 
—‘Invaders’ (Col) and ‘Sing Supper’ 
(Col). Socko $13,000. Last week, 
Wolf Man’ (U) and ‘What's Cookin’ 
(U), fancy $9,200. 

Twentieth Century 
30-55) —‘Joan Paris’ (RKO) and 
Four Jacks, Jill’ (RKO). Lazy 
$8,500. Last week, ‘Call Marines’ 
(RKO) and ‘Sing Worries Away’ 
(RKO), snug $11,500. 


(Ind.) (3,000; 


‘Ball Fire’ Torrid $8,500 
In Mont’l.; ‘Eager’ 61,G| 


. Montreal, March 24. 

~ent apathy. begitning to show 4 
bat ‘Ball ot Fire’ is much above 
average at Loew’s, easily best in 
town. 

Estimates for This Week 
«Palace (CT) (2,700: 30-45-62)— 
Johnny Eager’ (M-G) (2d wk), good 
$6,500 ‘in sight following big $9,000 





last week, 
Capitol (CT) (2,700; 30-45-62 )— 
ru Night’ (WB) and ‘Mexican 


Spitfire’ (RKO). Handsome $6,500 
Last week, ‘Bedtime Story’ (Col) ‘and 
Na Murder Ring’ (Col), neat 


piatws , (CT) (2,800; 35-53-67)— 
all Fire’ (RKO). Best grosser in 


town with snap- 'y $8,500 st week, 


‘Ca tai be Ps 
big anes Clouds (WB) third repeat, 
Princess (CT) (2,300; 30-40-52)— 


‘Valley Sun’ (WB) and ‘Sing Worries 
’ od enough $4,000. 
saat week, ‘South Tahiti? (U) and 
cker Break’ (U), good $3,800. 
Gyheum (Ind) (1,100; 30-40-60) 
goed Rush’ (UA) (3d wk). Stil! 
week at $3,500 after fine $4,500 last 


St. Denis (France-Film) (2,500: 30- 





10)—"Mysteres de Paris’ and ‘An- 
$3,000 


Cette Vieille 


nee Hongroise.’ Mediocre | 
Last week, ‘Feu Paille’ and | 
Canaille,’ weak $3,200. ' 


ww 


Four for Cohen at Rep 


Hollywood, March 24. 
Two pictures were added to Al- 





bert J. Cohen’s production schedule | $4 


at Republic, making a total of four. 

New yarns are ‘Hold Your Wife’ 
and ‘This’ll Kill You.’ Others are 
‘Winter Carnival’ and ‘Broadway 
Goes to College.’ 


‘Lady Has Plans’ Sturdy 
$16,000 in Newark, Same 
For ‘Right Heart’-Barnet 


Newark, March 24. 

‘The Lady Has Plans,’ at Para- 
mount, and Charlie Barnet’s orches- 
tra plus ‘Right to the Heart,’ at the 
Adams, are Newark’s only new first- 
run shows this week, both doing 
strong business. Town has three 
holdovers, with the Branford’s ‘Ride 
*Em Cowboy,’ in second week, pull- 
ing best. 


Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Indie) (2,000; 25-35-50-60) 
—Right to Heart’ (20th), Charlie 
Barnet’s orchestra, Aunt Jemima and 
five extra vaude acts Monday night. 
Barnet band mainly responsible for 
nice $16,000. Last week, ‘South of 
Tahiti’ (U), Shep Field’s band and 
extra Monday nigth stage show, good 
$15,500. 

Branford (WB) (2,800; 28-33-44-55) 
—‘Ride "Em Cowboy’ (U) and ‘Sing 
Supper’ (Col) (2d wk). Abbott and 
Costello continue to pull strongly; 
neat $12,500. Last week, same com- 
edy, dandy $18,000. 

Capitol (WB) (1,200; 20-28-39-44) 
—‘Corsican Bros.’ (UA) and ‘Pacific 
Blackout’ (Par). Second-run combo 
fair $2,500. Last week, ‘Hellzapop- 
pin’ (U) and ‘Paris Calling’ (U), good 
$2,900. 

Paramount (Adams-Par) (2,000; 30- 
35-44-55)—Lady Has Plans’ (Par) 
and ‘Maxwell Archer’ (Mono). 
Pleasing $16,000. Last week, ‘Play- 
mates’ (RKO) and ‘Weekend Three’ 
(RKO), meagre $9,000. 

Proctor’s (RKO) (2,400; 28-44-60) 
—‘Ball Fire’ (RKO) and ‘Date With 
Falcon’ (RKO) (3d wk). Plus a five- 
act vaudeville bill Monday and Tues- 
day evenings, strong $10,000. Last 
week, terrific $16,500. 

State (Loew’s) (2,600: 28-33-44-55) 
—Johnny Eager’ (M-G) and ‘Mr., 
Mrs. North’ (M-G) (2d wk). Fine 
$11,000. Last week, powerful $16,500. 


PORTLAND BIZ HOT 


‘Dinner’ - ‘Queen’ Terrif $10,000— 
‘Gesture’-‘Orchid’ Wham 9G 

















Portland, Ore., March 24. 
Rolling in on the heels of good 
bally, ‘Man Who Came to Dinner’ is 
pulling strong at the Paramount, and 


‘Shanghai Gesture’ is going over well | 


at the Broadway. 
Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 35-40- 
50)—‘Shanghai Gesture’ (UA) and 
‘Brooklyn Orchid’ (UA). Going over 
for strong $9,000. Last week, “To Be’ 
(UA) and ‘Bombay Clipper’ (U) (2d 
wk), high $6,500. 

Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1,- 
500: 35-40-50)—‘Wolf Man’ (U) and 
‘Mad Doctor’ (U). Holding three 
extra days to take magnif $8.800 in 
ten days. House going legit this 
week. 

Orpheum (Hamrick-Evergreen ) 
(1.800; 35-40-50 )—‘Song Islands’ 
(20th) and ‘Blue, White, Perfect’ 
(20th) (2d wk). Great $6,100 in sec- 
ond stanza. First week. swell $9,800. 

Paramount (H-E) (3.000; 35-40-50) 
— ‘Man to Dinner’ (WB) and ‘Call Ell- 
ery Queen’ (Col). Terrif $10,000. 
Last week, ‘Ball Fire’ (RKO) with 
‘Pacific Blackout’ (Par) (1st), closed 
third week for nice $5,100. 

United Artists (Parker) (1.000; 35- 


40-50)—Bugle Sounds’ (M-G) and 
‘Frisco Lil’ (U) Ist). Grand $5.000 
on second sesh of “Bugle” First 


week, big $7,500. 
Gable’s Flying Picture 


Hollywood, March 24. 
‘Shadow of the Wing,’ a tale of 
U.S. Army flyers, will be Clark 
Gable’s next starrer at Metro. 
Victor Fleming is director and 
Sam Zimbalist producer. 











Reunion of Harrys 


Hollywood, March 24. 

*" Old combination, Harry Edwards 
as director and Harry Langdon as 
comic, is reunited in the next Lang- 
don two-reeler, slated to start at 
Columbia March 25. 

Edwards piloted the comedian in 
his first feature, ‘Tramp, Tramp, 
Tramp.’ 








DENVER HOLDS FIRM 


‘Gesture’ $10,500—Vanishing Vir- 
ginian’ 9G, ‘Lady Plans’ 8G H.O. 








Denver, March 24. 
‘Shanghai Gesture’ teamed with 
‘Brooklyn Orchid’ at the Denver is 
doing top business currently, with all 
but one house running above aver- 


age. 
Estimates for This Week 
Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 25-40)— 
‘Roxie Hart’ (20th), after week at 
Denver. Good $4,500. Last week, ‘To 
gees after Denver week, good 


Broadway (Fox) (1,040; 25-35-40) 
—Valley Sun’ (RKO) and ‘Joe Smith, 
American’ (M-G), after week at 
Broadway. Meagre $2,500. Last 
week, ‘Johnny Eager’ (M-G) and 
‘Four Jacks, Jill’ (RKO), after Or- 
pheum week, fair $3,000. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 25-35-40) 
—Lady Has Plans’ (Par) (2d wk), 
and ‘Remarkable Andrew’ (Par). 
Nearly $8,000. Last week, ‘Lady Has 

Par 500 


Denver (Fox) (2,525; 25-35-40)— 
‘Shanghai Gesture’ (UA) and “Brook- 
Iyn Orchid’ (UA). Strong $10,500. 
Last week, ‘Roxie Hart’ (20th) and 
‘Night Divorce’ (20th), good $9,500. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40 
—Vanishing Virgiaian’ (M-G) and 
‘Tarzan’s Treasure’ (M-G). Sturdy 
$9,000. Last week, ‘Valley Sun’ 
(RKO) and ‘Joe Smith, American’ 
(M-G), fair $8,200. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 25-40)— 
‘Dangerously Live’ (WB) and ‘D. A. 
Carter Case’ (Rep). Robust $6,500. 
Last week, ‘Ghost Frankenstein’ (U) 
and ‘Mad Doctor’ (U), good $6,000. 

Rialto (Fox) (878; 25-40)—‘To Be’ 
(UA), after a week at each Denver 
and Aladdin, and ‘Road Happiness’ 
(Mono). Fair $2.000. Last week, 
‘Through Night’ (WB), after Denver 
and Aladdin weeks, and ‘Cadets on 
Parade’ (Col), blah $1,500. 


Passage Best 
Straight Film 
Philly, $17,000 


Philadelphia, March 24. 

‘Bahama Passage’ copped the duke 
over ‘Male Animal’ for the top 
grosser of the week among the 
straight filmers and received the 
extra-day ‘gravy’ showing at the 
Earle on Sunday. Boxoffice grosses 
were down a bit under last week’s 
biz, but they’re still above that of 
corresponding Lenten weeks of pre- 
vious years. 

‘What’s -‘Cookin’,’ teamed with Ina 
Ray Hutton orch and Blackstone on 
the Earle stage, is okay as are the 
holdovers of ‘Citizen Kane’ and ‘To 
Be or Not to Be.’ 

Opposish this week consists of 
three legiters nlus the ‘Skating Van- 
ities of 1942,’ roller skating show 
which opened at the Arena Mon- 
day (23). 

Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1.303; 35-46-57-68 )— 








‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO) (3d wk). 
Dipping slightly under last week’s 
take with $8,500, slick third trip. 


Seeond sesh sloughed off to fairish 
$9,000. 

Arcadia (Sablosky) (600; 35-46-57) 
—Green Valley’ (20th) (4th run). 


to book this pic which is playing the 
nabes. A poor $1,000 for five days. 
Last week, ‘Vanishing Virginian’ 
(M-G). mild $2,300 for second run. 

Boyd (WB) (2,568; 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Male Animal’ (WB). Runnerup in 
the first run league with nice $16,- 
000. Last week, ‘Ball Fire’ (RKO) 
bowed off with bangup $11,000 for 
third stanza. 

Earle (WB) (2.768; 35-46-57-68)— 
‘What’s Cookin’ (U) with Ina Ray 
Hutton orch and Blackstone on stage. 
Okay $21,000. Not in same class, 
however, with $27,800 
chalked uv last week by ‘Bullet 
Sears’ (WB) and all-sepia show 
headed ov Duke Ellington band and 
Ethel Waters. 

Fox (WB) (2.425; 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Bahama Passage’ (Par). Rapped by 
crix but netting a husky $17,000 vlus 
an extra $2.000 for the added Sun- 
day ‘bonus’ showing at the Earle. 
Last week, ‘La. Purchase,’ nice $14,- 
000 for holdover sesh. 

Karlton (WB) (1.066: 35-46-57-68) 
—Roxie Hart’ (20th) (2d run) (2d 
wk). Milked dry with only a me- 
diocre $3,500 for this try. Initialer 
of ‘second run a pale $4,000. 

Keith’s (WB) (2,200: 35-46-57-68) 
—‘Ball Fire’ (RKO) (2d run). Still 
percolating after moveover from 
Boyd with good $5.000 on tap. Last 
week, ‘Captains Clouds’ (WB), fair 
$4,000 for second run after its long 
stay at Stanley. 

Stanley (WB) (2.916: 35-46-57-68) 
—To Be’ (UA) (2d wk). Chalking 
up okay $13,000 after hefty $18,000 
for initial stanza plus $2,300 for ex- 


elegant 


tra showing at Earle. ‘Ride "Em 
Cowboy’ (UU) opens tomorrow 
(Wed.). 


Stanton (WB) (1,457: 35-47-57-68) 
—‘Gentleman After Dark’ (UA) (2d 
wk). Neat $5,000 for h.o. Last week, 
for this thrille: surprise $8,000. 


' |with ‘Come Danger’ 
Lack of product forced this house | 





To Be Giant $39,000 in 2 Hub Spots; 
K. Kyser 216 Ditto, Valley’ 156 in 6th 





Warners’ ‘Buffalo Bill’ 


Hollywood, March 24. 

Life of William F. Cody, the ‘Buf- 
falo Bill’ of dime novels and circuses, 
is being rushed for early production 
with a high budget at Warners. 

Ronald Reagan draws the title 
role, with Michael Curtis directing 
and Hal Wallis producing. 


‘Dancing’ $12,000 For 
Prov.; ‘Invaders’ 106, 
‘Song Islands’ $9,000 


Providence, March 24. 
Hypoed by hefty exploitation, “The 
Invaders’ is doing big biz at Strand. 
Still nifty is ‘Ride "Em Cowboy’ on 


its second week at RKO Albee. Ma- 
jestic’s ‘Song of the Islands’ also is 
stepping along nicely. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,200; 28-39-50)— 
‘Ride "Em Cowboy’ (U) and ‘Bombay 
Clipper’ (U) (2d wk). Heading for 
nice $7,500. Last week, zowie $13,500. 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 28-39- 
50)—* Row’ (WB) and ‘Don’t 
“ — (U) ot a Cl van 

. bee a ouds’ 
wa) and ‘Jail House Blies’ (WB) 
(3d downtown wk). a $3,200. 

Fay’s (Indie) (1,400; 28-39-50)— 
‘Gambling Lady’ (indie) (reissue) 
and vaude. airish $6,000. Last 
week, ‘Bullet Scars’ (WB) and vaude, 
good $6,800. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 28-39-50)— 
‘Song Islands’ (20th) and ‘Gentleman 
Heart’ (20th). Pulling fmf neat 
$9,000. Last week, ‘Kings Row’ 
(WB) and ‘Don’t Get Personal’ (U), 
wham $15,000. 

Metropolitan (Indie) (3,200; 44-55- 
65)—Ray Bolger, Joe Venuti orches- 
tra, and Benay Venuti plus ‘Riot 

uad’ (Mono). Didn't do too well; 
fair $6,500 in three-day run. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 28-39-50)— 
‘Were Dancing’ (M-G) and ‘Joe 
Smith, American’ (M-G), Fairly good 
$12,000. Last week, ‘To Be’ (UA) and 
‘Brooklyn Orchids’ (UA), nice 
$14,500. 


Strand (Indie) (2,000; 28-39-50)— 
‘Invaders’ (Col) and ‘Blondie College’ 
(Col). Showing a fast $10,000. Last 
week, ‘Martin en’ (Col) and ‘No 
Hands Clock’ (Par), mild $6,500. 











Lincoln Biz Nosedives; 





‘Rings’ $2,500, ‘Lady’ 2G | 


|} as a member of the B. G. DeSylva 


Lincoin, March 23. 


The Lincoln theatre held ‘Captains 


of the Clouds’ for 11 days to get to 
midweek opening, but not too good. 
B.o. fare rather thin. 

Estimates for This Week 


Boston, March 24. 
‘To Be or Not To Be,’ topping bills 
at Orpheum and State, is leading 
the town on straight film fare. Al- 
vino Rey on stage of the Boston 
with ‘Valley of Sun’ is next best. 
Sixth week of ‘How Green Was Val- 


ley’ is staunch at the Keith Memo- 
rial, and seventh stanza is possible. 
Metropolitan taken over by the Met 
Opera compan; for 10 days starting 
last Thursday (19). 


Estimates for This Week 


Boston (RKO) (3,200; 30-44-55-65- 
75)—Valley of Sun’ (RKO) and Al- 
vino Rey band on stage. Dandy 
$22,000. Last week, ‘Ride "Em Cow- 
boy’ (U) (3d wk) and Clyde McCoy 
on stage, $17,400, solid. 

Fenway (M&P) (1,373: 30-40-44- 
55-60) — ‘Playmates’ (RKO) and 
‘Loung America’ (20th). Aiming at 
$8,000, very good. Last week, ‘Kings 
Row’ (WB) and ‘Melody Lane’ (U), 
moveover from Met, $6,600. 

Keith Memoria: (RKO) (2,900; 30- 
44-65) — ‘Green Valley’ (20th) and 
‘Niagara Falls’ (UA) (6th wk). Ele- 
gant $15,000. Last week, same duo, 
$16,000, excellent. 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367; 30-44- 
55-60)—No show this week. House 
rented to Metropolitan Opera. Last 
week, ‘Lady Plans’ (Par) and ‘Castle 
Desert’ (20th), $14,300, meagre. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 30-40-44. 
55)—‘To Be’ (UA) and ‘Brooklyn 
Orchid’ (UA). Doing standee biz at 
terrif $22,000 gait. Last week, 
‘Woman Year’ (M-G) and ‘Man Re- 
turns’ (Col) (2d wk), $17,400, great. 

Paramount (M&P) (1,800; 30-40- 
44-55-60) — ‘Playmates’ (RKO) and 
‘Young America’ (20th). Aiming at 
big $13,000. Last week, ‘Kings Row’ 
(WB) and ‘Melody Lane’ (U), moved 
over from Met, $10,800, good. 

State (Loew) (3,600; 30-40-44-55 )—- 
‘To Be’ (UA) ard ‘Brooklyn Orchid’ 
(UA). Smash .$17,000. Last week, 
‘Woman Year’ (M-G) and ‘Man Re- 
turns’ (Col) (2d wk), $14,700, very 


good. 
Translux (Translux) (900; 17-35- 
44) — ‘Russian Front’ (Indie) and 


‘Pardon My Stripes’ (Rep). Preemed 
here last Tuesday (17) at $1.10 top 
under auspices :tussian War Relief 
2 * heading for $4,000, better than 
average. Last week, ‘Cadets Parade’ 
(Col) and ‘Man Two Lives’ (Mono), 
$2,800, disappointing. 


SIEGEL GETS BIGGIE 
ON PAR TAKEOFF 


Hollywood, March 24. 
Sol C. Siegel’s first production job 








unit at Paramount will be a high- 
budget outdoor melodramatic spec- 
tacle, still untitled, on the order of 


| ‘Man of Conquest,’ which he made at 


Meanwhile, Siegel is doing pre- 


Colonial (Monroe-Noble-Federer) | Republic. 
(750; 10-15-20)—‘Cowboy Serenade’ | 
(Rep) and ‘Saint Vacation’ (RKO) 


liminary work on three pictures, 


split with “Riders Range’ (Rep) and | ‘Priorities of 1942,’ ‘China Pass’ and 


‘Argentina’ (RKO). Good $600. 
Last week, ‘Below Border’ (Mono) 
and ‘Melody Three’ (RKO) 
(RKO) and 
‘Rookies Parade’ (Rep), fair $500. 

Lincoln (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1.503; 
10-30-44)—‘Rings on Fingers’ (20th). 
Fairish $2,500. Last week, ‘Captains 
Clouds’ (WB), $3,500, not too good 
considering” 1ll-day run. 


. ebraska (J. H. Cooper-Par) 
(1,236; 10-20-28) — ‘Paris Calling’ 
(U) and ‘Castle in Desert’ (20th). 


Very s2c $1,260. Last week, ‘Young 
America’ (20th) and ‘This Way’ 
(Par), $1,100, blak. 

State (Noble-Federer) (986; 10-25- 
30)—"Blonde Singapore’ (Col) and 
‘Devil's Island’ (Coi) split with ‘Sing 
Supper’ (Col) and ‘Ladies Retire- 
ment’ (WB). Swell $1,700. Last 


| 
| 


split 


| 
| 








i 


week, ‘Honolulu Lu’ (Col) and ‘Har- | 


vard Come’ (Col) split 
(RKO) and ‘Spitfire Sea’ 
good $1,300. 

Varsity (Noble-Federer) (1,100: 10- 
30-44)—‘Valley Sun’ (RKO). Slim 
$1,800. Last week, ‘Shanghai Gesture’ 
(UA), fair $1,500. 

Stuart (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,859: 
10-33-44)——‘Lady Plans’ (Par). Mild 
$2,000. Last week, ‘Song Islands’ 
(20th), smooth $3,000. 


Hands-Off Warning 


Toledo, O., March 24. 

Lawrence Aubry, Toledo projec- 
tionist, has invented a strictly hands- 
off burglar alarm for his automobile. 
The alarm wiil cause the horn to 
toot at the slightest nudge to the 
ear. Should the push be harder the 
louder and longer the toot of the 
horn. 

Idea came to Aubry while re- 
pairing a short circuit in a pro- 


(RKO), 








jector. It is operated by a switch 
inside the car. He has applied for 
a patent. 


ith ‘Marines’ ! 


' 


‘Lady Bodyguard,’ before he steps 
into his new chore. His work on 
the lower-bracket films will be taken 
up by Walter McEwen, who checks 
into the studio April 3. 


‘Woman’ Strong $20,000 
Paces B’klyn; ‘Roxie’ 17G 


Brooklyn, March 24. 
Best showing this stanza is Loew's 
Metropolitan with ‘Woman of Year.’ 
RKO Albee is second best with 
‘Roxie Hart’ and ‘Joan of Paris.’ 
Estimates for This Week 
Aibee (RKC). ‘3,274; 36-40-56-55.)— 








‘Roxie Hart’ (20th) and ‘Joan of 
| Paris’ (RKO). Upped to okay $17.- 
| 000. Last week, ‘Son Fury’ (20th) 
(2d wk) and ‘Genticman Heart’ 





(20th), fairish $13,000. 

Fox (Fabian) (4,023: 30-40-50-55)— 
‘Lady for Night’ (Rep) and ‘Wolf 
Man’ (U). Dull $12,000. Last week, 
‘Captains Clouds’ (WB) and ‘Blondie 
over (Col) (3d wk), nice §$11,- 


Met (Loew’s) (3,618; 30-40-50-55 — 
‘Woman Year’ (M-G) and ‘Hayfoot’ 
(UA). Strong $20,000. Last week 
‘Corsican Bros.’ (UA) (2d wk) and 
‘Melody Lane’ (U), good $13,000. 

Paramount (Fabian) (4,126; 30-40- 
50-55)—‘Lady Has Plans’ (Par) and 
‘Mr. Bug’ (Par). Disapvointing $13,- 
000. Last week, ‘Bahama Passage’ 
(Par) and ‘Steel Against Sky’ (WB) 
(24 wk), okay $11,000. 

Strand (WB) (2,800; 30-40-50-55) — 
‘Among Living’ (Par) and stage 
show with Red Norvo’s orchestra 
and Jimmy Durante on stage. So-so 
$6,500 for four days. Last week, 
‘Body Disappears’ (WB) and stage 
show with Joe Venuti’s orchestra 
and Hal LeRoy, dull $6,000 for same 
period. 
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‘AH SPRING! 


Leo, you’re a tonic to film business—ever gay, ever enthusiastic. 
: It’s easy to see why you’re so merry! Good news from California! 
>: Five great pictures previewed in one history-making week! 
Bl “MRS. MINIVER” (Talk of the Coast! Greer Garson, Walter Pidgeon.) 
’ “RIO RITA” (Abbott and Costello riotous in a Big Musical!) 
, “TORTILLA FLAT” (Spencer Tracy, Hedy Lamarr, John Garfield. It’s Great!) ; 
it “TARZAN’S NEW YORK ARVENTURE?” (Tops for the series!) 
“SHIP AHOY” (Eleanor Powell, Red Skelton, Tommy Dorsey & Orchestra. A honey!) 
And while Preview audiences are cheering these completed, previewed hits, 
Leo’s happy Studio is humming with activity, with other Big Ones under way. 
4 The Studio. that_never stops delivering is brimming with box-office bOUNEV! . .o.enmmmoeern neces nee ee 
William Powell, Hedy Lamarr are completing “Till You Return” (his first dramatic role in years s!) 
Clark Gable, Lana Turner are making an attraction to top their “Honky Tonk”! 
, And he'll follow it with “Shadow of The Wing” and “The Sun Is My Undoing” (best-seller !) 
a Norma Shearer, Robert Taylor are clinching in “Her Cardboard Lover”~it’s terrific! q 
Hdl Wally Beery in “Jackass Mail” is doing swell! b 
i And Jeanette MacDonald, Robert Young are making a sure hit —“Shadow Of A Lady”! 
i Just a few of the Spring flowers that will bring your box-office golden showers! 
Ah Leo! 
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More Femme Managers as They Go 
Marching to War, Exchange Briefs 





Des Moines, March 24. 

Beverly Richards, 22, has been 
naumed manager of the Iowa and 
Howard theatres at Jefferson, Iowa, 
t succeed Melvin Kinkead, resigned 
to enter military service. She isthe 
first woman to be appointed as man- 
ager by the Pioneer Theatre Corp. 
of Minneapolis. 

Tri-States Theatre Corp. here has 
also appointed Margaretha Hudgell, 
formerly with the Esquire, Daven- 

rt, as assistant manager of the 

ocket, Rock Island, II. 


Other personnel changes in the 


Davenport district of Tri-States in- 


clude the follcwing: Orville Rennie 
has been named city manager at 
Rock Island. Robert Schmitz of the 
State, Cedar Rapids, named manager 
of Spencer, Rock Island. Carl 
Noack, formerly of Spencer, re- 
signed. Robert Danico, assistant 
manager of the Fort, Rock Island, 
to Capitol, Davenport. Horace Spen- 
cer, from Capitol, goes to Fort, Rock 
Island. Wm. Voss, formerly of the 
Rocket, resigned to *~'1 Air Corps. 





New Dunkirk, N. Y., 800-Seater 
Buffalo, March 24. 


Dunkirk will. have a new 800-| 


seater to be built by Dalton Burget 
and operated by Clyde Lathrop. 

Strand at Dundee, N. Y., closed, its 
former operator Leland LeTart hav- 
ing been inducted into the army. 

Hiltonia, Hilton, N. Y., operated by 
E. C. Weeks, closed indef. 

Carl Polvino, manager of the 
Cuba, Cuba, N. Y., drafted. 

Burnett Park, Syracuse, is open 
again, re-christened the Erin. 

William, Jr., son of Shea’s Buffalo 
manager, William Brett, promoted to 
sergeant and transferred from Army 
Corps Institute, where he has been 
teaching English to Southern recruit- 
ing headquarters. 

Daniel McCaren, former Metro 
checker, appointed house manager 
of the Cataract, Niagara Falls. 

William E. J. Martin, secretary- 
treasurer of the Variety Club, Tent 
No. 7, for past'10 years, resigned. 
No successor named. 

Cataract and Strand, Niagara Falls, 
N. Y., pooled with Shea’s Bellvue 
under Par-Loew-Shea operation, re- 
ported to have terminated’ the 
merger and are now back under the 
management of A. C. Hayman, own- 
er of the properties. 

Jefferson, Auburn, N.Y., and Palace, 
Clifton Springs, reopened but oper- 
ating only weekends. 

James Fater, formerly with Uni- 
versal, now Columbia salesman in 
Syracuse territory. 

_Charles Taylor is back as adver- 
tising director with the Shea-Par 
chain following absence of many 
months due to a severe illness. 





Doug Finch Promoted 


Spartanburg, S. C., March 24. 

Douglas Finch, State, promoted to 
assistant manager of Palmetto, 
Wilby-Kincey’s new local unit. 
James Jennings shifted by WK from 
Columbia, S. C., systerh to become 
assistant manager of Carolina, top 
local house. 

Martin & Thompson chain opened 
new Pineview, Ga., house. 





Lloyd’s Pitt Exchange 


Pittsburgh, March 24. 

_ Edgar E. Lloyd, until recently a 
Be e film distributor, has organized 
the Victory Film Exchange here to 
handle independent product in the 
tri-states area. 

Herman Black appointed to RKO 
Sales and will be assigned new terri- 


torial block, the West Virginia river 
area, 





Shut Halifax Theatre 


Halifax, N. S., March 24. 

The provincial premier and his 
government have ordered the closing 
of the Community, Yarmouth, the 
remodeling of which has just been 
comnleted is. narks 
rer Lia bate Detween’ J. MM. 

ranklin, top man in the Franklin 
& Herschorn circuit, and C. H. Ben- 
pert, chairman of the Nova Scotia 

oard of Censors, over what the lat- 
ter alleged to be failure to conform 
to safety regulations. 





MeNatt-Keasler Deal 


Naples, Texas, March 24. 
_. Walter McNatt sold half interest 
= his houses, the Morris at Dainger - 
eld’ and the Village at Hughes 
eee to Frank Keasler, east Texas 
umberman and theatre operator. 
h Besides the half interest in the two 
sega deal also includes a partner- 
em in an expansion move planned 
y McNatt. Duo plan to build and 
Operate two theatres in sites near 
Government projects, 





Roy Taylor Reopens One 


Detroit, March 24. 
p Closed for over three years, the 
wets in Grand Rapids, Mich., has 
‘ hg back gd operation. 
: now is being run by Roy 
Taylor, who also runs the Southlawn 
in the tewn. 
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Remington Succeeds Ed 


Solomon for Fox in Chi 


Detroit, March 24. 

With Eddie Solomon going into 
the Army, Harry Remington, for the 
past five years press agent at the 
Fox theatre here, has been named to 
replace him as advertising and 
press representative for 20th Cen- 
tury-Fox, with headquarters in Chi- 
cago. Job takes in the Great Lakes 
area. 

Remington, in addition to serving 
as the theatre p.a., also handled press 
relations for the Detroit Lions, pro- 
fessional football team for two 
years, and although working for a 
rival chain handled the world pre- 
miere of ‘Young Tom Edison’ here 
for Metro. 


Edwards’ Quiz to Ouantice, 
Expenses Paid for All 
By Fox Film Exploiteers 


Ralph Edwards’ ‘Truth or Conse- 
quences’ program originates at the 
Marine Base at Quantico, Va., this 
Saturday night (28), its traveling ex- 
penses paid by 20th-Fox, film com- 
pany. 20th is bringing the show to 
the Marines stationed there as a 
means of plugging its ‘Shores of 
Tripoli’ film, based on that branch of 
the service. Plugs for the film will 
be included in the broadcast, with 
the consent of Edwards’ sponsor. 

In addition to the people necessary 
to his broadcast Edwards is taking 
along two mothers of Marines sta- 
tioned at the Navy base. Trips are 
their ‘consequence’ penalties for 
missing question on last week’s (21) 
broadcast. Marines, of course, will 
be contestants on the coming show. 


NEW LENSERS’ PACT 
SIGNING THIS WEEK 


Final signaturing of new wage- 
hour agreement between the Inter- 
national Photographers union and 
the five newsreel companies looms 
this week following approval by 
negotiating group last Friday (20). 
Top union executives and homeof- 
fice officials now must pass on new 
arrangement worked out in huddles 
last week. 

Newsreel cameramen get a 10% 
wage tilt and generally the same 
terms as those agreed on by the in- 
dustry on the Coast several months 
ago. Lensers on active war duty 
will receive a $25 weekly bonus be- 
sides their. usual union pay. News- 
reel cameramen working with U. S. 
armed forces also will be covered 
by $25,000 insurance. U. S. news- 
reels already have their men cov- 
ered by this amount of insurance 
when on the battlefront. 

Many minor points have been 
added to the pact. negotiated last 
week, principal one covering an in- 
terpretation of what constitutes 
working hours for sound men. 


SPG Cancels Picketing 
Pending Conciliation 




















Screen Publicists Guild of New 
York yesterday (Tuesday) cancelled 
| plans for picketing theatres and fur- 
se tg tes es iad 
ing intervention of the U. S. Concilia- 
tion Service in its stalemate with 
producers on contract negotiations, 
Picketing was called off following 
word from the Conciliation Service 
that it was arranging another meet- 
ing between SPG and the companies, 
possibly today (Wednesday). 

Leaflet distribution has been going 
on in front of eight major Broadway 
houses for about 10 days and actual 
picketing of the Roxy and Para- 
mount was originally set for last 
Friday (20). It was postponed until 
last night (Tuesday) with the an- 
noucement by the War Labor Board, 
to which the Guild appealed, that it 
was asking the Conciliation Service 
to intervene. 

Roxy and Paramount were chosen 
for picketing because 20th-Fox and 
Paramount pictures, respectively, 
were playing at the houses. These 
two companies, particularly Fox, are 
claimed by Guild leaders to be stall- 
ing signing of a pact to which other 
studios are ready to accede. 





Rep. Realigns N.Y. Flacks 


Republic’s homeoffice publicity 
staif has been realigned, with Evelyn 
Koleman, who has been assisting 
Charles R. Jones in advertising, 
handling tradepaper and fan maga- 
zine publicity. Steve Edwards, who 
joined Republic several months ago, 
will do newspaper contact and other 
publicity. Both are under Jones, 
eastern ad-publicity chief. 

Reassignment of Miss Koleman 
became effective last week on her 
return from a rest in Cuba. 


FTC Cracks Down 
—0n5 Commercial 
* Film Producers 


Washington, March 24. 

Long arm of the Federal Trade 
Commission tapped five producers 
and distributors of advertising trail- 
ers, two booking agencies and one 
trade association Monday (23), For- 
mal charges of attempts to suppress 
competition and enjoy a monopoly 
were registered in a Government 
complaint based on operations in the 
last four years. 

Motion Picture Advertising Serv- 
ice of New Orleans, United Film Ad 
Service of Kansas City, Ray-Bell 
Films, Inc., of St. Paul, Alexander 
Film Co. of Colorado Springs, Colo., 
and A. V. Cauger Service, Inc., of 
Independence, Mo., were the chief 
targets. Complaint also embraced 
booking agencies allegedly organized 
by the producer-distributor firms, 
the Screen Broadcast Corp. of New 
York and General Screen Advertis- 
ing, Inc., of Chicago. The commish 
alleged the major participants set 
up the Association of Advertising 
Film Companies to tighten their 
grip on the trailer trade. 

The F. T. C. papers named Albert 
E. Fair, president of Screen Broad- 
cast Corp., J. D. Alexander, presi- 
dent of Alexander ‘Film Co., and 
C. J. Mabry, treasurer of Motion 
Picture Advertising Service Co. 
Latter is secretary of the trade as- 
sociation. 

Respondent distributors control 
about 90% of the business, the F. T. 
C. alleged, noting that about 8,000 
of the nation’s film houses are con- 
sidered ‘good prospects for national 
and cooperative screen advertising 
and are under contract with the re- 
spondent distributors to exhibit films 
advertising products under either 
national advertising or cooperative 
programs.’ The commish noted that 
the cost often is paid by the adver- 
tiser. 


Hearst Still in a Pet; 
‘Kane’ a Balto Secret 


Baltimore, March 24, 


‘Citizen Kane’ getting a belated 
playdate at the combo Hipp here was 
completely ignored by the local 
Hearst News-Post with no editorial 
mention or inclusion in weekly art 
layout noted. 

Theatre ads invited public to see 
‘The Year’s Best Show at the Hipp 
This Week’ with no mention of title, 
cast or accompanying stage layout. 




















| Every Pic. Has, Its, Day... 





Hollywood, March 24. 

New schedule for preview days, 
announced by the Hays office, con- 
tains elastic provisions for changes 
due to unavoidable delays and nec- 
essary retakes. 

Official lineup is: 
Pararnount; Tuesdays for Metro, 
20th-Fox and Samuel Goldwyn; 
Wednesdays for Warners and Re- 
public; Thursdays for RKO, Colum- 
bia and Universal, and Fridays for 
Monogram and other non-members. 


Mondays for 





Goodbye, Nellie Gray 


Hollywood, March 24. 

Girls left behind by soldiers is 
the general theme of forthcoming 
musical, ‘Sweethearts of 1942,’ at 
Warners, te be produced by Robert 
Lord. 

Among those left behind will be 
Priscilla Lane, Brenda Marshall and 
Alexis Smith. 
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Northwest Allied’s Star-Chamber 
(Press Barred) Confab a Puzzler 





Minneapolis, March 24, 
Northwest Allied’s newest cam- 
paign for film rental reductions is 
based on an alleged shift of popula- 
tion out of this territory into war 


industry sections and the U. S. 
armed service, causing boxoffice 
damage. However, if local film 


branch managers’ reactions and at- 
titude are any criterion, the or- 
ganization of independent exhibitors 
will get short shrift from the com- 
panies in this move and in its other 
current demands—one, perennial 
and persistent, for the elimination 
of percentage, and the other to 
knock out the weekly payment plan 
of selling short subjects. 

These were the principal discus- 
sion topics here at the body’s annual 
convention, this a ‘secret’ one with 
all sessions bekind closed doors and 
reporters barred, for the first time 
in the organization’s history. 

The population dislocation resolu- 
tion declares ‘competent and ac- 
curate statistics continue tg reveal 
a lack of defense orders and a large 
shift of population to industrial cen- 
ters out of the northwest territory, 
as well as a loss of men into the 
armed services, reducing the num- 
ber of active and potential theatre 
patrons.” Because. of ‘such popula- 
tion shift and its resultant loss of 
revenue,’ the resolution .continues, 
‘it becomes imperative that the dis- 
tributors recognize more than ever 
these factors in negotiating film con- 
tracts and in adjusting contracts al- 
ready entered into between them- 
selves and Allied members.’ 

But local exchange keads assert 
that boxoffice figures, not claims, 
control, and that grosses in the vast 
majority of the territory’s situatians 
now are at a peak for a number of 
years. Whatever loss of population 
some spots in the territory have 
suffered has been more than offset 
by increased income and purchasing 
power due to higher farm prices, 
increased employment and better 
wages, it’s claimed. 

One resolution adopted at the con- 
vention is construed as an implied 
threat that Northwest Allied may 
sponsor theatre divorcement legis- 
lation in Minnesota. The resolution 
instructs the body’s legislative com- 
mittee to continue its study of pro- 
posed theatre divorcement legisla- 
tion, ‘both as to its operation under 
the consent decree and the possible 
necessity for state legislative action 
at the next session.’ 

A pledge of support and approval 
is given to the industry unity plan 
‘with the belief and expectation that 
the program’s portion providing a 
method of ironing out industry prob- 
lems will be carried out in the spirit 
of equity and fairness to all parties 
concerned.’ 

Plug for W. R. Frank’s Pix 

A most unusual resolution called 
upon members to give extended play- 
ing time to certain pictures (‘All That 
Money Can Buy,’ ‘Martin Eden’ and 
‘Syncopation’) already produced or 
about to be produced by a veteran 
local owner of one of the circuit’s 
most prosperous circuits and a North- 
west Allied member himself (W. R. 
Frank) in association with others. 
This particular exhibitor is regarded 
by distributors as one of the toughest 
of all buyers and one of the most in- 
veterate foes of the producer-distrib- 
utors and his reputedly considerable 
fortune, now being invested in part 
in film production, was made from 
theatre operations: 

Prior to the convention, 
paper and other reporters 


trade 
were 


nouncing that by resolution ana ac- 
tion of the board of directors, trade 
press reporters will not be admitted 
to any of the annual conventions.’ 
The statement informed the press 
that ‘an official statement detailing 
all of the convention business and 
representing the official views of the 
association will be issued by a special 
committee immediately after each 
convention session.’ 

The day after the conclusion of the 
two-day convention, trade press re- 
porters received their first account 
of the sessions in a seven-page ‘re- 
port to the trade press,’ prepared by 
Fred Strom, executive secretary, and 
approved by the special committee. 

There is much speculation in trade 
circles as to the reasons for in- 
augurating the star chamber sessions 
and censorship. The action has given 
rise to numerous rumors in this re- 
spect. There have been suspicions 
that the trade press barring was in- 
fluenced by a desire to cover up dis- 
cord in the ranks, financial difficui- 


i + on- 
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ties, the smallness of non-Twin City 
exhibitor attendance, general satis- 
faction with deals and current favor- 
able operating conditions. There also 
was the suspicion that the action 
might be in line with an appease- 
ment program and a desire to avoid 
publicity for belligerent utterances 
which might be made from the floor. 


Roach Capitalizing 
Sears and Greenthal’s 
Rib Into Next Picture 


Hal Roach is switching a rib on 
himself—rigged by, Grad Sears and 
Monroe Greenthal at last week’s 
United Artists sales meeting in Chi- 
cago—into a gag for his next film. 
But Hitler will be the victim instead 
of Roach. 

It all started when Roach and his 
eastern rep, Ed Peskay, broke into 


a convention session noisily beating 
pans and wearing sandwich boards 
announcinp in slightly profane terms 
that whatever was being said about 
the rest of the UA product was bunk 
and that the salesmen should wait 
until they hear abou Roach’s 
Streamliners the following day. 

Next day, -vhen the producer be- 
gan to speak, he found eacl. gag met 
by stony silet.ce, every man in the 
room yawning in unison, everyone 
applauding wildly at times when 
there was no reason fo applauding, 
and similar antics. Finally; when 
everyone suddenly got up, took a 
glass of water and beg n talking 
loudly to his neighbcrs, Roach turned 
to Sears and asked fo. a recess, 

Overnight, to get hunk with Reach 
for his gag of the previous day, 
Greenthal had had painted large 
signs with instructions about ree 
maining silent, yawning, etc. He sat 
behind Roach pulling out the signs 
anc cueing the salesmen. 

When the producer finally wised 
up on how he had been ribbed, he 
oraered the signs sent to the studio, 
He’s now planing a similar stunt 
for ‘Hitler’s Valet, next on his 
Streamliner slate.’ 


NEW J. P. HARRIS, PITT, 
TO OPEN SANS FANFARE 


Pittsburgh, March 24. 
Opening of town’s newest first-run 
house, the J. P. Harris, formerly the 














Alvin, has been delayed for eight 
days, due to late arrival of last- 
minute furnishings. House, which 


has been completely rebuilt follow- 
ing roof cave-in in November, 1940, 
was to have been unveiled Friday 
(27), but won’t get under way now 


until April 4. Opening attraction 
will be 20th’s ‘To the Shores of 
Tripoli.’ 


Harris company added in opening 
announcement that there would be 
no hoopla attending the dedication, 
but that Harris would merely open 
its doors at 10 a.m. without benefit of 
fanfare, explaining that’s according 
to principles of late Senator John P. 
Harris, who founded chain bearing 
his name and who stated 37 years 
ago, when he opened world’s first 
Nickelodeon here, that ‘the moving 
picture is for the masses.’ However, 
there’ll be a brief dedicatory service 
tbat night, with short addresses by 
“May ¢ Séully afid Frank J. Harris, 
president of circuit. 

Bill Zellor, who managed Alvin at 
time of near-disaster, but has since 
been appointed supervisor for entire 
chain, will look after new Harris for 
first few weeks pending appointment 
of permanent manager, 


New Studio Pact Gives 
Flacks 10% Wage Tilt 


Hollywood, March 24. 

Producers and Screen Publicists 
Guild agreed on a new two-year 
contract calling for a 10% increase 
in minimum wages. Retroactive date 
is still in debate, with the studios 
offering Jan. 1 and the fiacks hold- 
ing out for Oct. 8. 

Proviso in the contract permits a 
reopening of negotiations before two 
years if the cost of living mounis too 
high within that period. 
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__... British Feature Film-Making Dropped 


337, from Previous Year During 1°) 








Feature production in England 
@uring 1941 decreased 33% from the 
previous year, with a total of 48 
pictures turned out, figures which 
gust arrived in New York from Lon- 
don reveal. In 1940 the British film | 
industry made 72 features and it cut | 
that number by 24 in 1941. 

Total of 523 pictures, domestic and 
foreign, including reissues, were 
evailable to English exhibs during 
the 12 months. That was only 18 
less than the year previous, largely 
due to the increase in American 
product available. While only 423 
Hollywood-mades were tradeshown 
in Britain in 1940, 451 were sent 
there last year. 

In addition to the U.S. product, 
there was one Australian picture 
tradeahown (4 in 1940), four French 
(12 in 1940) and four Russian (none 
jn 1940). British reissues in 1941 
amounted to 15, while there had 
been 30 the year before. 

Heaviest decrease in type of Eng- 
lish-made product was in comedy, 
with only eight new laugh-getters 
made to 15 of them the previous 
year. Gangster dramas also showed 
a downturn, with only two of them 
against seven in 1940. Mystery mel- 
lers decreased from six to one. Ro- 
mantic comedies showed a slight 
tilt, from one to three. 

Mellers, 74 of them, constituted 
the greatest single type of American 
import. There were 54 comedies 
end 54 comedy-dramas, 49 westerns 
88 dramas, 36 romantic comedies, 26 
gangster dramas and a variety of 
@iher types. 
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Lisbon Saves Electricity 


Lisbon, March 24. 
Film theatres here will have to 
cut down on screenings to save elec- 
tric power, according to a decree 





| just issued. 


New regulation reduces use of 
electric light 50% in streets and 25% 
in homes, 


ESDAILE PLANS 
LONDON CASINO 
REVUES 


o 








London, Feb. 24. 
Alfred Esdaile is seriously consid- 
ering reopening the London Casino 
for his former Prirce of Wales the- 
atre policy of continuous revues. 
Casino was erected 15 years ago 


by E. A. Stone, and as the Prince 
Edward it flopped from opening, In 
1934, Clifford C. Fischer converted 
the spot into an eatery-theatre, with 
the late Martinus Poulsen, of Cafe 
de Paris and Cafe Anglais fame, 
having third interest in venture. 
Spot was instantaneous hit and made 
big money. Then Government be- 
gan to insist that, as it was a the- 
atre, it was subject to Entertainment 
Tax. After protracted arguments, 
house folded. 

It was later sold to Green Bros., 
tobacco people, and leased by Es- 
daile and Charles Clore, who tried 





PIX 6TH AMONG 
MEX INDUSTRIES 


Mexico City, March 24. 
Pictures are Mexico’s sixth biggest | 
industry, from the standpoint of the | 


mumber of employees, payroll and 
tax settlements, a survey of the busi- 
mess reveals, Pictures employ 12,370 
persons—5,818 in production, 5,793 in 
exhibition, 535 in distribution and 
224 elsewhere. 

Industry represents an investment 
of $75,000,000 (Mex) (19,000,000 U.S.) 
avith a payroll of about $10,000,000 
(2,500,000 U.S.). 


PAR’S J. E. PERKINS =| 
PRISONER IN MANILA 


| 
} 

Indirect word has been received | 
by Paramount that its representa- | 
tive in the Far East, James E. Per- 
kins, is alive and safe in Manila. | 
Message came from Robert Perkins, | 
Universal rep in the Orient, who is 
a prisoner of war in Singapore. 

Robert Perkins is son of the Par 
manager. 











! 








Lange, Pratchett 
To Latin America 


Fred W. Lange, ~ speciai 
office representative of Paramount's 





foreign department, left early last | 


week for Havana on business. 


A. L. Pratchett, Par managing 
director for Central America and 
most of South America, is heading 
for Chile. 


Abates Mex Fears 


Mexico City, March 24. 

Fear of an acute shortage of raw 
materials has been brought to atten- 
tion of domestic pic producers by 
Santiago Reachi, president of Posa 
Films, S.A., with the assurance that 
they can depend upon ample sup- 
plies of celluloid and other essen- 
tials at least for this year. 


Reachi, recently back from a busi- 
mess visit to Hollywood, New York 
and Washington, announced here 
that he had received that cheering 
information in official circles of the 
three metropolis. 








home} 


to emulate the Fischer policy. But 
that lasted a short time. 

Esdaile will have to remove all 
the restaurant accoutrements and 
bring b-ck the theatre seats, and 
with the Office of Works only al- 
lowing $400 for rebuilding or reno- 
vating any property, it seems doubt- 
ful if the conversion can be done 
that cheaply. 





Maurice Bloom Drops 
$56,000 in 20 Weeks 
Of London Vaude Try 


London, Feb, 24. 

Maurice Bloom, who insisted he 
could make vaudeville pay in the 
West End, has, after 20 weeks op- 
erating the Phoenix theatre, dropped 
$56,000. He now contemplates quit- 
ting and may stage his own musical 
show. 

Bloom bought the property for 
$250,000 10 years after it was built 
at cost of over $600,000. Advised 
against the vaude bug, Bloom was 
warned of the name-talent shortage. | 


George Black saw the writing on 
the wall even before the war, al- 
though he was in a position to bring 
talent in from America and the Con- 
tinent, and for this reason he 
switched his policy to ‘Crazy’ shows 
and revues at the Palladium and 
Holborn Empire. 





| 
] 


in getting any names or turns with 
a semblance of novelty, Bloom was 
burdened with a lot of mediocrities, 
occasionally booking a name band. 
| Result house became known as the 
provider of suburban standard bills 
at West End prices, with transients, 
who are the mainstay of the West 
End, figuring they could see the 
same bill at half the prices charged 
at the Phoenix, near home, without 
having to brave the blackout, 





Waller Sues Hylton 


London, Feb. 24. 
Jack Waller has issued writ against 
| Jack Hyiton, claiming he agreed to 
stage with him a musical cavalcade 
to comprise the hit numbers from 
most of the old Clayton & Waller 
musicals, including ‘No, No Nanette’ 
and ‘Mercenary Mary.’ Hylton claims 
he never committed himself in 

writing and is therefore not liable. 
Friends are trying to patch it up. 








faceé with the ubvious éitieuhlty>-- 


7 Cinemas, Including 4 
In N. Y., Play German Pix 


Four theatres in New York and 
one each in Detroit, Chicago and Mil- 
waukee continue their pre-war pol- 
icy of German-language pictures, 
with apparently very little protest. 
In the meantime, Ernst Eisele, v-p. 
of UFA, has been refused permission 
by the Treasury Department to 1e- 
organize the company to do business 
in non-propaganda Deutsche films. 
Treasury took over the German pic- 
ture outfit day after Pearl Harbor, 
while FBI interned its boss, George 
Nitze. 

None of the houses now playing 
German product are using anything 
that, on the surface, at least, re- 
sembles propaganda. Most of it is 
year-old fictional stuff. Anything 
made after the start of the Nazi re- 
gime in 1933 is understood being 
scrutinized closely by the FBI and 
various anti-Nazi groups. 

Open in New York are the Casino 
and Garden in the Yorkville sector 
of Manhattan, and the Wagner and 
Mozart in Brooklyn. The Hinden- 
burg in Irvington, N. J., and the 
Transfer in North Bergen are under- 
stood to have made application for 
permission to relight. 


MULL DICTATOR 
OF BRITISH PIX 


London, Feb. 24. 

Rumor again current is that Gov- 
ernment is planning to appoint a 
Controller of Cinematography to 
more or less dictate to the whole 
film industry. Idea is not new but 
has never found favor with the film 
trade and not much with Govern- 
ment except with certain elements in 
Board of Trade. Present revival is 
said to emanate from Simon Row- 
son, once a director of Gaumont- 
British and now in Board of Tradé 
as adviser on cinema business. 

Another incursion by Board of 
Trade into film bustness is current 
demand to Producers Assn. to get 
full details from all producers and 
units of ail wardrobe bought on 
clothes rationing coupons. At pres- 
ent, sale by one producer to another 








is impossible as it still involves 
coupons, and idea of retailed list 
asked by BOT is believed to 


enhance the possibility of an ex- 
change system between studios. 


SANTIAGO REACHI SET 
AS MEX GOVT. AIDE 


Mexico City, March 24. 

Santiago Reachi, who before he 
became president of Posa Films, 
S.A., was an advertising man here, 
has been named by the government 
to coordinate and direct the presi- 
dential program to up industrial and 
agricultural production. 

Reachi is brother of Ramon 
Reachi (Ramon & Remito, ballroom 
team), widely known in U. S. amuse- 
ment circles, and Manuel, represen- 
tative of the Mexican government in 
Hollywood. 


HOYTS, 20TH IN DEAL 


Theatre Circuit 
Signs for Product 
Sriunuey; Burch: 24: 

has concluded a 
long-term product deal with 20th- 
Fox after the agreement had been 
on the fire for many months. Terms 
not disclosed. 

Though the distribution company 
is related to Hoyts through National 
Theatres, 20th-Fox’s main theatre 
subsid, which in turn controls the 
Australian cinema circuit, the re- 
lationship has meant little in getting 
together on film deals. 














Aussie Finally 


Hoyts circuit 





Foster Heads Agents 


London, Feb. 24. 

Harry Foster appointed president 
of the Agents Association in place of 
late Lionel Wallace. 

Foster was joint viceprez with 
Archie Parnell, who keeps his po- 
sition, with Gerard Heath taking the 
Foster spot. 





Mex Scenarists Organize 
Mexico City, March 24. 
Scenarists in Mexico have formed 





a union, with headquarters here, 


-the War Activities Committee 





A Salute From reser Editor 





Eric Solomon, editor of the ‘Film Weekiy* of Sydney, Australia, 
and former M.P., sent the following cable to ‘Variety’ and other trade 


publications: 


Sydney, March 18. 


Everyone in Motion Picture trade throughout Australia thrilled 
with General MacArthur's appointment as Supreme Commander- 


in-Chief of Anzac area. Our h 
members of U.S. forces who ha 
tralia. Believe me, we will make 
is determined to end aggression i 


and of fellowship in welcoming 
ve joined Anzac troops in Aus- 
your boys welcome. This nation 
n the Pecific, and, now mobilized 


for an all-out in war effort, greatly appreciates U. S. cooperation. 


- 


Eric Solomon, ‘Film Weekly.’ 

















how much production for next year 
will be affected, and what type of 
product is to be curtailed, is cur- 
rently one of the major production 
headaches, pending a WPB Gecision, 

Priority problem is not entirely 
matter of raw film stock allotment. 
Belief in the industry is that the 
greatest saving in essential materials 
is to be achieved mostly through 
cutting down outlays for materials, 
sets, cutters, time and labor at the 
studios. 

For the time being it is understood 
that no action will be taken to curb 
production, p@nding parleys with in- 
dustry representatives; and Wash- 
ington priority officials hope that 
curtailment in consumption of most 
articles can be effected by under- 
standings and voluntary agreements. 
Chances are, however, than an order 
will be issued regarding raw stock. 
Francis Harmon huddled with Don- 
ald Hyndman of Eastman on this 
point on Monday (23) in New York. 

Until recentiy various interests 
within the producing and exhibition 
ranks were in violent conflict. Each 
group wanted the other to absorb 
most of the curtailment. It is under- 
stood that there is now identity if 
not harmony of view among the 
various industry groups. Should | 
there be any further disagreement | 
over who should bear the brunt of 
curtailment, priorities officials be- 
lieve they will have to clamp down 
with rigid Government orders. 

Save Wherever Possible 

Indicative of the threatening short- 
age in necessary supplies was a bul- 
letin issued to studio employees by 
last 
week stating, ‘The studios where 
you work may be forced to close un- 
less materials, tools and equipment 
which you use in your work are 
cared for and conserved. It is vitally 
important to the maintenance of 
motion picture production and to 
your job that there be no wastage 
of materials used. This means you 
must save on lumber, metals, tools, 
hardware, nails, film, chemicals, 
paint, paint brushes, electrical and 
sound equipment, office supplies, 
ete.’ 

One major studio recently in need 
of 1,500 tons of-nails was able to 
obtain only 400 tons, and similar 
curtailment in other requirements 
has also been reported. 

Top executives are currently dis- 
cussing possibility of some reduetion 
in dualling next year. With pre- 
ducers already taking decided views 
on how large their individual allot- 
ments will be, indications are that 
WPB officials will ask various 
groups to decide among themselves 
extent of cut each will absorb. Fail- 
ing this there is a likelihood that 
the WPB will hand down arbitrary 


Priorities Delay Pix Plans. 


Continued from page 5 








is likely to seek voluntary coopera- 
tion of all users. Officials ave still 
wrestling with questions of military 
demand vs. raw material output, 
with no decision to date how much 
civilian consumption should be cur- 
tailed. 
Theatre Expansion 

Meantime, issuance of the order 
restricting theatre expansion is ex- 
pected momentarily. Lawyers have 
been in huddles in their first move 
to whip the decree into proper form. 
When rubber-stamped it will put 
the exhibition branch on a main- 
tenance-and-repair basis, allowing 
new building only in unusual cir- 
cumstances, such as in case of fire or 
where existing houses are inade- 
quate to care for partonage created 
by establishment of new defense in- 
dustries and naval bases. 

This order, putting theatres on a 
‘maintenance and repair’ basis, is 
still being phrased, A. Julian Brylaw- 
ski has assured the War Activities 
Committee, however, that there is 
no intention of jumping the gun with 
restrictions on production until in- 
dustry learders are given an oppor- 
tunity to agree among themselves. 


THREE LONDON LEGITS 
WARMLY RECEIVED 


London, March 24. 

‘School for Slavery,’ strong propa- 
ganda melodrama by Lajos Biro, 
Hungarian playwright, which opened 
at the Westminster theatre March 
17, was cordially received. With 
drastic cutting and proper exploita- 
tion it should prove successful. 

New Schubert play ‘Blossom Time,’ 
opening same day at Lyric, was 
given a splendid reception. Richard 
Tauber is starred, and Schubert’s 
original music is used. 

‘Why Not Tonight,’ matrimonial 
farce opening at the Ambassadors, 
March 19, has an even money chance. 
First nighters liked it. 


GFD Deal on Gaumont 
Delayed by Kent’s Death 


London, March 24. 
Deal for Arthur Rank, chief 
backer of General Film Distributors, 
to buy 20th-Fox interest in Gau- 
mont-British is still incomplete be- 

cause of Sidney R. Kent’s death. 
Robert Kane is here with docu- 
mentary instructions as negotiator 
from 20th-Fox officials and Kent, 
but negotiations have been tem- 

















curtailment orders with penalties 
for violations. 
Prune Duals, Up Shorts | 
In line with this possibility in- 
dustry heads have been checking 
over what pruning can be done on 
feature production schedules and 
how. the short fea‘ure lineups may 
be augmented or improved. 
Shortage of labor is another im- 
portant factor in future production. 
Large number of studio workers are 
already reported working on double 
shifts, while demand on the studios 
for technicians in the armed forces 
is further expected to curtail] work- 
ing staffs on the Coast, if the ex- 
perience in Great Britain can be 
taken as a criterion. 





Fixed Film Rations 
Washington, March 24. 

Though War Production Board is 
Officially described as not wanting 
to be ‘hurtful’ and anxious to keep 
the film industry going as near nor- 
mal as possible, some reduction in 
film consumption is inevitable. Most 
likely outcome of the current studies 
is an ultimatum that no consumer 
can have m‘re than a fixed per- 
centage of his 1941 requirements, so 
that no particular group or user wil] 
suffer more than another. 

Before an arbitrary reduction in 
any materials are ordéred, the WPB 











porarily halted. 


| 


ing prowess), Nora Bayes, et al. to 
make impromptu fun. 

Bustanoby introduced the bunny 
hug and grizzly bear, the turkey trot 
and Gaby glide to his customers, a 
daring innovation then to have danc- 
ing with dining. 

Prohibition was the undoing of 
these ‘lobster palaces’ for two rea- 
sons: (1) the diehard bonifaces 
couldn’t compromise their wine cel- 
lars and cuisine with Volsteadian 
boozing and (2) the new crop of 
guzzlers knew from nothing so far 
as fine cuisine standards were con- 
cerned. So it hit Joe Pani and Jac- 
ques Bustanoby hard. 

Both essayed roadhouse ventures; 
both flivved. Bustanoby’s last try 
was a de luxe East 56th street res- 
taurant which achieved same meas- 
ure of recapturing the Bustanoby 
dining tradition, but somehow there 
weren't enough customers to appre- 
ciate it. 


Bustanoby 


em continued from page 2 








Legit Group Names Guitry 
Vichy, March 24. 
Sacha Guitry has been elected 
president of the Dramatic Artists As- 
sociation itr Paris, 
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News and Gossip About the Production’ and Distribution of the Best Shows in Town! 








‘VARIETY’ LAYS AN EGG! 


Ladd Lad's Made: Okayed by Trade 





—And Wins John Chapman Accolade! 


Alan Ladd, young Paramount 
discovery given his first major role 
as ‘The Raven’ in the fifth-block 
picture, ‘This Gun For Hire,’ has 
‘hit the jackpot on his initial spin, 
it appeared when the clips were 
counted today. 

Praise for the budding menace, 
in trade paper reviews, was of 
rave caliber. In addition, John 
Chapman, syndicated colurnnist of 
the New York Daily News, pre- 
dicted flatly that ‘when Para’s 
‘This Gun For Hire’ comes out, 


Alan Ladd will be the hottest men- 
ace since Humphrey Bogart and 


Edward G. Robinson began their 
criminal careers!’ 
Typical of the trade press ex- 


citement over Ladd was the Hol- 
lywood Reporter’s statement that 


there’s ‘no need to hail Ladd as 
a comer: he has arrived in one 
jump.’ Daily Variety says ‘story 


proves inspirational to a_ skillful 
young actor, Alan Ladd, whom it 


MUGGo CAUGHT 


WITH PANS DOWN 


Minority Report—But Defi- 





nitely—Filed by Scribes on 
Par’s Fifth Socko Block; 
War Nerves or Overtrain- 
ing Suspected in Panning 





SINGING OFF KEY 





Paramount was pretty puffed up 


last week. Execs went around hum- 


ming in the halls, stenos popped their 


gum with a more gay abandon than 
usual. 
for Par’s fifth block were an almost 


The reason: trade reviews 


undiluted peaen of praise. 


Then ‘Variety’ came out. 
, Frankly, we still don’t know what 





happened. All we know is that only 
on 
‘Variety’ 
happy scribes of other trade pubs. 
They 
boxoffice entry.” 
. . . well, we just didn’t please ’em, } 
that’s all. 


Favorite Blonde” did 
see eye-to-eye with the 


“My 


(Abel) called it a 


For the 


“surefire 
balance 





*REAP’S’ GOLDEN 


were uniformly raves. 





Paramount’s thirtieth anniversary picture, C. B. DeMille’s ‘Reap 
the Wild Wind,’ begins its New York harvest tomorrow at the 
Radio City Music Hall. Already the Technicolor epic has piled up 
an impressive recor:! on the West Coast; it’s playing an SRO week 
at the newly opened Hollywood Paramount, where the World 
Premiere was held last Thursday. 

‘Reap’ opens big—and grows—the record in L.A. shows. 
upped daily there following the sellout opening. Sunday biz was 
100 per cent above opening day! 

Newspaper reviews in L.A. paralleled the trade reviews; they 
The L.A. Herald and Express called it a 
‘smash hit; the best picture from DeMille in many years’. The L. A. 
Times called it ‘surefire boxoffice; DeMille gives his audience a 
show, one that most of them: will want to see more than once’. 
L.A. Daily News labels it ‘the best of all DeMille films’. 


HARVEST BEGINS 


Business 








ald) ‘here is screen merchandise 
that is as lilting as the song of a 
bird on the first day of Spring... 
will prove true to the boxoffice... 
kept the preview audience laughing 
continually, with music, dancing, 
romance, a plot that has the quality 
of adrenalin, and a talented cast.’ 
(Film Daily) ‘Slam-bang comedy 
should go over with sock as family 
film fare...bang-up entertainment 
packed with howl-provoking situa- 
tions...family trade will eat it up 
and then cry for more.. .furious, 
breathless, nonsensical film that 
strives solely for laughs and gets 
them unstintedly...one long romp.’ 
(Showmen’s’ Trade Review) 
‘should be received with gales of 
laughter...should draw  better- 
(MP 


pace that works up terrific, excite- 
ment.” (MP Herald) ‘Builds up a 
suspense equalled by few films in 
its category...performances of the 
best...script a demonstration of 
skill in the maintenance of tension 
..-production tip -top...direction 
sparkles. ..excellent entertainment.’ 
(Jay Emanuel, in a letter) ‘Should 
do a barrel of business...the best 
drama made in many a season.’ 
(Showmen’s Trade Review) ‘Box- 
office dynamite that seems headed 
for outstanding business. ..top- 
flight. ..a hit attraction. ..will profit 
by word-of-mouth.’ (Variety... 
see what we mean?) ‘Little im- 
portance and limited appeal. ..in- 
volved...improbable story.’ 


‘Henry and Dizzy’... (MP Daily) 





DUS 


than-average patronage.’ 
Daily) ‘Fast-stepping and fast-mov- 
ing; has plenty to recommend it 
for outright entertainment.’ (H’wd 
Reporter) ‘an honestly whacky com- 
edy, milked dry of laughs by the 
vigorous efforts of its cast.’ (Daily 
Variety) ‘the usual film audience 
wiil vociferously applaud.’ (Va- 
riety, who must have had a bad 


Now, Paramount doesn’t mind 
taking its lumps when there’s cause. 
But this time it hurt. So for the rec- 
ord—and for the sake of those ex- 
hibs who read only ‘Variety,’ here’s 
a_picture-by-picture sample of how 
Paramount’s fifth block reviews 
sounded: 


‘My Favorite Blonde’ , (Box- 
office) ‘A definite money attraction’ 


elevates to the status of stardom. 
Young Ladd looms as one of the 
most promising of the screen’s new- 
comers in a long time; his person- 
ality rides through every scene and 
will win admiration from men and 
women alike.’ 

MP Herald says: ‘performance 
turned in by Alan Ladd, a new- 


‘good, all-around screen fun for the 
entire family ... solid, homespun 
appeal ...a strong drawing card 
at the boxoffice ... plenty df solid 
entertainment’. (Boxoffice) ‘certain 
to garner steady family patronage, 
especially in the neighborhoods... 
mom, pop, sistie and junior will 
have a good time with this entry’. 





comer who portrays the salaried 





assassin, is one to be talked about (MP Daily) ‘laugh provoking, gag- mildly satisfy.’ hangs up another hour’s solid ~ 
and remembered.’ Showmen’s! Alan Ladd as “The Raven,’ peycho- ag . Ley — end furious...) Spr ; amusement . . . will whet the ap- 
Trade Review says: ‘Alan Ladad’s | Killer, of This Gun fer Mize: ar at minutes of solid entertainment. This Gun for Hire’ (MP Daily )— petite for more’. (Film Daily) ‘will 


portrayal of the cold-blooded killer 
is a work of art, 
with the best 
screen.’ 

Even ‘Variety’, in turning in the 
only negative review of ‘This Gun’| 
to come from the entire trade 
press, slipped Ladd a backhanded 
compliment by saying that his 
death at the end was disconcerting | 


ever seen on the| 


Film Daily, in characterizing the | 
picture as ‘a quality melodrama | 
that packs tremendous suspense 
and should shoot up boxoffice | 
8rosses,’ cites Ladd as ‘easily the 
Standout in the cast,’ after prais- 
ing all acting. ‘His work as the| 





a job that ranks| 





the year. 





Before the trade verdicts were 
in, Paramount studio had spotted 
Ladd’s unusual ability. In quick 
succession, following first screen- 
ing of ‘Gun’ rushes, Ladd was 
skedded into three more pix. 

First announcement was 


as menace. 
studio announced purchase of the 
London play, “The Man in Half 
Moon Street,’ as a Ladd vehicle. 
He’s to get stellar billing in this. 
Recently the third announcement 





| 
| 





(Film Daily) a magnet and money- 
maker; bright, gag-laden 
to the boxoffice.’ 
‘Watch out at the boxoffice for a 
hefty money maker.’ (Daily Variety) 
‘One of the studio’s top money pic- 
tures of the year. Should do smash 
business everywhere.’ 
Trade Review) 
cracking best. . 


‘Hope at his wise- 


(MP 
‘star-studded cast, accel- 
delicious streak of 
comedy . . all indications of dolh- 
lars at the boxoffice.’ (‘Variety’) 
‘surefire boxoffice entry’ 
(Thanks, pals). 


‘Great Man’s Lady’ (MP 


came through; Ladd will go into| paily) ‘tender and sensitive story. .. 
cold-blooded killer gives you the|‘Red Harvest’ following “The Man | should have strong boxoffice appeal 








| 


(Showmen’s | 


. a natural to reap | 
that| rich rewards at the boxoffice.’ 
‘as all the sympathy went to Ladd? Ladd would go into ‘The Glass Key’ Herald) 
About a week later the erated pace, 


night) ‘familiar and _ static. ..will 


‘Skillfully blended blood-and-thun- 


. coin} der melodrama with psychopathic 
(H’wd Reporter) | overtones. 


..taut action and ‘sus- 
pense.” (Daily Variety) ‘Due for 
critical raves and the kind of cus- 
tomer ballyhoo a well-made pic- 
ture of this kind invariably gets... 
will do sturdy business.’ (Holly- 
wood Reporter) “You'll go a long 
way to find more tense and grip- 
ping melodrama. ..word will surely 
get around that here is a hit &t- 
traction. (Film Daily) ‘Quality 
melodrama packs tremendous sus- 
pense; should shoot up boxoffice 
grosses...deliberate, inexorable 





(Daily Variety) ‘Henry Aldrich 


go over with the family trade’. 
(Showmen’s Trade Review) ‘stacks 
up as good family entertainment 

. should satisfy the paying cus- 
tomers of all ages’. (H’wd Re- 
porter) ‘Boisterous fuvenile antics 
give the Aldrich Family another 
vigorous screen workout’. (Variety, 
our pals) ‘more or less typical but 
below average.’ 

There’s the record. On the face 
of it Paramount feels that ‘We 
been robbed’, And we venture to 
predict that the old B.O. reports 
will prove we're right... 






















chills,’ review adds. |in Half Moon Street’. |for women...Barbara Stanwyck bril- 
Shee jliant.’ (Daily Variety) ‘fine, emo- { = 
aie pines, tional entertainment, tole with sin- | Bison: | : 
e e . cerity and depth...strong theatre, | THEATRE | 
All H d i | ! particularly for the feminine pa- * j 
all S 0 IS ening a 10S: trons.” (MP Herald) ‘heart interest, MANAGER) 
adventure and an exciting pace to 


Fleet's In’ Gets Second Air Show 





One of the biggest listening au- 
diences ever lined up for a spot 
program is expected Friday night 
for Paramount’s second radio send- 
off show on behalf of ‘The Fleet's 
In” gob-gal-guffaw hit starring 
Lamour, Holden and Bracken. 
_The show goes out over 81 sta- 
tions of the Mutual Network 
Sixty-nine of these stations will 
Carry it at 9:45 to 10 pm. EWT— 
Sandwiched directly between the 
popular Coca-Cola ‘Spotlight 
Bands’ show and the Joe Louis-Abe 
Simon fight. Position should net 
listeners from both features. 

Twelve remaining stations will 





Carry delayed broadcasts, some 


immediately after the Louis fight. 

Dorothy Lamour, William Hold- 
en, Betty Hutton and Betty Jane 
Rhodes, all of ‘Fleet,’ will be fea- 
tured. Music will be supplied by 
Victor Young’s Paramount Record- 
ing Orchestra. 

First radio show for ‘The Flieet’s 
In,’ originating in New York, went 
out over the Blue Network last 
Friday night. Jimmy Dorsey and 
his orchestra were the attraction, 
and the Dorsey band featured hit 
tunes from the picture, including 
‘Tangerine, ‘Arthur Murray 
Taught Me Dancing in a Hurry,’ 
‘I Remember You’ and the title 
tune, ‘The Fleet’s In.’ 





most of the episodes...should please 
the majority of any audience.’ 
(Showmen’s Trade Review) ‘will ap- 
peal to both sexes... a superb piece 
of screen entertainment that smart 
showmen will be able to cash in on.’ 
(H’wd Reporter) ‘one of the great 
performances of the year gloriously 
given by Barbara Stanwyck. ..enter- 
tainment on an heroic scale...fine 
drama.’ (Jay Emanuel of Exhibitor, 
in a letter) ‘A fine human piece of 
real entertainment that will keep 
the boxoffices busy. If Stanwyck 
doesn’t get the Oscar, then Academy 
Awards are a fake.’ (Film Daily) 
‘lots of appeal. Should go over par- 
ticularly well in small communities.’ 
(Variety, for gosh sakes!) ‘Fine per- 
formance of Barbara Stanwyck alone 
must carry it. Leaves one strangely 
unmoved.’ 


‘True to the Army’...(MP Her- 




















DP, 
pyorT—— ? 





“It’s no use, Chief; they just can’t grow ’em in time to 
ballyhoo ‘True to the Army’!” 
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This Week’s New Shorts 


PHSFFFFFFSFFHFHFSEFFEFHESESEFESHFOSEF EN 


OD RRS, Stains This month's| Current Short Subjects 


People, RKO, 9 mins.)—This month’s 
(Prints in Exchanges) 





+ + +. » » » 





erfect lesson in how not to depict 
ollywood’s war efforts. It’s bad 
enough that the script takes civilian 
defense too lightly, but that’s no rea- 





(Compiled by Besa Short) 


son for the narrator also to take the ‘Going to Press’ (M-G), 11 
whole thing as one grand joke. Fact mins. Our Gang 

that Hollywood celebs are devoting ‘Go re Mr ; Moth’ (U). 7 
time and energy for U. S. defense is ‘Greeebye, Mr. J ’ 
highly irritating when kidded in mins. Color cartoon. 


‘Hunting Dogs at Work’ (WB), 
9 mins. Labrador retrievers in 
color. 

‘Interior Decorator’ (RKO), 18 
mins. Edgar Kennedy comedy. 

‘March of Time’ No. 8 (RKO), 


childish fashion. 

‘Pluto Junior’ (Walt Disney-RKO, 
7 mins.)—-Pluto, Jr. puppy of the 
big mongrel, repeats some of pappy’s 
slap-happy errors in its initial film 
appearance. Looks like a happy ad- 
dition to the Disney tribe. ts of 


customary ingenious touches usually 19 mins. The Argentine Ques- 
associated with Disney’s better ef-| on. 
forts and only a couple of lapses into ‘Maybe Darwin Was Right 


(WB), 211%2 nins. Maxie Rosen- 
bloom comecy. 

‘Screen Snapshots’ No. 8 (Col), 
10 mins. Made at San Diego 
Naval Base. With Groucho Marx, 
Alan Jones and Virginia Weidler. 

‘Variety Views’ No. 106 (U), 
10 mins. Montana sheep in 
spring time. 


Geared for 


repetitious action scenes. : 
i oO 


maximum laughs in all types 
houses. 


‘Heart Burn’ (Efigar Kennedy com- 
edy, RKO, 17 mins.)—This would 
have been a lot funnier held to about 
eight minutes. Edgar Kennedy again 
is the abused hubby, this time tipped 
by neighbor to pull fake sickness in 
order to arouse sympathy at home. 
Steam-roller type of comedy plus un- 
believable characters mar Kennedy’s 
efforts to introduce some humor. 
Okay for some subsequent theatres 
where they like slapstick. 

‘Ten Pin Parade’ (Sportscope, RKO, 
9 mins.)—This shows the marveTs o 
streamlined bowling alleys in Holly- 
wood. Even if it did not follow 
other shorts on bowling, this briefie 
still would be tiresome. Idea of hint- 
ing that medicos approve bowling for 
all types of elderly people te keep 
fit not only is misleading but is no 
boost. for picture theatre attendance. | 
There must be more interesting | 
sports for the screen than champ 
keglers in action. 

‘Who’s Who in the Zoo’ (Looney 
Toon cartoon comedy, WB, 7 mins.) 
—Burlesque tour of animal zoo, well 
gagged maximum chuckles. Top ani- 
mation by John Carey enhances this 








One of better entries in this series. 
‘The First Swallow’ (Color car- 
toon, Metro, 7% mirs.)—Relates 
legendary tale t» explain why swal- 
lows nest at che mission at Capis- 
trano. Off-screen narration de- 
scribes the lonely padre who started 
the first migration to the mission. 
Unusual cartoon with color and 
sound making it effective. Wear. 








Film Reviews 
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Man From Headquarters 





uv satisfactorily on all counts. There 


different cartoon comedy. Best for | is some comed”, but not much. How- 

—— class of theatres. ever, Frank Albertson plays it on 
‘Then and Now’ (Transportation : > 

novelty, WB, 10 mins.) This is the light aide, in tne mace of the 

neither fish nor fow] because factual | difficulties he ge.> into as a police 

has been blended with feature film | reporter. 

clips, and then part of it kidded. Locale is at first Chicago, where 


Fairly entertaining because showing 
such varied modes of transportation 
—street car, subway, elevated, motor 
car, buggy, plane, railway, ete. 
Tame entry, any way figured. 

‘Conrad the Sailor’ (Merrie Mel- 
odies color. cartoon comedy, WB, 7 
mins.)\—Daffy Duck plagues. the 
joviaPsailor on a battleship. Snappy 
repartee of bird plus excellent voices, th 
originality and superb color make it 
topnotch. Safe bet on any bill. 

Leo Reisman and Orchestra (WB, 
10 mins.)—Reisman plays ‘St. Louis 
Blues,’ ‘Make Love With a Guitar,’ 
‘This Thing Called Love’ and ‘Take 
It’ in standard fashion. Unbilled 
femme balladist warbles ‘Called 
Love’ for maximum/*”returns. More 
of this comely singer, and fewer 
closeups of horn-tooters would have 
helped. So-so band briefie. 

‘Aloha Hooey’ (Merrie Melodie 
color cartoon comedy, WB, 7 mins.) 
—Goofy crow and wiseacre seagull 
flirt with a hula girl (saronged bird). 
Inane story feebly projected, 

‘Hunting Dogs at Work’ 
Parade in color, WB. 


Albertson has solvec a murder case, 
then shifts to St. Louis. to which he 
has been shanghaied by gangsters. 
He meets up with Joan Woodbury, 
strar.ded in St. Louis, and after sur- 
mounting many ob*acles they suc- 
ceed in pinning a holdup .on the 
Chicago gangiead_-r against whom 
Albertson is supposed to testify on 
mur sr rap. 

Because of good body plot and 
situations, the film mo es along at 
a sprightly gait, holding the interest 
the full distance. Lindsley Parsons’ 
production %b is adequate and the 
direction, by Jean Yarbrough, en- 
tirely capable. 

Albertson handles his role well, 
while Miss Woodbury, a former 
dancer, is an attractive type who 
performs in a thoroughly natural 
manner. She will go higher. 

Lessers incluae two excellent 
gangster types, Arthur O’Connell 
and Paul Bryar, that are played 
|partly in a light comedy 
| Byron Foulger as a hotel] 
(Sports | also good. 

10 mins.)— 
Blown up from: 16-millimeter orig- 





manager, 
Char. 














— 
. re b: 4 ! 

inal, not helped by Knox Manning’s avn 
narration. Bird dogs are good, but pposi 10 
sound and color is lukewarm. | 





Continued from page 7 == 


Meagre fare. 

‘Mavbe Darwin Was Right’ (Com- 
edy, WB, 20, mins.)—Despite care- 
less cutting (which permits this to 
run too long), Slapsie Maxie Rosen- 
bloom puts this across. Broadly 
sketched comedy episodes trace high- 





proved the UMPI plan, including 
Alfied Theatre Owners of New York 
headed by Max A. Cohen of the 
UMPI subcommittee. 

The four MPTOA members of the 








lights in Maxie’s imaginative ca- | UMPI subcommittee—Ed Kuykendall, 
reer. Nat Hiken’s original scripting | Lewen Pizor, Joe Vogel and Max A. | 
plus B. Reaves | Eason’s direction |Cohen—met_ yesterday afternoon 
make it worthwhile for most houses. |(Tues.) to canvass returns on the 


‘Don’t Talk’ (Crime Does Not Pay, | 
og 4 “*> i sales pls “( ré s sti Ss. 
Metro, 22 mins.)—This arioving mat’ a plan from variou tate unit 


odramatic briefie answers both the The group reported that while some 
exhibitor and the government. Ex- | regional associations of the MPTOA 
hip" witt like it because his custom- | 2%¢ willing to go along on the UMPi 
ers will go for the picture while the | plan, the majority are not so inclined 
U. S. will appreciate how deftly it | and principally want a straight 20% 
puts across the drive to halt idle | cancellation. MPTOA will go into 
chatter about defense activities. the situation further in an open- 


Short traces operations of spy ring 
attempting to toss monkeywrench 
into America’s war production ma- 
chine. Illustrates how loose talk. 
spoken innocently, is picked up and 
often serves enemy snoopers trying 
to slow U. S. armament program. 
F.B.I. ultimately runs down gang 
but only after a series of harrowing 
experiences. Film drives home the 
point that ‘it pays to think twice 
before you speak once.’ Straight- 
forward story, omitting heroics, well 
enacted, makes for sterling enter- 
tainment while forcibly illustrating 
how vital silence is with America at 
war. J. Newman gets the laurels 
for his smart dirctio.. A ‘must’ on 
any nrogram. 

‘Going to Press’ (Our Gang com- 
edy, Metro, 11 mins.)—Strictly for 
juvenile consumption: mighty thin. 

‘Land of the Quintuplets’ (Fitz- 
patrick color travel-talk. Metro, 8 
mins.)—Rather comprehensive sur- 
vey on homelife of Dionne Quints 
done in splendid color to add realism. 


minded manner in the hope of ob- 
taining better unity among its own 
organizations. 

Approvals 

Several units in the Allied States 
Assn. have already voted approval 
and doubted that Allied, the parent 
organization, will recommend any 
drastic changes. Allied’s board met 
in N. Y. yesterday (Tues.) to dis- 
cuss a sales plan based on sugges- 
tions made by its various state units, 
which Allied will take before the 
subcommittee today (Wed.). 

UMPI subcommittee reconvening 
today (Wed.) in N. Y. is headed by 
Jack Kirsch, president of Allied of 
Illinois, which has okayed the sales 
formula. Kirsch is chairman and 
was one of the prime leaders in the 
unity movement. 

Tre committee of the whole of 
UMPI, of which Bill Rogers, sales 
manager of Metro, is chairman, is 








manner, | 


if; who are in 


scheduled to meet tomorrow 


(Thurs. ). 





Block-of-5 Out 
Chicago, March 24. 

United Motion Picture Industry 
meetings to be held in New York 
this week are expected to clarify the 
atmosphere on the new selling plan 
submitted by the committee of the 
whole. Allied group will meet first, 
with Jack Kirsch, Sidney Samuelson 
and Col. H. A. Cole sitting around 
the table; and then there will be the 
committee of five, which consists of 
the three Allied Men, the three Mo- 
tion Picture Theatre Owners of 
America group of Joe Vogel, Ed 
Kuykendah] and Max Cohen; three 
non-affiliate men, who are Bob 
Poole, Bob White and William Crock- 
ett and one each from each of the 
affiliates with the exception of Unit- 
ed Artists and Universal. 

As to the outcome of the various 
meetings there is a pretty good cer- 
tainty that the present setup of sell- 
ing blocks-of-five will be discarded 
entirely. After years of fighting for 
the elimination of total blockbook- 
‘ng, and having finally obtained the 
split contract deals, the exhibitors 
now find that the present five-block 
deals work unsatisfactorily. The dis- 
tributors are apparently quite satis- 
fied with the blocks-of-five setup, 
but, also, are ready to accept the new 
sales plan now being recommended 
by the UMPI group. However, what 
is holding up the new sales plan is 
again the exhibitor, as there are sev- 
eral groups throughout the country 
which are battling it. 

Nevertheless, these occasional ob- 
jections will surely be ironed out 
and the block-of-five plan will go 
jinto the discard along with the late 
blockbooking. Blockbooking _ itself 
| will never come back into show 
business as long as the Department 
,of Justice retains its present deter- 
| minations. 
| On all these current negotiations 
the D. of J. is keeping close-mouthed 
|and making no statement one way or 
| another, merely waiting for the ex- 
\hibitor and distributor groups to 
make up their minds. 

Distributors are admittedly fully 
cooperative with any plan that meets 
with the approval of the industry 
group as a whole. While the djs- 
tributors are completely satisfied 
with the present block-of-five deal, 
the distributors are also willing to 
make any changes that will bring 
unity into the industry. Under the 
block-of-five system the distribs 
were in an excellent position to force 
weak pictures on the strength of the 
one or two good pictures in each 
|block. There was no cancellation, 
which has always been the bane of 
ali producers who have pictures on 
their hands. But, despite this, these 








distribs are apparently ready and 
lwilling to forego the advantages 
|which accrue to them under the 


| block-of-five deal if a new system 
lean be arranged satisfactory to all 
| parties concerned. 


| Indie N.Y. Circuits 
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okay terms with Par on its current 
season’s (1941-42) pictures, with re- 
sult it has sold away on everything 
available to date to independents 
opposition to the two 
chains, 

It may be that Par’s interest in 
a circuit of its own is motivated by 
instances where pictures that ordi- 
narily would be lucky to get three 
days in a Skouras or Century house, 
have played up to 12 days in com- 
petitive theatres and returned a 
| rental profit to Par twice the amount 
they would have realized otherwise. 
In other words, the experiences 
noted in selling away from Skouras 
and Century make it obvious that 
{| pictures are ‘bounced’ bj 





FILM BOOKING CHART 


(For information of theatre and film exchange bookers Variety presents 
a complete chart of feature releases of all the American distributing com. 
panies for the current quarterly period, Date of reviews as given in 
Variety and the running time of prints are included.) 
Key to Type Abbreviations: M—Melodrama; C—Comedy; CD—Comedy 
Drama; W—Western; D—Drama; RD—Romantic Drama; MU—Musical, 
Figures herewith indicate date of Variety's review and running time. 
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WEEK OF RELEASE—1/30/42 
A Close Call for Ellery Queen (Col) 3/11 M 65 W. Gargan-M. Lindsay 
Below the Border (Mono) 2/25 w 356 B. Jones-T. McCoy 
Yank On the Burma Road (M-G) 1/14 RD 65 L. Day-B. Nelson 
Obliging Young Lady (RKO) 11/5 D 80 J. Carroll-E. O’Brien 
Son of Fury (20th) 1/7 D 98 T. Power-G. Tierney 
Treat "Em Rough (U) 1/4 Cc 74 €E, Albert & 
Twin Beds (UA) Cc G. Brent-J, Bennett , 
Wild Bill Hickock Rides (WB) 2/11 W 682 G. Bennett-B. Cabot 4 
——— a 
WEEK OR RELEASE—2/6/42 4 
—_— i ¥ 
Dr. Kildare’s Victory (M-G) 12/3 D 92 L, Ayers-L. Barrymore 
Law of the Jungle (Mono) M, Moreland 
Valley of the Sun (RKO) 1/14 D 79 L. Ball-J. Craig 
Yeung America (20th) 1.7 C 7% J. Withers-W. Tracy 
Bombay Clipper (U) 1/14 M 60 W. Gargan-I. Hervey ; 
Sons of the Sea (WB) 11/29 M 82 M,. Redgrave-V. Hobson - 
The Prime Minister (WB) 9/17 RD SM J. Gielgud-D. Wynward 
A Tragedy at Midnight (Rep) 3/4 M 65 J, Howard-M, Lindsay i 





WEEK OF RELEASE 2/12/42 





Our Russian Front (Artkino) 2/18 40 (Documentary) 

The Lady Is Willing (Col) 1/28 D 93 Mz. Dietrich-F,. MacMurray 

Blondie Goes to College (Col) 2/11 C 74 P. Singleton-A. Lake 

Born to Sing (M-G) 1/21 MU 82 V. Weidier-R. McDonald 

Western Mail (Mono) 3/4 w Ss Tom Keene 

Mr. Bug Goes to Town (Par) 12/16 81 (Cartoon) 3 
Bahama Passage (Par) 12/10 D 82 M. Carroll-S. Hayden q 
On the Sunny Side (20th) 2/4 M 69 J. Darwell-R. MacDowell . 
Stagecoach Buckaroo (U) w J. Mack Brown-F. Knight 

Cc Out the Marines (RKO) 1/14 C 66 VY. McLaglen-F. Lowe 

Riding the Wind (RKO) 9/10 Ww 64 T. Holt-R. Whitney 

Lady in Distress (Times) 2/18 M 62 M. Redgrave-S. Gray 

Dangerously They Lived (WB) M J. Garfield-R. Hussey 








a 

WEEK OF RELEASE—2/19/42 4 
Shut My Big Mouth (Col) 2/25 C 71 J.E. Brown-A, Mara 4 
Johnny Eager (M-G)_ 12/10 M 196 R. Tayor-L. Turner 
Mr. Wise Guy (Mene) 32/11 M 170 East Side Kids 4 
Joan of Paris (RKO) 1/7 D 93 M. Morgan-P. Henreid 
Roxy Hart (20th) 2/4 D 72 G. Rogers-A. Menjou 
What’s Cookin’’ (U) 2/23 MU 69 G. Jean-Andrews Sis 
Brooklyn Orchid (UA) 1/28 C 51 M. Woodworth-W. Bendix 
Captains of the Clouds (WB 1 21 M 113 J, Cagney-D. Morgan 





WEEK OF RELEASE—2/26/42 
n (Ci 2/23 ™M 87 








G. Ford-C, Trevor 


Man Who Returned to Life (Col) 3/4 M 61 J. Howard-L, Fairbanks 
Rock River Renegades (Mono) Ww (Rangebusters) 

Castle in the Desert (20th-Fox) 24 M 61 =S~. Toler-A. Whelan 
The Mad Dr. of Market St. (U) 1/7 M 60 U. Merkel-C. Dodd 





WEEK OF RELEASE—3/5/42 





Arizona Roundup (Mono) Ww 

The Lady Has Plans (Par) 1/21 M 7 
Sing Your Worries Away (RKO) 1/7 MU 71 
Night Before the Divorce (20th-Fox) 2/11 M_ 67 
Ghost of Frankenstein (U) 3/4 65 L. Chaney-E. Ankers 

To Be or Not to Be (UA) 2/18 99 J. Benny-C. Lombard 

Bullet Scars (WB) 3/4 59 R. Toomey-A. Longmire 

Sleepy Time Gal (Rep) J. Canova-T. Brown BY 
Stagecoach Express (Rep) D. Barry-L. Merrick 


WEEK OF RELEASE—3/12/42 


T. Keene 

P, Goddard-R. Milland 
B, Lahre-J. Havoc 

L. Barri-M. Hughes 


Zazoz 





o 


| 





Lawless Plainsman (Col) Aw Cc. Starrett-K. Hayden 
Man With Two Lives (Mono) 3/11 M 67 €E. Norris-E. Lawson 
Song of the Islands (20th-Fox) 2/4 MU 73 B. Grable-V. Mature 
Frisce Lil (U) 2/18 M 60 IL. Hervey-K. Taylor 
Heart of the Rio Grande (Rep) 3/11 w 68 G,. Autry 

Yokel Boy (Rep) 3/25 Cc 6 A. Dekker-J. Davis 
Dudes Are Pretty People (UA) Cc M. Woodworth-J. Rogers 








WEEK OF RELEASE—3/19/42 


Canal Zone (Col) M C. Morris-J. Hubbard 
Klondike Victory (Mono) M E. Lowe-L. Fairbanks 





The Fleets In (Par) 1/21 MU 90 D. Lamour-W. Holden 
Bashful Bachelor (RKO) 3/18 C 7% Lum & Abner 

Raiders of the Range (Rep) w B. Steel-T. Tyler 

Rings on Her Fingers (20th) 3/11 C 3&8 H. Fonda-G. Tierney 
Mr. V (UA) 17/9 M 120 L. Howard-M. Morris 

| Butch Minds The Baby (U) 3/25 Cc 7% V. Bruce-B. Crawford 





WEEK OF RELEASE—3/26/42 





82 P. O’Brien-B. Donlevy 





Two Yanks in Trinidad (Col) 3/25 





























dig buye7zs | 


i who care nothing about the distrib- | 


| utor’s return, or the irrefutable fact 


ever be regained. 

Whether indies or Par cross the 
line first on acquisition of theatres, 
the Loew circuit is not involved in 
any manner. Par sells Loew first- 
run in all neighborhoods and towns 
adjacent to N. Y., while Skouras- 
Century and other indie circuits 
follow Loew's on the product. Any 
circuit which Par might build up 
would be strictly in the subsequent- 
run class rather than first-run 
against Loew's, although there may 
be some situations where it could 
play its product first-run without 
causing conflict with Loew’s. 


DRIVE-IN SET FOR SEASON 
Memphis, March 24. 
Bernard Wollner’s Drive-In, onsy 
motor spot in tcwn, reopened last 
Friday night (20). 
Spot has succeeded in buying 
Warner product for the first time. 








that once a playdate is gone it can’t | 























c 
Affairs of J. Valentine (Rep) M D. O’Keefe-R. Terry 
Sunset on the Desert (Kep) w R. Rogers-G. Hayes 
Magnificent Ambersons (RKO) D J. Cotton-D. Costello 
Remarkable Mr. Kipps (20th) 3/11 M 86 M. Redgrave-D. Wynward 
You’re Telling Me (U) Cc H. Herbert-R. P2ige 
WEEK OF RELEASE—4/2/42 
Alias Boston Blackie (Col) M C. Morris-A. Mara A 
Fantasia (RKO) MU (Disney Cartoon) 
Secret Agent of Japan (20th) 3/11 M 72 P. Foster-L. Bari 
Saboteur (U) M R. Cummings-P. Lane 
Kipling’s Jungle Book (UA) D Sabu-J. Calleia 
The Male Animal (WB) 3/4 D 126 H. Fonda-O. deHavillané 
Girl From Alaska (Rep) M R. Middleton-J. Parker 
WEEK OF RELEASE—4/9/42 
The Invaders (Col) 11/5 D 123 L. Howard-R. Massey ° 
Land of the Open Range (RKO) 12/24 w 60 T. Holt-R. Whitley 
| The Shores of Tripoli (20th) 3/11 D 82 J. Payne-M. O’Hara 
The Strange Case of Dr. RX (U) M L. Atwell-R. Knowles 
Unseen Enemy (U) M D. Terry-A. Devine 
Murder in the Big House (WB) M F. Anderson-G. Meeker 
Home in Wyomin’ (Rep) w G. Autry-C. Barnett 
WEERM OF RELEASE—4/16; 42. 
Down Rie Grande Way (Col) Ww C. Starrett-R. Hayden 
Hello Annapolis (Col) M J. Parker-T. Brown 
Aunt Emma Paints the Town (Mono) Cc Z. Pitts-R. Pryor 
Tuttles of Tahiti (RKO) 3/18 M 91 C. Laughton-J. Hall 
Mississippi Gambler (U) M K. Taylor-F.Langford 
Fighting Bill Fargo (U) w J. Mac Brown 
Gold Rush (UA) 3/4 C 71 C. Chaplin 
Kings Row (WB) 12/24 D 127 A. Sheridan-R. Cummings 
Westward Hoe (Rep) w B. Steel-T. Tyler 
TRADESHOWN AND FOR FUTURE RELEASE i 
| 
Vanishing Virginian (M-G) 12/3 D 101 F. Morgan-K. Gr n 
The Bugle Sounds (M-G) 12/17 D Wl w. Beery-M. —— 3 
Thundering Hoofs (RKO) 12/31 w 60 T. Holt-R. Whitey 
Come on Danger (RKO) 12/31 Ww 58 T. Holt-F. Neal } 
We Were Dancing (M-G) 1/21 C 93 N. Shearer-N. Coward 
Salute to Courage (M-G) 1/21 M 83 G. Veidt-A. Ayers 
Torpedo Boat (Par) 1/21 M 69 R. Arlen-J. Parker 
Fly by Night (Par) 1/21 M 74 N. Kelly-R. Carlson 
This Time for pane (M-G) 2/11 M 71 A. Rutherford-B. Sterling 
The Courtship of Andy Hardy (M-G) 2/11 C 94 M. Rooney-A. Rutherford 
Larceny, Inc. (WB) 3/4 C 94 E. Robinson-J. Wymax 
Sundown Jim (20th) 3/11 W 53 J. Kimbrough-V. Gilmore 
Who Is Hope Schuyler? (20th) 3/11 M 55 J. Allen, Jr.-M. Howard 
Gentleman After Dark (UA) 3/18 M 74 B. Donlevy-M. Hopkins 
This Gun for Hire (Par) 3/18 M 80 Y.Lake-R. Preston : 
My Favorite Blonde (Par) 3/18 M 78 B. Hope-M. Carroll j 
Mayor of 44th Street (RKO) 3/18 MU 4&5 G. Murphy-A. Shirley 
The Great Man’s Lady (Par) 3/18 D 90 B. Stamwyck-J. McCrea ‘4 
True to the Army (Par) 3/18 MU 76 J. Canova-A. Jones * 
Fingers at the Window (M-G) 32/18 M 79 L. Ayres-L. Day 
Seattergood Rides High (RKO) 3/18 C 65 G. Ribbee-D. Moore ] 
Reap the Wild Wind (Par) 3/25 D 124 R. Milland-P. Goddard 
Mokey (M-G) 3/25 M 87 D. Dailey-D. Reed 
( Jungle Book (UA) 3/25 M 108 Sabu-J. ‘Calleia 





ee 


nape 








hs 
+ 
| 
=a 








Wednesday, March 25, 1942 





19 










aietenntitied ted det ook ae kn ae 


Universal’s White Hot Special! 
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— NOW BOOKING situations 


.. World Premiere, Keith Theatre, Baltimore! 
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Fort Totten’s Original Soldier Show, 


While NSG, Sets a Pattern for Others 





By HERB GOLDEN 


Soldiers at Fort Totten, N. Y., 
Monday (23) night witnessed the 
world preem of a new type of Army 
entertainment that their brothers-in- 
arms will see lots more of under 
USO-Camp Shows, Inc., auspices 
next winter. It was the first of three 
experimental performances of a 
nine-person revue employing ma-~ 
terial culled from Broadway's hit 
musicals of seasons past. 

Tabbed ‘It’s All Yours,’ show was 

ut together by Hume Cronyn, Ruth 
Wilk. Jose Ferrer, Nancy Stern, 
Peggy Clark and Dick Lewine. 
Mediocre manner in which this par- 
ticular show shaped up mattered 
little. Important thing is that it 
proved to top CSI execs a great 
formula for the future had been dis- 
covered. 

Abe Lastfogel, CSI topper, on hand 
to view ‘It’s All Yours,’ determined 
at once that two or more units would 
be built on the formula next season 
to vary the straight vaude and legit 
diet. He also plans to build com- 
panies with a repertoire of legit and 
this type revue for entertaining at 
off-shore buses where a troupe must 
remain for a period of as long as 
eight weeks. 

‘Yours’ was prepared as an ex- 
periment by the production group 
working with CSI. Having»an idea 
of how it runs, aim now will be to 
smooth it out, substitute other ma- 
terial where necessary and get it set 
so that the same or another company 
can tour init. ‘Yours’ was staged by 
‘Edward Duryea Dowling. 

If the stuff the group dipped into 
the barrel for is the best they could 
find, it’s a sad commentary on either 
the quality of Shubert musicalia or 
the selection, and its appears to be 
the latter. Some of the stuff is badly 
dated (‘Give It Back to the Indians,’ 
which Mary Jane Walsh sang with 
such success in “Too Many Girls’ just 
three years ago), while other parts 
of it seemed insignificant, even as 
pure escapeology in the world of 
today. For instance, ‘Noises in the 
Street,’ from ‘Two Weeks With Pay.’ 
Somehow ‘noises in the street’ ap- 
pear to be one of the least of a 
soldier’s worries. Some of the ma- 
terial, also, proves just too decrepit 
and weak to survive resurrection, 

At least part of the material for 
these revues will have to be special- 
ly written or obtained from current 
shows. It must have some element 
of timeliness, some recognition of the 
world as it is today. It must also 
be closer to the soldier. Gags based 
on Joe Private’s own Army problems 
never fail to get the biggest laughs 
in camp performances. Skits from 
shows written and presented by 
soldiers might provide a good source 

of material. They also have that in- 
nocently bawdy quality which ‘It’s 
All Yours’ misses completely—and 
needs so badly. The whole of USO- 
Camp Shows, Inc., and its produc- 
tion staff could do the Army no 
better service than paying a visit to 
“We're Ready,’ a little original musi- 
@al revue written and staged by the 
boys at Camp Upton, N. Y. It starts 
a tour of 15 posts in the Second 
Corps Area tomorrow (Thursday). 

‘Yours’ opens with ‘Cronyn and 
Gilford doing the invisible apple tree 
and ‘do you want your palm red?’ 
gags from ‘Hellzapoppin’; the com- 
pany in ‘The Show Is On’ opening 
from the musical of that name; 
Cronyn and the company in ‘The 
Voice of Experience’ sketch, takeoff 
on the radio program; Virginia Bolen 
warbling and terping ‘Never Marry 
a  Bancer from ‘Revenge With 
Music’; Gilford doing his ‘Rialto 

theatre’ routine; Christina Lind sing- 

ing a couple ballads; Ferrer, Gilford 
and Melissa Mason in ‘Danger— 

Author at Work,’ skit from ‘Straw 

Hat Revue’ (this got the best recep- 

tion of any skit but was considered 

too blue and cut after Monday’s per- 

formance); Jane Kean and Don Li- 

berto canarying and doing a ballet- 


tap to ‘I Wish I Were in *.0ve Again’ 
Cronyn, 
Ferrer and Gilford pattering ‘Noises 
in the Street’; Melissa Mason throw- 
ing her long legs around and getting 
impossibly awkward 
positions (it was the tep personal 
Giiford, 
Cronyn and Ferrer in a skit about an 
annoying waiter, from ‘Straw Hat 
Revue’; Ferrer doing ‘Song of the 
Woodman,’ which Bert Lahr made 
famous in ‘The Show Is On’; Jane 
Kean and Virginia Bolen singing 


from ‘Babes in Arms’; 


herself into 


triumph of the show); 


‘Give It Back to the Indians’ 


Cronyn doing the aged skit of the 
guy who can’t get a phone number 
down the block while everyone else 





= 


Greed Backfires 


Milwaukee, March 24. 

Local exhib found the take 
from popcurn and soft drinks 
sales during intermission so 
profitable that he figured he 
could do twice as well by hav- 
ing two intermissions. 

Now his customers have 
launched a campaign to abolish 
all: intermissions. 


PUBLIC KIDS 
GIVEAWAY 
PROGRAM 


Detroit, March 24. 
Kidding which has grown up 
around a give-away program via 
WXYZ here has forced the station 
to caution the public to judge 


whether it is authentic by checking 
their telephone conversations against 
the voices coming over the air. Sta- 
tion has been conducting a ‘I’ve Got 
Your Number’ program, in which it 
calls up householders at random, 
asks them if they are tuned in on the 
station and if the householder can 
give the code word given early on 
the program he is awarded a radio. 
However, practical jokers have 
been chiming in on the program with 
various gags, calling up the innocent 
citizen and asking, ‘What station are 
you tuned in on?’ If the citizen is 
listening to the’ give-away program, 
the gagster chirps, ‘Well, you won’t 
get a radio from me,’ and sundry 
other cracks. The kidding of the 
public has spread to an extent where 
the station has cautioned the public 
to compare their conversation with 
that coming over their radios to 
make sure they aren’t going for a 
quick one. 

















Ex-Showmen Staging 
Original Camp Revue 


Fort Riley, Kans., March 24. 
Trainees at Cavalry Replacement 
Training Center here readying. mu- | 
sical revue, “The Life of Riley,’ for 
late spring preem. Show marks first 
full-length production attempted by 
Special Services branch (formerly 
labeled morale branch). Lt. Andrew | 
White, former Fred Waring bari- | 
tone, supervising. 

Sketches and lyrics being written 
by ex-pros including Pvt. Julian 
Claman ex-Broadway p.a. and 
former stage manager for The Re- 
vuers; Pvt. Irving Kapner, former 
Federal Theatre playwright; and 
Pvt. Jéseph Hopkins, former New 
Orleans Times-Picayune newsman. 
Pvt. Eddie (Duke) Herzog, ex- 
Claude Thornhill and Jimmy Dorsey 
arranger, and Pvt. Robert Ward, 
Juilliard Institute grad, handling 
the score. Ward’s ‘First Symphony’ 
recently preemed on CBS by the 
Juilliard Graduate School orchestra. 

Show calls for all-male cast of 50, 
to be selected in next couple of 
weeks as soon as new increment of 
|trainees hits the Replacement Cen- 
ter. 





Preshaw in Person 
Enlisted men viewing ‘Call Out 
the Marines’ (RKO) at the War 


Dept. Theatre at the Cavalry Re- 
placement Training Center here sud- 
denly began calling the name of 
fellow-private, Gerald Preshaw, who 
was also watching the picture. 

On the screen, singing with the 
Six Hits and A Miss vocal team, was 
Preshaw, working at his civilian 
occupation. 





comes along and immediately get 
Australia; Jane Kean giving conga 
lessons to soldiers called from the 
audience, and the finale, a reprise of 
‘Noises in the Street’ with slightly 
altered lyrics. 

Sock of the show was Miss Kean’s 
dancing lesson, principally because 
of the audience-participation angle 
Ferrer was togged in khaki as a 
stooge but was quickly back- 
grounded by one of the soldiers, wha 
;| proved he knew just about all there 
was to stooging. 

Lewine and Morgan Lewis at a 
couple pianos handled the music. 





COL.’S 1ST 6 MOS. NET 





Columbia Pictures net income for 
the first six months of the com- 
pany’s fiscal year ended last Dec. 27 
exceeded that of the corresponding 
1940 period by more than $1,140,000, 
before tax deductions. Company 
reported $1,514,712 after all charges 
excepting provisions for Federal in- 
come and excess profits taxes, as 
against $374,216 in the corresponding 
period ended on Dec. 28, 1940, before 
taxes. 

Columbia net profit for the first 
half ending on the December date 
totaled $737,749 after Federal in- 
come and excess profits taxes which 
compares ,with a net profit of only 
$307,006 in the corresponding period 
ending Dec. 28, 1940, also after Fed- 
eral taxes. 

For the period the company 
showed Federal income and excess 
profits taxes to be $776,963 while in 
the corresponding period of 1940 the 
Federal income taxes amounted to 
$67,210. 


COLUMBIA PICTURES EARNINGS, 
1939-42 


Net profit, except as noted: (+) 
deficit. 
1930. TTT ees Mer eee $1,295,958 
Bwitass cass axe en cotas 560,869 
Gia. 6 ise cehewd tues bee 574,292 
SLL ntigd ede hd peek BOdE 740,241 
se rks CWA GRe ieee te 1,008,834 
Rs aa eg aaa deankae 1,815,267 
SR kn dns oe ke Ces ee ene 1,568,816 
ae teh yard ee Se 1,317,771 
ATR AR ee ere ye 183,393 
bike Kot eee ceses 2,047 
DR eckace rebate vee hae 512,185 
Rr err ere: 552,744 


(By Quarters for Fiscal Year Ended 
June 29, 1941) 


First Second Third Fourth 
Quarter Quarter Quarter Quarter 
$153,878 $153,128 +$32,242 $277,980 


(Currest Fiscal Year by Quarters) 
First Second Third Fourth 
Quarter Quarter Quarter Quarter 
$261,705 $476,044 ‘ 


Eddie Peabody 


Continued from page 4 


Phil Levant’s band. Byron Baxter 
is still another trumpet man in the 
station’s dance band. 

Freddie Simon, of Charlie Ag- 
new’s band; Eddie Schaefer, of Lou 
Breese’s organization, and Chester 
Breskin, of Ted Fio Rito’s orches- 
tra, fill the trombdne chairs. 


The Sax Boys 


Sax men now at Great Lakes hail 
from many name bands. George 
Kaitz was with Russ Morgan, Bob 
Smith left Charlie Teagarden, and 
Don Baker is an ex-Art Kassel man 
Edward Karpowicz played with 
‘Goldie,’ former Whitman trumpet 
star and now a maestro in his own 
right, and Glen Rohlfing was with 
Ben Bernie and Henry Busse before 
he was drafted into the Army sev- 
eral months ago. Following his 
temporary release from the Army, 
Rohlfing enlisted in the Navy. 
Irving Schandelmeier was with Ann 
Dupont’s band, and Joe (Beanie) 
Warcup comes to Great Lakes after 
playing with Bernie and Busse. 
Carl Recheygiel forsook Boyd Rae- 
burn, and Phil Coomer played with 
Billy Baer’s orchestra. Thala Rush 
was with Vincent Lopez and Arnold 
Johnson, among other bands, before 
enlisting. Herb Sanders _ taught 
woodwind instruments at the Amer- 
ican Conservatory of Music in Chi- 
cago before his sailoring days. 

Four drummers in the Navy now 

















UP $1,140,000 OVER *40 


Predict OK of IA Program of Reforms 
To Forfend Any Labor 


Racketeering 





Conversation Piece 





One exhib to another: 

‘How’s business?’ 

‘Lousy, and also I've got a bad 
cold, but how about you?’ 

‘My theatre’s doing well and I 
have no cold.’ 

‘Things are abnormal with 
you,’ retorted the other exhib. 


‘SHERLOCK’ 
STORIES 


Washington, March 24. 
Denis P. S. Conan Doyle, son of 
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, author of 
the ‘Sherlock Holmes’ mystery 
stories, has consummated a deal be- 
tween the heirs to the estate, in- 
cluding himself, a brother and sis- 
ter, and Universal Pictures Co., 


whereby U acquired the film rights 
to all the Sherlock Holmes short 
stories, but none of the full-length 
novels. 

U’s deal gives it a choice of three 
stories yearly, with year to year 
options for seven years. It therefore 
can use a total of 21 stories, chosen 
from a group of more than 50, if it 
exercises all its options. Yearly 
amount is $36,500, with total cost 
running to $255,000 if 21 pix are 
made. Studio also has right to create 
one Sherlock Holmes story on the lot 
each year if it chooses to use only 
two of the originals. 

Part of the funds will be paid in 
the U. S. and part in England. Loeb 
& Loeb represented Universal in the 
deal and H. William Fitelson of Fit- 
elson & Mayers represented the es- 
tate. 








20th’s Inner Sanctums 
Hollywood, March 24. 

20th-Fox bought three Inner Sanc- 
tum mystery yarns, currently on the 
air, in a deal with the publishers, 
Simon & Schuster, with provisos 
for the use of actors now perform- 
ing in the radio broadcasts. They 
will be given screen tests. 

Ralph Dietrich producers the se- 
ries, beginning with ‘The Creaking 
Door. Options call for five more 
within three years if the first three 
click, 





Pvt. Jack Friend Neble 


Camp Stewart, Ga., March 24. 
Broadway and Hollywood contin- 
gent in service at this anti-aircraft 
post will put aside gas masks for 
greasepaint long enough to stage an- 


other original musical revue here in 
April. This is the result of the suc- 
cess of the initial effort, ‘Who Is 
Leslie?,’ recently presented. 

‘Rest Assured,’ portraying the 
seamier side of a selectee’s induction 





include Wilfred Hanson, another 


ex-Army man, who played with 
|Herbie Kay before being drafted. | 
He came into the Navy after his | 


Army release. Milt Chalifoux was | 
a staff drummer at Chicago’s CBS | 
studios, and Sam Tannenbaum beat 
out rhumba rhythm with Don 
Pedro’s crew. Chuck Johnson, who 
dcubles as drummer and vocalist 
with the Great Lakes rhythm or- 
chestra, receiyed his musical train- 
ing with Frankie Trumbauer and 
Ernie Palmquist. 

Hank Larsen, bass fiddle man, 
came to the Navy from Gay Clar- 
idge’s band. 

Lou Mindling, last Xavier Cugat’s 
manager, was with MCA and the 
CBS Artists’ bureau before en- 
listing. Bill Fischer, who directs 
the new Navy vocal orchestra, sang 
with The Commanders at Chicago's 
Chez Paree before enlisting. Dan- 
nie Hoctor, dancing star of ‘Meet 
The People,’ is also at Great Lakes 
as is D. W. Bellah, former Prof. of 
Music at the University of Texas. 

Chief Specialist Robert Linden, 








pains, was written by Pvt. Jack 
Friend Noble, former Hollywood 
scenarist. He had a hand in the 


‘Torchy Blaine’ series, ‘The Great Lie’ 
and other pictures, but his fame here 
lies solely on authorship of ‘Leslie.’ 

Lead will be played by Pvt. Fred 
Kelly, who succeeded his brother 
Gene as the dancer in ‘Time of Your 
Life,’ the William Saroyan play, on 
Broadway. 


They Shall Have Music 


Hollywood, March 24. 

Music gets a heavy play in the 
RKO shorts subject program for 
1942-45, with 15 musical briefies, 
each built around a name band. 

In addition to the tuners, the 
shorts schedule consists of 104 RKO 
semi-weekly newsreels, 13 Sporto- 
scopes, 13 varied subjects and four 
two-reel courtroom dramas, 











staff, was stage director and as- 
sistant production manager for Sonja 
Henie tours and ‘It Happened On 
Ice,’ now on its second year in New 





attached to Commander Peabody’s 


York, before coming into the Navy. 





Authors 2d Camp Show) 
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The elaborate program of reforms 
in the International Alliance of 
Theatrical Stage Employees, de- 
signed to provide greater protection 
to the union and wipe out evils of 
the administration of George E. 
Browne, former president, and his 
personal assistant, Willie Bioff, will 
be adopted at the annual convention 
in June, it is predicted. According 
to IA and other union sourcés, senti- 
ment among the rank-and-file of 
members is strongly behind the plat- 
form, suggesting a majority vote of 
delegates in its favor at the June 
conclave. At the IA, whose board is 
100% behind the reforms program, 
officials state that very favorable re- 
ports concerning it are coming in 
from all over the country. 

Recognizing a crisis existed in its 
affairs, immediately after his ap- 
pointment as president last Novem- 
ber, Richard F. Walsh went into the 
entire situation and under a policy 
not to ‘allow a repetition of acts and 
conduct such as was carried on by 
my predecessor in office and his per- 
sonal representative, we explored 
means to prevent any recurrence of 
the unfortunate regime that pre- 
ceded me.’ 

In a special bulletin to all mem- 
bers of the IATSE, numbering 45,000, 
Walsh goes into the situation in a 
very frank manner, citing the many 
steps that have been taken during 
the past few months with a view to 
setting up a program of effective re- 
forms. After huddles with at- 
torneys, a program was set up and 
the IA called upon Attorney Gen- 
eral Francis Biddle in Washington 
‘for the purpose of informing him 
that the new administration in the 
IA was to conduct itself lawfully and 
was determined to effect such re- 
forms as were necessary to achieve 
this end.’ 


Arnold and Correa 

IA also set forth its plans to As- 
sistant Attorney General Thurman 
Arnold who ‘indicated his interest 
and his determination te punish 
such wrongdoers in the Alliance as 
the Department of Justice investiga- 
tors should find.’ 

Later the IA went to Mathias F, 
Correa, U. S. attorney for the south- 
ern district at New York, who prose- 
cuted Browne and Bioff, as well as 
to Boris Kostela: etz, assistant U. S. 
attorney in N. Y. ‘A helpful dis- 
cussion ensued,’ according to Walsh’s 








bulletin to the IA members, ‘but it 
that any reforms 
suggested by them were of an un- 
official character and that the nature 


|of their views was not meant in any 


way to influence the action of our 
counsel or the action of the Alliance.’ 

Recommendations which Walsh 
urges the coming June convention to 
adopt includes clauses concerning 
eligibility for office in the IA. 

No member of the IA who has been 
previously convicted, sentenced and 
imprisoned in a penitentiary for a 
crime anywhere in this country or 
Canada may hold an office in either 
the IATSE or any of its locals, re- 
gardless of whether offices are filled 
by election, appointment or other- 
wise. 

Also, no person will be eligible for 
an elective or appointive office in 
the IA unless he has been a member 
in good standing for not less than 
five years immediately preceding 
date of convention that nominates 
him or date of his appointment. 

Recommendation with regard to 
initation fees is that no local shall be 
allowed to charge a fee in excess 
of four times the highest weekly 
wage scale applicable to the position 
which will be held by the new mem- 


| ber after entrance into the IA. 


A quorum will be required for 
action at conventions and elected of- 
ficers of the IA henceforth shall 


serve for two years instead of four 
as in the past. 


New Chain Theatre Tax 
Bill Proposed in N. Y. 


Albany, March 24. 

Assemblyman Louis Bennett, 
Bronx Democrat, introduced a bill 
for a levy on ‘chain stores,’ including 
theatres. The measure make pay- 
ment of a yearly license fee a con- 
dition for the lawful operation of 
such establishments, 

The fees are fixed as follows: $50 
each, for outlets in excess of two 
and not more than five; $100 each, 
for six to 10; $200 each, from 11 to 
25; $1,000 each, for more than 25. 
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AND AIR-SOLD TO AMERICA’S MILLIONS OVER TRE- 
MENDOUS COAST-TO-COAST HOOK-UPS! KATE SMITH! 
FRED ALLEN! TRUTH OR CONSEQUENCES! LANNY 
ROSS! FRED WARING! GLENN MILLER! ADELAIDE 
HAWLEY! TOP-RATING CROSSLEY SHOWS ALL! 
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Free Camp Show Attendance Jumps 
From 567, to 907, in First 2 Weeks 


First two weeks of free admission 
to shows being offered at Army and 
Navy bases by USO-Camp Shows, 
Inc., has been seen attendance jump 
from 56% of capacity to around 
90%. That’s considered substantia- 
tion by CSI exces of their repeated 
recommendations to the War De- 
partment that the 15c and 20c taps 
on the shows which started last 
November be removed. 

Attendance hasn’t yet hit capacity 
at every performance, it is figured, 
because soldiers are wary of free 
entertainment. Many have discov- 
ered a couple extra hours sleep is 
more profitable than some cuffo 
talent they have been subjected to 
in the past. CSI execs feel that 
overflow attendance will be reached 
as soon as word gets around that the 
free shows possess real quality. 

Keeping up the quality is, in fact, 
the major concern of the moment 
to Abe Lastfogel, CSI chieftain. It’s 
too easy when you're presenting free 
shows,’ he declared, ‘to let the 
quality slip. We're going to remain 
on constant guard against that. The 


boys can be reassured there'll be . 


no letdown.’ 


Summer program for the camps 
is now well-advanced in the plan- 
ning stage. There will be 15 shows, 
consisting of seven major ones and 
eight lesser ones. Former will cost 
around $2,500 a week to operate 
and the latter around $1,000, same 
ratio as now prevails for the two 
camp circuits. New policy, how- 
ever, will be to give no publicity 
to the distinction between the big 
and little shows, as has been done 
with the winter program of 24 units. 

Fewer Shows in Hot Weather 

Reduction in number of shows 
during the summer results from two 
angles. For one thing, instead of 
each soldier being given an oppor- 
tunity to see a show every two 
weeks, the period will be 3% weeks. 
That’s said to be because extensive 
maneuvers in warm weather make 
a too-frequent schedule impractical. 

The other angle is that up to 
5,000 boys can view a single per- 
formance of the summer shows, 
which will be outdoors, while the 
winter average is much lower. Plans 
envisioned by A. J. Balaban, Last- 
fogel’s assistant, are being drawn up 
for new type outdoor stages in the 
camps. It’s hoped to have them in 
as many as possible of the big 
posts by summer, 

Balaban’s plan calls for a struc- 
ture made in sections which can be 
easily erected or removed to fit 
various types of shows. There'll 
be a band shell for entertainment 
that requires it, but the shell can be 
easily knocked down to give a flat 
platform, visible from four sides, 
for the occasional carnival type 
shows envisioned, and for boxing 
and other sports. 

Charles K. Feldman, of the Holly- 
wood Victory Committee and Coast 
head of CSI, who is in New York 

sitting in with Lastfogel for 
weeks, explained that there’d be a 
great stepping up of film names 
with the shows during the summer. 
It’s likely, he said, that every unit 
will have with it an important film 
player. 


Kenneth Thomson left the Coast 
last night for a series of conferences 
with Lastfogel and Feldman on ad- 
ditional coin for Coast activities. As 
chairman of the Hollywood Victory 
urge appoint- 
ment of a central coordinator to clear 
appearances at 
camps, on the radio and for other 
defense effort functions. He will talk 
to Government officials in Washing- 


Committee, he will 


requests for star 


von before returning to Hollywood. 





Entertain 250,000 Soldiers Weekly 
Hollywood, March 24. 


Total of 250,000 soldiers per week 
are being entertained by 25 un- 
heralded Camp Shows units, ac- 
cording to Harper Sibley, national 
president of the United Service Or- 
ganizations, stopping off on a lunch- 


eon here on his national tour. 


Camp Show units, he explained, 
travel the roads night after night 
to provide a basis of amusement, 
heightened at times by such tours 
as those by Mockey Rooney, Deanna 
Durbin, Rosalind Russell, Judy Gar- 
land, Dorothy Lamour and Edward 


G. Robinson. In addition, he said 


performers. 


Six | 


programs have been presented by 
numerous name bands and concert 
Luncheon was attended 





2 ARMED THUGS STICK 
UP WB FORUM, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, March 24. 

Two armed thugs held up six em- 
ployees of the Stanley-Warner 
Forum in northeast Philly shortly 
after midnight Sunday (22) and 
escaped with $1,700. 

The bandits entered through a side 
door as the house was being locked 
up for the night. Charles Machin, 
electrician, was knocked down with 
the butt end of a revolver and Selig 
Goldman, usher, was punched when 
they didn’t move fast enough to 
suit the holdup men. 

The six were huddled into the man- 
ager’s office where Jack Field, assist- 
ant manager was forced to open the 
safe. Others threatened by the 
thieves were Jack Goldman, pro- 
jectionist; and three other ushers, 
John Beggins, Abe Feldman and 
William Wardle. After warning the 
men not to call police, the. bandits 
escaped through the front door. 











British Defense Pix 
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such as the Air Observers Corps— 
are being shown.’ 
Baird divided the MOI briefies 
into five general and somewhat over- 
lapping categories. It’s believed 
U. S. pix will eventually take this 
same form. All the films, of course, 
are basically morale-raisers, 

The ‘Uplift Film’ 
First is the ‘uplift film,’ such as 
‘London Can Take It,’ designed to 
renew faith of people in them- 
selves. 
Second is the ‘how-to-do-it,’ such 
as ‘Dig for Victory’ (on war garden- 
ing) and ‘How to Black-Out.’ These 
have proved particularly popular be- 
cause people think they should know 
these things for their own protec- 
tion and are anxious to see the pic- 
tures in order to learn. 
Third is the ‘descriptive film’ or 
‘how-it-is-done. Example was the 
popular ‘Ack-Ack,’ describing how 
an anti-aircraft barrage is effected. 
It was particularly important in 
raising morale through creating 
faith in home defenses when it was 
released during the heavy blitz be- 
cause most people couldn’t under- 
stand why so many shells shot into 
the air brought down so few planes. 
They understood better when they 
were shown how tough it is to aim 
an A, A. gun. 
Fourth are reports on _ specific 
operations, such as the Commando 
raids. These are comparable to mag- 
azine articles on film. They are im- 
portant in Britain to show that there 
are offensive operations going on as 
well as defensive. 

‘Pat-on-the-Back Film’ 

Fifth are the ‘pat-on-the-back’ and 
general informational type. In this 
comes the pix on the Air Observers 
Corps, Fire Warden Service, etc. 
They not only help. create an esprit 
de corps in the various civilian de- 
fense agencies, but show people 
what service their neighbors are 
giving. 

In addition to these pictures, once 
a month or so a full one- or two- 
reeler is turned out by the MOI. 
These are handed to one of the reg- 
ular distributors, who rent them to 
exhibs. Government gets a per- 
centage of the returns and the films 
generally pay for themselves. They 
are of the documentary type, such 
as ‘Merchant Seamen. Two full fea- 
tures have grown from what were 
originally planned as two-reelers. 
One was ‘Target for Tonight’ and 
the other ‘Wavecll’s 30,000,’ the story 
of the Libyan campaign. 

Criticism recently heard of Holly- 
wood features treating Hitler’s 
hordes lightly as comics or fools 
doesn’t apply in England, Baird said. 
War’s too close to home there, he 
declared, to treat the Axis as any- 
thing but a menace. 


DEANNA JOINS UP 
Hollywood, March 24. 

Deanna Durbin goes into war work 
on the screen in her next Universal 
picture, “Three Smart Girls Join Up,” 
Bruce Manning produces, from a 
story by Derek Bolton, R.A.F. pilot, 
now being screenplayed by Paul 

Jarrico and Richard Collins, 








of Camp Shows; Fred Beetson and 
Dr. H. Giannini, of the L. A. USO 





by Edward Arnold, Hollyweod head | board. 


WHITE ELEPHANT PAR, 
OMAHA, FOLDS—AGAIN 


Omaha, March 24. 

Another chapter in the strange 
history of the Paramount theatre 
closed Friday (20) when the big de- 
luxer (3,000 seats) at the edge of the 
business district maintained its repu- 
tation as a white elephant against 
the most determined effort to keep 
it rolling since it was built a dozen 
years ago, The house was operated 


by Tristates Corp. (A. H. Blank-Par) 
and formerly housed Publix stage 
shows and Paramount pix. 

For years it would open a few 
weeks at a stretch, then fold. Last 
Dec. 5 it opened under new policy, 
two first runs moved over from 
their other houses the Orpheum and 
Omaha. Stage roadshows were 
scheduled for any dates that could 
be secured. More than $30,000 was 
spent on remodeling the canopy 
and other repairs and for a month 
it looked like success. Then the sag 
came and the house’s grosses started 
dropping from $11,000 or thereabouts 
to the $4,000 bracke‘. ‘Sergeant York’ 
ran three weeks. House folded Fri- 
day (20). Two more roadshows are 
scheduled for the spring, after that 
it’s anybody’s guess. 

Just two days after the marquee 
lights of the Paramount went out, 
the State, owned and operated by 
Ralph D. Goldberg, folded five blocks 
down the main drag. The reason 
here was a court order which was 
granted to Tristates Theatres Corp. 
Latter sued on the ground that Gold- 
berg had signed an agreement to 
keep the State closed when he made 
the deal to lease the Omaha to Tri- 


Roll Call 
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hill, WBBM production assistant and 
Jack Slattery, engineering, went to 
the Army as selectees. 

Other WBBM employees now in 
service are Capt. Oren Weaver, for- 
mer director of news and special 
events; Ensign Robert Morard, 
special events; Lieut. Frank Lehk- 
nert, engineer; William Barthelman, 
transcription department; Donald 
Danielson, press department; Vin- 
cent Rossi, accounting; Ed Cleland, 
continuity; Martin Michaleco, main- 
tenance; Bob Croft, Bill Connor, 
Roy Gleason, Bob Myers, Mat 
Homer, Michael Sullivan, all former 
guides. WBBM has now switched 
its guide staff to girls. 

Leslie Atlass, Jr., son of the vice- 
president of Columbia-WBBM, has 
been in the service for some time 
now, joining the signal corps of the 
33d Division. 























N. ¥. Par’s Army Bonuses 


The Paramount, N. Y., has evolved 
a plan to place some spare cash into 
the pockets of any of its employees 
if and when they become inducted 
into the army. 

Anyone called to the colors who 
has worked for the theatre one year 
gets two weeks salary as a gift, 
whereas if longer than this with the 
house an additional week’s pay is 
given for each six months over. 

Robert M. Weitman, managing di- 
rector of the N. Y. Par, has handed 
out bonuses at Christmas time for 
several years and recently instituted 
a wartime bonus plan, in view of 
higher living costs, under which a 
percentage of salaries is paid over 
once monthly. 

Bill Murphy, booker in the War- 
ner exchange in Atlanta, drew an 
army uniform on Monday (16). 





H’wood Prefers the Sea 
Hollywood, March 24. 

Lee Frederick slated for a role in 
the next ‘Lum and Abner’ picture, 
passed it up to enlist in the Navy. 
John Glover, sound technician at 
RKO, moved back into the Navy, 
where he had done a previous hitch. 

Lieut. Robert Montgomery shoved 
off for Washington to hear his final 
orders about active sea service, 

Two network announcers checked 
out for the duration. Aubrey Ison, 
NBC spieler, joined the land forces, 
and Charles Anderson, Mutual-Don 
Lee barker, took to the sea. John 
Christ, former producer for J. Wal- 
ter Thompson agency, moved from 
the Army into the Navy as an ensign. 





Sam Byrd an Ensign 
Charleston, S. C., March 24. 
Sam Byrd, Broadway actor-pro- 
ducer, has reported for duty as.en- 
sign at Sixth Naval District here. 
His first assignment here is to pro- 
mote Navy Relief Society benefit 





shew. Assigned to public relations. 


lwith the same-resu'!ts. 








Mexico Salutes 
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by Camp Shows, Inc. Our Latin- 
American neighbors know how to 
respond to good entertainment and 
efforts of Hollywood troupe to please 
were made easier by ‘sympatico’ of 
audience. Names included James 
Cagney, Mary Martin, Irving Berlin, 
Lorenzo Barcelota, Laurel & Hardy, 
Ann Miller, Lupe Velez, Lucille Ball, 
Desi Arnaz, Arturo de Cordova, 
Nicholas Bros., Joan Bennett, Dick 


Powell, Joan Blondell, Adele Mora, 
June Preisser, Merry Macs, Jinx 
Falkenburg, Douglas & Wright, 
Rosita Moreno, Corinna Mura, Cass 
Daley, Catherine Booth, Barbara 
Britton, Linda Gray, Martha O’Dris- 
coll, Joel McCrea, Frances Dee, Lola 
Montez, Amarilla Morris, Senor Lee. 

Program was put together and 
run off without a hitch by Mark 
Sandrich. Production assistants 
were William Dover, Johnny Mas- 
chio, William Scully, Zion Myers, 
Jose Romero and William McGarry, 
Nat Young’s 14-piece band lent the 
musical touches. 

Trip was arranged by the Holly- 
wood Victory Committee and the 
Motion Picture Society for the 
Americas with Kenneth Thomson 
representing former on trip, and 
Walter Wanger and David L. Hop- 
kins the latter. Film group of press 
writers and cameramen trained from 
Los Angeles to San Diego. Re- 
hearsed and spent the night at Coro- 
nado, making the bumpy trip to 
Ensenada via bus for a _ reception 
and luncheon given at headquarters 
of the Zone Commander, General 
Juna Filipe Rico, before the show 
got underway at Teatro Maya, 700- 
seater, whose walls bulged with an 
audience which consisted of the 
14th, 4th and 18th Infantry Bat- 
talions, one Anti-Aircraft Battery, 
an Aviation unit and sailors from 
the Mexican Navy. 

Importance of the trip was 
summed up in a letter from Com- 
manding General Lazaro Cardenas, 
who said, ‘There is no doubt that 
the presence in this city of such a 
distinguished group of artists will 
surely contribute to strengthening 
ties of better understanding be- 
tween our countries, leaving here a 
very definite spirit and impression 
of optimism and faith in victory of 
democratic ideals which are the 
underlying foundations of our res- 
pective nations. 

















Phoney Manager 
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Thompson agency sent him to Irving 
Trust, where he deposited two 
checks, one for $5,000 in Bing’s name 
and one for $1,000 in his own, He 
returned to Thompson to say that 
the bank was closed and the agency 
cashed a $50 check for him, He 
proceeded to the Hollywood theatre 
where he wheedled four tickets to 


Cantor’s show from the actor. Can- 
tor, suspicious, wired the Coast, 
which declared they did not know 
him. Thompson agency also had 
some qualms and wired California. 
Same reply—they did not know him 
Fast Worker 

In the meantime Ray let no grass 
grow under his feet. He contacted 
John Royal at NBC, but Royal 
phoned Everett Crosby, and a trap 
was set for Ray. The latter had pro- 
ceeded to the Paramount theatre and 
told executives“he was in town for 
Bing’s next picture. He was wined 
and dined, but no check was cashed, 
although it was requested. Para- 
mount, also suspicious, checked— 
No-ene- hod 
ever heard of him. He also was 
taken to dinner by Russell Holman 
of Paramount.” He then went to the 
Astor hotel and tried to arrange a 
large party for Bing. No soap. Reé- 
turning to the bank, he became sus- 
picious and ran out before the teller 
could call for help, since the Thomp- 
son agency had already warned 
Irving Trust he was an imposter. 

After a wait of some hours in 
which he failed to keep an appoint- 
ment with Royal at NBC, Louis 
Bernstein, the music publisher, 
phoned Everett Crosby. Ray was 
there with a song he was offering 
for publication, for nothing. It was 
one Bing was going to record, he 
had said. Bernstein had phoned 
Jack Kapp, head of Decca, who 
knew nothing about it, and then 
Bernstein phoned Everett Crosby. 
The trap was set again. 

When Ray returned at 3 p.m. yes- 
terday (Tuesday), Everett Crosby 
and the police were waiting for him. 


A man of 45, he had in his posses. 
sion a letter from Bing’s secretary 
in California giving him $15 and 
wishing him luck. A call to Bob 
Crosby in California revealed Ray 
had written Bing a hard luck letter 
from jail in Missouri some time ago 
and Bing had sent him the money. 





Schenck-Moskowitz 
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if it shows any substantial portion of 
the tax liability to have been wil. 
fully evaded.’ 

The court ruled in this regard that 
the crime of income tax evasion may 
be committed by taxing fraudulent 
deductions from the gross inccme re. 
ported as well as by fraudulently 
failing to report income received, 

Fair Charge 

The court held that Judge Mosco- 
witz’s charge to the jury was a core 
rect and fair statement of the ap- 
plicable principles of law and the 
claim of the defense that the jury 
was confused cannot be maintained, 
The court also held that the consti. 
tutional rights of th: @efendants had 
not been violated. 

The defendants, in their appeal, 
hired former N. Y. Supreme Court 
Justice Joseph M. Proskauer and 
John W. Davis to argue the appeal, 
Proskauer having represented 
Schenck, and Davis, former Presi- 
dential nominee, for Moskowitz. 
Proskauer stated that he would 
probably appeal the decision, but 
wished to confer first with Davis be- 
fore making a final decision. Mathias 
F. Correa, U.S. Attorney for the 
Southern District of N. Y., who tried 
the case for the Government, de- 
clared that both men’s surrender 
within two weeks’ was expected by 
the Government, if no appeal is 
taken. 











Top Bands 
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tertainment business; to what extent 
is anybody’s guess, but it will be big. 
For many lesser units it will be a 
fight to survive. 

There are at least three good rea- 
sons for all this: 

Firstly, record companies are pre- 
paring to eliminate from their lists 
most of the less-than-socko orches- 
tras now occupying time and ma- 
terials on various labels. Since re- 
cordings today are the most ims 
portant medium to a band’s progress 
—no band can hope for big success 


' without a record contract. Disc sales 


are at absolute peak, but limited 
amount of materials to sustain that 
pace (shellac, a major ingredient, is 
almost unobtainable because of its 
Indian source) will force favoritism. 


Secondly, as musicians are called 
up into Army service there will be 
a deflection of manpower—all men 
remaining outside conscription going 
to bands that can pay highest wages. 
The old ‘survival of the fittest’ 
wheeze will have deadly meaning. As 
men like Buddy Rich, Tommy Dor- 
sey, drummer; Abe Moast, Les 
Brown, sax-clarinet; Joe Lippman, 
Jimmy Dorsey, pianist, and many 
other top-notch men go into the 
ranks the vacancies they'll leave will 
be filled by raiding lesser bands. 
These tactics will deplete or kill off 
many of the lower ranking groups, 
and the new ones, before they get 
started. 


Thirdly, there will undoubtedly be 
a great deal of hesitation in the 
future on the part of men who here- 
tofore have laid out financial back- 
ing. With the recording situation 
sour to newcomers new ventures 
will be decidedly risky. And there 
are few backers today putting fresh 
cash into bands without hope of 
quick. returns... Another restriction 
is the American Federation of 
Musicians’ new rules on financial aid. 

Those three points, though there 
are others (including lack of radio 
time), are sufficient to justify a 
conviction that no band that hasn’t 
already justified its existence will 
disurb the current rankings. Most 
won’t even survive until peace. 





U Buys ‘Heart of Texas’ 
Song for Yippee Musical 


Universal will make a_ super- 
western with the title, ‘Deep in the 
Heart of Texas.’ It has purchased 
rights* to use the tag from the 
writers of the song hit, Don Swander 
and Jule Hershey. George Waggner 
will produce the pic, cast including 
Robert Stack, Broderick Crawford, 
Andy Devine and Anne Gwynne, 


| Universal registered the title for 


film use back in January. Para- 


mount. also registered it, but not 





He has not talked up to press time, 


until last week. 
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ce or twice daily, sometimes 
at a This matter was then 
prought to attention of the War Ac- 
tiviities Committee with result that 
theatres are now to be carefully 
checked to ensure that the shorts are 
played regularly : ee 
As for public reaction, Variety’s 
correspondents report that the films 
generally are being applauded and 
in some cases cheered. It’s the old 
story, however, of the good ones get- 
ting keen response and the poor 
ones a cold reception. There have 
been a few complaints to managers 
in some cities, but these squawks 
mainly have been in unsigned letters. 
They are suspected of coming from 
pro-Nazi elements trying to dissuade 
houses from playing the pix. 
Difficulty from the exhib end, 
survey shows, is not the theatre- 
men’s intentions, which are 100% 
patriotic, but a misinformed atti- 
tude. What they think is all-out 
cooperation isn’t that at all. That's 
evident, for instance, from a state- 
ment by Frank E. Newman, Sr., prez 
of Hamrick-Evergreen Theatres, cir- 
cuit in the northwest. He declared: 
‘In every situation we show each 
propaganda picture at least at one 
first-run and one second-run house.’ 
Newman’s intentions are no doubt 
good, but the WAC and Government 
aim is to have the pix played not 
in ‘at least’ one first-run and one 
second-run, but in every first-run, 
second-run and subsequent run 
every performance every day. 





Isolationistic Cleveland 
Gets Its Quota of Warpix 


Cleveland, March 24. 

This is probably the most isola- 
tionistic, war-conservative state in 
the union, but exhibitors are not 
pulling their punches in trying to 
shake the old die-hards out of their 
complacency. Although playing up 
‘escapistic’ features for the factory 
defense workers, who demand a 
lighter change in entertainment 
pace, theatre owners are balancing 
them by adding realistic war shorts 
to their bills without tampering 
with newsreels. 

Despite all this coordinated pa- 
triotic showmanship, exhibs pri- 
vately are astonished by the indif- 


ferent, ‘business-and-pleasure-as- 
usual’ attitude of Clevelanders. 
Straight anti-Nazi pictures, their 


records show, are generally below- 
average grossers here if they aren’t 
bolstered by topnotch names. The- 
atre men attribute this negativeness 
to too many speeches by Senator 
Taft, Coughlin and other midwest 
isolationists in this territory. 





It’s Good Business Also 
Pittsburgh, March 24. 
No sloughing anound here of pa- 


triotic pix. Theatre, chain and indie 
operations alike, are going all-out 
for the Government-made exhibs 


and playing them as regularly as 
they come along. One circuit op- 
erator said it was actually a pleasure 
to put them on the screen since a 
lot of the shorts were made better, 
and packed more real entertainment, 
than many of the one- and two- 
reelers coming from major lots. 

A well-known indie exhib stated 
the case for his entire crowd bluntly 
when he said that it was not only 
Patriotic but good business as well, 
since his customers liked them and 
at the same time he was saving 


coin for shorts he’d otherwise have 
to buy. 





NW Very War-Minded 


Portland, Ore., March 24. 
Local house in general are run- 
ning the war propaganda shorts ob- 


through regular distribution. 


Roy Brown, booker for Hamrick- 


Evergreen Theatres, said that war 


shorts were being regularly used by | 


Evergreen Theatres. He said there 
have been no complaints about 
sugarcoating’ or too much propa- 
ganda and that the items were be- 
ing used on regular program sched- 
ules, 

So far as can be learned from 
other sources, there is little or no 
complaint around these parts about 
the war shorts. Theatre men seem 
to feel that it is receptive propa- 
Banda for the public. This attitude 
May be due to the Northwest being 
a potential invasion zone and thus 
Teflecting a greater degree of war- 
mindedness than obtains in other 
Parts of the country. 





‘If Good, Folks Like ’Em’ 
. Memphis, March 24. 
We play ’em. If they’re good, 


100% Showing Gov’t War Shorts 
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Drive In, Pard 





Los Angeles, March 24. 

Second local film house en- 
tirely devoted to cowboy pictures 
is the Pony Express, until re- 
cently the Regal. 

Theatre was bought by the 
A.B.C. Corp., which has been 
operating the Hitching Post on 
Hollywood blvd. along the same 
lines. All the available film 
buckaroos are being lined up for 
the opening next month, 








folks like ’em. If they’re bad, they 
don’t.’ 
That’s what exhibs in the Memphis 
territory are saying about the Gov- 
ernment’s shorts and newsreels 
slanted with war propaganda. 
Thus far feeling in this sector 
seems to be that the thing hasn’t 
been overdone. Public is definitely 
war-minded and all set to cheer at 
any excuse. But even hot Southern 
blood can boil only so far. Few 
reels shown hereabouts that lacked 
conviction of sincerity got definitely 
cold shoulder. 





Par Loses a Decision 
In Stockholder Suit, 
Another B.&B. Vs. 20th 


Paramount Pictures lost a decision 
in N. Y. federal court Monday (23) 
when Judge William Bondy refused 
to order a stay in the suit of Lillian 
Ratner and G. Arthur Peck, minority 
stockholders, against Paramount, un- 
til such time as a similar stockholder 
action had been decided in N. Y. su- 
preme court. The film company had 
claimed it would be burdened with 
defending two similar actions at the 
same time. 





Judge Bondy ruled there was no 
way to tell which would come to 
trial first, and he would not deprive 
the stockholders’ in the federal court 
of the right to sue. Action seeks 
the return of $100,000 paid by officers 
and directors of Paramount to George 
E. Browne and William Bioff, con- 
victed labor leaders, in an attempt 
to prevent a strike in the Interna- 
tional Alliance of Theatrical Stage 
Employees. 

Another stockholder action against 
20th Century-Fox Film Corp. by nine 
minority stockholders was revealed 
Monday (23) in N. Y. supreme court 
when the film company asked the 
court to dismiss on the grounds of 
failure to state a’ cause of action. 





iSuit is important only in that it is 
lthe first time since the suits against 
| film companies, arising out of the 
Bioff-Browne transactions started, 
| that a plea for a dismissal has been 
made by a defendant. 

Action seeks the usual relief, re- 
turn of the $100,000 paid to Bioff and 
Browne. An accounting by officers 
is asked. 


GRIFFIS PROBABLY TO 








Reported Stanton Griffis will be 


mittee of Paramount, Griffis is very 
active in other connections, including 
fas chairman for NewYork of the 
|! Amusement Division of the Defense 














Prohibition 


HEAD NAT’L NAVY FUND 


named national chairman of the 
Navy Relief Fund. 
Chairman of the executive com-| 


. | Savings Staff of the U. S. Treasury. | 
tained from Government sources or | 


Filming the Home Front 


Hollywood, March 24. 

‘She’s In the Army,’ a tale of ci- 
vilian life under war conditions, 
goes into work this week at Mono- 
gram with Jean Yarborough direct- 
ing. 

Tecknical supervisors are Lieut.- 
Col, John W. Colbert, national com- 
mander of Women’s Ambulance De- 
fense Corps, and Victoria Bonn, 
commander of the local unit. 
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where, alone in a big city, I in- 
quired, ‘And where is your own 
home?’ 

‘New York City,’ .vas his retort. 





All the radio announcers organ- 
izing to share the emcing of the 
floor show. Among those taking 
over: Ted Husing, Del Sharbert, 
Harry von Zell, Allen Prescott, Sid 
Walton, Rus Johns, Warrer Hull. 





No Casting 

When Brock Pemberton served as 
busboy the other evening so many 
actors found excuses to come over 
and greet him that Ezra Stone piped 
up, ‘Why donut you put a sign on 
your apron—NO CASTING TO- 
NIGHT!’ 





Has anyone given credit to Horace 
Braham for his coinage of the title, 
Stage Door Canteen? 





Add Broadway and Hollywood 
visitors of the week: Sidney King- 
sley, Hiram Sherman, Jason Bernie, 
Don Ettingler, Jaro Fabri, Robert 
Wilcox, Ezra Stone, Art Lewis, Nor- 
man Pincus—all in uniform. 





James Stroock and iamily giving 
their all to the Canteen....Jimmy 
donating all the butter, Bianca on 
the entertainment committee and 
Gloria and Geraldine serving as 
junior hostesses. 





Vinton Freedley hasn’t missed a 


‘Tet’s Face It’ company performs. 
Takes some cf the chorus kids to 
dinner at Sardi’s afterward. ‘Yes, 
they order steak!’ 





Bette Davis was so impressed with 
the whole setup of the Canteen that 
she wants to organize one patterned 
exactly like it i: Hollywood. Is 
thinking of the Trocadero, now 
shuttered, but the lads from Cali- 
fornia claim it’s too inaccessible. 
Should be in downtown L. A. 





Tyrone Power a big click in his 
informal gab “est with the boys. 








When I asked him if he didn’t 
| think he should explain to the boys 
| why I was on the stage holding his 
hand instead of Annabella, he 
cracked back, ‘Don’t you think I 
ought to explain that to Annabella?’ 





Betty Lawford’s newly acquired 
bunions are her ‘service stripes’ for 
her non-stop marathon. 





Janet Gaynor, looking very glam- 
orous (her green velvet gown 
through the courtesy of Adrian) gave 
the boys a thrill by getting on the 
floor and dancing with them. Ditto 
Zorina and Gerti- Niessen, both of 
whom led the conga line. 








Sir Cedric and Lady Hardwicke, 
| John Garfield, Sonja Henie and 
| Phyliss Brooks also giving the boys 
a glimpse of Hollywood. And how 
| they eat it up! 

When Jane Cowl { ed Fred 
Stone the other evening and who, 
in turn, was introducea herself, a 
| sailor standing nearby said, ‘I didn't 


| 
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can people will not let anything 
interfere with victory. If an addi- 
tional 15% of the people come to 
believe liquor is hurting war pro- 
duction, you will be out of business.’ 

Pointing out that it wasn’t just a 
matter of serving too many drinks 
to the men employed in the muni- 
tions plants, he said that any 
drunken driver was a menace be- 
cause of heavy loads of defense 
workers on the streets. He added 
that it came down to the fact that 
cars and tires now are irreplaceable, 
and the souse who smashed up cars 
was doing ‘as much damage as an 
enemy and hastening the return of 
prohibition. If you want 
the country as it is, watch your 
step.’ 








to keep | 
| scratched out and new ones written | 


catch the name’. 

‘Jane Cowl,’ he was told. 

‘Is She an actress?’ 

‘Yes, and a very distinguished one.’ 

‘You'll have to forgive my ig- 
norance,’ he answered apologetically, 
| ‘You see I ‘ve beer. 
| with things—I’'ve been away from 
New York for the last six months. 





Scotching Wastage 


Newest wrinkle in preventing 
waster of paper supplies developed 
this week at RKO’s homeoffice. 
Even top executives are not using 
envelopes carelessly. 

Most of them are sending com- 
munications around the N. Y. office 
in old envelopes, old names being 





in—the the envelopes re-routed. 


| Thursday night from 3 to 7 when his | 


out of touch | 





Bow-Stealing Gen’l 





Hollywood, March 24. 

A certain general on the Coast 
is taking literally the Bard’s quo- 
tation, ‘All the World’s a Stage,’ 
and being one of its actors, has 
taken a sudden interest in bill- 
ing. 

When one of his charges was 
given leave to do a Government- 
sponsored broadcast here, the 
camp’s headman did a _ burn 
when no mention on the pro- 
gram was made of him. He fig- 
ured he was entitled to at least 
a courtesy credit on the air. 


Theatre Wing Canteen 
Draws 11,000 Boys In 
Week; New High Mark 


American Theatre Wing’s Stage 
Door Canteen hit a new attend- 











boys in uniform were given gratis 
refreshment and entertained in the 
popular spot under the 44th Street 
theatre, N. Y. High for the week 
was registered Wednesday (19) eve- 
ning with 1,940 on hand. 


On Friday (20) evening casts of 
three Broadway musicals were on 
hand through a mix-up in schedules, 
‘High Kickers,’ ‘Banjo Eyes’ and 
‘Porgy and Bess.’ Latter two split 


the time. ‘Kickers’ is to go on one 
night this week. Adding the ex- 
citement, Pathe News men arrived 


|}at the same time and took a sound 
shot of Eddie Cantor and June Clyde 
singing ‘I’m Going to Have a Baby.’ 

Entertainers during the week in- 
cluded Fred Keating, Maxine Sulli- 
van, Ezra Stone, Eddie Lambert, 
| Nancy Sherman, Earl Hines, Mary 
Van Kirk, Gertrude Niessen, Gloria 
| Vestoff, Ruth Clayton, Sid Marion, 
Zorina, Cedric and Lady Hardwicke, 
Nick Kenny, Henry King, Buck and 
Bubbles, Eddie Condon’s_ orchestra, 
i Bob Knight and Stork Club orches- 
tra, Margie Haywood, De Haven and 
Tiny, Jerry Seers, Kenneth Walton, 
Cappy Barra, Janet Gaynor, Jimmy 
Daniels and Gloria Hill. 

Less than $1,000 has been ex- 
pended on the canteen to date. 
That’s considerably less than cash 
donations received. Wing has 
$50,000 on hand, donated by show 
people. 











§ Majors, Plus Rep. Mono and PRC, 
To Rush 16-mm. Prints to All AEFs 


¥ 


Film industry offered a sweeping 
plan for supplying 16-millimeter 
prints of current feature pictures and 
shorts gratis to all American Expedi- 
tionary Forces throughout the world 
last week. Eight major companies, 
plus Republic, Monogram and Pro- 
ducers Releasing Corp., as well as 
manufacturers and laboratories sup- 
plying the picture business, joined 
in the expansive setup, which is ex- 
pected to cost the industry more than 
$100,000. annually. 

Figure would be many times that 
amount if the 11 producer-distributor 


‘companies had not been able to get 


stock and printing done at cost and 
if all had not agreed on the co- 
operative effort. 

Estimated that some i,200 prints of 
features and 1,600 prints of shorts 
will be used the first year. This will 
enable fighting forces throughout the 
world to see latest U.S. screen pro- 
ductions even if regular theatres or 
regulation 35-mm. equipment is not 
available where stationed. They will 
be shown grztis to men in the serv- 
ice. 

Industry gift is strictly on pictures 


ance high last week when 11,296 | of 16-mm. size so that the usual pic- 


ture shows can be given despite lack 
of available 35-mm. equipment. 

Figured that raw stock on shorts 
would cost about $9,000 while fea- 
tures would run more than $80,000. 
Printing and other costs would bring 
the total to $100,000. 

U.S. Army also announced that 
distributors had agreed in the fu- 
ture to release prints of latest pic- 
tures for showing at army posts, 
camps and stations in this country 
within 30 days of national release 
date. 


WB Theatres Prepared - 
To Meet Any Emergency 





Los Angeles, March 24. 

Warners theatres’ employees on 
the Coast are getting a compulsory 
eyeful of instructions on war emer- 
gencies in the form of a 13-page 
booklet containing all the details of 
their responsibilities in case of air 
bombing. 

Instructions cover the use of fire- 
fighting apparatus, specially installed 
in all Warner theatres to combat pos- 
sible incendiary missiles and first-aid 
treatment in case of injury. One or 
more members of the staff of every 
theatre is required to take Red Cross 
courses and conduct weekly drills for 
other employees. 
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New York Theatres 





John Maureen Randolph 


PAYNE * O’HARA ® SCOTT 


To the Shores of Tripoli’ 
R O X Y 7th Ave. 


& 50th 8t. 


Plus a Big 
Stage Show 














HELD OVER—4TH WEEK 


Laurence Leslie 
OLIVIER @ HOWARD 


RAYMOND MASSEY 
“THE INVADERS” 


A Columbia Picture 
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in Paramount's 


“THE FLEET’S IN” 


OPENS FRI., MARCH 27 


“THE MALE ANIMAL’ 


A New Warner Bros. Hit 
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SHEP FIELDS 


and His New Music 


STRAND Bway & 47th St. 
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~ PARAMOUNT B23, 
B'WAY & 


ALACE*’™: 


STARTS TOMORROW 
i JAMES CAGNEY 
CAPTAINS ,°* CLOUDS’ 
—and — 
JOHN BOLES—MONA BARRIE 
‘ROAD TO HAPPINESS’ | 









“A GREAT SHOW.”—Herald Tribune 


50c, $1 & $1.50 no’ Suicver 


2ND YEAR — 2ND EDITION 
Now Thrilling its 2ND MILLION 


IT HAPPENS ON ICE 


Sensational Musical icetravaganza 
Center Theatre, Rockefelier Center. CO. 5-5474 
Eves. except Mon. Mats. Wed., Sat & Sun. 
| #50! Seats for Every Perf. 50e. EVGS. at 8:40 





LOEW'S Starts Thur., Mar. 26 
STAT E — Paulette GOD DARD 
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REMEMBER: 


At least three men, perhaps more, are suffering a 
grueling ordeal of nerves, uncertainty and all-night 
rewrites in connection with the Saturday night 
morale programs, “This Is War.’ The three badg- 
ered, buffeted and bleary-eyed gents are: W. B. 
Lewis of the Office of Facts and Figures, H. L. 
McClinton, executive head of the production unit 


on the program, and Norman Corwin, director of 
the series. It is probable that regardless of whether 
‘This Is War’ goes on beyond the originally- 
financed 13 weeks they will require a breathing 
spell for the sake of their health. 


‘This Is War’ is now well ahead in the race to be 
dubbed the most criticized program in radio history. 
The critics have been of all kinds, professional and 
amateurs, friendly aad unfriendly, fair and unfair. 
Because the series is identified with, and blessed 
by, the White House, it has been considered fair 
game by a number of sons of appeasers. But they 
have probably been a minor element. Most of the 
critics have been well intentioned. This does not 
lessen the fact that the production staff knows, the 
White House knows, Archibald MacLeish knows, 
and the more or less loyal opposition knows that 
‘This Is War’ is dynamite politically. 


Although the let’s-get-going gallery impatiently 
urges ‘This Is War’ to employ stronger language 
and make more positive recommendations, there 
has been much in the first six weeks that has galled 
the negotiated peace brethren, infuriated the we'll- 
get-Roosevelt-yet publishers and brought forth all 
sorts of irate mail. As an obbligato to this venomous 
sibillance the producers have found that those who 
essentially agree and sympathize with them are also 
giving out with their own kind of inharmonious 
commotion, 


The bulletin of the Broadcasters Victory Council 
recently referred to ‘carping critics’, Meaning those 
devoted listeners to “This Is War’ who gather each 
Saturday night at seven to inspect, dissect and re- 
ject the techniques employed while seemingly ig- 


ee 


‘THIS IS. WAR?’ 





noring the value of the messages the program is 
attempting to get across to the general public. 


Every day in every way the staff of ‘This Is 
War’ grows wiser and tireder. Crises are of three 
general kinds: (1) major breakdown crises, (2) 
medium nightmare crises and (3) routine St. Vitus 
shakes. 

One of the major breakdown crises came last 
week when political considerations killed off Donald 
Ogden Stewart’s ‘Production Now’ script and re- 
sulted in the hasty substitution of Philip Wylie’s 
‘It’s Up to You.’ (Meaning you, and you, and you, 
dear public!) 


‘It’s Up to You’ was number six in the series. It. 


differed from the five earlier programs in avoiding 
the narrative-illustrative form. Instead the pro- 
gram was framed in the proscenium arch of a visit 
by a Government official, called Ed Bascomb, to an 
everyday citizen, called Wilbur Jones. ‘The citizen 
(Everett Sloane) eagerly cornered the official to 
find out what’s what in the war, but discovered 
that the Government man (Claude Rains) had 
come to the citizen to find out what the people are 
doing. Because—thesis—the people will win the 
war in the end and the peace, too, by their moral 
courage and staying power. 


The program had these flaws: a disturbing, un- 
necessary, superfluous cornet solo supposedly by 
Ezra Stone in the background, and a somewhat 
vague significance in the son character; a perhaps 
over-obvious stress on the sounds of walking upon 
stairs, gravel; the dubious cliche of telling the av- 
erage man (listener) that he is ‘average’ whereas 
he’s an average American and, brother, that is 
something different, if you know your geography. 


Story-telling qualities infused through the visit 
method came closer to being standard, as against 
poetic, radio. The dialog was clear, most, if not 
all, of the thoughts well registered, the characters 
familiar and believable. Best of all Philip Wylie 
pressed sure literary fingers against the strings of 


middle-class Americana, The tones were clearly 
in key. 

These ideas were left with listeners, left to sim- 
mer, left to spread, left to neutralize plenty of poi- 
son. Listening America was told: 

—That it was up against the dirtiest, slimiest, 
cleverest propaganda in history; that all of it didn’t 
come from Berlin, but some was made in the 
Wo 

-——That rumors are spread and multiplied to shake 
the Americans’ nerves and prepare emotionally for 
appeasement, _ 

—That too many people are fighting the Goy- 
ernment instead of Germany, unions instead of Japs. 

—That there are newspaper publishers who use 
freedom of the press to undermine national unity 
and the whole future of all freedom. 


Undoubtedly the most telling character study in 
the broadcast and one that could be amplified and 
re-used again and again as a glowingly odious 
symbol of everything that must be discredited and 
shamed was the garralously ‘smart’ lady in the 
cocktail bar who talked down all sense, all fact, all 
patriotism. to spout cascades of cheap cynicism, 
paralyzing suspicion and specious argument. All 
standard Goebbels patter. 

Faults there have been ,and undoubtedly will 
continue to be, in ‘This Is War.’ Many will prefer 
different radio methods. (Many, for that matter, 
are bored with the whole war which they cannot 
forgive for disturbing the social season!) Many 
have such advanced ideas of what ought to be done 
that they are naturally impatient with the great, 
slow-moving Government of a great, slow-moving 
people. But don’t sell that gathering avalanche 
called the U. S. A. short and don’t underestimate 
what ‘This Is War’ has done and is doing as a 
first-try, a tentative beginning, a hurried, impro- 
vised, trail-blazing job of morale under difficult, 
confused conditions quickly following (oh, don't 
forget!) the fine job of morale-undermining by 
friends of the Axis in our midst. They only gave 
up speaking on the radio a little while ago! 








Does Everybody Share Loss If Army 
Silences a Show, Martini Inquires 


Race Track Radio Tips 
Cost Pair Stir Stretch 


Washington, March 24. 
Two race track tipsters who, in 
December, 1941, were caught at the 
Charlestown (W. Va.) track broad- 
casting ‘sure tips’ to their confed- 
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Roland Martini, radio editor for 


erates got stiff sentences and heavy 


1942 Layoff Periods 





17-Week Vacation for Jack Benny; 11 for Kate 


Smith; Six for ‘Henry Aldrich’ 





fines for each. Joseph M. Wozniak, 


> 





the Gardner agency, has raised the 


question as to whether the advertiser 
should be held responsible for the 
payment of talent in the event a pro- 
gram were required to go off the air 
by order of the air interceptor com- 
mand. Martini last week suggested 
« to the union talent employed on the 
agency’s various programs that they 
get a ruling on such a contingency 
from their respective unions. 
Question as put by Martini is 
whether the talent, which includes 
writers and freelance _ directors, 
should or should not be expected to 
gamble on the hazards of war as well 
as the advertiser. In Martini’s opin- 
jon the talent should in such cir- 
cumstances accept the hazard. 


AT&T MUSICAL 
IN TIME CHANGE 





American Telephone & Telegraph 
takes over the Monday, 9:9-30 p.m., 
period on NBC April 27. It now 
occupies the 8-8:30 slot the same 
evening. N. W. Ayer, agency on the 
account, figures that because of day- 
light savings 9 o’clock is a better 
time, even though the program will 
be opposite the Lux Theatre (CBS). 
Also that it would rather follow 
*The Voice of Firestone’ than pre- 
cede it. 

‘Dr. I. Q.,’ which had the Monday 
9-9:30 period, when it broadcast for 
Mars Candy, will move forward a 
half hour, with Vick Chemical as 
the sponsor. 


Frank Wilson Joins O.F.F 


Frank. Wilson has resigned from 
Lord & Thomas to join the Office of 
Facts and Figures April 1. 

In addition to writing various L & 
T programs Wilson was the author 
of ‘The Bishop and the Gargoyle,’ 
which had a sustaining run on NBC. 








Brief A&P Spot Contracts 


A & P stores is placing a brief spot 
campaign through Paris & Peart. 

It’s for 12 one-minute spots to be 
run off in three weeks. 


Fitness to Fight Is 
Theme of Blue Series; 


Using Crack Musclemen 











Glenn Cunningham and Leslie Mac- 
Mitchell, co-holders of the world 
record for the mile run, will guest 
April 5 on the debut chapter of “The 
Show of Yesterday and Today,’ to be 
aired 2:30-3 p.m. Sundays on the 
Blue network (WJZ) by the U. S. 
Division of Physical Fitness. Also 
guesting on the first broadcast will 
be John B. Kelly, director of the 
DPF and former Olympic champion 
oarsman. Subsequent guests will in- 
clude Jack Dempsey, Joe Louis, 
Connie Mack and Leo Durocher. 


Music for the show Wwiii ‘be™ pré-" 


vided by the Blue Barron orch. Out- 
fit is currently on a theatre tour, so 
the April 5 stanza will originate at 
Philadelphia, with subsequent shows 
airing from New York, Hartford, 
Springfielg, Mass., and elsewhere. 
Alton Alexander, formerly with Ed 
Wolf Associates, and Ira Walsh, for- 
merly with WPEN, Philadelphia, are 
writing-producing the series for the 
DPF. 





Roy de Groot, War Victim, 
Joins Donovan Office 


Roy de Groot. British announcer 


|in the United States for the benefit 


of his eyesight which he partly lost 
in the war, has been hired by the 
Donovan Committee in New York. 
He will act as a European news edi- 
tor. 

BBCer has been doing a series on 
WQXR, New York, following partly 
successful medical treatment over 
here. 





who broadcast from the grandstand 
by means of a portable radio trans- 
mitter concealed in his sleeve, was 
given 15 months in the clink and a 
fine of $600 in addition. His accom- 
plice, William M. Brennan, who 
flashed the results from a nearby 
tourist cabin to confederates listen- 
ing in outside places, received a simi- 
lar fine and a sentence of one year 
and a day. 

Pair was trapped by Federal Com- 
munications Commission monitoring 
officers who intercepted the mes- 
sages, traced the origin of the trans- 
missions and kept the defendants 
under surveillance until trap was 
sprung. 


VICK KNIGHT 
TO DIRECT 





Vick Knight is giving up his $700 
a week job as director of the Fred 


Allen program for Texaco to devote 
all his time hereafter without pay as 
a volunteer civilian radio director as- 
signed to produce U. S. Army ‘Com- 
mand Performances’ transcriptions 
to be broadcast shortwave from the 
United States to American troops 
overseas. The coming Sunday pro- 
gram will be his last for Texaco. ’ 

Knight will spend two months or 
so in Hollywood making a series of 
recorded programs with screen 
talent. Thereafter he will probably 
return east but may do other troop 
jobs in other towns. Army places 
the platters on various shortwave 
stations. About half a dozen have 
already been cut under Knight's 
direction but the job is demanding 
all of his time. 

Ed Kirby, chief radio publicist of 
Army, made the deal with Knight 
last Friday. 


2 
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‘Abie’ Option Picked Up 


Chicago, March 24. 
Kastor agency here has picked up 
‘Abie’s Irish Rose’ for Procter & 
Gamble’s Dreme Shampoo for an- 
other seven weeks. 
Renewal is as of April 4. 


AFRA Fees Raised As 
St. Louis Chapter Loses 
Half of Members to U.S. 


St. Louis, March 24. 

The iniation fees for membership 
in the St. Louis Chapter of AFRA 
has been upped 100% from $25 to 
$50, action having been taken last 
week. Yearly dues of the 150 mem- 
bers also increased. Both changes are 
effective as of May 1. The national 
executive committee is expected to 
ratify the unanimous vote of the 
local members during the. current 
wee et OED» WHE RGA My wr Poa Re BEY 

Since the U. S. declared war 
against the Axis powers the mem- 
bership of the local chapter has 
shrunk from 300 to 150 with the 
greater percentage of the members 
being inducted into the service. 
Others are devoting 100% of their 
time to defense work in the many 
plants in and near St. Louis. 


Ex-Radioites Use Army 
Spare Time Over WHEB 


Portsmouth, N. H.. March 24. 

David E. Thomas, baritone former- 
ly on CBS and now serving as a pri- 
vate in the harbor defenses at Ports- 
mouth, has started a weekly song 
program on WHEB, Portsmouth. 
Announcer on the show is Private 
Kenneth Ash, formerly with WIBC. 
Utica, N. Y.. and NBC, and the 
scripter is Corporal Ted Lazarus, 
formerly with United Artists. Series 
is titled ‘A Soldier Sings.’ 

Thomas is a brother of Thomas JU. 
Thomas, NBC baritone. 

















Three General Foods programs are 
due to go off the networks in July 
without having vacation pinchhit- 
ters. Jack Benny (NBC) willbe ab- 
sent for 17 weeks; Kate Smith 
(CBS), 11 weeks; and the ‘Aldrich 
Family’ (NBC), six weeks. Miss 
Smith’s vacation is reduced by two 
weeks this time so as to preserve 
the account’s discount status, while 
‘Aldrich’ gets a couple more weeks 
off than last season. 

The food packer doesn’t have to 
worry about the hiatus rules as far 
as they concern Benny since NBC 
guarantees the comic the main- 
tenance of his Sunday evening pe- 
riod. This guarantee was accorded 
him early last year when he and 
General Foods were negotiating for 
a renewal of contract. 


10% SALARY 





BOOST AT. WIR . 





Detroit, March 24. 

A blanket salary raise of 10% was 
given 125 staff members of WJR 
here, retroactive to Jan. 1, Half will 
be paid in cash with the other 5% 
paid in U. S. Defense Bonds. 

The announcement was made at a 
staff meeting through Leo J. Fitz- 
patrick, vice-president and general 
manager, authorized in a telegram 
from G. A. Richards, president of 
WIR. 


LQ. Vitamins in Philly 


Chicago, March 24. 
First six-week run of Dr. I. Q. pro- 
gram under its new sponsorship of 
Vick’s Vitamins Plus will be in the 
Stanley theatre, Philadelphia, start- 
ing on April 6. 
Handled through the Grant agency 


here, program will ride over 62 NBC 
stations. 
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GLOBE-CALLING ARMY SHOW 


Tornado a Radio Secret for Hours 
Until Wartime 
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~ Radio and Criticism Go Together 





London, March 9. 


If Byron Price, of the U. S. Office of Censorship, or Archibald 
MacLeish, of the U. S. Office of Facts and Figures, think they have 
troubles, let them listen to this summary of the questions flung in Par- 
liament recently against the radio programs of the British Broad- 
casting Corp. Brenden Bracken, Minister of Information, has to find 
official answers to these M. P. taunts: 

That broadcasts to Germany make Germans laugh at Britain. 

That the BBC uses braintrusters that fled to America as soon as war 


broke out. 


That the BBC misled the public about Malaya and Libya. 
That there was favoritism to certain M. P.’s in BBC news bulletins. 


That the air was full of complete 
and no detdils about big news. 


and dull details about trifling news 


And In 


Because of pressure brought by 


Canada 
Toronto, March 24. 
His Majesty’s Loyal Opposition, a 


special committee of the House of Commons has been appointed to 
carry out an immediate investigation of the Canadian Broadcasting 


Corp. and also the activities of private stations. 


Much of the pro- 


cedure will deal with the administrative system of the CBC, its broad- 
casting policies and financial arrangements, 
Currently there’s considerable criticism on the part of Canadian 


eitizens who resent the tenor and 
ican commentators. 





anti-British tone of certain Amer- 








Ed Kirby, Others on Army Publicity 
Due to Trade Civvies for Uniforms 








Fd Kirby, head of the radio pub- 
licity branch of the United States 
Army Bureau of Public Relations, 
is expected to go Into uniform soon. 
He will probably be commissioned 
a major or lieutenant-colonel, con- 
tinuing under military status his 
present duties. Various members of 
his staff, mostly civilians to date, 
will also probably be pressed into 
military service. Wyliss Cooper, who 
will write the new ‘Army Hour’ 
series on NBC starting in April, is 
scheduled for a majorship and the 
musical director of the series is also 
to be a khaki-wearer, Jack Joy from 
Pacific Coast radio. 

Prospective obliteration of civilian 
status of the radio staff, in whole or 
in part, has been anticipated for 
some time. Apparently the presence 
of un-uniformed personnel at impor- 
tant inside conferences gave too 
much violence to army tradition. 

The radio publicity section has en- 
joyed considerable flexibility and 
freedom from red tape frustration 
through the past two years. Among 
its privileges was the right to com- 
municate directly, instead of through 
‘channels,’ with morale officers any- 
where. 


SOLDIER FACTS 
FOR WOMEN 


The Women’s Section of the United 
Siates Army has recently issued an 
‘Information Kit? consisting of seven 
booklets on the fighting fitness, re- 
ligion, recreation, housekeeping, 
food, medical treatment and uni- 
forms of soldiers. 

Although. primarfty intended , for 
thé ““éAWéi's’ of women’s clubs, ma- 
terial should be useful to radio sta- 
tion special events departments, and 
the Mary Margaret McBrides. 


VETERANS BROADCAST 
‘UNITY FOR VICTORY’ 


San Antonio, March 24. 

The local unit of the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars will sponsor a series 
of broadcasts each week over station 
KABC. Broadcast will be a quarter 
hour in length. Programs will be 
titled ‘Unity for Victory.’ 
wJ0* C. Bettencourt, known as the 
Voice of the VFW,’ will be principal 
speaker on the opening broadcast, 
Which will be aired Friday, March 27. 

















Teledo—Sherrill G. White, for the 
Past four years with Ted Helft & 
sociates, Indianapolis, radio sales 
Promotions, most recently in Toledo, 
8S resigned to join the army. 


+> 


W. B. Lewis Addresses 
New York Meeting Of 
The Advertising Council 


A meeting was held in New York 
City, March 19, under the auspices 
of the Advertising Council at which 
W. B. Lewis of the Office of Facts 
and Figures explained the pending 
radio problems. Doug Merservey, 
Lewis’ aide, accompanied him from 
Washington and Paul West of the 
Association of National Advertisers 
called the meeting to order. 

Those present included: 


John Hynes, Lord and Thomas; 
William Fricke, AAAA;: Roy E. Wil- 
son, Wheeling Steel Corp.: Roland 
Martini, Gardner (Pet Milk); Ralph 
Robertson, Colgate; D. B. Stetler, 
Standard Brand; J. H. West, Proc- 
ter & Gamble: George Morrison, In- 
ternational Silver Co.: W. R. Huber, 
Gulf Otl; Gerald O’Beirn, 
Brothers; E. C. Hawlet, Armstrong 


John 8S. Allen, General Foods Corp; 
George McMillan, ANA; A. W. Leh- 
man, C.A.B.; E. B. Smith, General 
Mills; John J. Louis, Johnson Wax; 
R. G. Partridge, United Fruit; E. J. 
Fitzgerald, Carnation; F. 8. Cannon, 
Sun Oil; Edward S. Morse, Celanese; 
A. Starke Dempewolff, Celanese; 
George C. Tormley, R. L. Watkins; 
M. U. Bent, R. L. Watkins; E. J 
Finneran, National Dairy Products; 
John S. Wilkinson, Carnation; L. H. 
Ashe, E. R. Squibb; A. Craig Smith, 
Gillette; F. W. Wile, Jr., Advertising 
Council; T. H. Christgan, Land 
O’Lakes Creameries: F. H. Brinkley, 
Vick Chemical; William E. Nagle, 
J. B. Williams: Robert Brenner, B. T. 


Babbitt; Harold Kemp, Lewis Howe 
Co. 
Bet vo > Rae ee Au) ere 


‘DOC’ BRINKLEY VERY ILL 


Rio Residence 
Del Rio, Texas, March 24. 

John R. Brinkley, famous broad- 
casting ‘doctor,’ is in a critical con- 
dition here in his palatial home as 
the result of a new heart attack suf- 
fered last week. Relatives were 
called to the home. Brinkley at last 
report remained conscious. 

The once famous goat gland spe- 
cialist and Mexican border broad- 
caster who had a leg amputation 
several months ago in Kansas City, 
had been about recently and appar- 
ently on the road to recovery. 

Brinkley was adjudged bankrupt 
in San Antonio last year and is at 
the present time under Federal 
fraud indictment in Little Rock, Ar- 
kansas, this being based on letters 





and pamphlets sent from here and 
Little Rock to persons in other 
states. 


Hall | 


Cork: Francis H. Marling, Pure Oil;| 


Has Another Heart Attack in Del | 
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ACA-NBG DONATE 


FULL FACILITIES 





United States Army to 
Broadcast Every Sunday 
Afternoon for Duration— 
Series Expected to Become 
Barometer of Attitude and 
Emphasis — Many Tough 
Problems of Psychological 
Nature Faced 





FAMILY ANGLES 





The United States Army will, 
starting April 5, broadcast a full 
hour program every Sunday after- 
noon at 3:30 for the duration 
of the war. This is made possible 
by the following donations to the 
service: 


RCA: Free world-wide communi- 
cations pick-ups permitting the 
Army to make visits and interviews 
with its own scattered troops and 
— the leaders of its allied armies, 
etc. 


NBC: Free facilities of coast-to- 
coast network, orchestra, production 
staff, studios, etc. 

. The series will be the most ambi- 
tious undertaking of the radio sec- 
tion of the Army’s Bureau of Pub- 
lic Relations. It will be a» attempt 
to establish vicarious emotional 
contact between soldiers, a. symbol- 
ized in the program, and their fami- 
lies, as symbolized by radio listeners, 
It is hoped to make the program an 
important civic event each week, 
Sunday afternoon being a deliberate 
choice because of the family dinner 
get-together on that afternoon hav- 
ing a special significance. 

Many Tasks 


The ‘A-iny Hour’ will have many 
propaganda problems. Among them 
is the new kind of war that is being 
fought behind a screen of mystery 
in lands too strange and too far 
away for the average citizen to com- 
prehend the conditions. There is also 
a question of »uilding up ‘pride’ in 
the fighting forces and among the 
fighters as well. There is also the 
problem of casualties for which the 
nation must be prepared. 

It is also hoped that the customary 
reluctance of the military to reveal 
information can be overcome oOcCa- 
sionally to permit these officially- 
sponsored radio broadcasts on Sun- 


day afternoon to spring a scoop now | 


and then. In any event the pro- | 
posed series is scheduled to last as | 
long as the war lasts and to become 


a barometer of War Department at- 
titude and emphasis as the grim 
months and years ahead unfold. 

It is not expected that the Navy 
will emulate the Army. The Navy 
will be given the courtesy of 
program as and to the extent it may 
so desire, according to expectation. 
The Navy’s morale problems are en- 


tirely different, however 
‘The Army Hour’ will combine 
many elements, including some sen- 


ism in historic 
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crilis, s0mic aliehihdl tO Reus iapny 
and the United Nations, 
some attention to any 
abrasives that interfere 
combat efficiency. 


perhaps 
domestic 


with high 


Series will be under Ed Kirby, Lou 


Cowan, Jack Harris and their col- 
leagues. The special events branch 
of the Army radio publicity set-up 
will come into play in a prominent 
way. In this section are Brooks 
Watson, formerly of WMBD, Peoria, 
Bill Bailey, formerly of WLW, Cin- 
cinnati, and Lewie V. Gilpin, former- 
ly Broadcasting Magazine  Short- 
wave activities are under Lieut. 
Rankin Roberts, formerly of Texas 
State Network. 

The script section of the Army’s 
Radio Branch is supervised by Cap- 
tain Edwin Curtin, formerly of 
BBDO and the New York World’s 
Fair. He coordinates the activities 
of public relations officers at Army 
camps throughout the country. 


Advertising agency liaison em-| 
ploys John Cullom, formerly of 
World Broadcasting System. - Liaison 
with educational groups talk to 


the | 


> 
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The Final Giggle 


The Mutual Network’s acci- 
dental scoop in carrying General 
Douglas MacArthur’s voice from 
Australia as an exclusive turned 
the tables nicely on various rival 
press agents, notably Lou Ruppel 
of CBS, who had kidded Lester 
Gottlieb, Mutual publicist, for 
issuing a statement captioned: 

‘Mutual Offers War Depart- 

ment Facilities for Talk by 

General MacArthur.’ 

With the crack, ‘Who wouldn't?’ 
the radio special eventsmen 
around town nominated the Gott- 
lieb piece as one for the de- 
partment for filling blimps with 
helium. But when Mutual came 
through with the coveted voice 
of the man of the hour it was 
no longer funny at CBS or else- 
where. 

Ruppel had sent a collect wire 
to Gottlieb, reading, ‘Are you 
kidding?’ After Mutual aired the 
actual MacArthur talk and re- 
peated it several times via tran- 
scription, Gottlieb wired Ruppel 
collect, ‘We ain't kidding.’ 


COAL-BUYING 
IN SUMMER 


Blue Coal is preparing for a spot 
campaign geared to prevail upon 
householders to stock up on anthra- 
cite during the summer because of 
the possibilities that the need for 
war goods transportation will make 
it tough for them to get delivery 
later on. The schedule will consist 
of recorded announcements. 

Ruthrauff & Ryan is the agency. 


BALLANTINE TO WSAY 
WHEN WHAM GOES DRY 


Rochester, N. Y., March 24. 
WHAM’s ban on beer and liquor 
advertising resulted in WSAY get- 
ting first Blue net program, Bal- 

lantine Ale, Tuesdays at 8:30 p.m. 
This is regarded as possible open- 
ing wedge in WSAY’s effort to pro- 
vide outlet for Red net shows that 


























| WHAM cannot carry. 
| 
|Major Harold Kent, formerly in 
|charge of radio for the Chicago 
| Public School System. 

Researcher for the Kirbyites is 
|Lieut, A. M. Wharefild, formerly 


with C. E. Hooper. 
Cooper resigned the scripting as- 
|signments of ‘The Story of Bess 
| Johnson’ and ‘Spirit of ’42’ to write 
the Army series. He’s promoted from 
captain to major. Program will be 
lirected by Bob Colson. 
(Authorship of the ‘Bess Johnson’ 
erial has | 





been assumed by Pesgy 
Sposhuivsatueretnuvarerteanenthataairine Lag 
;idayer, Carrio e ngeio airects 1 


for the Sherman-Marquette agency.) 





‘Fall Out for Fun’ 

Chicago, March 24. 
Columbia this week starts a week- 
‘ly army morale show tagged ‘Fall 
|Out for Fun.’ Formerly heard on 
| WBBM here only, the show will be 
| offered to 23 stations in the midwest 
‘area. First broadcast emanates from 
|Camp Grant, Rockford (Ill), with 
Eddie Dunn as m.c., and handled 
| through program chief, Stu Daw- 
;son and special events director, 
| Chuck Logan. 


| 
Various army bands at each camp 
| provide the musical framework, with 
|/some new angles, tops among which 
| being a free long-distance telephone 
; call to an army man. Soldier has 
|free phone call to any number in 

United States or Canada, but will 
not know which of his three choices 
| has been put on the wire. 

Also there will be a ‘do you want 
_to be an actor’ routine, with prizes 
for amateur actors, announcers and 
sound-effects men. 





Clearance Is Given 


Memphis, March 24. 

Last week’s tragic mid-south tor- 
nado, with a death toll of 125 and 
scattered over the three states ad- 
jacent to Memphis, blew local radio 
stations into an embarrassing cen- 
sorship dither. Wartime regulations 
on broadcasting weather news had 
the four stations in an uproar for 
most of Monday night (16). No two 
handled the problem alike. 

Storm broke in the late after- 
noon. WMC and WMPS decided 
quickly to stick to the radio code, 
wired Washington for permission to 
make news reports on a weather 
subject. This was not forthcoming 
until 10:55 p.m. Meantime, as early 
as 6:57 p.m., WREC and WHBQ had 
both issued appeals for Memphis 
doctors and nurses to report for duty 
in the stricken area, but had kept 
information on the actual locale and 
damage of the gale to a minimum. 

That brought a flood of calls to all 
stations. WMPS stuck it out until 
final word came through from Wash- 
ington. But at 9:30, WMC revealed 
that a storm had struck and that 
doctors and nurses had already been 
sent. At 10 p.m. WMC’s news an- 
nouncer, Aubrey Guy, explained for 
the first time that no details could 
be given because of censorship. By 
this time, WREC was backing away, 
its 10:30 newscast studiously avoid- 
ing mention of either the storm or 
the rescue work from Memphis. 


WHBQ Issues Reports 


Meanwhile, however, WHBQ, us- 
ing International News Service re- 
ports, gave details of the disaster at 
9 o’clock, even revealing the extent 
of damage suffered at Western 
State hospital for the insane at Bo- 
livar, Tenn. 

Official censorship clearance came 
through just before 11 o’clock and 
all stations immediately smacked the 
ether with full reports. The Com- 
mercial Appeal’s early editions, with 
considerable coverage, had been on 
the streets of Memphis since 9:30. 

Situation soon provoked storm of 
discussion as to who did right and 
who did wrong under circumstances. 
One station executive contended 
that his opposition’s ‘violation of the 
code is an open invitation for Wash- 
ington to cancel all news services 
to all radio stations, except probably 
a government news service.’ He said 
the regulation on weather broadcasts 
of any sort is clear and ‘forbids any 
mention of a weather story without 


specific release is granted by the 
censors.’ 

Another manager contended that 
they had observed the spirit of the 
ruling by withholding information 
regarding actual location of the 


storm’s fury and that the issuance 
of appeals for doctors and nurses was 
a public service in an emergency 
rather than a means of circumvent- 
ing the restrictions. 


‘WE, THEPEOPLE, 








‘We, ti¢ People’ will replace the 
Screen Guild show for Gulf Refining 
in the latter’s Sunday CBS half- 
hour April 26. ‘People’ will likely 
continue for the same account 
through the fail and winter season. 

Young and Rubicam is agency. 


‘Grinding Light’ Adds 
Stations Via Discs 


Chicago, March 24. 

In addition to its regular NBC ride, 
‘Guiding Light,’ daytime serial, is bee 
ing recorded by General Mills for 
spotting on some 25 stations in be- 
half of Wheaties. 

Set through the Knox Reeves 
agency, the recordings are being 
done by NBC Radio Recording Di- 
vision here. 
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Advertising Does Plenty to Help 
Win the War, Malkiel Points Out 








Boston, March 24. 

‘Advertising is helping the United 
Nations win the war,’ David Malkiel, 
head of the advertising agency bear- 
ing his name, told WCOP listeners 
in an interview with spieler George 
Crowell, broadcast yesterday (23). 
He pointed out the job that agencies 
are doing to ‘harness advertising ex- 
penditures of their clients to work 
for the Government.’ 

‘Advertising copy in newspapers, 
magazines, billboards and the radio 
is being geared up to sell defense 
stamps, bonds, enlistments, ete.,’ 
Malkiel said. “Though the Govern- 
ment is spending its own money for 
these purposes, the amount spent by 

rivate advertisers far exceeds the 
Government expenditures. ... 

‘Advertising is serving to ease the 
shock of daily living changes and to 
prepare the way for future changes 
which are coming fast and furious. 
Yesterday we woke to find our tires 
gone; today we have gas rationing 
before us; tomorrow, sugar ration- 
ing, and we're taking it all in stride. 

‘Thanks are due the tire manufac- 
turers, gasoline companies, automo- 
bile makers, railroads, utilities, and 
hundreds of private enterprises, who 
are using their advertising dollars to 
explain the reasons for shortages, the 
necessity for strict economy, to urge 
conservation, and to prevent hys- 
teria. The same advertising money 
is telling you how proud you should 
feel to be able to pay the tremendous 
taxes our Government needs to in- 
sure our American way of life, and 
we're taking it and liking it.... 

‘America is the world’s greatest 
user of° advertising media, and 
America’s advertising is becoming 
one of the most powerful weapons 
with which to strike down the Axis. 
Advertising is selling U. S. stamps 
and bonds, enlistments in every 
branch of service, students to trade 
schools and skilled help to defense 
industries. 

‘Advertising is selling many subtle 
things as well: courage, industry, 
strength, tolerance, alertness to gos- 
sip and immunity to dangerous 
propaganda; economy in the kitchen, 
prevention of waste, new apprecia- 
tion for the farmer, unpatriotic ef- 
fect of hoarding; the keep-mum- 
chum idea to thwart spies, combat 
lies, and save lives,’ Malkiel con- 
cluded. 


Rinker and L. MacHarrie 
Join Blue Net Producers; 
Hamilton Vice Nussbaum 








Two additions to the Blue producer 
staff were made last week by Harry 
Frazee, network production head. 
They are Al Rinker, until recently 
director of the ‘Gay Nineties’ series 
on CBS for American tobacco, and 
Lindsay MacHarrie, until recently 
director of ‘Myrt and Marge’ on CBS 
for Colgate-Palmolive-Peet. 

Gene Hamilton, producer and for- 
mer announcer of ‘Chamber Music 
Society of Lower Basin Street’ on 
Blue, has been appointed assistant to 
Frazee, succeeding Howard Nuss- 
baum, who resigned to take a first 
lieutenant’s commission in the Army 
Air Corps assigned to the ‘This Is 
War’ program. 


MEX. PATENTS COLOR 








Mexico City, March 24. 

Patents for a process of television 
in colors have been obtained in 
Mexico and the U. S. by its inventor, 
Guillermo Gonzalez Camarena, a 
staff technician of local radio station 
XEW and brother of Antonio, the 
painter. The inventor was en- 
couraged in his experiments by 
Emilio Azcarraga, owner, and Othon 
M. Velez, manager of XEW. Azcar- 
raga aided him to obtain patents in 
Mexico and the U. S. 

Camarena will not, of course, be 
able to make commercial use of his 
invention until after the war. 
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Warns of Profanity 





Recent handout issued by the 
Broadcasters Victory Council 
inveighed against what it al- 
leged is the increasing use of 
profanity on the air. Statement 
read: 

‘With no intent to be puritani- 
cal, we still think there’s too 
many ‘damns’ and ‘hells’ going 
out over the normally pristine 
kilocycles these days. Granted, 
the words carry an impact be- 
cause they sound so strange com- 
ing from the living room loud 
speaker. But FCC regulations 
concerning the conduct of broad- 
casting stations haven’t been 
altered—profane language is still 
taboo.’ 


Nan Grey In 
‘Those We Love 


Replaces Cantor 





Bristol-Myers will sponsor ‘Those 
We Love’ as a summer replacement 
for the Eddie Cantor program for 
Ipana and Sal Bepatica. Show will 
originate on the Coast and will prob- 
ably feature the same cast as when 
it was on the air before, including 
Nan Grey, Richard Cromwell and 
Donald Woods. It will fill Cantor’s 
present 9-9:30 p.m. spot Wednesdays 
on NBC-Red (WEAF). 

‘Those We Love’ is written by 
Agnes Ridgeway. It was originally 
sponsored by Pond’s Cold Cream 
through J. Walter Thompson and 
was later bankrolled by Procter & 
Gamble for Drene shampoo, through 
the Kastor agency. 


BLUE PRESS DEPT. IN 
CLOSE TO FRISCO NEWS 


San Francisco, March 24. 
One effect of the NBC web split- 
ting here has been closer coopera- 
tion between the Blue network 
(KGO) and the Shopping News, 
only newspaper in town carrying a 
full-time radio editor. NBC, seeking 
to woo the dailies, had never culti- | 
vated the shopper despite its 100% | 
coverage on both sides of the bay. 
Web got breaks, however, due} 
largely to personal friendship be-| 
tween Milt Samuel, then press | 
chief here, and Tom Foster, the 
radio ed. ,Blue now is getting lead | 
stories, layouts and similar excellent | 
breaks with only passing notice for | 




















Lynchburg, Va.—Latest additions 
to WLVA announcing staff here are 
Mark Gettings, formerly of WARM, 
Scranton, and Bill Huff, of WBAY, 
Portsmouth, O. Brings staff to full 
strength, first time since draft began. 





Youngstown, O.—Stewart Wilson 
has joined the spieling staff of 
WKBN from WHLD, Niagara Falls, 
N. Y. Robert Provence, news edi- 
tor, has resigned to attend the 
school of journalism at the Univer- 
sity of West Virginia. 





Fort Wayne, Ind.—Jim Miles, for- 
merly with WING, Dayton, O., as 
director of the ‘Farm and Home 
Hour,’ has become assistant farm 
program director of WOWO and 
WGL under Tom Wheeler. 





Toledo.—Al Ruhfel, of the pub- 
licity staff of WSPD,: has joined the 
army at Camp Perry. 





Pontiac, Mich—Monte Meyer has 
been promoted to commercial man- 
ag of WCAR. 





Missoula, Mont.—James Barber, 
assistant manager of KGVO, is tem- 
porarily doubling as newscaster on 
the twice-daily Texaco series. He's 
replacing Bob Walker, who resigned 
as news editor. 

Hugh Bader has resigned as an- 
nouncer at KGVO to join the an- 
nouncing staff of KBON, Omaha. 
Frank Manzari has been added to the 
KGVO announcer lineup, and Harold 
Gilman, of WSLB, Ogdensburg, N.Y., 
Land the KGVO spieler ranks this 
week. 





Regina, Sask.—New announcer 
with CJRM is Oscar Gullander. 

Mrs. Audrey Counsell added to 
staff of CKCKYJ replacing Evelyn 
Simpson, who has gone to Toronto. 
Mrs. Counsell is from CJOC, Leth- 
bridge, where she has been replaced 
by Margaret Jestley, of CJAT, Trail, 
B. C, 


Troy, N. ¥.—Bob Colville, former- 
ly of WKNY, Kingston, N. Y., is a 
new announcer at WTRY. 








Moose Jaw, Sask.— Glen Turner, 
salesman with CHAB, has joined the 
King’s Own Rifles of Canada to boost 
the number of CHAB men on active 
service to five. Earl Cameron, an- 
nouncer, has been transferred to the 
sales staff and has been replaced by 
Norm McBain, Winnipeg. Everett 
Smallwood has been added as trans- 
mitter operator. 





Buffalo.—Mal Wyman, WEBR an- 
nouncer, leaving this week to join 
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KPO-Red. 


Army. 





Santa Barbara—Lou Kroeck has 
been promoted from sales manager 
to general manager of KTSM. 


Parkersburg, W. Va.—Rollie Mar- 
has become manager of the 
Marietta, O., remote studios of 
WPAR, Parkersburg, W. Va., Mil- 
dred Chernoff has joined the mer- 
chandising and promotion staff of 
WPAR. 


Don't Cry, Broadcasters 





1941, 
the previous year. 


~ in February compared with a year 
In New York city every daily but 


Newspaper advertising lineage throughout the country in February, 
the second full month of war, dropped more than 6% from February, 
January was off slightly more than 4% from the same month 


Heaviest decline during both months was in the automotive division, 
reflecting the Government’s ban on sales of cars. This was off 70% 


ago. 
the two Hearst, papers, the Journal- 


American and Mirror, skidded. World-Telegram lost 117,700 lines, Sun 
suffered a 81,850-line drop. News lost 52,000 lines. 


NAB. To Hire Publicity Director 








Committee Sees Kirby’s 


Absence Causing Lag in 


= * 


Good Will and Increase in Trade Disunity 





Edgar Kobak South 


Edgar Kobak, Blue Network’s 
executive v.p., heads south this Sat- 
urday (28) for a vacation. He'll 
spend most of it around the Caro- 
linas. 

It will last two weeks. 


Cantor Calls 


War Clause 
Over - Tough 


Eddie Cantor and Bristol-Myers 
are still dickering their renewal for 
Ipana, because of newer and tougher 
Pwar clauses. The comedian objects 
to one all-inclusive proviso which 
would or could also cancel him 
should some other B-M product, not 
of his own direct sponsorship, be af- 
fected by war or crisis. 

Since Cantor has other radio bids, 
he’s not rushing to renew. 


CECIL CARMICHAEL 
RESIGNS FROM WLW 


Cincinnati, March 24. 

Cecil Carmichael resigned last 
week from the Crosley corporation’s 
broadcasting division. He had charge 
of public relations for WLW, WSAI 
and shortwave WLWO. Came here 
from WBT, Charlotte in April, 1938, 
when the latter took over as man: 
ager of WKRC. 

Realignment of Crosley’s publi- 
city staff will be made this week by 
Shouse following his return from a 
trip to Washington, 




















Raymond P. Brandt, chief Wash- 
|ington correspondent of the St. Louis 
Post-Dispatch, is temporarily pinch- 
hitting for Earl Godwin on nightly 
NBC news program. Godwin on va- 
cation. 








time advertising.’ They are: 


not impede war effort. 


Keep brand names alive. 


enlarged capacities. 


a 


employment. 


. Discourage lowering of present 


o xs 


- Help maintain freedom of press, 
information facilities. 


purchasing power. 
plenty. 


pair of articles in use. 
13. Help to spread out seasonal 


1, Continue all normal distribution functions that do 
ee 2. Maintain channels and trade contacts for future 
gr PEEE VISION ENT LITTON TR Prec he, astomer good’ will 

| . Prepare to build markets for post-war output of | 27. 
. Keep enterprises alive and capable of resuming full 28. 
. Preserve desire for eventual higher living standards. | 39. 


beyond necessary restrictions of war. 31. 


11. Stimulate use of products that can be supplied in 
12. Educate consumers on conservation, care, and re- 


demand, 





ters. 
25. Cooperate in 


living standards 
‘radio, and other materials. 


Avoid giving 


329 Points for Wartime Advertisers 


The Advertising Federation of America has compiled | 21 


( . Promote intelligent patriotism. 
39 points as a code covering ‘specific tasks for war- | 22 


. Glorify service with our fighting forces. 

23. Arouse enthusiasm of workers for production 
achievement. 

24. Educate public on nutrition and other health mat- 


campaigns for avoiding waste and 


collecting salvage. 
26. Help sell Government bonds and stamps. 
Assist in financin] campaigns of voluntary service 
organizations. 
Help in organization and conduct of home defense. 
29. Assist in recruiting of specialists for armed forces. 
Aid in promoting reallocation of skilled labor in 
war industries. 
Avoid advertising devices that draw upon critical 


32. Avoid disclosing information useful to the enémy. 
10. Guide buying of consumers with newly increased | 33. 


unsupported information or mislead- 


ing impressions about the state of the nation or 
the progress of the war. 

34. Avoid mere boasting of advertiser’s patriotic ser- 
vice or technical achievement without conveying 
helpful information. 

reducing | 35. Avoid panic advertising based on threats of higher 
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Washington, March 24. 

Employment of a new public rela- 
tions boss as quickly as he can be 
lined up was decided Saturday (21) 
by the special committee named to 
consider overhauling of the National 
Associatidn of Broadcasters’ admin- 
istrative machinery as a preliminary 
to preparing for dark days for the 
radio industry. —~ 


Ed Kirby, loaned to the War De- 
partment a year ago to head the 
Army’s radio branch of the public 
relations division, will remain on the 
payroll until he has been given a 
millitary commission (he’s been 
working for the Government on a 
$l-a-year basis), but his successor 
will go to work whenever the win- 
ning candidate can start. In the 
meantime, the special group will try 
to frame preliminary recommenda- 
tions for the May convention con- 
cerning other possible changes in the 
headquarters machinery and redis- 
tribution of functions and respon- 
sibilities, 


Feeling was voiced that much of 
the reason for the N.A.B. internal 
dissension is due to the let-down in 
publicity. Since Kirby’s departure, 
the job has been handled mostly on 
catch -as-catch-can basis; with 
Joseph Miller, the labor relations 
director, shouldering much of the 
load but unable to concentrate on 
this aspect of operations. With in- 
evitable neglect of the public rela- 
tions end, the N.A.B. has received 
black eyes on _ several occasions, 
while intra-industry salesmanship on 
behalf of the trade body has been 
left largely to Neville Miller. 


Overburdened 

The committee—John Gillin, How- 
ard Land, John Elmer, Ed Klauber, 
Don Elias and Paul Morency— 
agreed Miller has been forced to as- 
sume too many burdens. Other 
members of the staff likewise have 
been over-worked. Realistic view 
was taken of the sniping and wire- 
pulling that has threatened to bring 
‘even dissolution of the NAB itself’ 
and of the ‘internal situation in the 
industry’ characterized by factional 
feuding. 


Chief decision of the investigators 
was that ‘thoroughly competent’ 
publicity head should be hired soon, 
‘able under the direction of the 
president and board to carry out the 
public relations functioning ef- 
ficiently and effectively both to the 
end of accomplishing a better public 
understanding of the industry, its 
purposes and its needs, and to the 
end of enabling the president to ex- 
ercise directive rather than a func- 


tioning part in public relations 
activities.’ 
The inquiry, outgrowth of the 


Roanoke meeting several months ago 
when John Kennedy campaigned for 
reelection as regional director on an 
economy platform, is unlikely to bring 
any specific results in other direc- 
tions before the Cleveland huddle. 
With the Board unlikely to meet ex- 
cept to complete arrangements for 
the convention, it’s improbable any 
action will be taken during the in- 
terim. The committee hopes to have 
some concrete suggestions to lay be- 
fore the membership, when reper- 
cussions from the Fourth District as- 
sembly are expected. 





Silver Theatre Decidi 
~ Future This Week 


International Silver’s radio career 
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peaks in transportation requirements. 
14. Discourage hoarding of commodities. 36. 


Chesterfield Adds 4 Wks. 15. 


prices and scarcities. 
Avoid waste in advertising, 
Explain elimination of frills in merchandise and | 37. Continue efforts to make merchandise advertising 


during the warm weather will be de- 
cided with the coming week. There 





: service, ee _as helpfully informative as possible. bein Me mg he two choices, either 
Chesterfield cigarets has renewed | 16. Explain substitution of materials. 38. Aid and encourage the movement for education of | atre’ ing the present ‘Silver. The- 4 
its campaign of two-minute tran-|17. Inform public on reasons for product scarcities and consumers toward more efficient buying for sat- — ¢ additional 10 weeks be- “ 
scriptions for another four weeks, ef- delays. isfaction of needs. eae yay He or ‘soma a pinch- 
fective April 6. 18. Deny false rumors of scarcity and rising prices. 39. At all times, do everythin i ~Pitin wenn 
The schedules allow for 70 blurbs| 19. Explain industry’s part in war effort. ying possible to help pre-| Account has the Sunday 6-6:30 p.m. 


serve our American system of free competitive 


a week, 20. Foster national unity. enterprise. 


period on CBS and Young & Rubi- 
cam is the agency. 
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FRIENDS RALLY 
10 DEFEND HN 


Meantime Others in N. A.B. 
Call Paid President a Lia- 
bility to Industry — Some 
Fear Cleveland Conven- 
tion May Give Public Bad 
Impression 


ONLY WAR COUNTS 





Neville Miller’s future as paid 
presidert of the National Association 
of Broadcasters has apparently been 
strengthened in the last week. His 


friends on the N.A.B. board, in the 
south, and ameng those who give 
him part of the credit for whipping 
ASCAP have mustered a counter- 
propaganda in his favor. 

Last week’s action in deciding to 
immediately hire a new publicity 
director for the N.A.B. (see separate 
story) was symptomatic of the com- 
ing to alertness of the Millerites. 
They are saying that if Miller is 
forced out for the real, or supposed, 
appeasement of Chairman James L. 
Fly of the FCC no first class, self- 
respecting man would consent to 
succeed him and the whole principle 
of a paid president would have to be 
dropped. 

This is not, however, unwelcome 
to some minds in the N.A.B. who 
argue that riddance of a trade lia- 
bility should not be impeded by fan- 
ciful loyalties either to set ways or 
definite persons. 


Trading A Scalp 

Friends of Miller are calling at- 
tention to the alleged political mo- 
tives and favor-seeking bias of some 
of the broadcasters who are taking 
the leadership against him. Idea is 
obviously to try to ‘shame’ the group 
that, pro-Millerites aver, is willing 
to trade the scalp of a faithful, if 
not entirely popular, employee for 
better wavelengths, more juice and 


whatnot. All of which, some think, 
promises a dirty convention in 
Cleveland. 


Here, again, there is an articulate 
group within N.A.B. that regrets the 
possibility of 


the N.A.B. meeting 
with the trade split or embittered 
by charges and counter-charges of 
deals, vengeance raised to a cult, | 


self-seeking disguised as something | 


‘ee, and poker faces everywhere. 
Miller will be the main issue at 
Cleveland apparently 
-advertised features have a 
f not always being that way 
uen the gavel comes down. Not 
all of Miller’s opponents in the 
N.A.B. can be successfully counter- 


attacked. Some of them just favor 
a more experienced broadcaster 
type, others a more politically 


knowledgeable chap, others a better 
mixer, 


The remember-we’re-on-public- 


display-in-Cleveland view is ex- | 
Any | 


pressed in rélation to the war. 
outburst of internal hatreds (and 
holding closed meetings is no cure) 
would gravely embarrass good pub- 
lic relations.. More positively it is 
being urged that this convention re- 
frain from overdoing self-interest 
and devote itself to national interest, 
namely the war. To do otherwise is 
to court a bad impression with the 
American people and to create an 


atmosphere congenial to adverse leg- 
islation. 





Restore Girl Voice-Tosser 


‘ San Francisco, March 24. 

O’Connor-Moffatt department store, 
which used Shirley Dinsdale, juve 
ventriloquist, to boost Xmas toy biz, 
has restored the moppet to ether 
with double time. Gal and her 
dummy now on 10 minutes M-W-F 
on KPO in a Sam Dixon-scripted 
Judy in Wonderland,’ with Archie 
Presby helping on incidental parts. 
Ruthrauff & Ryan is agency. 

Gal, discovered by Milt Samuel, 
Pulled fan mail for weeks after she 


went off the air, unprecedented 
here, 


although | 


. 


POTLIGHT ON NEV MI 





100% Agin the Axis 


Hollywood, March 24. 

Lewis Allen Weiss, general 
manager of the Don Lee web, 
has forbidden his newscasters to 
mention any news item credited 
to Axis radio or communiques 
and not confirmed by United 
Nations. 

Weiss took leadership two 
years ago in banning voice of 
Hitler. Latter used to be heard 
on many U. S. stations by pick- 
up. 


FLY ASKS COX 
TO BE MORE 
SPECIFIC 


Washington, March 24. 

More harpoons were hurled at FCC 
Chairman James L. Fly last week— 
reputedly with the approval of Dem- 
ocratic leaders—as the House Rules 
Committee discussed for the second 
time the proposal of Rep. E. E. Cox 
of Georgia for a special investigation 
of the regulatory board. No action 
has been taken yet on the resolution, 
which few observers believe has any 
chance of passage even if rubber- 
stamped by the Rules Committee. 

Charge that Fly has ‘a Gestapo’ 
which is designed to ‘beat and tear 
down every person who differs with 
the commission,’ was flung by Cox 
after Fly conceded the Commish 
hasn’t the confidence of the public. 
The accusation was hotly denied by 
Fly, who again pointed his fingers at 
the two elder networks and reiter- 
ated the New Deal contention ‘there 
is too great a control of broadcasting 
by two New York companies.’ 

Cox quizzed Fly about ‘a perfect 
army of ambitious young nivesti- 
gators,’ and the head regulator com- 
mented the Commish has ‘just nine’ 
sleuths and complaint-handlers. When 
Fly angrily asked the Georgia Dem- 
|ocrat to elaborate and be specific, 
the latter snarled ‘I’m not accusing 
you of anything except terrorizing 
the small operator.’ 


VIRGINIA PAYNE HEADS 




















| RADIO WING IN CHI 


Chicago, March 24. 


| ice is now organized in Chicago and 
| already is underway with consider- 


| 


able endeavor. Virginia Payne, of 
Chicago Federation of Radio Art- 
ists, and radio performer, has been 


appointed head of the radio division. 


Helen Menken has same job in Man- | 


| 
| the Mutual Network, the American people heard the voice 
| 


hattan. am 
To raise funds for Chicago activi- 
ties. the Theatre Wing has started 


appearances of headliners in Mar- | 
Are | 


shall Field’s book department. . 
autographing books for contribu- 
tions, with the cash to go into can- 





partment for this drive. 


In Praise of Vi Burns 


New York. 


Editor, ‘Variety’: 

In ‘Variety’ last week there was an 
article which commended the audition 
procedure at Young & Rubicam. 
Although this article was 100% ac- 
curate, I take this means of request- 
ing that you be good enough to 
acknowledge also the efforts of Vi 
Burns who has worked so closely 
with me from the inception of this 
system to discover and develop de- 
serving talent. 

I ask that you recognize her only 
because I feel no enterprise which 
has reached the proportions that the 
auditions have at Young & Rubicam, 
could be successfully executed by 
anything but combined, concentrated 
effort. i hail Vi Burns for her co- 
operation and patience, without 
which none of this would have been 
possible. 

Bob Novak. 
Young & Rubicam. 





American Theatre Wing War Serv- | 


teen setups. All of the top radio | 
shows have been set to make reg- | 
ular appearances in the book de- | 


Program or Blurb for 
Brewer at Least Hourly 





San Antonio, March 24. 

The Lone Star Brewing Co. 
largest buyer of local radio time, has 
renewed its series of broadcasts over 
station KTSA. Sponsor airs a total 
of five programs per day on a six- 
day basis. There is either an an- 
nouncement or a program concern- 
ing Lone Star Beer every quarter 
hour throughout the day. 

Account is handled through the 
Conroy agency. 





Esther Huff on WEBR 


Buffalo, March 24, 

Singer Drug Co. putting Esther 
Huff, women’s commentator, on 
WEBR for Monday-Tuesday-Wednes- 
day morning chats at 10:45. She 
was with WGR for past four years 
as pilot of Women’s Magazine. 

She'll commute to Niagara Falls 
on Thursdays for program over 


WHLD, for drug company’s store 
there, 


On KTSA, San Antonio 


More Generous Poii 


For Directors, Writers at Radio City 


icy oa Credits 





Replacing its ‘Famous Fireside 
Plays’ series, the Blue network 
(WJZ) launches the ‘Blue Theatre 
Players’ program April 5 in the 
2-2:30 p.m. spot Sundays. Show will 


depart from the former policy on the 
NBC and Blue networks by using 
scripts purchased in the free-lance 
market and by giving air credit to 
both authors and producers. 

There will be a permanent com- 
pany for the ‘Blue Theatre Players,’ 
including Santos Ortega, Frank Love- 
joy and Joan Banks, with additional 
actors to be recruited for each show. 
Various Blue staff producers will 
handle individual shows. Members 
of either the Blue or Red writer 
staffs, as well as outside free-lancers, 
may submit scripts, all of which will 
be paid for at prevailing rates. 





At least at the start, each program 





wil] take the listener ‘backstage’ for 
interviews with the players, pro- 
ducer, ete. Idea of the series was 
worked out by Ron Ferguson, Blue 
script editor, and Harry Frazee, pre- 
duction head. 


Policy of giving air credit to pro- 
ducers, as well as writers, is also be- 
ing followed on certain other sustain- 
ers, on both NBC and Blue networks. 
Explained there is no set rule as to 
whether such billing is given, the 
matter depending on circumstances, 
Unlike CBS, both the Red and Blue 
networks have long had absolute 
bans on director credits on the air. 





Rolfe Sedan, former Hollywood 
character actor, is now in ‘Orphans 
of Divorce’ for Dx. Lyon’s Tooth- 
paste. 











| 





Melbourne to Mutual to Millions of Americans 


At 10:15 a.m., Saturday, March 21, 1942, exclusively over 








| 


THE 








of General Douglas MacArthur... for the first time since 


he began his heroic defense of Bataan. 


This broadcast marks an important “first”— perhaps the 
most important news beat of World War !I. All the net- 
| works have been striving to bring the actual living voice 


of MacArthur to their listeners. 


It's not surprising that Mutual should be the first to 


accomplish this... 


The Mutual Broadcasting System 


FIRST NETWORK FOR NEWS 
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Dinah Shore's Attorney: Thinks . 
Mum Not a Dainty Product 
To Thrust Upon An Artist 








Bristol-Myers’ decision to change 
products on the Dinah Shore pro- 
gram Sunday nights will be opposed 
by the singer. Show now plugs Sal 
Hepatica, a laxative, and Minit-Rub, 
but effective May 3, the sponsor in- 
tends switching the commercials to 
Mum, a deodorant, and transferring 
the series from the Young & Rubi- 
@am agency to Pedlar & Ryan. 


(There’s also understood to be a 
plan to move it from its present 
Sunday night spot on the Blue to 
some other night and another net- 
work.) 

According to Miss Shore’s attor- 
ney, Henry Jaffe, the singer will not 
consent to the shift of product to a 
deodorant, on the ground that the 
proposed association would not be 
becoming for a femme artist. Jaffe 
has been confined to his home for 
nearly a week with an injured foot 
and has not had a chance to study 
the singer’s contract with Bristol- 
Myers. However, he declares that 
unless the agreement unequivocably 
requires her to continue under the 
proposed new setup she will refuse 
to do so. In case of a dispute on 
the matter, it would be subject to 
arbitration unde: the American As- 
sociation of Radio Artists’ agency 
eode. 

Besides her Sunday night series, 
Miss Shore also is a regular on the 
Eddie Cantor program Wednesday 
nights on NBC-Red (WEAF) for 
Bristol-Myers. Products on the lat- 
ter show are Sal Hepatica and Ipana 
toothpaste. Although she signed last 
fall to do the Sunday night series 
for the laxative product, she is un- 
derstood to have been somewhat un- 
happy about the situation from the 
first. Her dissatisfaction is believed 
to have subsequently increased be- 
cause of the characteristically long 
Bristol-Myers laxative commercial 
copy on the program. 

Question of a performer’s obliga- 
tion to continue .1 a program if the 
sponsor changes the commercials to 
an undesirable product has arisen 
from time to time in the past, but 
has never been tested under the 
AFRA code nor in the courts. (‘Easy 
Aces’ didn’t fancy association with 
Flit.) 

Meanwhile Josristol-Myers has ap- 
parently dropped its idea of building 
a new variety show around the 
singer to plug its new cosmetic prod- 
uct, Touche. Account had previously 


planned to sponsor such a show 
starting in the fall. Miss Shore is 
currently appearing in the Wedg- 


wood room of the Waldorf-Astoria 
hotel, N. Y. She is also being sought 
by Metro fo: a one-picture deal, 
through the William Morris office. 
However, Music Corp. of America 
is after her for a picture to be pro- 
duced this summer by RKO, while 
bids from still other studios have 
been made. In addition, Johnny 
Green, composer of the score of a 
legit musical to be produced in the 
fall by George Abbott, is after her 
for that show. 

Bill Lawrence is slated to produce 
the Shore program when it goes to 
Pedlar & Ryan. There also will be 
a successor to announcer Harry Von 
Zell, but Paul Laval’s orchestra will 
stay on the show. Origination will 
move to the Coast when Miss Shore 
woes there for a picture. 


KXEL, Waterloo, 
(New 50 Kw. Job) 
Goes to Blue 


KXEL, the new 50,000-watter in 
Waterloo, Ia. has signatured a con- 
tract of affiliation with the Blue 
Network. It had outbid Mutual. 

Station is on 1540 ke. and is jointly 
owned by Joe Dumond, John E. Fet- 
zer, John Blair and Horace Lohnes. 











Memphis—WMC has added Leon 
Goodwyn, former news editor of 
KCMC at Texarkana, to its an- 
mouncing staff. 


4 
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KFWB’s 17th Anni 


Hollywood, March 24. 

Program running two hours, 30 
minutes, was aired on the KFWB, 
Warners station, last Thursday night 
(19). Occasion was the 17th anni- 
versary of the transmitter. Program 
was paced by Manny Ostroff, pro- 
gram director. 

In recounting early days of the 
station, Jack L. Warner, head of the 
film studio, disclosed that he once 
sang on the station, using the name 
of Leon Zuardo. And not too good, 





he admitted, 


Fred Morrison Heads 
Radio Newsmen Assn: 


’ Washington, March 24. 

Election of officers of the Radio 
Correspondents Association Monday 
(23) puts Fred W. Morrison of Mu- 
tual Broadcasting System in position 
of president. Morrison succeeded H. 
R. Baukhage, Blue Network (NBC) 
commentator, who was made a. mem- 
ber of the board of directors. 

Other officers electeu: Earl God- 
win (NBC) treasurer; Francis W. 
Tully, Jr., Yankee Network, secre- 
tary, and Eric Sevareid (CBS) vice- 
president. 


Baukhage was directed tc appoint’ 


a committee of three to determine 
whether the association would hold 
its annual banquet this year. White 
House Correspondents’ Association— 
journalistic rival of the Radio Cor- 
respondents—already has ditched all 
merrymakings ‘for the duration’. 





Carey Salt Co. has Farm News on 
WHO, Des Moines, three days a 
week at 6:30 a.m. 











Millions hear their fi 





But we think it writes this story: the literature 


material. This may not be a trend. 


of the air has come of age. 


Day in, day out, the air is full of “first editions” 


... printed in decibels instead of type, signed by our 


advertisers and ourselves. 


CBS sustaining programs alone would fill a five-foot 
shelf each week. And in any one year, CBS builds for its 


millions of listeners a well-stocked, well-balanced library, 


Columbia Broadcasting System 


*The italics are ours, because the sustaining programs are ours—written and produced 


, under the sponsorship of the Columbia Broadcasting System. 











Sorry 
... The New York Telephone 
‘Company information ~verwize- 


was queried last week by radio 
author Eric Barnouw for the 
telephone number of the Blue 
Network. Girl had no idea, Bar- 
nouw reports, how the Blue could 
be reached by phone. 

‘Are you sure they haven't 
some other name?’ she inquired. 


TUMS DROPS FAY, 
CONTINUES HEIDT 


Lewis-Howe Co, (Tums) is not 
renewing Frank Fay when the 
comic’s contract runs out April 16. 
Reason given by the agency, Stack- 
Goble, was that the sugar shortage 
has forced the tablet manufacturer 
to curtail production. Fay show was 
catching on in popularity. 

Account will continue with the 
Horace Heidt show on the same net- 
work, NBC. 





















- 





joined the announcing staff of WJW. 


HOUSE BAND 
DRAWS 2ND 
SPONSOR 


Philadelphia, March 24. 

Esslinger’s Brewery will sponsor a 
weekly 15-minute show on KYW. 
Will include the KYW studio band, 
led by Clarence Fuhrman, Frank 
Coleman, tenor and a sports com- 
mentator. 

This is the second time in the 
past few months that Fuhrman’s 
band has found a bankroller. He 
is currently on a show sponsored 
by the Keystone Automobile Club. 








Akron. -— William S. Gray has 


Up on the nation’s bookshelf goes “Thirteen by Corwin,” 
—the ninth book recently published which took as its text 
the sustaining* programs of CBS. More and more, pub- 


* lishers are turning to the literature of-the air for source 
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Philly Announcer Nabbed, 
Held in $20,000 Bail For 
Evading Army Induction 


Philadelphia, March 24. 
William J. Griskey, former KYW 
announcer who disappeared from 


the city last Jan. 20—two days be- 
fore he was to be inducted by his 
draft board—was arrested by the 
FBI. last Wednesday (18) at the 
home of relatives in Williamsport, 
Pa. Agents first traced him to Lake- 
wood, Fla., where he had obtained a 








job as an announcer for Station 
WWPG, but had skipped. 

Griskey is now here, held for bail 
of $20,000 for draft evasion. 

Griskey came to KYW more than 
a year ago. He formerly held an- 
nouncing jobs at various stations, in- 
cluding WHN, New York, and 
WBEN, Buffalo. 





Ben Pratt With Souvaine 


Ben Pratt will headquarter at the 
Henry Sguvaine program-building 
office in New York to act as its 
press agent. 

He will meantime continue as an 
artist’s representative simultaneously. 


st editions... 





[, MAGNIN ON KYA; 
HEAVY BOND DRIVE 


San Francisco, March 24. 


I; Magnin has purchased a quar- 
ter-hour morning strip on KYA in 
a deal handled direct by station boss 
Hal Meyer. Account will use KYA’s 
‘Behind the Scenes’ interview show, 
shifting origination to a defense bond 
window in the downtown store. Eric 
Boden will mike the showcase 
celebs. 

Time is 10:45 to 11 a.m. and firm 
will go heavy on plugging sale of 
bonds and stamps. 





via Columbia 
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‘Tom Mix’ Show Vacations 


The ‘Tom Mix’ series bows off the 
Blue Network this Friday (27), fin- 
ishing its customary seasonal run of 
26 weeks. 

Ralston will return the show to the 
same web in October for its ninth 
consecutive season, 








Butler Joins Erwin-Wasey 
F. Willard Butler has joined the 
radio department of the Erwin-Wa- 
sey agency as assistant to Ed Fitz- 
gerald. 
Butler comes from NBC. 


* 


+ 


ee ee 





RI 


DISEASE, CRIME 
THEMES TO FORE 


No Lightening of the Daily 
Dish of Woe—Authors Lis- 
ten to Each Other, Causing 
Unconscious (and Con- 
scious) Duplication of Sit- 
uational Sequences on 
Many Programs 








SOBS FLOURISH 





Hand-wringing anguish, always a 
staple of commercial daytime radio, 
is apparently not giving way to es- 
capist comedy, despite the war or 
trends toward frivolity on the part 
of pictures or the stage. Partial sur- 
vey of current and recent story se- 
quences of the daytime serials re- 
veals an unusual amount of sob 
stuff. 

Most popular of the trials and 
tribulations at present appear to be 
‘diseases’ and ‘criminal charges.’ 
Of the ailments, brain tumors seem 
to be the favorite of the moment. 
Leading characters of ‘Kate Hopkins’ 
and ‘Valiant Ledy’ suffer from that, 
while a child in ‘Bright Horizon’ 
has an eye tumor, the male lead of 
‘Our Gal Sunday’ is just on the way 
to recovery from some similar kind 
of ailment and a character in the 
‘Amanda of Honeymoon Hill’ show 
was refused by the draft board be- 
cause of high blood pressure. There 
is an insane character in the ‘Joyce 
Jordan’ serial and a moron boy with 
‘Bachelor’s Children,’ while a youth 
on the ‘David Harum’ program was 
rejected by the Coast Guard for 
some ailment. 

There have been charges of mur- 
der or other serious crimes against 
characters (invariably innocent) in 
‘Right to Happiness,’ ‘Our Gal Sun- 
day,’ “Myrt and Marge,’ ‘John’s 
Other Wife,’ ‘Bess Johnson’: and 

(Continued on page 31) 


W.B. Lewis Says 
Facts-Figures to 
Avoid Overlaps 


W. B. Lewis, of the Office of Facts 
and Figures, last Thursday (19) ex- 
plained to a group of advertiser reps 
the general system that this Gov- 
ernment department will seek to 
maintain in working with the back- 
ers of commercial programs. Lewis 
stated that the OFF wanted to avoid 
overlapping broadcasting on the 
same topic and that it proposed to 
allocate the announcements so that 
the material on morale and infor- 
mation won’t be weakened by too 
close repetition. 


It is the plan of the OFF to fur- 
SRR we CROCCO CUCM 
leave it to them or their agencies 
to rewrite it as they wish. As for 
the airing of the blurbs, they will 
be so spaced among commercial pro- 
grams as to require one broadcast 
in every four weeks. 

The meeting at which Lewis spoke 
was arranged by Paul West, presi- 
dent of the Association of National 
Advertisers, and it was held under 
the auspices of the Advertising 
Council. 








Air Fishermen’s Festival 


Seattle, March 24. 

‘Fishermen’s Festival.’ held an- 
nually here by halibut fishermen, 
was broadcast over KJR to the 
Pacific Coast Blue network on Sun- 
day (22). Rev. O. L. Haavik, of the 
Ballard First Lutheran chureh, a 
former Norwegian fisherman, of- 
ficiated at the ceremony, and a 
chorus sang folk songs. 

Program also went out over short 
wave to Norway. 
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ASCAP Prepares Musical Program 
Copy Suitable for Radio Sponsor 


Use: Service Free to Broadcasters 


ASCAP is ir.troducin., a new serv- 
ice angle to its station licensees this 
week. Continuities for musical pro- 
grams, based on numbers in the 
ASCAP repertoire, will be made 
available without charge. The ini- 
tial series of scripts wil! provide for 
half-hour programs, either live or 
recorded, with the continuity fitted 
to eight musical numbers and prop- 
erly timed for the insertion of com- 
mercial announcements. This series 
and others to follow will be avail- 
able 13 weeks in advance. The ap- 
pended index will cove- both publi- 
cations and recordings. 


Another phase ci the ‘ASCAP 
Radio Service’ will be specia] con- 
tinuities and indices for holidays and 
other special occasions. Latter series 
will include such titles as ‘Songs 
From the Shows’, ‘Marching to Mu- 
sic’ and ‘History in Music’. Broad- 
casters will be asked t submit sug- 


gestions and requests to fit their lo-: 


Calized needs. 

What prompted ASCAP, it ex- 
Plains, to establish this service was 
the realizatio:. that some broadcast- 
ers were not cbtaining the full bene- 
fit of their ASCAP licenses, which, 
the Society figured, was due mainiy 
to the tremendous size of the ASCAP 
repertoire. ASCAP says that it has 
had a staff of writers and research- 
ers working on this project for 
months, with thousands of musical 
numbers cross-indexed and their 
historical data properly correlated. 
The programs, it assures, will be 
kept free of plug songs or mention 
of ASCAP. 


= 
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Network Renewals 


‘True Or False,’ 68 Blue stations, 
13 weeks, April 6; J. B. Williams 
Co. (shaving cream), J. Walter 
Thompson agency. 

‘Telephone Hour,’ 85 NBC-Red 
stations, 52 weeks, April 27; Bell 
Telephone Co., N. W. Ayer agency. 

Gabriel Heatter, 15 Mutual sta- 
tions, 52 weeks, April 5; Barbasol, 
Erwin-Wasey agency. 

Madison Square Garden fights; 
average of about 190 Mutual stations; 
June 1; Gillette razor, Maxon agency. 

Lanny Ross, 58 CBS stations, 13 
weeks, April 6, Campbell soup, Ward 
Wheelock agency (from Ruthrauff & 
Ryan). 

Walter Winchell and ‘Parker Fam- 
ily,’ 98 Blue stations, 13 weeks, ef- 
fective March 29, Jergens-Woodbury, 
Lennen & Mitchell agency. 

Gabriel Heatter, Mutual, 52 weeks, 
March 31, Zonite Products (Forhan’s 
toothpaste), Erwin-Wasey agency. 

‘Amos ’n’ Andy,’ 62 CBS stations 
13 weeks, March 30; Campbell's soup, 
Wheelock agency. 

‘Plantation Party.’ 84 NBC-Red 
stations, 52 weeks, July 3; Brown & 
Williamson tobacco, Seeds agency. 








Earl Godwin, NB“’s Washington 
correspondent, resumed broadcasting 
Monday (23) with what he said was 
‘something of a broken leg’, suffered 
when he slipped while fishing in 
Florida. He had gone there to re- 





cuperate from the grippe. 


WMC Gets 5 Kw. Full Time 


Memphis, March 24. 

WMC, station of The Commercial 
Appeal, has been granted a night 
power increase of from 1,000 to 
5,000 watts by the Federal Communi- 
cations Commission. Station has 
been using 5,000 watts daytime, 1,000 
after dark.. Permit is a revision of 
the daytime increase grant issued 
several months ago. 

Henry Slavick, WMC manager, 
said additional antenna and other 
equipment would necessitate the 
erection of two new towers. The 
materials have already arrived, he 
said, and work will be completed 
within 60 days. 


‘BOMBS OVER 
CINCINNATI 


Cincinnati, March 24. 

Simultaneous airings by Cincy’s 
five stations Sunday (22) afternoon 
of a half-hour program, ‘Bombs Over 
Cincinnati,’ inaugurated a series of 
special weekly broadcasts designed 
to awaken people in this inland zone 
to the danger of air attacks. Times 
of subsequent programs will be stag- 
gered. 


Series is in cooperation with the 
local Civilian Defense Council. Ini- 
tial program was done by Crosley 
staffers. Bob Grey and William 
Meredith did the scripting, Harold 
Carr directed the production, John 
Cornell was narrator, and William 
Stoess batoned a WLW studio or- 
chestra. Actors and sound techni- 
cians were from WLW-WSAI. 

Carr, who is easing up on work, 
due to his need for rest to overcome 
ailing health, will be succeeded as 
director of remaining programs in 
the series by Charles Lammers, of 
WLW. 





















“Gosh ... Mr. Hooper 


markets showed that 


works combined. 
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%*Por copies of this survey write Wilbur Eickelborg, Gen. Sales Mgr. 


Onrpinarity we're pretty modest fellows out here at 
Don Lee, Mr. Hooper, but your January report on the 
Pacific Coast... It almost embarrasses us. It shows 
85% of Don Lee’s evening programs in the 4 major 
markets went up, on/y one program down and the 
rest even... why, no other network came even close 
to that. Gosh... your recent survey taken outside the 


Los Angeles, San Francisco, Seattle and Portland 


in half the cities from 65% to 


100% of the listeners were tuned to Don Lee* ... and 
now this — it even shows that 40% of our programs 
were up more than 25% ... you shouldn't have done 
it. It positively makes us blush. No wonder more 


Pacific Coast advertisers use us than the other 3 net- 


FOR THOSE WHO LIKE TO TOY WITH FIGURES: 


UP DOWN EVEN 
. 85% 5% 107% 
48% 47% 5% 

° 2% 38% 
. 69 %o 26 % 5 % 


»-. And the February figures just out show Don 
Lee up 76% over January and still leading sub- 
stantially all other networks, 


Mutual 


DON LEE 


THOMAS &. LEZ, PRES., LEWIS ALLEN WEISS, VICE-PRES. GEN. MGR. © 


S513 MELROSE AVE, HOLLYWOOD, CALIFORNIA 





From the Production Centres © 


Tue Rapio Trape Is Discussinc: Kaltenborn’s doing a Boake Carter 
against labor and the possible repercussions—the nerve-beating being 
taken on ‘This Is War’ by Bill Lewis, Hay McClinton and Norman 
Corwin—the trade politics behind the status of Neville Miller in the 
N.A.B.—Mutual’s sensational lucky scoop of Douglas MacArthur’s Aus- 
tralian talk and the incredulity of CBS—John Hutchens’ Times piece on 


John Barrymore explaining why youngsters won't believe he was once 
a great Shakespearean actor. 








‘Easy Aces’ started 13th year on the air with last night’s broadcast on 
the Blue (WJZ) for Anacin. Jane and Goodman Ace, of the three-nights- 
a-week series estimate, have ethered about 3,000 episodes . . . Burnet 


Hershey, WMCA news analyst and prexy of the Overseas Press Club, is il] 
from strep throat at the Gotham hospital. 


George McGarrett, now handling a spot show in St. Louis for Young & 
Rubicam, will probably take over direction of the Kate Smith program, 
succeeding Sam Fuller, who's now directing “Duffy's Tavern’ . . . Dorothy 
Lowell returns today (Wednesday) to the title part of ‘Our Gal Sunday’... 
‘America the Frc2’ resumes its repeat show policy effective April 4. . , 
Frank Gallup announcing ‘Stella Dallas’. . . Lt. Howard Nussbaum taken 
off his production stint on the “This Is War’ series and assigned to duty in 
Washington, succeeding Maj. Norman Sweetser, who gets a roving assign- 
ment for the War Department. 


Barbara Bruce, Audrey Egan and Carleton Young added to ‘Just Plain 
Bill’ cast . . . Lucille Wall recovered from illness and returned to femme 
lead of ‘Lorenzo Jones’. . . Dave Levy, director of ‘We, the People,’ vaca- 
tioning in Florida pending the program’s return to the air... Milo Boul- 
ton will be the new m.c. on the show, incidentally ... Athena Lorde 
joined cast of “Young Widder Brown’... Donald Dixon guests Sunday (29) 
on the Kostelanetz show, with Frank Parker getting the nod the following 
week (5) and Astrid Varnay the one after that (12) ... Arthur Hanna 
replaced Stephen Gross as director of ‘Amanda of Honeymoon Hill’... . 
Carl Buss succeeded Doris Halman as scripter of ‘Mr. Keen, Tracer of Lost 
Persons.’ 


Ingrid Bergman guests Monday night (30) on ‘Cavalcade of America’ 
in a new story about Jennie Lind, adapted by Norman Rosten from ma- 
terial unearthed by Carl Carmer ... Tyrone Power appears on the same 
show the next week (6)... Glenda Farrell guests Saturday (28) on Arm- 
strong’s ‘Theatre of Today,’ with John Boles getting the nod the following 
week (4). 


Lanny Ross to Florida honeymooning . . . Jan Peerce subbing on radio 
program for a week ... Max Jordan temporarily working with Sterling 
Fisher on his Latin American ‘university’... Ed East and Polly continuing 
on WJZ three days weekly for White Rose Tea under newest optional 
period . .. National Council on Freedom from Censorship met yesterday 
(Tuesday) at Hote] Woodstock, N. Y., to pass resolution on radio-news- 
paper issue. 

Columbia’s “The People’s Platform,’ returned to the air after five weeks’ 
absence, with Lyman Bryson presiding and Hanson W. Baldwin, military 
critic of the New York Times, Frank Gervasi of Collier's, Carl Randau 
and H. R. Ekins, former UP correspondent in the Far East, guesting.... 
Marion Martin, who conducted the ‘Woman’s Page of the Air’ over WBAB, 
Atlantic City, for the past year, to New York to rejoin her husband 
Allen Martin, writing news broadcasts for NBC. 

Elaine Kent and Ian Martin added to cast of ‘Against the Storm’... 


John Jacob Niles, authority on American folk songs, makes a return guest, 


appearance on the same show Monday (30)....He’s on a _ leciure 
tour of colleges....Previews of ‘Abie’s Irish Rose,’ which airs Saturday 
nights on the Red for Procter & Gamble, moved from Tuesday to Wednes- 
day nights....Mutual heaved a stag party Monday night (23) at Gal- 
lagher’s restaurant for boxing writers and radio editors....Jocko Max- 
well, Negro sportscaster of WWRL, named the station’s sports director, 
succeeding Cy Newman, who joined WAAT. 

Larry Harding, CBS producer, and Barbara Lee, actress, who were mar- 
ried six years ago after meeting on a ‘March of Time’ program, have never 
worked on a broadcast together since then....WHN celebrated its 20th 
birthday last Wednesday (18)....With the season-end fold of Texaco’s 
‘Metropolitan Opera’ broadcasts, the Blue network’s Saturday afternoon 
schedule includes ‘Fantasy and Melody,’ Evelyn Knight, Elwood Gary, 
‘Here’s to You,’ a musical from Canada, Phil Bovero’s orckestra, ‘Club 
Matinee’ and Jimmy Dorsey’s band....Marjorie Winget, secretary to 
Keith Kiggins, Blue network v.p. in charge of stations, recuperating at 
home from appendicitis....John B. Hughes, who started last night (Tues- 
day) a twice-weekly Mutual series for Anacin, moves his present daily 
sustainer series beginning April 6 from noon to 1 p.m....Boake Carter 
takes over the noon spot. 

John Hoagland, formerly of the Blue network sales staff, a cadet cap- 
tain in the Army Air Corps training detachment at Douglas, Ga... .Milton 
Cross reading the commercials on the ‘World’s Most Honored Music’ series 
on the Blue, for Longines watch....Douglas Browning handling the co™- 
mercials on the Dorothy Thompson show on the same network, f Phi- 


mount clothes....Also on the Blue, Bill Spargrove is doing the 2.30-2:45 P 


p.m. and the 3:30-3:35 p.m. news periods....Bob Elge, CBS television 
sports supervisor, commissioned Lieutenant (junior grade) in the C 
Guard, but continues his regular job until called for active duty. 
Charles Woods, news announcer on Stations WCAU and WFIL, Philly, 
doing the 11 p.m. news spot on WOR, but commutes to Philly until his 
contracts there expire....Fred Cole, formerly of WBZ, Boston, joined the 
Blue announcing staff....‘I’ll Find My Way,’ sustaining serial from WGR, 
Buffalo, shifts time April 6 from 1 to 1:15-1:30 p.m. on Mutual. 


IN SAN FRANCISCO ... 


Milton Samuel of the Blue and Gil Paltridge of KGO have completed 

a deal with RKO whereby a KGO plug will be attached to all ‘March of 

Time’ and "Information, Please’ reels shown in Northern California thea- 

tres... houses using the subject will get courtesy plugs on KGO in return. 
(Continued on page 36) 
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VARIETY 





~ Blue Network Affiliation Changes 





It’s WMEX or WHDH in 


Boston—Mutual Excludes 


It from Cleveland Sept. 1 





The Blue Network has not decided 
as yet whether its new Boston af- 
filiate will be WMEX or WHDH after 
June 15. WBZ, the Blue’s present 
Hub outlet, goes NBC June 15. 

Another slated vacancy that the 
Blue has to soive is Cleveland. WHK 
switches to Mutual Sept. 1 and the 
Blue will be left without the choice 
of another full-time station. Net- 
work expects aid from the Federal 
Communications Commission in over- 
coming this situation. 

In New England so far the Blue 
has an affiliation commitment from 
WFCI, Pawtucket, R. I., and WELI, 
New Haven, the former taking care 
of the scheduled loss of WEAN, 
Providence, and the latter, of WICC, 
Bridgeport-New Haven. 








| Cling To Miseries 


Continued from page 29 





‘Kate Hopkins,’ while ‘The Man I 
Married’ and ‘Orphans of Divorce’ 
have dipsomaniac characters. Girl In 
‘Against the Storm’ is about to marry 
a man she doesn’t love because she 
believes her real heart-throb is 
dead. 
Mortgages Paid Off 
Mortgage foreclosures, standard of 
hokum melodrama, have apparently 
just about disappeared from day- 
time air. Possibly the Federal Hous- 
ing Administration, with its low-in- 
terest mortgage opportunities, has 
at last scotched that. However, de- 
ductions or predictions from that 
would be mere speculation and have 
no place in a news story. 
Not Accidental 


According to agency script editors, 
it isn’t coincidence that daytime se- 
rials so frequently contain similar 


=—=2 








Bad for Nerves ? 





Buffalo, March 24, 


Soap operas were lambasted 
as ‘destructive’ and morale- 
breaking to an estimated 22,000,- 
000 women who listen to them by 
Dr. Louis Berg, New York psy- 
chiatrist, here Wednesday (11). 
Berg told the Buffalo Advertis- 
ing Club the relief from tension 
such serials afford is ‘analogous 
to the relief obtained when. one 
stops beating one’s head against 
a wall.’ 

‘The dominant pattern in many 
serials,’ he said, ‘is essentially of 
a problem play in which nearly 
all the dramatic values are de- 
structive. Endlessly be- 
labored, this creates a morbid 
and hysterical excit>ment—the 
more so when it impinges on 
nerves already attuned to ab- 
normalcy.’ 

The psychiatrist likened the 
repetition of daytime serial plots 
to Hitler’s propagandizing, claim- 
ing the human nervous system 
at present ‘can be broken by the 
iteration and reiteration of a 
single note, long held and end- 
lessly repeated.’ 


- 








om. 
plot situations. Most serial authors 
listen to each other’s programs 


periodically. Other writers listen 
particularly to shows with a high 
rating or that have received favor- 
able trade comment. For instance, 
if ‘Woman in White’ or ‘Ma Perkins,’ 
for the last few months see-sawing 
as top serials, have a provocative 
Story situation, many of the other 
daytimers will soon turn up with 
slightly revised sequences of a simi- 
lar nature. 

With the exception of ‘Against the 
Storm,’ which has been dealing vig- 
orously with Gestapo persecution 
and brutality in Germany, few of 
the serials have made more than a 
vague, tentative approach to war 
Subject matters. In increasing cases 
Cases the question of enlistment or 
draft of younger male characters has 
arisen, but the treatment has gen- 
erally been toward super-serious 
hoke, 

An example of the complications 
of such subject matter is offered by 
Ma Perkins,’ in which the heroine's 
Son was going into the Army and 
couldn’t decide whether to marry his 
girl before leaving. When the se- 
quence had been on*the air a short 
time it became evident from the 
listener mail that numerous mothers 
and their sons and daughters were 


,% 
> 





following the program with the idea 
of being guided in similar decisions 
in their own lives. That was too 
great a responsibility for scripter 
Orin Tovrov, so ke went into a 
huddle with himself and came up 
with the idea of ‘discovering’ that 
the girl was under age. In that way 
he sidestepped the whole decision. 
An almost exactly similar situa- 
tion exists currently with the ‘Jones 
and |’ sustainer serial on CBS, only 
in that case the girl’s age is defi- 
nitely known. Neither Scott Farn- 
worth, the author, nor William 


has figured out a solution yet. 


Lucille Cohan Off WJSV 


Washington, March 24. 


Lucille Cohan, for three years the 
local ‘Nancy Dixon’ for Cluett-Pea- 
body via WJSV, has quit because of 
her husband’s health. 

Nancy Osgood, who has filled the 
same role in Detroit, fille’ the spot, 
effective Monday (23). 





Spier, the network’s script editor, |- 
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NBC’S WAR CLINIC TO 
SAN FRAN; MAR. 31 


San Francisco, March 24. 

Members of the NBC War Clinic 
who will come west for sessions here 
March 31 and April 1 already have 
billing. Letter received by friends 
of a web exec in the east describes 
the august body as ‘the flea circus,’ 
which is catching on. Blue sabotage 
suspected. 

Those skedded for the Frisco 
powwow are Bill Hedges, Roy C. 
Witmer, Kenneth Dyke, Charles 
Brown (an ex-Friscan now. assistant 
promotion director). Sheldox Hick- 
ox, Albert E. Dale, James M. Gaines, 
Clarence Menser and Max Jordan. 
Arden X. Pangborn (KGW) and Ed 
Yokum (KGHL) will chairman the 
meet. Sid Strotz will head the 
Hollywood gang. 








HAROLD TRUE JOINS WWJ 


Detroit, March 24. 

Harold True, for many years chief 
announcer and a newscaster on 
WXYZ, where he also was identified 
with the ‘Lone Ranger’ program, has 
joined the news staff of WWJ here. 
He has two evening broadcasts 
scheduled daily. 

True resigned last fall from WXYZ 
to run unsuccessfully, but close, for 
the Detroit City Council. 
















~ NEWS-SPORTS-AND 
POPULAR MUSIC 



















DIANE Peddie — 


MUTUAL 


BROADCASTING 
SYSTEM": 





eee A LOUTS PRODUCTION 
HAS 


ex 


“But Gccoroing Ye PAST 
RECORDS) NOT LESS THAN 
85% OF THE SETS IN USE 


WTIC. Hartford, Protests WBZA- 
Going to NBC in New England Shifts 





Hartford, March 24. * 

NBC’s affiliate setup in the New 
England area may undergo a drastic 
change as a result of a protest sub- 
mitted by WTIC, Hartford, against 
the switch of WBZA, Springfield, to 
NBC affiliation June 15. Paul Mo- 
rency, WTIC’s manager, notified 
NBC last week that his station would 


not stand for the signal overlapping 
that would result if WBZA con- 
tinued as a synchronized satellite of 
WBZ, Boston, when the latter quits 
the Blue Network for NBC. Colum- 
bia is watcaing this situation closely 
in the hope of acquiring WTIC as a 
successor outlet in Hartford to 
WDRC. WTIC operates at 50,000 
vatts and WDRC at 5,000 watts. 
What would inject the drastic ele- 
ment in any such realignment of af- 
filiation is the fact that such stations 
as WTAG, Worcester: WJAR, Provi- 
dence, and WCSH, Portland, have a 
regional alliance with WTIC and 
would logically be interested in the 
network welfare of the Hartford 








outlet. WDRC’s contract with CBS 
has three years to go but, it is un- 
derstood that this factor will prove 
of minor momen, in the event WTIC 
became available. 


Westinghouse has Leen trying’ for 
five years to obtain permission from 
the Federal Communications Com- 
mission for the desynchronization of 
WBZA but without making progress 
at any time. For a while the elec- 
tric company sought to get a fran- 
chise on 550 k.c., but the Navy De- 
partment strongly objected to any 
commercial station on the east coast 
getting close to its own wavelengths, - 
namely, 540 and 530 k.c. 

NBC hopes that the WTIC break 
will be avoided .» Westinghouse de- 
ciding to close down WBZA entirely. 





Rambeau’s Nutmeggers 


Chicago, March 24. 
William Rambeau rep firm has just 
been signatured as exclusive sales 
rep for two Connecticut stations. 
They are WATR, Waterbury, and 
WNAB, P~ *<enort. 





a 





EVERY THING :- 
wwe 


ING 






beep 






Tht 
¥ | Li ly 


Ne “4 


WILL BE “TUNED IN«- 


TO THE ONE- 
MAN -PRODUCTIONS & 
ARMY RELIEF SHOW 
MARCH 27 AGAINST 
BIG ABE SIMON: 

EXCLUSIVE y 















Lous, OVER MUTUAL. 
FOR. GILLETTE, 
COMMANDS THe HIGHEST 
COMMERCIAL RATING 

ON THE AIR # 









































32 RADIO REVIEWS VARIETY Wednesday, March 25, 1942 
GENERAL DOUCLAS M::ARTHUR | ‘THE WAR PRODUCTION DRIVE’ | ONTARIO SHOW DOROTHY THOMPSON VERA BARTON 
Talk With Donald Nelson With Madeleine Carroll, Col, Steep- | News Comment With Walter Gross Orch 
5 Mins. 20 AMins, ~-» - we! tagle, Georgia Day, Dave Dayles, | 15 Mins. Songs 
Transoceanic | Tuesday (March i7), 9-56 p.m. Nancy Dougias, Aibert Whitehead | Cx3PPER CRAYT-CLOTHES | 1S Wits. ~ + oe ee 
Sustaining | Four Network: | Singers, Luigi Romanelli Thursday, 8:45 p.m. Sustaining 


WOR-Mutual, New York. 


American listeners last Saturday 
(21) were treated to the voice of | 
General Douglas MacArthur for the | 
first time since the outbreak of the 
war with Japan as the result of a 
combination of fortuitous accident | 


and foresight. While all four Ameri- | 


Another four-network broadcast, 
this time a oue-timer for the War 
Production Board er*hodying a talk 
from Washington by the get-it-done 
expert of this fight, Donald Nelson 


The program proved an effective 
session in which the listener re- 
ceived at least one niece of news 


Comedy, Songs, Band 
30 Mins. i 
PROVINCE OF ONTARIO 
Friday, 7 p.m. 
WJZ-Blue, New York 
(Walsh) 

When the Ontario government set 

this particular series with the Blue 


can networks had been wondering] that was new, namely: a statement | Network the motivating factor was 


how each could score a scoop on the | 
others by staging a pickup from | 
Australia, Mutual suddenly found | 
itself presented with the break. Ali 
perfectly inscribed on wax. The net- 
work capitalized the incident for all 
it was worth. The initial broadcast 
of the Far East Commander's words 
went on at 10:15 a.m., EWT, and they 
were repeated over the network on 
four occasions over the network dur- 
ing the afternoon and night. 

The opening words from the Gen- 
eral quickly laid at rest any qualms 
that might have been harbored in 
the broadcasting trade or in Army 
precincts as to how the MacArthur 
voice would measure up to the heroic 
stature which this soldier has as- 
sumed in the world’s esteem by his 
stand on Bataan Peninsula. His pre- 
pared talk, delivered to newspaper- 
men on his arrival at the Melbourne 
railroad station, came through witha 
rich baritonic résonancy. It sug- 
gested a depth of ease and self-as- 
surance. Also the manner of one ac- 
customed to public speaking. The 
pronunciation was clipped and suc- 
cinet, with the exception of but the 
two closing words. The reporters 
asked him to repeat them and that 
he did in conversational stride. They 
were fhe words, ‘soldiers’ faith.’ 

What gave his reading of the pre- 
pared statement an added dramatic 
fillip were the sounds in the back- 


round. Aside from the noise of 
Smanating whistles and moving 
trains, there could be heard the 


sounds of tramping feet and the 
whiplike commands of officers as 
their troops drew up for the official 
greeting. Only once did this back- 
ground noise become so dominating 
us to compel the General to pause in 
his delivery. 

Mutual’s break on this particular 
‘first’ was the result of an order that 
Fred Weber, the network’s general 
manager, had issued upon the advent 
of war in the Pacific. He asked at 
the time that Press Wireless make it 
a practice to rick up the early morn- 
ing news broadcast by the Australian 
Broadcasting Commission. These 
broadcasts were recorded and given 
the 10:15-10:30 a.m. period on the 
Mutual schedule. 

What actually happened last Satur- 
day morning (21) was that the ABC 
included in its regular news period 
a recording of the MacArthur ar- 
rival, so that’s what Mutual broad- 
cast was, a recording of another re- 
cording. Obviously it was some- 
thing that slipped by the monitoring 
services of the other networks, al- 
though it is quite possible that if 
they had caught the broadcast the 
policy of their respectives networks 
on the subject of broadcasting re- 
corded programs would have nuli- 





that airplane ‘roduction was 50% 
ahead of Pear! Harbor. The script 
used verbal illustration rather than 
a story, but the whole was threaded 
together and given point and direc- 
tion by several artful devices. Chief 
and best of these came every four 
minutes as the program unfolded as 
voices interrupted to drive this 
thought home: 


‘Since this program began the 
Unite’ States has built another air- 
plane—ano:her tank.’ 

The sound ox a clock ticking, the 
emphasis of the importance of time 
and the sk2ptical, ae foot- 
no‘: to each dec!.ration, ‘That is, if 
we are on schedule,’ all added up to 
a strong impression-leaving message. 

Essentially the program’s _ illus- 
trative portions dealt with Nelson’s 
own blueprint (previously publi- 
cized) to bring management and 
labor into closer plant cooperation 
and with various practical ways of 
stepping up the tempo of produc- 
tio’ everywhere. The open-minded- 
ness of authority to suggestions from 
the rank-and-file was re-stressed. 

The script, co-authored by William 
N. Robson and Dorothea Lewis, 
tagged many of the defeatist rumors 
and comment as ‘made in Berlin’ 
and received at this end by short- 
wave. Labor leaders who hate busi- 
ness and industrialists who despise | 
unions were both characterized as | 
saboteurs at.heart. Grimly, it was 
asked, ‘Do we really have unity? 
Are we on schedule?’ Then the 
prophecy of what it would be like 
if we don’t win the war. Plain- 
speaking here. ‘Tue Nazis will work 
our tails off.’ 

The program, in short, did two 
things, besides providing an oppor- 
tunity for boss Nelson te be heard: 

Positively ... It hammered out a 
strong ‘beat’ like a coxswain steps 
up his oarsmen. It shouted faster,’ 
faster, faster. We are gaining, but 
not enough, not enough, not enough. 
Time is everything. Since this pro- 
gram went on the air we—— Only 
289 days left in 1942 to meet our 


| quotas. 


Negatively ... It slurred, slammed, 
shamed the business-as-usual clique, 
it ridiculed those who fear Moscow 
more than Berlin, it scorned the 
feeble intellects of management that 
does not realize that in a fascist 
economy of desperation management 


alon~ with labor is caught tight in a 
vise of slavery. It scorched ‘the 
groundless fears of a few timid 
people.’ 


The special musical score, which 
Tom Bennett stayed up all Monday 
night to write, helped the program 
to ring out clearly on Tuesday. The 
undertaking packed emotional wal- 
lep, and to that extent may be rated 
as one morale program that probably 




















fied their alertness. Odec. ‘came close to its objectives. Land. 
losses on STS 
il 
\ remarks Suzy 
Q our Steno, “is 


a WSAI’s weekly pro- 
gram, ‘Meet The Sponsor,’ 


—4a live-talent production! 
Each show especially de- 
signed to most effectively 
publicize the sponsor and 
his regular WSAI pro- 


gram.” 


Another plank in WSAI's 


great merchandising plat- 


“CUSTOM-M 


form to build sales for you. 

















WSAI'S SALES AIDS 
1. Street cor and §. Taxicab Covers 
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4. Newspaper Ads 8." Meet the Spon- 
sor” Broadcast 






































iT SELLS FASTER UF IT’S 








ito be the same as applied last sea- 
'son, namely, drumming up Yankee 
tourist trade. Meanwhile the United 
States went to war and rationing of 
tires and gasoline set in. Since the 
money for the series had been allo- 
cated, the Ontario authorities de- 
cided to go through with their orig- 
inal American broadcasting plans, 
and the nrogram which went on last 
week (20) was the first in a weekly 
group of 27. As the opening script 
expressed it, what this series now 
hopes to do is ‘to create ever greater 
friendship between the Province and 
the people of the United States’ so 
that when the latter ‘can again come 
to Ontario there will have been built 
a bridge of understanding.’ 

The initial program was not quite 
as strong in up-to-the-minute net- 
work entertainment as it was in 
friendliness and charm. Colone! 


| Stoopnagle could have been equipped 


with a much funnier script, even 
though his sallies with Madeleine 
Carroll and others in the cast ac- 
counted for a pleasant enough mood. 
Miss Carroll will, with an occasional 
weekly exception, be regularly part 
of this Friday night hoopla. It 
should prove a decided asset in at- 
tracting a steady audience. Her 
speaking personality and infectious 
laugh accomplishes much in bright- 
ening up the half-hour. 

On the musical side the program 
is again the darbs. In contrast to 
the silky contralto of the 18-year- 
old Nancy Douglas there’s Georgia 
Day. who knows how to sell a 
rhythmic pop tune to a fare-thee- 
well. Dave Davies makes plenty 
rich melody out of a romantic ditty. 
the Albert Whitehead Singers blend 
nerfectly in the background and 
Luigi Romanelli’s experienced baton 
| keeps the tonal going at a rich. well- 
rounded pitch. Odec. 


‘AMERICA KEEPS FAITH’ 
Talk, Music 

| 30 Mins.—Local 

| Tuesday, 8:30 p.m. 

| WHAM, Rochester, N. Y. 

Patriotic program. first of a series 
of 10 created by Charles Siverson, 
WHAM program director, should 
raise this station’s reputation. Built 
around an orchestra and narrator, 
each program will treat a different 
phase of American life and culture, 
bringing in different choirs, soloists 
and speakers to broaden interest. 

On the first program was a bond- 
selling talk by David C. Barry, local 
banker, in which he gave one of the 
most startling pictures of what de- 
feat would mean yet heard over the 
air. 

The chorus of 140 high-school chil- 
dren, known as the Inter-High Choir 
directed by Marlowe Smith, alone 
} assured a large listening audience. 
And the songs, grouped as ‘Songs of 
| Freedom,’ were the ones being sung 
| by school children throughout the 
|country, and sure to bring a hum- 
ming response among listeners. As 
sung by these fresh young voices 
they brought a tingle to the listener’s 
spine. 

Rev. Max Kapp, minister of First 
Universalist Church, as narrator gave 
America’s creed, a _ selection from 
Milton, and part of Lincoln’s Gettys- 
burg address, his deep resonant voice 
making them especially effective. 
Two announcers were used in series 
of punch lines on what individuals 
can do te aid the war effort. 

Program moved fast, its timely and 
varied content creating a desire for 
more. Cord. 





‘DUFFY’S TAVERN’ 

With Ed rdner, Shirley Booth, 
Eddie Green, Charles Cantor, 
Harry Von Zell, Teddy Wilson's 
Music 

30 Mins. 

SANKA COFFEE 

Tuesday, 9 p.m. 

WABC-CBS; New York 

(Young & Rubicam) 

Like the third draft is crowded 
with fat men, aw re | net y the 
networks is crowded with funny 
men. Ed Gardner enters vz con- 
gestion of Burns & Allen, Fibber 
McGee & Molly, Bob Hope, Red 
ees eee —_ wn nee 

’s pretty sure ea night 
through the gloom: months ahead 
when folks are gonna want to escape 
from the headlines int: the surcease 
of humor. 

The amiable illiterates of the 
imaginary Ninth avenue Tavefn are 
little changed since moving under 
the onsorship of Sanka. Harry 
Von Zell is there to talk up the 
product; Teddy Wilson from Cafe 
Society Downtown (nitery) gets in 
some scattered hot licks; Shirley 
Booth, Eddie Green, C_arley Cantor, 
all reveal unpretentious 1.Q.’s, It 
was a very useful coincidence that 
th new series sr’-1 St. Patrick’s 
Day night. It ende. with the irate 
Mr. Duffy bawling at the other end 
of the phone when an Irish tenor 
named Sam Bush really gave out 
in true high Olcott. . 
| So it was all quite er 
i ind. 





WJZ-Blue, New York 
(Emil Mogul) 





Dorothy Thompson returned to the 
air last week (19) in an exception- 
ally benign mood. She had been 
absent for a year, and Miss Thomp- 


son was so happy over the’ event 
that she muffled any tendency that 
she might have harbored toward 
giving out with her customary 
trenchant, and often searing criti- 
cisms and warnings. As the col- 
umnist put it at the closing point of 
her broadcast, ‘Next week I might 
come back with a flock of criticisms, 
but this week I can’t find it in my 
heart to say anything against any- 
body.’ . 

Anyway, everything on this par- 
ticular occasion looked bright and 
rosy to Miss Thompson. Her task, 
she had explained during her 
preface, would be to tell America’s 
story to Americans and to review 
and comment on events of the past 
week. Congressmen and newspaper 
publishers have been bewailing, as 
they see it, the lack of coeperation 
by this or that group toward the 
war effort, but Miss Thompson ex- 
pressed the view that these and 
other critics have been overlooking 
and underestimating the country’s 
accomplishments since Dec. 7. She 
thought that the United States has 
done well in transforming from a 
peace to a war economy so far and 
that Hitler and the Japs had gone 
far astray in their expectations and 
hopes that the selfishness of Ameri- 
can plutocracy would frustrate 
such a quick transformation. Miss 
Thompson also had a good word for 
the part that labor and management 
is playing in the democratizing of 
industry and a sympathetic comment 
on the problems with which the 
farmers are now faced. ‘ 

The sales copy on this occasion 
couldn’t have been much _ briefer 
and there was no break into her 
script for a plug. All that Trimont 
Clothing had to say was that its 
brand could be bought in 763 stores 
and that for the money it was an ex- 
cellent buy. 

What will likely favor this series 


when it comes to collecting Miss 
Thompson’s type audience is that the 
program is scheduled just before 
‘Town Hall of the Air.’ Odec. 


‘AND SO TO BED’ 
Play 
70 Mins. 
BBC, London 

Comedy by J. B. Fagin, adapted 
for the air by Cynthia Pughe, pro- 
duced by Peter Creswell (Sunday, 
Feb. 23), with Phyllis Neilson-Terry, 


Betty Hardy, Allan Jeayes, Cecil 
Trouncer. 
Fagan’s three-act comedy of a 


Pepys amorous adventure, cut to 70 
minutes for broadcasting, was a cap- 
able piece of adapting. Production 
smart and put over the Charles II 
atmosphere well, but would have 
benefited by cutting down tendency 
of small-part women to overdo gig- 


producer’s. 
Good performances all ’round, and 
sense of reaiity well put over despite 


stuff. Cecil Trouncer’s Pepys and 
Allan Jeayes’ King Charles excellent, 
with Betty Hardy as Mrs. Pepys out- 
standing. This latter. in strong con- 
trast to modern country wench role 
by same artiste two nights earlier, 
marks her as first-tlass air per- 
former. 


gling and chatter, though this may | 
have been an engineer'‘s fault and not | 


difficulty of non-visuality for period | 


j 


|& Tunick 





Tues. and Thurs., 6:30 p.m. 
WABC-CBS, New York 


CBS is building up Vera Barton 
as the ‘next new big singing name.’ 
That's a tall order, but the network 
has something in this song stylist 
who, reminding of the Dinah Shore 
school, chirps a pop with the best of 
"em. 

She’s unique in her easy style of 
balladeering, giving out in lusty con- 
tralto as she did ‘You Made Me Love 
You,’ ‘When the Roses Bloom Again,’ 
‘Sometimes’ and ‘Somebody Nobody 
Loves.’ Her theme intro is ‘Just a 
Moon Ago,’ which her maestro, Wal- 
ter Gross, composed. That, too, is 
a neat number. Gross flashes a fine 
orchestral accomp for his solo stint, 
tearing off a Lehar pianologistic ex- 
cerpt that breaks up the four vocal 
numbers by Miss Barton in effective 
manner. 

Said to have sung with bands like 
Enoch Light and Duke Dailey, Miss 
Barton, on her own, impresses no 
little. She used to do her stuff in a 
continuous segueing manner, sans 
annuncorial interruptions, but on 
the Friday night caught the spieler 
interrupted with the song titles. The 
former was a better idea, and em- 
phasized her  easy-flowing style 
deftly. 

Miss Barton has more than the 
casual makings of a new singing 
star. Abel. 


‘GOD’S COUNTRY’ 

With Milton Bacon, Burl Ives 
15 Mins, 

Sustaiuune 

Saturday, 11:15 a.m. 
WABC-CBS, New York 


Milton Baron, formerly’ with 
WCKY, Cincinnati, and Burl Ives, 
the back-country  guitar-playing 
singer of American folk ballads, are 
teamed with this beguiling song-and- 
story tribute to rural Americana. 
Bacon travels around the country 
gathering material, originating his 
portion of the show from the nearest 
Columbia outlet, while Ives remains 
in New York to provide the musical 
interludes. It’s an unpretentious, 
homey, agreeable show, particularly 
for a Saturday morning sustainer. 

As heard lass week (21), the pro- 
gram dealt with Henderson, Ky., its 
origin, history and several of its 
notable sons. Among the latter 
were Daniel Boone, W. C. Handy, 
four governors, two senators and 
John James Audubon, the great or- 
nithologist-painter, whose last name, 
Bacon was careful to explain, should 
be pronounced Aud-yu-bon, with the 
accent on the first syllable. It was 
interesting talk, with an appealing 
Americana flavor. 

Ives sang two numbers, both well 
suited to the show and pleasantly 
done. One was Handy’s ‘Careless 
Love,” a sort of Negro workman’s 
larment. The other was an Audubon 
favorite, a bird song obviously de- 
riving from the Elizabethan English 
folk ballads. Hobe. 


Cotton & Tunick a Firm 


New radio program agency, Cotton 
Productions, has been 
formed in New York by Robert L. 
Cotton and Irve Tunick. 


Until last week Cotton was pro- 
duction manager of WINS, New 
York. Tunick, formerly continuity 


director of WINS, was more recently 
with the radio division of the U. S. 
Department of Education. 
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INCLUDE US OUT |" Grsin with Newscasts Memphis Open Air Theatre Steps Into 


e e.@ 
‘The American Thesaurus of Slang’ recently made its appear- ae pores iocaticaed Prk be Time, Borrows Idea, of Met Auditions 


ance (Crowell, $5), causing considerable puzzlement to ‘Variety’ | quarter hour newscasts over the sta- 
that supposed itself reasonably familiar with words through which | tions of the Lone Star Chain start- 
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persons in the radio trade communicate with each other. The sec- 
tion devoted to the alleged patois of broadcasting is loaded with 
strange, unreal, straining words and phrases which the compilers 
of the Thesaurus present to posterity as the language of the radio 
we know. For the benefit of future historians this small dissent is 
hereby formally filed. ‘Variety’ neither recognizes nor allows to 
pass unchallenged as authentic such odd verbal fish as these: 
Monkey—for a program director. 


Old cow hand—for a studio shower-arounder. 
Tuner-outer—for a radio columnist. 


Radiocan—for a radio actor. 


Broadcastigator—for a blunt-spoken commentator. 


Script-teaser—for a comedian, 


Lads and lassies of radioland—for listeners. 


Netting—for a network. 
Miketivity—for a broadcast. 


Spray the parlors—for on the air, 


Microfun—for humor. 


Radiopen house—for a multi-starred program. 
Catcha wire on a netting—for a sustaining contract. 
Go up the golden stairs—for an audition. 


Radiodorous—for displeasing. 


ing Sunday, March 29. Broadcasts 
will be announced by John Hicks of 
the KGKO, Ft. Worth, news staff 
from where the broadcasts. will 
originate. 

Other stations on the LSC to carry 
the broadcasts will be KTSA, here; 
KRGV, Weslaco; KGNC, Amarillo; 
KXYZ, Houston, and KFDM, Beau- 
mont. 


Major Ed Knight On 
Duty in Manhattan As 
Aide to Col. W. H. Wells 


Major Ed Knight, formerly public 
relations head of the French Line 
and well acquainted in radio, has 


been assigned as aide to Col. Walter 
H. (Cappy) Wells at a new Manhat- 
tan branch of the War Department’s 
Bureau of Public Relations. 

Office opened this week and will 
do liaison between the Army and 














CAMP WHEELER 
B’CAST 1,300 
PROGRAMS 


Camp Wheeler, Ga., March 24. 

Functioning like the production 
department of an advertising agency 
—and turning out many more pro- 
grams than most—the radio division 
of the Public Relations Office here 
has aired 1,300 shows in the past 
year. With a number of former 
commercial radio men on the staff, 
PRO etherized its first program 
within two days after the camp was 
activated just a year ago, March 
19, 1941. 


Initial airings were produced by 
Pvt. Harmon H. Hyde, former gab- 
ber and producer on WPRO, Provi- 
dence, R. I., and Pvt. Arthur F. 
Schoenfuss, engineer for WABC, 
N.Y. They turned out ‘Camp Wheel- 
er Reports,’ a weekly news program 
of training activities at the nation’s 
first infantry replacement center. 

Three weeks later, when additional 
trained personnel joined the staff, 
scheduled was upped to five shots 
weekly on WBML and WMAZ, Ma- 
con, Ga. Short time later, PRO set 
a series of 15-minute transcriptions 
by which the New England troops 
in camp brought news of their ac- 
tivities to parents and friends via 
WDRC, Hartford, Conn. 

Radio division of the PRO short 
time later came uncer command of 
Lieut—now Captain—Edwin P. Cur- 
tin, who had directed radio publicity 
for the New York World’s Fair and 
had handled production for NBC and 
the BBD&O agency. In May of last 
year he had 24 programs of all 
types on the air weekly. 

Transcription services have been 
extended to other northern stations 
and have been on WINS, N.Y., for 
six months and WHBL, Sheboygan, 
Wis., for three months. WHBL this 
week is starting to service seven 
other stations with the platters. The 
ETs-hav2 gernered nidre Ran 1,060 
letters to the stations. Test trans- 
criptions are now being made for 
WBT, Charlotte, N. C.; WPTF, Chat- 


tanooga, Tenn., and WCAE, Pitts- 
burgh. 








KGO Into Drake Hotel 
For Luncheon Gabbing 


San Francisco, March 24. 

KGO and Sir Francis Drake hotel 
have got together on a deal which 
will have a Blue line in the dining 
room Tuesdays at 1 p.m. for a 
luncheon-table pickup. Ann Holden 
will conduct the sesh, at which 
celebs will chat over their teacups. 

Hotel now has a KQW line, also, 
Samuels’ Jewelry having switched 
its Art Linkletter dancefloor inter- 
views to the Drake from the Palace. 





" Jim Murray, director of promo- 
en at WCAE, Pittsburgh, in Mercy 
Ospital there, receiving treatment 


, ———L——————————— Ee 





for stomach disorder. 


the news services, etc. 













Memphis, March 24, 
Memphis Open Air Theatre Au- 
ditions, a 10-week half-hour program 
sponsored by the Memphis Ice In- 


dustries and produced by the 
Kremer-Howard advertising agency, 
will take the Sunday afternoon spot 
on WMC vacated by the Metropoli- 
tan Opera Auditions of the Air this 
week. Local summer musical organ- 
ization will pattern its radio talent 
hunt closely after Met setup, with 
hearings open to all singers of the 
mid-south and a contract with the 
MOAT for its five-week season com- 


_mencing in July as the reward. 


Three young hopefuls will come to 
the WMC mike each week, ac- 
companied by a 17-piece concert or- 
chestra directed by Joseph Cortese, 
Maliory Chamberlin will m.c. the 
broadcasts. Judges are to be Mrs. 
Robert L. Jordan, vice-president and 
chairman of talent for the MOAT; 
Harry Martin, amusements editor of 
The Commercial Appeal, and Robert 
Johnson, dramatic critic for the 
Press-Scimitar. 





Programs will emanate from the 


g 


tional average! 





WMC studios and will be open to the 
public, Ice co-op is making arrange- 
ments for a distribution of limited 
number of tickets. Series will be one 
of most elaborate commercials at- 
tempted on local station in recent 
years. 


KGW’S 20TH YEAR, 
PARTY FOR 2,000 GIVEN 


Portland, Ore., March 24. 
Station KGW, local NBC-Red out- © 
let, celebrated its 20th birthday Sun- 
day (22) with a party attended by 
2,000 Portland citizens in the Masonic 
Temple ballroom and a special net- 
work broadcast. Several KGW 
alumni, including Kay St. Germain 
and Mel Blanc, were picked up from 
Hollywood as part of the show, 
which had Ralph Rogers, KGW pro- 
gram director, as m.c. 
Sidney N. Strotz, NBC vice-presi- 
dent, came from Hollywood to attend. 











(iétene 0 Mon going To MackE! 


@ And how Ross Mulholland goes! Not 
buying, but selling . . . selling himself, 
his personality and his amazing new 
stanza of late evening turntable magic 
to one of the biggest markets in the 
world—the vast Philadelphia metropoli- 
tan defense area where the per capita 
spending income is well above the na- 


Moonlit Music Hall is a breezy show tail- 
ored to the likes of the folks who man 
the production lines. Variety and Bill- 
board say its ferrific; the best recording 
show that Philadelphia has ever seen. 
So, if you want to get going In Philadel- 
phia, why not go fo markef with Ross 
Mulholland’s Moonlit Music Hall. 


Moonlit Music Hall is available 
én 10 minute strips. Additional in- 
formation and rates on request. 





50,00G WATTS IN ALL DIRECTIONS 


Philadelphia @ WCAU Building, 1622 Chestnut Street .. . New York City @ CBS Building, 
485 Madison Avenue . . . Chicago, Ill. @ Virgil Reiter, 400 North Michigon Avenue... 
Boston, Mass. @ Bertha Bannon, 538 Little Building . . . Pacific Coast @ Paul H, Raymer Co. 
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WOR’S ‘PERSONALIZED SHORT TALKS’ 
INSTEAD OF JUST WAR ANNOUNCEMENTS 





New York Station Attempts to Tailor Comment to Its 


Personalities—‘Make Copy Sound Like Person 
Who Reads It’ Is Bob Simon’s Idea 





Station WOR, New York, is at- 
tempting ‘to do something on its own 
initiative’ about the war, that some- 
thing being away from the standard 
patter and conventional ways used 


by all radio stations at the present 
time. Its chief continuity writer, 
Bob Simon, has thought out and 
worked out a plan to equip each 
regular WOR personality with ‘short 














The No. 1 Quiz 


For Housewives 
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talks instead of spot announcements’ 
that are tailored to fit the individual 
and the program, 

WOR will not editorialize, in the 
sense of originating lines of morale 
comment, but will confine its efforts 
to known, Government-endorsed 
matters. During the month of Feb- 
ruary, in similar vein before the new 
‘short talks’ method was worked out, 
the station carried anti-rumor warn- 
ings couched in jingle form. In gen- 
eral all material is rewritten from 
government documents, data and 
communiques. The personality war 
talks run from 100 to 250 words 
average. 

Here’s the way different WOR per- 
sonalities are fitted with words to fit 


them: 
Martha Deane 
(Household Hints) 

In the course of a week you'll meet 
up with plenty of women who talk 
about doing without new tires for 
their cars or new girdles or new alu- 
minum kitchenware...And these are 
only some of the things many of us 
are doing without—and are going to 
do without for the duration...But 
don’t think of going without as some- 
thing passive. Think of it as a war 
effort—as something you do for Vic- 
tory. Very often going without is a 
form of production. Going without 
new tires helps to provide rubber for 
our tanks and battleships... 


Ramona 
(Singing Pianist) 

We sing some giddy songs at these 
meetings of ours, but, like all Ameri- 
cans, we have plenty of serious 
things to think about these days... 
Because it’s up to every one of us 
not just to do a little, but to do 
everything we can for Victory! And 
not just waiting for somebody to tell 
us what we can do—but looking for 
all we can do—and doing it... 


Stan Lomax 
(Sportcaster) 

A lot of fellows who used to tee 
up a new golf ball every few holes 
won’t be doing that this season. 
There'll be new golf balls, yes—but 
not sO many that you can put one 
into play every time the one you're 
using gets a little nicked or you just 
want to change it for luck...There 
won’t be so many golf balls, because 
Uncle Sam needs that rubber. The 
rubber that might have gone into 
those nice, white, shiny new pellets 
is going into tanks and trucks and 
ships and planes to win this war. 
So here’s a tip—hang on to your golf 
balis, even if they don’t look so good 
and you think they won’t go so far. 
The golf balls you didn’t get are in 
the service now... 


Children’s Concert 
| Young people are eager to heip in 





] 


}do in the way of actual work de- 
pends somewhat on what is required 
in your community. But there’s one 
way in which every youngster can 
help—and help greatly. That’s by 
saving...by getting the most use and 
taking the best care of things he 
owns...by saving rubber, metal and 
paper which will go into war pro- 
duction... 

John Gambling 

(Physical Culturist) 

If you’ve ever looked through a 
book of famous quotations, you'll 
know how much has been said about 
time—the time we have to get things 
| done, the time that goes by so quick- 
| ly, that time that is so valuable. Time 
|has always been a timely subject, 
you might say. But it rarely has 
|meant so much as it does now—in 
; this war. And I’d like to quote a few 
lines from the stirring speech that 
Donald M. Nelson made over WOR 
j}and the Mutual network Tuesday 
night...‘We have but little time. 
That time has been bought at the 
price of American boys fighting on 
lonely islands’...ete. We must re- 
member those words of Mr. Nelson. 
We must remember what he said 
about time. The little time we have 
has been bought for us by our sol- 
diers and sailors and marines, They 
have fought it for us. We must re- 
pay it by work—more work that 
will bring us victory.’ 

Happy Jim Parsons 
(Disc Jockey) 

.. Somebody was saying the other 

day that there were three parts to 
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our war effort—fighting, producing 
and ‘Going Without’...And he men- 
tioned that ‘going without’ was half 
of it. As important as that...All of 
us can help by ‘going without’—and 
|if you ask, ‘Going without what?’ 
well, the answer is going without 








| America’s war effort...What you can 


Non-Inflammable 


Singer Marcella Hendricks, 
about to be auditioned for # 
commercial series, was confab- 
bing with the sponsor’s wife 
when the latter remarked that 
a certain radio star ‘couldn't pos- 
sibly be a nice woman and have 
a voice to inflame men that way.’ 

When it came time for her to 
sing, Miss Hendricks made a 
quick switch of numbers, offer- 
ing only very genteel selections. 

A NN ES RT RAE SO AOR LT SON in 
things we might like to have but 
which are more important to the 
nation than they are to us...Like 
new tires for the car...or extra 
woolen clothing. We've already 
heard about some of the articles we'll 
go without...and no doubt we'll hear 
about more. But: every time we go 
WITHOUT something...that some- 
thing is going WITH our fighting 
men. So—let’s not think of ‘going 
without’ as just letting go of some- 
thing. Let’s think of it as what it 
really is—part of our contribution to 
winning this war. 


ONE STORE HAS 
141, HOURS 


Cleveland, March 24. 

With its 12% hours of weekly pro- 
grams over WCLE already making 
it one of the largest local sponsors 
in the country, Burt’s Department 
Store has started three new shows 
over the station, boosting its time to 
14% hours weekly. 

New shows are half hour of hill- 
billy music and a daily resume of 
best-selling records of the day based 

















on a day-to-day survey of the most 
popular numbers on coin machines |} 
Burt’s has large | 
record department and is believed | 
to sell the most RCA-Victor ‘nation- | 
ality’ recordings in the country. 

On two occasions Burt’s took all 
WCLE time on Sunday for its broad- 
casts. 

Recently, Burt’s have been plug- 
ging its service with ‘the Army has 
come to Burt's.’ Located in the 
Terminal Tower, Burt’s has moved 
its departments in order to give the 
Army Ordnance, also located in the 
Tower, additional space. After clear- 
ing with Army Public Relations on 
the use of the term ‘army,’ Burt’s 
has refused to drop the word when 
soldier brass hats began to squawk. 


and counter sales. 





W. Wilcox Trains Youth 
To Earn Commissions 





| 

San Antonio, March 24. 

Ward Wilcox, senior salesman of | 
the KTSA staff, is to be the in- 
structor in a series of classes to be 


held here at the San Antonio Junior 
College each week. 

Course will deal in Radio Adver- 
tising Salesmanship. 





Priscilla Kent Joins NBC 


Priscilla Kent, from Constance 
Hope publicity office, has joined the 
NBC script department. 

She has free-lanced for various 
commercial shows in the past. 





25% MORE FOR 
MUSIC IN BUFF 


Buffalo, March 24. 


New full-year contracts providing 
25% pay boosts were signed last 
week between Musicians Local 43 
and managements of WBEN and 
WGR-WKBW. Identical pacts stip- 
ulate house bands of 14 men at both 
places, upping salaries from $40 to 
$50 a week. 

Ray Caldwell, local president, said 
both companies went ‘well over’ last 
year’s contract figures, which stipu- 
lated WBEN spend $28,000 for music 
and WGR-WKBW $24,000. 


Parliament Hears BBC 
Fees to Radio Talent 
Rapped as Too High 


London, March 13. 


Some members of the House of 
Commons have raised questions 
about the fees paid band leaders and 
stars by the British Broadcasting 
Corp. These parliamentarians think 
that the fees have been too high. 

One legislator wanted to know 
why the troupe in the ‘Brain Trust’ 
show shouid receive $80 for a live 
broadcast and the same sum each 
week for a rebroadcast of the same 
program from disc the same week. 
Another asked if $300 for a seven- 
minute talk by what he described 
as ‘an alleged star’ from the ‘Hi 
Gang’ program was a normal fee. 

Stars of ‘Hi Gang’ consists of Vic 
Oliver, Ben Lyon and Bebe Daniels. 











First Federal Savings & Loan As- 
sociation of Rochester, N. Y., is 
sponsoring Fulton Lewis newscasts 
over WSAY five nights a week. 



















When you buy time— 
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IN CINCINNATI 
LISTENERS GET 
BASEBALL 


Cincinnati, March 24. 

Two beer and one soft-drink firms 
were signatured last week to sponsor 
baseball broadcasts this season on 
WCPO and WKRC. WSAI continues 
Sccony Vacuum Oil, and General 
Mills (Wheaties) as advertisers sup- 
porting its diamond airings. Until 
1941, when WSAI and WCPO divided 
the miking job, sponsors were the 
same. 

WCPO has Red Top Brewing un- 
der contract. Whether a co-sponsor 
is to participate will be determined 
at a meeting this week between Mor- 
timer Watters, station manager, and 
the brewery. WCPO’s mikers are 
Sam Balter and Harry Hartman. 

WKRC has Burger Brewing and 
Wagner Bottling as sponsors of the 
baseball broadcasts to be done by 
Waite Hoyt and Dick Nesbitt. 

Roger Baker and Dick Bray carry 
on as WSAI’s announcers of the Reds’ 
National League games. 

The three newcomers are local 
concerns. 

Each of the stations is carrying 
play-by-play accounts of the Reds’ 
spring training games with separate 
sponsors. 








—And in Cleveland 
Cleveland, March 24. 

Ology Cigars and Lyon Tailors 
have signed again to sponsor ‘Dugout 
Interviews’ of Cleveland Indians 
daily over WCLE. 

Shubert’s Music House will back 
Sunday baseball resume over the sta- 
tion, and Tip-Top Beer will finance a 
2:30 p.m. daily ‘Talk of the Tewn’ 
over WCLE. 





Hold Back in Nashville 
Nashville, March 24. 
With Southern Association opening 
date three weeks distant, the ques- 
tion of whether or not WSIX will air 
Nashville baseball games is still a 
mystery. With important aircraft 
and ship-building industries located 





Baseball Warning 





Washingfon, March 24. 
Repeated caution about thought- 
less disclosure of weather infor- 
mation was given broadcasters 
Monday (23) by. the Office of 
Censorship. With the baseball 
season approaching, the Federal 
tut-tutters reminded the industry 
to be on guard against incidental 
mention that might tip off the 
enemy. 
If weather conditions cause 
cancellation of a game, simply 
state the fact that the game has 
been cancelled without describ- 
ing the cause. The unchallenga- 
ble baseball broadcasts of 1942 
will make no reference to the 
weather conditions at the scene 
of play,’ said J. H. Ryan, assist- 
ant director of the censorship 
unit. 
SS 
within Nashville the possibility that 
night broadcasts*would be banned by 
War Department, WSIX and club of- 
ficials have been reluctant to decide. 

Too, the possibility that no night 
games would be allowed as a power 
conservation method has aided the 
delay. Then rationing possibilities 
have held Holsum Bakers and Socony 
Vacuum from making option com- 
mitments. 








Goss on Premium Brew 


Baltimore, March 24. 

Baily Goss, WBAL announcer, has 
left the station to take on job as 
sportscaster for National (Premium) 
Brewing Co. here. Will cover all 
local sports activities and interview 
celebrities for ambitious sporis cov- 
erage planned by brewery over all 
local stations. 





Bacon Calls for WTOL 


Toledo, March 24. 
Roger Bacon will broadcast the 
play-by-play descriptions of the To- 
ledo baseball games this season over 
WTOL, Toledo. 
General Mills is the sponsor. 





KIRO’S M.D. Gab Sessions 
Seattle, March 24. 
‘Medical Rountable,’ tie-up with 
King County Medical Association, 
begins weekly over KIRO in April. 
Hazel Kenyon is producing. 





Nunns Get FM Okay 


Amarillo, Texas, March 24. 

The first commercial FM grant in 
the southwest was made by the Fed- 
eral Communication Commission to 
the Amarillo Broadcasting Co., 
which owns KFDA. FM station will 
operate on a channel of 45.1 mc. 
covering 5,600 square miles, Gil- 
more Nunn and J. Lindsey Nunn are 
principal stockholders. 

Duo are also majority stockholders 
of station WLAP, Lexington, Ky., 
and WCMI, Ashland. 


‘JALNA’ IN NINE 
1-HOUR PARTS 


Toronto, March 24. 
First of the nine-episode dramati- 


zations of the ‘Jalna’ family saga 
teed off Sunday (22) over the na- 
tional network of the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corp. Emanating from 


CBL, Toronto, this first radio adap- 
tation of the Mazo de La Roche clan 
was written in its broadcast version 
by Carolyn Darling. The nine one- 
hour installments (Sundays, 10 p.1.. 
EDT) are under the direction of 
Rupert Lucas. Barbara Everest, of 
the British stage, plays the head of 
the House of Whiteoaks; Ivor Lewis 
is Nicholas; Courtney Benson plays 
Young Finch; Rupert Lucas will be 
heard as Renny. 

Special music has been written by 
John Weinzweig. 














Liggett & Myers on WJSV 


Washington, March 24. 

One of the largest local tobacco 
accounts ever signed puts Liggett & 
Myers on WJSV for 60 two-minute 
programs weekly. Recordings will 
be spotted all over the board every 
day of the weck, plugging Chester- 
fields. 

Newell-Emmett placed the busi- 
ness. The local CBS outlet already 
has Old Gold on for three 15-minute 
shows weekly as part of the Godfrey 
Sundial. 


‘What This Town Needs Is Some — - 
Honest Radio Criticism —Wichita Sun 





The Wichita Sun, local ‘outsider’ 
sheet, has beén causing quite a stir in 
the Wichita area through the me- 
dium of a plain-speaking radio 
column which its editor, Jimmy 
White, writes under the caption 
‘Land of Make-Believe.’ He socks 
the rival sheets and radio stations 
very bluntly. Speaking of the reac- 
tion to his comment he recently 
wrote, in part: 


‘Wichita has never had an honest 
critic ‘of either radio or movies. All 


labeled superlative in the daily 
press. 

‘We intend to be in the future 
and, have been in the past, an honest 
radio critic. For those who do not 
think we are competent to judge 
radio shows, we present herewith 
our qualifications:— 


‘We are, we have been told, a 
washed up has-been who has been 
taking spite on our betters via the 
sour grapes method. Tch! Tch! 

‘It is a human fact that perform- 
ers love bouquets and have a whole- 
some horror of brickbats. If the 
bouquets are synthetic, that is ok 
with the performer, Perhaps his 
ego does not permit him to know 
the difference. At least all bouquets 
look the same among the clippings 
in his press book, although some do 
not smell so sweet. We have never 
donated a false nosegay to a radio 
performer or show yet. 

‘If we say the Butternut Jam- 
boree is a darned good radio show, 
you can bet your last bond that 
that is our honest opinion. If we 
say John Speer is a nifty comic 
and an even better dramatic star, 
we don’t say it because John is our 
friend. Because, friend or no friend, 
if it were our belief that Johnnie 
was missing a bet or two, we would 
not hesitate to say so. Golden si- 
lence is not one of our few cardinal 
virtues, 

‘We realize this column could not 
appear in the Eagle or the Beacon. 
We would not be allowed to tread 
upon the sancrosanct toes. . 





Honest criticism never hurt any 





shows—good, bad and worse—are | 





honest performer, artist or commere- 
cial station. And in show biz, these 
days, honest criticism is a rare 
thing.’ 





Houston Office of R&R 
Placing Beer Waxes 


San Antonio, March 24. 
The Galveston-Houston breweries 
will air three quarter-hour tran- 
scribed programs per week featuring 
the Korn Kobplers in the interest 
of Southern Select Beer. 


Account was placed through the 
Ruthrauff & Ryan Houston office. 





WHK DISCS TO LIBRARY 


Coward-Lawrence, Windsor, Welles 
and Massey Stored Away in Wax 








Cleveland, March 24. 


WHK has given its ‘Dramatic Col- 
lection’ of recordings of speeches 
and dramatizations to the Cleveland 
Public Library. 


Among the recordings were Noel 
Coward and Gertrude Lawrence 
presenting scenes from ‘Private 
Lives’; King Edward VIII abdication 
speech; Orson Welles as ‘Julius 
Caesar’ and Raymoni Massey’s ‘Abe 
Lincoln in Illinois.’ 





ANN HICKS STARTS ON WEEI 
Boston, March 24. 

Ann Hicks, Boston Herald feature 
writer and reporter, started yester- 
day (23) on WEEI with a radio pro- 
gram, “The Family Front.’ 

Modeled after her Sunday Herald 
column of same name, 





Ralph B. Austrian, asst. vice- 
president RCA Manufacturing Co., 
granted leave of absence to go on‘ 
planning board of War Production 
Board at Washington. Left last Fri- 
day (20). 
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‘Is Darragh Aldrich psychic ? 





About 22 weeks ago, WCCO first introduced Darragh Aldrich on the air to 
the 1,400,000 women listeners in its primary area. Her novels and plays, the articles 


she had written for women’s magazines had already made her nationally known. 


them...for 25 v 


Twin Cities to Twin Valley were moved to write, “You must have led a life like 


She knows Northwestern women well...has lived among them...written about 


) 


-ars. Thousands of listeners, on farms and in small towns, from the 


mine... to know so much about my problems.” Mrs. E. P H. summed it up: 


“Lady, are you psychic? How else could you happen to discuss, on your 


program almost every day, some problem that is uppermost in my mind and 


in the minds of so many of my friends?” 


33.6% of the available audience at the time she’s on the air! Never has 
WCCO had a women’s participation show such as Mrs. Aldrich’s that 


attained so high a rating in so short a time! 


buys in the Great Northwest. For rates on a participation 


basis, call us or your nearest Radio Sales office. 


WC C 0 60,000 WATTS WHERE IT COUNTS tHE MOST 


Small wonder her program has a Hooperating of 6.4% in the Twin Cities— 


You needn’t be psychic to recognize this fact: 
“Yours Truly, Darragh Aldrich,” on the air Mondays 
through Fridays, 1 :30:1:45 p.m., is one of the year’s best 


a 


ee 











































Er 4b Oin TARP Od 





° 
ee ee 











d 
: 


% 











Wayne University’s Showmanagement 


86 RADIO 


VARIETY 





Wednesday, March 25, 1942 





Survey (A la Variety’) of Locals 


Detroit, March 24. 


As final work in their course mem- 
bers of the Radio Broadcasting 
classes at Wayne University were 
asked to become ‘Variety’ corre- 
spondents and rate the six stations in 





‘Too many newscasters and in- | 
terpretations.’ 
‘Musical organization too much on 
popular side.’ 
WJR 


Usually tune WJR immediately 


this area. Garnet R. Garrison, di-| when without definite program in 
rector of the radio department, dis- | mind.’ 

tributed to the class ‘Variety's show- ‘A good job in its appeal to farm- 
management Survey and asked the | ers.’ 


students to use this as the basis for 
their analysis of the Detroit stations. 

In asking them to rank the stations 
in order of showmanagement they 
also had to give the reasons for their 
ranking. 

Following are some of the typical 
student commentary on Detroit sta- 
tions: 


‘Most versatile musicians in Detroit 
ranging from soloists to full choral 
tanid symphonic presentations.” 

‘WJR has aggressive enthusiasm of 
showmanagement but not same 
quality as WXYZ.’ 

‘Gordon Shaw’s commercials s0 
sincere that I almost dashed out 
right then to use the product.’ 

‘Fine religious programs.” 

‘As an announcer, Harmon is losing 
his reputation as a football player.’ 


WXYZ 


‘Seems to have improved 
mensely in the past year or so.’ 

‘Stiff competition for WJR and 
wwi,’ 

‘If would cut down on its ‘speed’ 
drama could do itself a favor. Lone 
Ranger is an excellent production, 
but with the Green Hornet, etc., it 


wwi 

‘Paul Williams has lot to learn 
about natural delivery—he is too 
rigid.’ 

‘Lacking in symphonic music.’ 

*‘Well-balanced programs.’ 

‘Burns me up to see beautiful 
equipment going to waste.’ 

‘Portrays showmanagement to a 
high degree.’ . 

‘Auditorium finest local set-up.’ 

‘Newsmen know news, but lack 


im- 








radio voice.’ becomes galling. In this fast drama 


policy, WXYZ is not only misusing 
its talent but is typing them.’ 

‘Harry Golder is probably our best 
newscaster.’ 

‘Charm gal too mushy.’ 

‘For some reason WXYZ seems to 
be on the cocky side.’ 

‘Announcers lacking in sincerity 
when they whip through their spots 
—not that I demand they put heart 
and soul into each rendition but some 
interest in the product by the an- 
nouncer makes it more bearable for 
the listener.’ 

CKLW 

‘Very mediocre.’ 

‘Too much transcribed music, too 
much corn and too little variety.’ 

‘Good appeal for Canadians 
through contact with men overseas.’ 

‘For a large stativn a lot of small 
town boys.’ 

WIJILB 

‘Announcing not too good with the 
boys either passe or young, inexperi- 
enced.’ 

‘News on the hour appeals.” 

‘Announcing getting better — like 
old friends.’ 

‘Good job of giving American 
ideals and viewpoints to a foreign 
speaking element.’ 

‘‘Off the cuff’ technique deterio- 
rates into rambling.’ 

WJIBK 

‘Holds particular attention to our 
immigrant population.’ 

‘Language programs mean that 
WJBK does not have popular appeal.’ 

‘Twenty-four hour service impor- 
tant now with defense shifts.’ 

‘String of commercial spots dis- 
tasteful.’ 
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“Take us to London and Berlin” 


They visited with Churchill at 10 Downing 
Street. They looked into Hitler’s gaudy 


chancellery. They were in the East End 


lecture platform. 


jointly for the first time from the same 


WGAR sponsored this event for the benefit 


when the Stukas came over, and along the 


of the local Civilian Defense Fund. Citizens 


Wilhelmstrasse when the R.A.F. roared 


supported it generously and enthusiasti- 


back in reprisal. 


cally. For, like Americans everywhere, 


‘es, Clevelandets who went to Public Clevelanders are 


Music Hall on that recent memorable eve- 
ning heard a vivid description of wartime 


London and Berlin as WGAR presented 







Edward R. Murrow and William L. Shirer, 


radio’s famed foreign reporters, speaking 


BASIC STATION... COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM 
G. A. Richards, President ... John F. Patt, Vice President ard General Manager 


depending more than ever 


before on theiz radio stations to tell them 


when, where and how they can do their part. 


Edward Petry & Company, tnc. 
National Representative 





Centres 


anaes nce 






From The Production 


Continued from page 30. 

















. . . idea was originated by Samuel months ago, tut finally confirmed this 
week ... Pat-Kelly now producing KFRC’s ‘Breakfast Club’ and ‘Quiz of 
Two Cities,’ replacing Ben Harkins, now with the govt ... April 28 now 
set for baptism of NBC's new studios, with Jack Benny heading a flock 
of Hollywood guesters . .. Oakland boys much pleased over Bill Ryan’s 
gesture in bringing the KGO Blue gang over to meet them at lunch 
station’s rating is higher in Oakland than in Frisco, fact which Ryan isn’t 
overlooking . . . CBS gang in the Palace hotel can hardly wait for an air 
raid—because the Palace bar happens to be the hotel’s air raid shelter . . 
some aren’t even waiting for a raid .. . Harry LeRoy added to KQW’s 
staff to replace Lee Woods, who has shifted to NBC’s news room. . 
George Stuart and Ralph Kennedy, KQW engineers, conducting radio 
engineering courses at Santa Clara University for U. S. Office of Educa- 
tion’. .. Bill Ryan has added Clifford Ogden to KGO’s sales staff . ne 
comes up from KTMS, Santa Barbara... Al Nelson’s private kitchen and 
dining room in the new NBC building baptised with a special breakfast 
(16) for O. B. Hansen, NBC engineer just in from the east .. . appears 
now that KSFO will use the 17th floor of the Mark Hopkins hotel pending 
more elaborate remodeling originally planned .. . station beginning to 
move its equipment and is expected to let CBS have its studios by April 
15 ... CBS and KQW planning special events for the great day ... KPO 
press dept. announces at least ‘a score’ of complaints from listeners that 
there’s lots of static and too much noise on the station ‘since it started 
broadcasting from the new building’... although programs still originate 


in the old studios, and, of course, transmitter hasn’t been moved ... Har- 
vey Peterson (Ricardo) batoning a new transcontinental out of Frisco 
Saturdays ... it’s ‘Ricardo Time,’ pipéd via the. Red at 2:30 PWT... Marie 


Houlahan, CBS praiser, now making personal hinterland jaunts—and 
coming away with half-column publicity breaks in rural sheets. 


Don Thompson, now a writer-producer with NBC, was formerly dra- 
matic director for WHO, Des Moines. 


Oakland radio contacts are still talking about the KGO-Blue luncheon 
which came to them. Tossed by Bill Ryan to introduce the station staff, 
it’s believed the first time on record that a Frisco group has invited the 
trans-bay folks to a feed on their own grounds. Usually they’re usked to 
trek across the bridge to Frisco. Gesture was ample enough but the reac- 
tion has convinced the Blue gang that the Oakland market may be the 
springboard they’re seeking. 

Milton Samuel, Blue press chief, in town on a swing of Blue affiliates. ... 
Radio gang still chuckling over ‘nabbing’ of engineers George Stuart and 
William Wright near the KQW transmitter....Boys were making field 
tests when folks in the neighborhood get suspicious and notified author- 
ities the Japs had landed....fact they’re both six-footers apparently made 
no diff to alarmed citizenry....KFRC’s Phil Stearns, ex-actor newscaster, 
has picked up a new sponsor in Golden State Milk, using three quarters 
weekly at noon....same dairy also using Jim Doyle out of Hollywood at 
6:15 on Don Lee....Although John Laurence is now in the Navy, he still 
gets a chance to sing on KGO occasionally, billed as the ‘singing sailor’.... 
kis p.a.’s in uniform always pull a real hand...:Four Mutual newsmen 
have been lost in the wars, according to word at KFRC....Dolores 
Maurine Hiller, 16, Livermore, Cal., high school gal, chosen at auditions 
here as western rep in the NBC-Juilliard School of Music contest for new 
violinists....she’ll compete in the finals for a year’s scholarship under- 
written by NBC....KQW’s Judy Deane peddled two osculations at five 
bucks a smack during a defense bond sale here in which she got rid of 
$1,000 in stamps....George Wright, 2l-year-old organists, gets spot left 
vacant at KFRC by Elbert LaChelle, now in Naval service at San Diego 
--»-KPO will try agricultural news at 6 a.m. Monday through Friday, 
starting this week, with Eddie King voicing the rural chat.... 


IN HOLLYWOOD... 


Tue RApio TRADE 1s Discussinc: Failure of morale programs to call 
the sons-of-appeasers by their right names—Don Lee Network’s flat 
ban on any news item credited to an Axis source and going without the 
story if there is no United Nations version available—that continuing 
headache, ‘Junior Miss.’ 








Bill Von Zehle being moved back to New York to handle, MCA clients 
for radio there. Coast radio hates to lose a nice guy like him. He'll work 
back east with Hal Hackett....George Moskovics brought George Harsh- 
barger into his sales promotion department at KNX....Femme stock 
players organized Radio Women’s War Relief to knit and get up gift pack- 
ages for the lads in campa Most active are Verno Felton, Sara Berner, 
Martha Tilton, Lurene Tuttle, Mrs. Sanford Barnett and Violet McKie.... 
NBC’s Sid Strotz and John Swallow to Seattle for KGW’s 20th anrriversary~ 
gala....Jerry Lester concluding a year on Kraft Music Hall and going on 
a tour of theatres....Bill Baker, General Foods account exec for Benton 
& Bowles, here to talk over summer plans for Maxwell House Time with 
Mann Holiner....Lud Gluskin, Coast music director for CBS, awaiting a 
call to duty as commander in naval aviation. He was a navigator in the 
last war....Charles Beardsley, prez of Miles Laboratories, looking in on 
his firm’s Coast shows....Mary Martin picked up for another 13 weeks 
on Kraft Music Hall....Bob Karll in from Chicago to do his last acting 
stint on NBC before changing over to* O.D....KNX building a new 
comedy show around Jacqueline DeWitt, recent arrival from the East. 
Al Span produces....Fletcher Wiley takes his last bounce for Campbell 
soups April 3....Frances Scully withdrew as NBC fashion ed here to 
devote full time to her two Blue network programs. Martha Sherwin took 
over, with Ray Schultz handling photos....Two nags from Chet Lauck’s 
(Lum of L & A) stable paid fancy prices in winning at Hot Springs. 
‘Lum’s Pride’ will leg it in the Kentucky Derby....John Greene, who 
scripts the ‘Blondie’ show in New York, in town to meet the characters.... 
Bill Thompson paraded through the Brown Derby playing bagpipes, an 
annual St. Patrick’s Day custom with the versatile ‘Fibber and Molly’ 
comic——Victor Borge got an option lift on Kraft....Ruth Barnard quit 
Don Lee after eight years as traffic manager to go into war work... .Paul 
Henning recovered from his long illness and is back on Dick Mack's Seal- 
test writing staff. 


The ONeills 


BY JANE WEST 











Radios Most Popular Family 
FOR 8 YEARS 


Now Available for New Sponsorship 


Mgt. ED WOLF RKO Bidg. 


New York City 
HOLLYWOOD OFFICE 


6912 HOLLYWOOD BLVD. 
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Inside Stuff—Radio vties ¢/Lrskine Caldw I ’ 
P 
cme 7 ; switt ine e OSCOW $ 
+ Argentine Activities $ 
Lereeeeeeeeeeeeeseseeees F ° 
such, New York, ls to announce this week to tis Unters that henee-| ‘BY RAY JOSEPHS 24-Hour Programs Under Bombings 
? forth studio audiences for its radio programs will be required to buy ad- Buenos Aires, March 17. 
mission with various foodstuffs, which will be turned over to the new; Farmacia Franco-Inglesa, which 
American Theatre Wing Canteen. Latter was opened recently to provide | Claims to be the world’s largest drug 
free meals and entertainment to service men. store, inaugurates series on Radio El| Russian radio announcers often | spondents and officers who had been , 
station doesn’t know yet what it will ask as admission to broadcasts, |Mundo (LR1) daily at 2:30. Snow | carry portable microphones into the | at the front. a7 
; That will be determined by what foodstuffs the Canteen lacks. Spot an- | Stars Silvio Spaventa and company midst of military battles, giving lis- | . Describing foreign broadcasts, - 
j nouncements will inform listeners-prospective audiences what to bring. in dramatization of ‘E] Audaz’ (‘The ry / 8 & Caldwell gave an example of what i 
Audacious One’), original by Julian | temers the orders of officers, the}, commissar might say to German F 
‘This Is War’ has an arrangement whereby various newspapers around Gimenez ‘Sastre. Franco-Inglesa,| shouts and sounds of fighting. Er-| mothers. ‘Mrs. So and So, your son, : 
the country receive the weekly radio manuscript in advance an.. illustrate which unlike U.S. drug stores, has} skine Caldwell, the novelist-news- | Fritz. was killed yesterday on Such - 
) the basic idea week by week from stock photographs in their own local | 20 sodas, sandwiches or other stand- aperman who recently returned | 24 Such battlefield because he was ; 
. newspaper morgue. Allen Meltzer handles publicity for the program, | ard U.S. drug store stuff, just begin- pap “ y ; a tool of Hitler. He foolishly fought ; 
‘ which is financed by the four networks. ning to use radio in a big way. from the Soviets, revealed something | instead of deserting and coming over 
i Dailies giving a weekly photographic splash include Detroit Free Press, — of ‘special events’ a la U.S.S.R. in/|to us. Hitler—not we—killed him. : 
; Chicago args = hat deter amr ay — oa Herald, Memphis Fe nye 3 be gps vel with ee a broadcast last week (15) for the But it you have another son pt he 
Commercial Appeal, Richmond Times, New Yor . eto (LS2) for long-term contrac , ny F , is sent here, the same thing wi 
" beginning in April. ype niet on as acne happen to him. Don’t let him be 
: WOR, New York, was victorious in a suit for alleged unfair competi- _s ee oscow Tra lh oe casting contin- | sent’ Once a commissar broadcast 
l tion against William W. Orloff in the N. Y. federal court recently when Ernani Broga, Brazilian pianist- | ued 24 hours daily right through the |so heartrending a plea to German 
) Judge Murray Hulbert issued an injunction preventing the defendant conductor on Radio Argentina (LR2) | worse Nazi bombings. Studios were | mothers that he had even the Rus- 
t from using the name ‘W. O. R. Printing Co.’ for ‘Hore del Brazil,’ locally pro-| two depths below sireet level in an- | sians crying. 
i No damages were awarded by the court and costs were equally divided duced Brazil boosting program. moe age cP very predicament. 
e : sande : : ai aldwell: 
| tween both sides. Defendant operated a printing establishment in N. Y. : rpg . ‘ 
m = Bamberger complained the public was deceived into believing he Phillips Milk of Magnesia program Air raids and all, ('d be broad- CHARLES O’CONNOR DIES 
O ‘as associated with its radio station. on Radio Belgrano (LR3) drawin,| casting from a studio which looked 
; aed raps from local critics for over|like a padded cell. Mattresses | Had Successful Career as Announcer 
pas “ emphasis on talk. Show stars Mecha | around all the walls and on the door. —Widow Former Rockette 
Gloria Wood, a venta Bag parig we Is hele = oe Ortiz and Pedro Laxali, with script|The microphone would shake, the 
* who, with her Don Juans, is a Horace Heidt turn. Both girls used WBZ, |}, pr. pedro Miguel Obligado. table would shake, and the glass| Charles O’Connor, announcer on 
Boston, for springboard and were taught by their mother, the former through which I could see the men | various Philip Morris programs until 
| Gertrude Anderson, who sang — ena — son 2 Jack,’ one of| Radio Stentor (LS8) has added|in the control room would rattle. last fall, died suddenly March 17 at 
t, radio's first popular quartets. Girls are from Arlington, Mass. Nelida Rumbo, pop Argentine singer.| A huge demolition bomb had landed | his home at Douglaston, L. lL He 
e Ras ; nearby. The men in the control | was 30. He is survived by his wife, 
° Sammie hill, network radio actress in New York, was divorced in U. S. jazz featured by Gran Con-| room would grin at me, wave their | the former Emily Ryan, at one time 
me Memphis (9) by Thomas Lee Land, non-pro, whom she marriec June 17, | dal cigarettes on Radio Mitre (LR6)| hands to indicate that the broad-/a captain of the Radio City Music 
e 1935, at Hernando, Miss., on charges she deserted him Jan. 15, 1940, to go | Sunday night show at the peak hour | casting facilities were still intact and | Hall Rockettes, and a five-year-old 
to New York and take up a career in radio and dramatics. of 8:30. Stars Augustin Magaldi.|I’d continue.’ son. 
e comic, with imitations of screen and To make up the 24-hour radio After seme experience in stock, 
d Phil Baker is on the jump Sunday night between his own Take-It-or- | radio personalities. schedule the Russians used radio | O'Connor joined NEC in 1931 at the 
id Leave-It radio show (CBS) and doubling into Clifford C. Fischer’s ‘Priori- nas plays especially written by their |age of 20, the youngest announcer 
re ties, vaude show at the 46th St. theatre, N. Y., which also has a Sunday | Tangee, U.S. lipstick, opens series| best playwrights, poetry, marching | ever hired by the company. He was 
le night performance. on Mundo Mondays, Wednesdays and | songs, talks and episodes of heroism, | noted as an unusually versatile 
r, Fridays, at 3:45 p.m. Uses critic of|in addition to the broadcasting of | spieler, being particularly facile at ad 
rs Sam Gill, who joins Lord & Thomas agency, New York, as director of daily ‘El Mundo’ and Valentina, who actual battles from the front—all|lib descriptions and fill-ins. His 
at research, has been identified with the C. A. B. and with Life’s continuing | writes for the ‘Editorial Haynes.’| designed to keep up the people’s| earnings were formerly very big. 
ill study of readership. L. & T. has not had a research director of late. Bob | Horacio Zelada as speaker. Zully| morale. There were also numerous | Joining Philip Morris in 1937. he 
ee : Leding and Sam Miiler previously handled this assignment. Moreno, local firm starlet, was guest | shortwave broadcasts. developed a highly individual] style 
on artist on the opener. Russians can’t listen to foreign |of drawling informality in reading 
es ws Charles C. Shaw, news editor of station KTSA, San Antonio, spoke on RE broadcasts, because when Germany | commercials, which presently be- 
ns ‘Religion and the Axis’ from the pulpit of the Woodlawn Methodist ‘Dayrico,’ an English butter and| invaded Russia, the Soviet Govern- | came identified with the product, 
Ww church at the regular Sunday evening services on March 22. dairy product firm, opens pop mu-| ment took all individual radios away | However, he never used it on his oc- 
g y g 
rT RIP. ES ; sical program on Belgrano Tuesdays| from the people. They hear offi-|casional outside assignments nor 
ve Old Gold program (Bert Wheeler-Herbert Marshall) transfer to CBS land Fridays at 7:30. Orks include| cial broadcasts through each apart- | after he left Philip Morris last fall 
of : followed, by a short period, the transfer of salesman Don Roberts from the | Francisco Lomuto, Roberto Zerilio,| ment house in Moscow having a cen- | to free-lance. 
aft ; Blue to CBS. He serviced J. Walter Thompson for both webs. Felisano Bruneilli, Pedro Laurenz | tral radio set. At the time of the Japanese at- 
go |and Raul Marengo. Caldwell obtained the material for | tack on Pearl Harbor, O’Connor re« 
'y, There’s no advertising on the British radio stations, but Scott and Whaley his own broadcasts from official | turned to NBC to help out tempo- 
} in ‘Kentucky Minstrels’ recently advised use of Owbridge’s Lung Tonic, Chilean radio star Gaucho Romero | handouts, from personal observation j rarily, but left again after a few 
f a much publicized British cough cure. now visiting Argentina. and sometimes from Russian corre- weeks to free-lance. 
SD 
[ 
F 
ti 
| 
= | j ouge in Washington, D.C. ? 
¢ lV / & a) 
sn Fa . 
ck r-| 
“ke 
er, 4 
i 
on 
fon 
‘ith 
ya 
the é ‘ a ‘ 
on _ s no forest of smokestacks in the Nation’s Capital but rE 
eks Pq 
ing 229 that brick building two blocks long, down near the Union 4 
ew | 
vi Station, is no industrial bantam. . 
te It’s the Government Printing Office, the largest printing 
“k's ' . , 
ngs. plant in the world. Day and night, 7,400 persons are employed” 
vho 
iam on its acres upon acres of floors. The monthly payroll is just a 
an 
ww whisker more than one and one-half million dollars. 
yul 
- The GPO is only one of many “industrial” operations in 
eai- 
Washington, where approximately 200,000 men and women 
7 are now on the Federal payroll. 
Thousands of newcomers to Washington find their radio sets 
4 the common denominator between homes just left and a new 
: community. More than 85,000 new employees will come here 
y in 1942. They will rely on the friendly, familiar counsel of CBS 
T q and the warm, mew friendliness of WJSV. In Washington—buy 
{ Columbia’s 50 Kilowatt WJSV. 
i *The GPO employs as many men and women in a mechanical capacity alone as 
the total payrolls of three of the nation’s leading publishers combined. 
y 4 y WASHINGTON’S 50,000 WATT STATION 
). 4 Owned and operated by CBS. Represented nationally by Radio Sales: 5 
5 
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$95,000 of Frisco Municipal Funds 


Earmarked for Opera Company, 


Unions Pr 


San Francisco, March 24. 

The City of San Francisco has laid 
aside $325,000 for publicity purposes 
and $45,000 of this sum will go to the 
San Francisco Symphony orchestra 
and $25,000 to the San Francisco 
Opera Co. These sums assure sea- 
gons for both organizations. 

Granting of the money represents 
a victory for the San Francisco 
unions, which went to the govern- 
ment of the city and demanded funds 
for the continuation of the opera. 
Season, under the direction of Gae- 
tano Merola, gets under way in late 
September and runs 10 weeks in 
San Francisco, Los Angeles and 
neighboring cities. It was the first 
time unions have ever gone to bat 
for a theatrical venture and their 
victory may have similar reper- 
cussions in other cities where .opera 
and symphony concerts are threat- 
ened. 


Concert Theatre, N.Y. 
Using 36-Man Orchestra 
For Its Experiments 


The Concert Theatre, formerly 
the Filmarte of N. Y. will have two 
permanent conductors in its initial 
Spring season. These will be Dr. 
Otto Klemperer and Laszlo Halasz, 
the latter musical and artistic di- 
rector of the St. Louis Opera Co. 
The orchestra to be presented will 
be known as the Concert orchestra 
and wili consist of 36 men. 


Klemperer will stress orchestral 
programs with distinguished guest 
soloists of vocal and instrumental 
reknown, while Halasz will present 
operatic personalities with programs 
to be presented on Mondays of each 
week. Elisabeth Schumann and 
Sondra Bianca are the soloists on 
Klemperer’s first program on April 
13, while on April 20 ‘Don Giovanni’ 
in concert form will be given by 
Anne Roselle, Margit Bokor, Felix 








Knight, Jess Walters, Carlos Alex-| the Little Symphony of N. Y. (1940). 


ander and Gerhard Pechner. A tour 
of the orchestra with soloists for 
next year is being planned. 








Chiesa, Thibault Jointly 
Replace Ezio Pinza 


Memphis, March 24. 
A joint concert by Vivien Della 
Chiesa and Conrad Thibault replaces 


the Ezio Pinza booking on the Bee- | 


thoven Club’s annual 
series for next season. 
Pinza, Metropolitan basso, was an- 


Civic Musi¢ 


nounced as one of four artists dat- | 
ings for next year only 24 hours be- | 


fore the FBI grabbed him in New 
York on alien investigation char 
Local Club immediately cancelled 
the booking. 


BACCALONI’S SCHEDULE 


Number of U.S.0. Dates Included 
—Set Well Into 1943 

Salvatore Bacealoni. Met opera 
comic basso winds up his present 
season on the road with the Met 
April 24. He will rest for six weeks 
during which time he will make six 
records for Columbia. 

On July 1, he will start a one| 


month tour of U.S.O. camps and on 
Aug 1, he starts across country giv- 
ing individual concerts before ar- 
tiving in San Francisco for the open- 
ing of the opera season in Septem- 
ber. From there he goes to Chicago 
for that season and back to the Met, 
if it opens. He takes a six weeks 
leave of absence Jan. 8 to Feb. 15 
for the continuation of his operatic 
¢oncerts which are seliing next year 
between $2,500-$3,000 against the 
$1,750 to $2,000 this season. He will 
ee 21 performances in the six 
eeks. He is dropping ‘L’Elisir 
D’Amore,’ and will substitute ‘Barber 
Seville’ in its place, while carry- 
ng the ‘Boris’ and ‘Don Pasquale,’ 
Yella Pessl, harpsichordist, 
a completed a series of Bach and 
carlatti recordings for RCA Victor. 





has | 


essured the City 


+ 





Philharmonic’s 100th 





On April 2, 1942, the N. Y. 
Philharmonic, oldest orchestra 
in the U. S., will celebrate the 
100th year of its founding. The 
program scheduled will have 
Herbert Janssen, Met baritone, 
as principal soloist with the 
Westminster Choir; Meg Mundy, 
soprano, and Saida Knox, con- 
tralto, also soloists. 

The date cf the first Phil- 
harmonic Concert, Dec. 7, 1842, 
Beethover.’s Fifth Symphony 
which was used, will be re- 
peated. . 


MET UNCERTAIN 
OF NEXT YEAR 


The Metropohtan Opera Co. will 
issue no contracts to any of its artists 
until next November. Since its sea- 
son generally gets under way that 
month, this will mark the latest sign- 
ing of artists in its history. 

It is still undecided whether the 
company will be able to have a sea- 
son next year since the losses 
sustained this year have left it in 
the red with no operating capital 
available. It is deemed unwise to at- 
|tempt another public appeal at this 
|time. Met board meets in late May 
| to make a final decision after the re- 
| turn from the tour. 


| 


‘SAIDENBERG UNVEILING 


| 

















| DENVER LITTLE SYMPH) 





Denver, March 24. 
| Daniel Saidenberg’s third orches- 
| tra, the Saidenberg Little Symphony 
| of Denver, will premiere April 7 at 
| the Broadway theatre. 
His other two orchestras were the 
| Chicago Symphonietta (1936) and 


| MET LINE-UP IN DALLAS 


| 

| Five Operas in Four Days for Ex- 

| pected Sell-Out 

| s 

Dallas, March 24. 
Five operas in four days will be 

here 











by the 
fourth 
| April 15-18 inclusive. 


given 
} 


'Opera in 


Metropolitan 


its annual season, 
Complete sell- 
out is predicted for the run, which 
will attract entire 
dipping down to 


Mexico City for avid opera fans. 


audience from 


southwest, even 


Included for presentation this year 
are ‘Lucia di ‘Don 
Giovanni,’ ‘Carmen,’ and ‘Il 
Barbiere di Siviglia.’ 
| Lily Pons and Jan Peerce, two of 


Lammermoor,’ 
‘Aida,’ 


| Southwest’s favorites, will make 
‘Lucia di Lammermoor,’ opening 
presentation to be conducted by 
Ettore Panizza. Ezio Pinza, Rose 
Bampton and Josephine Antoine will 
be in ‘Don Giovanni’ set for April | 
16, Paul Breisack conducting, and 
Wilfred Pelletier will conduct Bizet 
work April 17 with Lily Djanel, 
Raoul Jobin and John Brownlee in 
top roles. 

Panizza will conduct afternoon 


| 

|performance of Aida April 18 with 
|John Gurney, Bruna Castagna and 
| Stella Roman heading cast. Series 
|closes with evening performance of 
‘Il Barbiere di Siviglia’ conducted 
by Frank St. Leger with Salvatore 
Baccaloni, Bidu Sayao, John Charles 
Thomas, Pinza, singing stellar roles. 





Claude Lapham’s Score 


Claude Lapham wrote the score 
for the Greek drama, ‘Iphigenia,’ 
which is being presented at Ma- 
thews Hall, Columbia University, 
this week. .The .music is based on 
the Greek Dorian and Mixylodian 
scales. 

Dr. .Milton Smith, head of the 
| university's drama department, is 
the producer. 











N. Y. Concert Reviews 


JOHN CHARLES THOMAS 
Baritone 
Town Hall, N. Y., Marela 17, 1942 
Veteran baritone, after almost 
three decades before the public, still 
retains enough of his lyric quality 
and big resonant tones to captivate 
an audience. Whether it be the long 
flowing legato and smooth top tones, 
or the savage bite to his more dra- 
matic works, his impeccable diction 
and excellent training stand him in 
good stead. A capacity audience de- 
manded and received close to a dozen 
enccres. Eddy. 











The N. Y. daily critics said: 

Tribune (Boehm): ‘Demonstrated 
that from the purely technical aspect 
he still seeks his peer among present 
day baritones. Tonal production to 
the point of perfection.’ ; 

Times (Straus): ‘Evening of dis- 
tinguished vocalism...Subtlest atten- 
tion to minute details...keenest in- 
sight...rich resonant tones. ..fresh at 
the end as at the beginning.’ 


JOSEF HOFMANN 
Pianist 
Carnegie Hail, N. ¥Y., March 22, 1942 
The 65-year-old piayist, now in his 
55th successive year before the 
American public, was suffering from 
a terrific cold for this, his only ap- 
pearance of the year. Despite some 
weariness that hampered the terrific 
power he is capable of summoning, 
his exquisite playing of Chopin was 
about the finest heard in N. Y. this 
sezson. Showed his usual exquisite 
phrasing, smooth flowing legato and 
crystal tone. Eddy. 


The N. Y. daily critics said: 

Times (Straus)—‘Playing was as 
amazing as it ever has been in ex- 
quisitely shaded, limpid, singing tone 
of unsurpassable loveliness as well 
as in subtle poetry.’ 

Tribune (Boehm )—‘Disclosed flash- 
es of the true virtuoso of other days. 
Occasion not one to be treasured 
among more memorable ones.’ 





YARA BERNETTE 
Pianiste 
Town Hall, N. Y., March 17, 1942 
Yara Bernette, 22-year-old Brazil- 
ian girl pianiste, demonstrated amaz- 
ing skill and sensitive touch together 
with a great style. Interpretative 
ability was tha: expected of a far more 
mature musician. A light, almost fra- 
gile touch, together with great 
strength and power and with no 
break to the melodic line, a flawless 
haunting tone and complete control 
were among her accomplishments. 
Eddy. 





The N. Y. daily critics said: 

Tribune (Lawrence): ‘Unheralded 
excellence... beautiful quality of tone 
impeccable technique...sensitive 
approach. ..lovely presence. ..tre- 
mendous talent.’ 

Times (Parmenter): ‘Fiery persua- 
sive interpretator...highly devel- 
oped technique...big line; note- 
worthy beauty of tone.’ 








IRENE ROSENBERG 
Pianiste 
Tewn Hall, March 21, 1942 

Blessed with intelligence and abil- 
ity, Irene Rosenberg, 15-year-old 
pianiste, proved one of the best of 
the juvenile invaders of the sea- 
son’s recitalists. She has imagination, 
brilliant tonal quality, shadime-and 
dynamic control, and a digital facil- 
ity at bravura worthy of many a 
famous artist. 

Program had a tendency to slow 
down, which was not the artists fault, 
but those who advised her to choose 
works that produced this effect. The 
child bears careful watching for she 
may be headed for the top. 

Eddy. 


The N. Y. daily critics said: 

Tribune (Lawrence): ‘Substantial 
technique and ably molded contracts 
of tone—real talent.’ 

Times (Straus): ‘Inborn aptitude 
for the keyboard. Playing accurate, 





|clean and transparent. Unusual tech- 





nical facility 
and rhythm.’ 


HUMPHREY DOULENS 
INTO ARMY S00 


Humphrey LDoulens, personal rep- 
resentative for Nelson Eddy, Lily 
Pons and Grace Moore, and member 
of the Metropolitan Musical Bureau 
branch of Columbia Concerts Corp., 
will be inducted into th- army in 
April. Doulens was a former mem- 
ber of the Citizens Military Train- 
ing Corps. 

He has been secretary of the Mili- 
ta.j Training Camps Association of 
Fairfield County, Conn. 








Johann Strauss’ opera, ‘Die Fie- 
dermaus,’ will be given its first 
N. Y. performance in several years 
at the Pythian Temple in West 70th 
street, April 11 and 12. - Rudolf 
Stoltz will conduct, and Margit 
Bokor of the Vienna State Opera, 
and Desi Halban, daughter of Selma 
Kurtz, one of Austria’s greatest 





singers, will appear, 


sure control of color | 





a 


Cincy Opera’s Stunt 
Cincinnati, March 24. 


The Cincinnati Summer Opera 
Association has invited radio 
stations throughout the country 
to organize and conduct ‘Aria 
Auditions’ with the reward to be 
a six weeks season here at pro- 
fessional salary for 12 different 
regional winners starting June 
15. 

Run-offs should occur between 
April 28-30. 


SET BOOKINGS. 
WELL AHEAD 


Already set on. the programs of 
the Pittsburgh Symphony for next 
season are Robert Casadesus, Nov. 
27 dnd 29, Jascha Heifetz, Dec. 4 
and 6, Rudolph Serkin, Oct. 30 and 
Nov. 1, Henri Temianka, Nov. 6 and 
8, and Vronsky and Babin, Nov. 13 
and 15. 

Columbia Concerts Corp. which 
handles the above named artists has 
also booked Nelson Eddy, Lily Pons, 
Vronsky and Babin and Albert 
Spalding with the National Sym- 
phony of Washington on th®“1942-438 
Yale University Course and has 
Eddy, Zino Francescatti, Josef Hof- 
mann, Helen Jepson and the General 
Platoff Cossack Chorus with the 
University of Washington in Seattle. 

Some otherg set recently for the 
1942-43 season are Heifetz and Eddy 
with Harry Zelser, concert buyer of 
Chicago, Casadesus, Francescatti and 
Heifetz with the Rochester Civic 
Music Association, and Heifetz, Paul 
Robeson, Bartlett and Robertson, 
Rudolf Kirkusny, Marcel Hubert, 
Kurt Baum and Serkin and Busch 
on the Y.M.H.A, course in N. Y. 


11 MET OPERA NAMES 
FOR SOUTH AMERICANS 


South America’s opera. season 
opening in Buenos Aires on May 20 
with ‘Ballo in Maschera’ and run- 
ning to the end of September, in- 
cluding a season at Rio, will fea- 
ture 11 Metropolitan Opera artists, 
the largest number to go since the 
Met started to send people down 
‘several years ago: 

Those to go will be Rose Bamp- 
ton to the Teatro Colon in Buenos 
Aires and not to Rio, Bruna Cas- 
tagna to both hkouses, Frederick 
Jagel to both, Raoul Jobin to both, 
Leonard Warren to both, Zinka 
Milanov to both, Norina Greco to 
both, Norman Cordon to ..Buenos 
Aires, Lauritz Melchior the same, 
Irene Jessner the same, and Bidu 
Sayao still pending on both. Some 
additions may be made. How the 
artists are to get there is a problem, 
since planes are out, Government 
priorities having taken them over, 


























and the singers will not risk ships. 
Norina Greco only got a plane 
|March 13 by wiring Cordell Hull 
| direct, and by the intervention of 
her manager, J. J. Vincent, Silvio 
Piergili of Rio, and the South 
| American government. 

This may not work in all cases. 


Good Music for Comps 


Fort Devens, Mass., March 24. 


Led by Arthur Fiedler, conductor 
of the ‘Pops’ and Esplanade Con- 
certs in Boston, 66 members of the 
Boston Symphony Orchestra visited 
Fort Devens for a concert sponsored 
by the soldiers and sailors commit- 
tee, and attended by over 1,200 sol- 
diers, 

Jean Bedetti, ‘cellist, and Jesus 
— Sanroma, pianist, were solo- 
sts. 

This was the fourth of a series of 
‘Symphonies for Soldiers’ at Fort 
Devens, but the first appearance of 
this group here. Plans are under- 
way for similar concerts at Camp 
Edwards, and other New England 
cantonments, ' 














Women’s Music Appreciation’ Ahead 
Of Concerts Puts Series Into the Black 





Canton, O., March 24. 
For the first time in its five-year 
history the Canton Symphony Or. 
chestra Association will end its sea. 


so. in the black, according to James 
M. Aungst, association president. In 
previous years ii was necessary for 
the association to pay off its annual 
deficits with the proceeds of patron 
noney pledged for the next season, 
but next season the orchestra will 
be able to operate on a pay-as-you- 
g’ basis. 

Creation of a women’s division, 
in charge of music appreciation 
hours started this year, was credited 
for the success of the current season. 
They held discussions Sunday pre- 
ceding the Wednesday concerts. 

Richard W. Oppenheim has been 
director ard conductor of the 65- 
member orchestra since its inception, 





Leonard Warren Flies to 
Buenos Aires May 10 for 
Operatic Appearances 





Leonard Warren, 30-year-old Met- 
ropolitan Opera baritone, has been 
signed to open the Buenos Aires 
opera season on May 20, singing Re- 
nato in ‘Ballo in Maschera.’ Singer 
leaves by plane May 10 and arrives 
May 15 with his wife. 

Among other operas in which he 
will appear are ‘Rigoletto,’ ‘Aida,’ 
‘Traviata,’ ‘Simon Boccanegra’ and 
‘Trovatore.’ 





Not Worth While Suing 
That Quentin Reynolds 


Pittsburgh, March 24. 


May Beegle, local concert im- 
presario, has decided to drop con- 
templated suit against Quentin Rey- 
nolds for his failure to appear at 
Carnegie “Jall for wind-up of pro- 
gram. Original January date was 
shoved back to March 17 when bu- 
reau booking Reynolds informed 
Miss Beegle that he wouldn't be 
back from Egypt by then but would 
be available this month. Week ago 
she was informed he couldn’t make 
it. Decision to abandon suit was 
made because amount of damages 
would be hard to prove inasmuch 
as a substitute lecturer was ob- 
tained, Jay Allen. 

It was the second disappointment 
in the Town Hall series this year. 
Iliness forced Clare Booth to can- 
cel at last minute several months 
ago and Ilka Chase came in to re- 
place her. : 


MET AUDITION WINNERS 


Cary, Margaret Harshaw, Frances 
Greer, Harvout, Get $1,000 Each 








Concluding its seventh season of 
sponsorship of the Metropolitan 
Opera Auditions of the Air, the 
Sherwin-Williams Paint Co. added 
four more of the contestants to ap- 
pear on-its program of the roster 
of the Metropolitan. Elwood Gary, 
tenor, Margaret Harshaw, contralto, 
Frances Greer, soprano and Clifford 
Harvuot, baritone, were the winners. 


’ . - . ’ 
Gary, sang ‘E Lucevan le Stelle 
from ‘Tosca’ showing a clear but 
somewhat nasal lyric tenor, with 


good top notes. Both ‘A’s had plenty 
of ring befiind them, and the tem- 
perament in his singing indicated 
he is a prospect to watch. Miss 
Harshaw disclosed a contralto with 
some difficulty making the low ‘A’ 
flat in ‘Amor viens aider’ from 
‘Samson’ audible. The top ‘G’ was 
ok. Frances Greer displayed a qual- 
ity much like that of Luerezia Bori, 
and with a firm ringing clarity to 
the top ‘B’ in the Musetta Waltz 
from ‘Boheme.’ Clifford Harvuot 
showed a powerful baritone of good 
quality in the unhackneyed ‘Zaza, 
piccola zingara’ from ‘Zaza,’ but the 
range of the aria did not disclose 
whether he possesses adequate top 
tones or not. 

All four received the customary 
$1,000 checks from the sponsor and 
concluded with a hodge-podge of 8 
‘Martha’ quartet in English. 





Miklos tozsa, Hungarian com- 
poser, who composed and conducted 
the score for Alexander Korda’s 
‘Jungle Book’, arrived in N.Y. March 
19 to record the music for RCA- 
Victor. 
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~ Carry Draft Cards at All Times! 


Outlying Roadhouses Seek 





Police officials and FBI agents issued a warning last week to all 
draft eligible musicians and entertainers coming to Philadelphia to 
pring along registration cards and keep them on their person or face 


being tossed into the hoosegow. 


The cops and the G-men bave teamed up in a drive against possible 
draft evaders and are forcing all ‘suspicious’ males to produce their 
draft cards on demand. Failure to have the pasteboards on their 
person has resulted in the jugging of hundreds of men in the past 
It means a night in the clink, a hearing before a 
U. S. commissioner, and you can’t get out until the card is produced as 
or your draft board back home is checked thoroughly. 

Last Saturday night two downtown niteries were raided by state 
liquor control board agents for after-hour sales. Every one was or- 
dered to produce their draft cards. A half dozen musicians pleaded 
that their cards were at their hotels in their other suits. But their 
pleas fell on deaf ears. They had to spend the night in a cell. 


St. Louis Union Bars Free Camp Dates; 


couple of weeks. 





Philadelphia, March 24. 





Roadhouses within the New York 
area, but far enough away to make 
a trip to them a fairly long drive, 
are already beginning to ponder the 
tire, and particularly the gasoline 
situation. Such name band danceries 
Frank Dailey’s Meadowbrook, 
Glen Island Casino, Log Cabin, and 
Blue Gardens, will be hit hard in the 
event of a serious gasoline shortage. 


Dailey and the owners of Glen 
Island have been mulling methods 
of keeping their spots alive, the for- 
mer a bus line from central Mont- 
clair, about three or four miles away. 
Montclair is the nearest town of any 
size and a terminal for public bus 
lines that run into and connect with 
lines from other parts of northern 
New Jersey. Glen Island owners 


ice from the Bronx. Fordham Road, 





(SI to Clear All Service Bookings have been thinking about a taxi serv- 


St. Louis, March 24, 

Cuffo personals of name bands at 
the Service Men’s Center, an enter- 
tainment spot operated by the USO 
for soldiers in the Municipal Audi- 
torium here, has been banned by 
AFM, Local No. 2.. Last week the 
local refused to permit a band to 
play without charge. Discussing the 
situation, Al G. Schott, business rep- 
resentative of the local, said, ‘The 
union is willing to do its part but 
the load is getting too heavy for 
us to carry alone.’ 

Explaining hat the revenue of 
tooters has been serious], reduced 
py the war, Schott declared that ‘the 
nusicians cannot provide free music 
all the time’. He said the union has 
decided to stop cuffo music until 
some arrangement can be made by 
which its members car earn a fair 
salary. Powell B. McHaney, chair- 
man of the USO committee, which 
operated the ‘“Tenter, declared the 
organization is without funds from 
which to pay orchs. 





To Roate All Cuffes 


+ the focal point of that borough, is 





Camp Shows, Inc., will nave full | 


say in the future over the charity 
work of orchestras connected with 
any of the various leading booking 
agencies. At last week’s meeting be- 
tween CSI officials and agency ex- 
ecutives it was unanimously agreed 
by the leaders who attended by re- 
quest that henceforth all requests 
to play charity dates will be referred 
to CSI. Letters asking for confirma- 
tion of the rule were sent to leaders 
on the road. 

From the leaders and managers 
who were able to show up it was 
learned that many more bands than 
was at first thought had played, or 
agreed to play, without pay for vari- 
ous charity organizations. Many of 
the dates, if played, could conceiv- 
ably cut into the receipts of regular- 
ly operated promotions operated by 
men who make possible a band’s ex- 
istence. This is the prime reason for 
the CSI’s asking leaders to allow 
that agency to route charity dates. 
They, and the agencies, want to see 
deserving charities helped, but at 


dance operators who have a big 
stake in ballrooms, etc., that they 
run, 


Ella Fitzgerald Goes 
Along with Trio Only 
After Present Band Tour 


Ella Fitzgerald’s current road trip 
with her band will be the last she'll 
take accompanied by that outfit. Be- 
ginning July 1 the singer will be 
backed by an instrumental-vocal trio 
called the Three Keys, composed of 
Piano, guitar and string bass. She 
has made her first Decca recordings 
with the trio, which will be released 
in about a month, 

Her band, under arranger-leader 
Ernie Barefield, will continue in op- 


“a under Moe Gale, manager of 
oth. 











McEachren on Own 


Murray McKEachren, who 
the modern band, is stepping away 
from ‘his current slot with Paul 
Whiteman to set up a combination of 
his own. William Morris agency, 
which handles Whiteman also, will 
book McEachren. 

Before he went with Whitefnan, 
McEachren was for years a member 
of Glen Gray's Casa Lomans. 


th ; : ae t | Wes as they were even two weeks 
2 nS Se: Sey Weis ee proces | ago. Blackouts of all lights easily 
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; plays | tunity to see and hear the booking 
Practically every instrument used in | outfit’s newer bands. 





|complete blackout, 


about the same distance away as 
Montclair from Meadowbrook. 


There isn’t much that can save 
Log Cabin and Blue Gardens. Both 
are a good distance from White 
Plains or any other Westchester 
County community capable of suffi- 
cient patronage. 


DECCA’S SOCKO 
$781,050 NET 
FOR 1941 


Decca Record earnings hit an all 
time high for the year ending Dec. 
31, 1941. 
vision for normal and excess profits 


WEEK’S BEST RELEASES 


Benny Goodman: ‘My Little 
Cousin’-‘Zoot Suit’ (Okeh 6606). 
Solid-beat adaptation of Jewish 
melody, ‘Cousin’ is sure-fire. 
Peggy Lee vocal. 

Dinah Shore: ‘Goodnight Cap- 
tain Curly-Head’-‘Skylark’ (Blue. 
11473). Both sides first-rate; 
‘Skylark’, new pop, has an edge. 

Artie Sha °: ‘Sometimes I Feel 
Like Motherless Child’-‘Just Kid- 
din’ Around’, (Vic. 27806). ‘Kid- 
din’, instruniental, is Shaw’s best 
in months; rhythmic stuff solid 
for boxes. 

Horace Heidt: ‘Lamplighter’s 
Serenade’-‘Caissons Go Rolling’, 
(Col. 36536). Both well done. 
‘Caissons’ is best, however, by 
virtue of whistled choruses 
backed by fine piano. 

Woody Herman: ‘Lamplighter’s 
Serenade’-‘Even Steven’ (Decca 
4253). Versio. of first is best yet, 











vocally, eader and ensemble) |t2tes the net proft was $701,040 
original vocaled by Billie Rogers, nearly double the company’s $433,713 
bolsters. net of 1940, and equal to $2.01 a 

Shep wm ‘Dear Old ne share on 338,325 shares of capital 
‘Caissons o Rolling’ (Blue. : f Dec. 31 
11477). Fields’ saxes make ‘Pal’ |S5t0ck outstanding as 0 Bh ge: 


Last year’s per share earning was 
$1.15. 


fine box and sales material. Ken 
Curtis vocals. ‘Caissons’ is too 
fast. 











Shoreline San 
Lights Slows 


Jersey Plans 





for 1942 were $8,218,145 as against 
$5,231,481. Company revealed in its 
report that it had opened additional 
distributing facilities during the year 
at Hartford, Conn.; San Antonio, 
Chicago and Brooklyn, N. Y., mak- 
ing 32 branches in all. More new 
ones are to be established at Buf- 
falo, Richmond, Va., and Charleston, 
W. Va. 


dated for April 7. 


Claude Thornhill Set for 
Par Film Some Time 





Hotel and amusement park owners 
along the New Jersey coast aren’t as 
eager to set up summer talent sched- 


seen from the Atlantic Ocean, on 
which most border, and a new rule 
forbidding all lights that can be seen 
from the sky, has slowed them up 
considerably in their summer plans. 
No-lights rule, which amounts to a 
is effective 10 


Claude Thornhill’s is another band 
signed for pictures. Currently at the 
Palladium Ballroom, Hollywood 
Thornhill has been contracted by 


miles inland. 


Result is that none of the agencies next and Feb. 1, 


between Sept. 14 





that usually supply talent to the 1943. 
piers, hotels and ballrooms in the Reason the date was set so fal 
affected area has an idea of what/ahead is based on a union rule 


may happen with the annual book- | Thornhill’s outfit is a traveling band, 
ings for these summer resorts. j} and, in order to double into two jobs 
within the jurisdiction of a local not 
its own, both contracts have to be 
ifiled with that local before eniering 
lits jurisdiction. Since the band was 


GAC BRINGING THREE 
OUTPOSTERS TO N.Y. |Sicnea'oy Par the studio would have 


| been forced to pay 100% for stand- 
by men had it used Thornhill now. 


already at the Palladium when it was} 





General Amusement Corp is bring- | 
ing the managers of its branch of- 


i 
> ° . e - 
mee n bona Res kite’ ua te ee t . age ; mf BUFF B AN DS TOP 





acquainted with the 
execs and afford them 


1. Principal idea of the meeting is TAKE FOR SICK FUND 


to get the out-of-town men better 
Buffalo, March 24. 


New York 
an oppor- 
: , ‘Parade of Bands’ 
The visitors will include, Art) yyusicians Local 43 drew its heaviest 
Weems, Chicago; Arthur Frew, Cin- ‘gate in four years with 7,510 turn- 





cinnati, and Ralph Wonders, Los | stile count here recently. Exclu- 

Angeles. | sive of almost 1,000 service men ad- 
mitted free. 

Mike Merielle, NBC studie| Tickets at 55c presale and 75c at 

trumpeter, in New York, forming a| door turned $4,750.50 into local’s 


band of his own. sick fund. 


Alternative Transporiation 
To Get Customers Set 


After all charges and pro- | 


Figures revealed a net sales in-| 
crease of 57% over 1940; total sales | 


An annual stockholders meeting is | 


Next Fall or Winter, 


Paramount Pictures to make a film | 


for benefit of | 


Palladium, Hollywood, Beneficiary 
Of Film Studios Deals with Bands 





Just Please "Em 





Auburndale, Mass., March 24. 


After listening to orchestra 
leaders rave about their drawing 
power for some time, Manager 
Roy Gill of Totem Pole is star- 
tling the baton-wavers with this 
remark: 


‘Totem Pole can guarantee 
you in normal weather 1,500 
people on Wednesday, 1,200 
Thursday, 2,500 Friday and 3,000 
to 3,500 Saturday. All we ask is 
for you to please the crowd. 
We'll bring them in.’ 


Pickets Away, 
Frisco Hotel 





——— 





San Francisco, March 24. 

With pickets absent from San 
Francisco for the first time since 
Aug. 30 last, Mark Hopkins and St. 
Francis have had deals pending. 
Mark has Henry King penciled in 
for April 6, providing the strike is 
finally settled by that time. Harry 
Owens and a couple of others are 
under consideration by the St. Fran- 
cis. 

Although pickets were withdrawn 
with entry of the War Labor Board 
into the picture, strike is still in ef- 
fect and bands can't work until-final 
settlement is in the bag. Mark was 
| blacked out Sept. 15, catching Herbie 
| Holmes on his first Coast date. St. 
| Francis was struck two weeks later, 
|eatching Paul Pendarvis on the po- 
| dium. 


VERA BARTON OF CBS 








} 
} 
| 
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Leonard Joy at Victor is recording 
Vera Barton today (Wed.) on her 
| first four waxings, since the disk 
| company is tying in with CBS’ 
| buildup of the new 19-year-old 
| songstress whom Music Corp. of 
| America is projecting. CBS is giv- 
jing her periodic across-the-board 
buildups as a potential ‘next new big 
voice.’ 

Miss Barton, a Brooklyn girl, will 
|make ‘Just a Moon Ago,’ ‘Mean to 
| Me,’ the new Irving Berlin ‘I Threw 
ja Kiss in the Ocean’ and ‘Just a 
|Baby’s Prayer at Twilight,’ the 
| World War I hit being revived to 
|coincide with the present mood. 
| Walter Gross, who batons her CBS 
series, composed ‘Moon 
| thematic, with Mack David, but 
| Leonard Joy will conduct the Victor 
| dates. 
| 
ia . 7 - 
‘Skip Nelson Joins Marx, 


Replacing Ziggy Lane 








Pittsburgh, March 24. 
After auditioning flock of male 


ingers to replace Ziggy Lane, who 


got his marching orders here last 
| week, Chico Marx picked Skip Nel- 
son pianist-vocalist with Piccolo 
Pete band at Club Petite. for the} 
| spot Nelson left town with Marx, 
who is fronting Ben Pollock outfit 
on his current p.a. tour, following 
Stanley theatre engagement here, 
which ended last Thursday night 
(19), 

| Nelson was recently with Joey 


| Sims’ outfit and quit to form his own 
jband. However, he found too much 
difficulty rounding up a gang due to 
inroads war has made on Local 60’s 
rolls, so dropped the idea and joined 
Piccolo Pete instead. Had been with 
the latter outfit only two weeks 
'when the Marx break came along. 
| Lane received his notice while play- 
ing at Stanley and will be inducted 
into Army in New York today 
(Tuesday). 





Eddy Duchin album of Cole Por- 
ter tunes next for release by Co- 
lumbia Records. Following is book 
lof Sigmund Romberg tunes by Al 
|} Goodman band. 





Peace Possible 


GETS VICTOR BUILD-UP 


Ago, her |} 


a4 


Palladium Ballroom, Hollywood, 
which opened about a year ago as 
one of the largest d:nceries of its 
type, has benefited immeasurably 
from the popularity of the high- 
powered combos brought to the 
coast to make pictures, thereby giv- 
ing the Palladium unexpected 
chances to play them. 

Perhaps none of the important 
bands the spot has used since open- 
ing would have gone to the coast 
without a picture contract. Eastern 
pickings in locations, one-nighters, 
etc. are far more numerous and 
lucrative and few of the biggies 
would trek westward without spe- 
cial reason; too, long stays out of 
New York, headquarters for music 
publishers, are dangerous since 
-tunes for recording purposes are so 
important. Yet the Palladium has 
played or now has booked Jimmy 
Dorsey, Tommy Dorsey, Glenn Mil- 
ler, Woody Herman, Sammy Kaye 
and Harry James, the cream of the 
crop. All were brought westward by 
pictures. 

Tommy Dorsey is so far the only 
one to play the Palladium twice, 
though Herman is scheduled for a 
return date July 1. Dorsey played 
a total of 16 weeks, Jimmy Dorsey 
two, Miller three, Herman four; Kaye 
is down for four while he makes a 
picture fer 20th-Fox with Sonja 
Henie, and James plays four while 
filming for Universal witk the An- 
drews Sisters. Out of approximately 
70 weeks of operation, including the 
forthcoming Kaye and James stands, 
it means that the Palladium operated 
almost half the total with the highest 
powered bands i: the business: Be- 
tween them they have averaged 
roughly 17,500 patrons a week. 

Few location ballrooms are in as 
fortunate a osition. 


Interstate Circuit Puts 


Name Bands on Air: 
Buys Network Periods 


San Antonio, March 24. 

The Interstate Theatres . Circuit 
will use the Texas Quality Group 
to plug the personal appearances of 
name bands. Contract with the re- 
gional is for 10 weeks and the broad- 
casting of the bands will take place 
while they are touring the circuit's 
spots. : 

Ted Fio Rita is slated to do three 
broadcasts, the first while he is 
playing Houston, the second from 
Dallas and the third here. Fio Rita 
opens his local date April 3. 

Horace Heidt will do a similar 
broadcast series as he follows Fio 
Rita around the circuit. 


J. WALD, NEWCOMER 
"INTO LINCOLN HOTEL 

















i 


Jerry Wald’s orchestra, in circula- 
| tion only about six months, gets its 
| first crack at a New York hotel spot. 
— has been booked for a 12-week 

stay at the Lincoln hotel, New York, 
opening April 4. Lincoln’s Blue 
Room has been dark since Jan. 3, 
| when Harry James exited. James 
was supposed to have returned April 
3, but canceled to make a picture 
for Universal Pictures with the 
| Andrews Sisters. 

| Wald hops from the Roseland Ball- 
rcom, N. Y., right into the Lincoln. 





At that dancery now, he closes 
| April 2. 
| Bert Block Into Army 
| Bert Block, ex-bandleader and 


lately a personal manager, was in- 
ducted into the Army Monday (23). 
| He’s at Fort Monmouth, N., J., where 
| he will lead a post band. 

| Block had been handling the af- 
| fairs of the McFarland Twins or- 
|chestra, which is to be taken over 
by attorney Lee Eastman, a new 
addition to lawyer-personal man- 
agers. 


Barry Wood on Bluebird 


Barry Wood goes from the 50c 
Victor label to the 35c Bluebird sides 
next month. His first tunes for Blue- 
bird will be made with Dinah Shore, 
a group of four that haven’t yet been 
selected. 

Wood has been on Lucky Sirike’s 
| Hit Parade on CBS for two straight 
| years, 
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On the 


Wayne King booked for week’s en- 
gagement at Stanley theatre, Pitts- 
burgh, beginniig April 3. 





Ralph Springer orch into Trelon | 
Cafe, Pittsburgh, for indefinite en- 
gagement, replacing Billy Yates out- 
fit. 





Gene Jones, A. B. Green and 
Lenny Grace, all of Herbie Kay 
band, received their marching orders 
last week. 





Jimmy Gamble band opened en- 
gagement at Bill Green’s, Pitts- 
burgh, Monday (23), following 
Herbie Kay orch. 





Sammy Lombardo, 18-year-old 
trumpeter with Stan Vinton band 
in Canonsburg, Pa., near Pittsburgh, 
off for New York to join the Barney 
Rapp crew. 

Ann DuPont and her Men of Mu- 
sic into New Colonial, Pittsburgh, 
for a run following eight-week stay 
at Ohio hotel, Youngstown, O. 





Hal Leonard’s orchestra playing 
New Kenmore hotel, Albany. The 
Star Spangled Ice Revue, with Dor- 
othy Franey, is on the floor. 





Blue Barron orch booked into 
Stanley theatre, Pittsburgh, for week 
of March 27. 





Ray Scott pulls out of Blue Gar- 
dens, Armonk, N. Y., one _ night 
March 27 to fill-in for Harry James 
at Pennsylvania State College. 
James pulled out by picture work 
for Universal on Coast. 





Dick Catan moving his band April 
6 into Park Lane, Buffalo. 





Genevieve Lipton. singing with 
Maurice Spitalny’s band on dance 


STAN 
KENTON 


and His Orchestra 
ON TOUR 


Just released 
on Decca records 
LAMENTO GITANO 
CONCERTO FOR DOGHOUSE 


























General Amusement Corp. 
Pers. Dir.: Carlos Gastel 




















MEREDITH WILLSON’S | 


AMERICA CALLING 








Upbeat 


dates in and around Pittsburgh 
while Faye Parker is awaiting stork 





Eddie Weith orch, with Gerry 
Richards as vocalist, into New Hill- 
crest, Pittsburgh, for four weeks, re- 
placing Benny Burton band. 





Billy Yates, formerly with Don 
Bestor, cut his band from 10 to four 
men for engagement at Trelon Cafe, 
Pittsburgh. 

Knights of Note (six-man _ en- 
semble) comes into the Drum Room, 
Hotel President, Kansas City, begin- 
ning March 30. 








Senny Dunham band, on verge of 
shifting to Decca, remains on Blue- 
bird label. 





Ray Conniff, ex-Artie Shaw trom- 
bonist, replaced Sid Brantley with 
Vaughn Monroe. 





Marie Greene, soprano, recorded 
with Shep Fields band at RCA- 
Victor last week. 





Ray Herbeck band replaces Cecil 
Golly’s ‘at Donohue’s, Mountain 
View, N. J., April 1. 





Ted Alabaster, formerly with: Bob 
Chester, replaces Bobby Burns as 
road manager with Charlie Spivak. 
Burns enters Army tomorrow 
(Thursday). 





Tone Carnevale combo held over 
through April at Williamsville Glen, 
outside Buffalo. 





Dean Kincaide, sax-arranger, has 
gone back to playing with the Al- 
vino Rey band, for which he ar- 
ranges. 





Johnny McGee band _ replaces 
Muggsy Spanier’s at Arcadia Ball- 
room, New York, tomorrow night 
(Thurs. ). 





‘Snooky’ Lanson, formerly with 
Ray Noble, has taken vocalist spot 
with Al Donahue. Latter opened 
Palace hotel, San Francisco, last 
night (Tues.). 





Sonny Skyler, vocalist with Vin- 
cent Lopez, leaving that band to head 
a new combo of his own which is 
now in rehearsal. 





Reggie Chiids goes network when 
he opens Friday (27) at Netherlands- 

laza, Cincinnati, for six weeks, fol- 
lowed by a fortnight at Detroit's 
Eastwood Gardens. 





Bob Astor has taken on Ernie Fi- 
gueroa, who plays trumpet on the 
Louis Armstrong style, replacing 
Gordon Boswell who went to Jerry 
Wald. Rudy Tanza takes lead alto 
spot from Ray Beller, who joined 
Will Bradley. 





George and Joe Fenton (not re- 
lated), who traveled New England 
territory with own band, later split- 
ting, have both taken defense jobs 
for the duration ‘somewhere in 
Maine.’ 


Boogie Woogie Prof 





Buffalo, March 24. 
Roger Brown, WBNY disc 
jockey, turns up Monday (30) as 
lecturer in Grosvenor Library 
longhair music series. 
Talking on ‘Bach vs. Boogie- 
Woogie.” 











‘Sax Solo Origirator, 
Frank Mudee, Dies at 74 1. Deep Heart Texas (6) Melodylane....... 


Hollywood, March 24. 

Frank Mudge, 74, reputed origi- | 
nator of the saxaphone solo in vaude- 
ville, died March 17 in Los Angeles. | 
He toured this country and Europe , 
for nearly a half century with veri- | 
ous vaude units and minstrel shows. | 

In later years he appeared in vaude 
with his son, Charles Morton. 








Band Reviews 





GEORGE MORRIS ORCH (5) 
Armando’s, New York 

Comprising piano Novachord 
(doubling sax), drums string bass 
and maestro George Morris on the 
horn, this combination gives out in 
solid rhythmpation at Armando’s, 
class East 55th stree. restaurant- 
nitery. Boniface Armando has a 
good idea of no music until 9:30, in 
order not to disturb the diners, and 
then an early dinner show with 
Beverly Paterno—who has figured 
in the pub-‘c prints—as a vocal in- 
terlude. Like most socialite song- 
stresses, Miss Paterno must depend 
mostly on her personal. following. 

The dance combination, however, 
is more professional, knows how to, 
mix up its dance sets, and is pat for 
a class room of this calibre. Abel. 


JIMMY HARRIS ENSEMBLE (4) 
Hotel Continental, Kansas City 

Furnishing dance rhythms _ for 
patrons of the Continental’s dinner 
spot, the Penguin Room continues 
to be something of a problem. Small, 
intimate room can’t house a regular- 
sized orch, and tendency has been, 
to these smal °r groups. This one 
of four is too small and the instru- 
mentation is basically incorrect for 
the soft- tones needed here. 

Harris himself, at the piano, and 
Harry ‘Flip’ Mariotti, on the reeds, 
fulfill their assignments nicely, but 
guitar of Willard Nastas doesn’t live 
up to specialty work needed in so 
small an outfit. All are over- 
shadowed by the drums of Norman 
Kaufman. Nastas, however, doubles 
neatly as balladist and chimes in 
with Harris on the arranging. | 

Quin. 


| DON KAYE ORCH (12) 
| With Betty Parker, Beverly Blake, 
Ben Adams, Kingston Ebner 
Turnpike Casino, Lincoln, Neb. 
Two girls take the most bows out 
of Don Kaye’s room-hotel designed 
orch, which is not in its proper baili- 
wick in this ballroom due to its soft 
tempoes, and would be out of place 
in any such roomy enclosure where 
the traffic is young and jitterbuggy. 
Femmes are pert youngsters, Bev- 
erly Blake, able on both violin and 
electric guitar plus being an attrac- 
tive blonde, and Betty Parker, a 
brunet with s.a. in song and appear- 
ance. Girls, plus being featured, are 
reinforced by the keyboardist, King- 





ston Ebner, and slide man, Ben 
Adams, .for quartetting. As such, 
they tend to scat a little. Art. 


























FRANKIE MASTERS 


and His ORCHESTRA 


Just finishing theatre tour before opening 


THIRD RETURN ENGAGEMENT 


in the 


ROOSEVELT HOTEL 


NEW YORK 


ON APRIL 3, 1942 


Personal 











(OKEH RECORDS) 
Representation: MUSIC CORP. OF AMERICA 
Management: 


10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 








(Records below are grabbing most nickels this week in jukebores 
throughout the country, as reported by operators to ‘Variety.’ 
of more than one band or wocalist after the title indicates, in order of 
popularity. whose recordings are being played 


Names 


Figures and names wn 


parenthesis indicate the number of weeks each sony has been in the listings 


ind respective publishers.) 


Alvin Rey.........Bluebird 

Bing Creepy... .ac.ic sj Decca 

2. I Don't Want Walk (8) P ah { Harry James...... Columbia 
a ) Paramount)..... ) Vaughn Monroe... Bluebird 

3. Moonlight Cocktails (5) Jewel.......... } Glenn Miller. ..... .Bluebird 
Tommy Tucker ..... Okeh 

4. String Pearls (5) Mutual............... }Geun Miller .... Bluebird 
|} Woody Herman...... Decca 

5. Somebody Else Taking Place (4) Shapiro. | Betny Goodman.......Okeh’ 
| Russ Morgan..... «++.-Decca 

6. Blues in Night (1 ee ae | Woody Herman...... Decca 
in Ni 1) Remick... ...scc000- 1C-h Calloway. .... Okeh 

7. Street of Regret ee eee Senge ceentee ; Bushing 


9. Couple in Castle (1) Famous 


vance 


How Do I Know It’s Real? (Chappell) 


Jersey Bounce (Lewis) 


S. Miss You'@) Santl¥. ... aici. .ac. 


10. Someone’s Rockin’ Dreamboat: (1) Ad- { !n!:spots 


Seer eseeCeeeerseeseseseeses 


OTHER FAVORITES 


(These records are directly below first 10 in popularity. 
| number of weeks in parenthesis are fading. others gaining.) 


White Cliffs Dover (12) Shapiro....... 
Dear Mom (Republic).............0.: 
Tangerine (Paramount)... ....ccccsses 
Ev’rything I Love (Chappell)......... 


ee 


Bometimes (Berlin)... ..dcicscececcccck 


My Little Cousin (Doraine)........... 
What to Do (Leeds).......... cies ohare 


Zoot Suit (Greene-Revel)............. 


Mandy Is Two (BVC)...... oh EE Ee 


mera, SP ORNNES) «066 vss vost toni ens 


| Sammy Kaye ........ Victor 


{ Ring Crosby ., .. Decca 
) Semmy Kaye.........Victor 


{Johnny Long ........ Decca 

aides Fs )} Glenn Miller ......Biuebird 
occeee. -DOCCa 

sino } Woody Herman.......Decca 
Tunes with 

Sammy Kays. ..,....Victor 

a oe Jimmy Dorsey........Decca 
are { Sammy Kaye..........Victor 
*) Kate Smith....... Columbia 

{ Jimmy Dorsey ....... Decca 
Pcie } Vaughn Monroe ...Bluebird 
{ Glenn Miller....... Bluebird 

**" ) Jimmy Dorsey.. ..... Decca 

{ Vaughn Monroe...Bluebird 

ar ae ) Tommy Tucker........Okeh 
ineed Benny Goodman.......Okeh 
ig ees Andrews Sisters......Decca 
, ee a eee Columbia 
"*** ? Andrews Sisters....... Decca 
{ Abe Lyman ..Bluebird 
“""**" ) Vaughn Monroe ...Bluebird 
\ Freddie Martin ....Bluebird 

sicko ) Guy Lombardo .......Decca 
came Benny Goodman.......Okeh 
§ Woody Herman....... Decca 
tac | Harry James......Columbia 








REASONS ENOUGH 


Juke Boxes Eat Up Plenty of Mate- 
rials, Besides Nickels | 








| 
| 


Washington, March 24. 

Here’s the reason why the Federal | 
Government put the lid on manufac. | 
ture of jukeboxes in order to oomph 
war production. 

A single machine of large size re- 
quires brass enough to make 750 
cartridge cases. The aluminum in 
125 big sets would make one fighter 
plane. Steel in a big model equals 
the amount needed for five machine 
guns. In addition, the 42 pounds of 
plastics would be released for con- 
trol panels and other gadgets on 
badly needed aircraft. 





Harlan Leonard Re-Casts 


Kansas City, March 24. 

Harlan Leonard, the colored jivist, 
has brought his reorganized band 
into the Mayfair Club here. Loss 
of Tad Dameron to Jimmy Lunce- 
ford to handle arrangements and of 
drummer Jesse Price, who now 
heads his own band, along with 
some departures to the armed forces 











ARTHUR MICHAUD 









caused Leonard to set up this new 
| crew. 

Myra Taylor continues as vocalist 
|and Ernie Williams is fronting and 
| handling blues vocals. Leonard is 
working without trombones, his in- 
strumentation including four sax 











(his own special forte), three 
trumpets and four rhythm. 





Lou Breese plays two weeks at 


opening April 4. 








Roosevelt hotel, Washington, D. C., 


“There's a little 
Armstrong in ’em all!” 


MMR 


and his 
Famous Orchestra 


featuring 


SONNY WOODS 
VELMA MIDDLETON 


Opening Mar. 27 
for Four Weeks 


CASA MANANA 
HOLLYWOOD, CAL. 


Broadcasting Nightly 
Don Lee - Mutual Network 


s 
DECCA RECORDS 
= 


Personal Management: 


JOE GLASER, 
30 Rockefeller 


Inc 
akeb ae 
NI 


New York 














The solid tune that PUBLIC ACCLAIM is making 
As Big a Hit As 


TUXEDO JUNCTION 


JERSEY BOUNCE 


Recorded by 


Benny Goodman Jimmy Dorsey Earl Hines Jan Savitt 
OKEH DECCA i BLUEBIRD ~~ VICTOR 
Shep Fields King Sisters V at fee ee Lie ed N 
oca 
BLUEBIRD BLUEBIRD DECCA’ we COLUMBIA 


LEWIS MUSIC PUBLISHING CO., Ine. 
1619 Broadway, New York 
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ORCHESTRA GROSSES 41 





Prima Hefty $30,000, Brown 456 H1.0. 
Both N.Y.; Kaye 226, Omaha Despite 


Bliz, Rey Ditto Hub, Heidt 1646 L.A. 





(Estimates for This + eek) 

Charlie Barnet, Newar« (Adams; 
2.000; 25-35-50-60)—With Aunt Je- 
mima on stage and ‘Right to Heart’ 
(20th). Band is getting the business 
for Adams, nice $16,000. 

Count Basie, Detroit (Paradise; 2,- 
200; 40-55 )—Coupled with ‘Treat "Em 
Rough’ (U). Nothing but the band 
to offer, with a slight falling off from 
preceding weeks; $11,000, par but not 
the best for house. 

Les Brown, New York (Paramount; 
3,664; 35-55~-85-99 )—With Connee Bos- 
well, other acts, on stage; ‘Fleet’s In’ 
(Par). Growing popularity of the 
Brown orchestra, plus pull of Miss 
Boswell accounting for much of big 
business here. First week was a 
smash $59,500, while the second con- 
cluded last night (Tues.) was $48,000. 

Henry Busse, Chicago (Oriental; 
3.200; 33-44-55)—With ‘Frisco Lil’ 
(U). Busse band largely is account- 
ing for business, film being a pro- 
grammer. Superb $20,000. 

Duke Ellington, Pittsburgh (Stan- 
ley; 3,800; 30-44-55-66)—Plus Ethel 
Waters and ‘Night Jan. 16’ (Par). 
This combo is one of the big disap- 
pointments of the year, though biz is 
off all over here. In past, Ellington 
and Waters each has been big locally. 
With picture that’s nameless but still 
praised, total won’t be more than 
$18,000, only so-so. 

Ina Ray Hutton, Philadelphia 
(Earle; 2,768; 35-46-57-68-75 )—Check- 
ing in with sound $21,000 abetted by 
Blackstone, the magician, and ‘What’s 
Cookin’ (U) on screen, Miss Hutton’s 
crew accounting for much of draw. 





Sammy Kaye, Omaha (Orpheum; 
$.000: 15-40-55-65) — Playing with| 
‘Lady Has Plans’ (Par). Despite near | 
blizzard, packed them in from the 
start. Terrific $22,000 or possibly 
better, and may come close to crack- 
ing all-time house record here. 

Johnny Long, Cleveland (Palace; 
3,700; 30-35-42-55-66)—With ‘Lady Is 
Willing’ (Col) and Andrews Sisters 
on vaude bill. Latter vocal trio for- 
tifying band on its first trek here. 
Strong $22,000, flattering biz. 

Red Norvo, Brooklyn (Strand; 2,- 
800; 30-40-50-55) — Plus Jimmy 
‘Schnozzle’ Durante on stage and 
‘Among the Living’ (Par). No great 
shakes at $6,500 for four-day run, 
with Durante the big draw. 

Louis Prima, New York (State; | 


$450; 28-44-55-75-90-$1.10) — With 
Henny Youngman on stage and 
‘Johnny Eager’ (M-G) (2d run). 


Combination of Prima band and 





Henny Youngman in person provid- 
ing good support for picture at in-| 
dicated $30,000, strong though not | 


socko. | 


Alvino Rey, Boston (RKO-Boston; 
3.200; 30-44-55-65-75)—With ‘Valley 
of Sun’ (RKO). Dandy $22,000, prin- 
cipally on band’s draw. 

Jan Savitt, Chicago (Chicago; 4,000; 
35-55-75) —Plus ‘Man Who Came to 
Dinner’ (WB). Excellent combo get- 
ting a bright $35,000. 

Charlie Spivak, New York (Strand; 
2,756; 35-55-85-99 )—With ‘Always in 
My Heart’ (WB). Weakness of pic- 





ture holding Spivak band to disap- 
pointing business; first week only $25,- 
000, while current one ending tomor- 


row (Thurs.) night will be no-better 
than $20,000. In both cases slow. 

Joe Venuti, Providence (Metropol- 
itan; 3,200; 44-55-65)—Plus Ray Bol- 
ger, Benay Venuti and ‘Riot Squad’ 
(Mono). Fair $6,500 for three days, 
depending on band and vaude acts 
for pulling power. 

Lawrence Welk, Kansas City 
(Tower; 2,110; 11-30-50)—Combined 
with ‘Right to Heart’ (20th). First 
date in K. C. for Welk and more than 
satisfactory considering. Film means 
little, hence credit for most of $9,000 
goes to stage band. 


Astor Clicks $6,525 
In 4 Days at T.P.; 
Gray's Hot $2,900 


(Estimates) 


Bob Astor (Totem Pole B., Au- 
burndale, Mass., March 18-21). On 
first appearance here Astor proved 
solid hit, drawing 9,000 in four days 
at $1.45 couple for fine $6,525. 

Georgie Auld (Roseland-State B., 
Boston, March 21). Playing return 
date with new band Auld pulled 900 
at 65c-55¢c for $540, considered good 
for spot. 

Bob Chester (Memorial Aud., Buf- 
falo, March 17). Chester drew 
medium 940 on St. Pat’s night hop; 








1480 advance at $1 and rest shelled 


out> $1.25. 

Reggie Childs-Ray Harrington 
(Raymor-Playmore B., Boston, March 
20). Childs and local Harrington 
drew 1,800 in twin danceries at 75c- 
65c for neat $1,260. On Saturday 
(21) Childs hooked up with Roly 
Rogers, another local, and lured 2,- 
000 at same prices for big $1,400. 

Bernie Cummins (Cecil theatre, 
Mason City, Ia., March 17). Cum- 
mins gross $682 at 30c-40c-56c, good 
gate despite bad weather. 

Tommy Dorsey (Plat-Mor  B. 
Kansas City, March 19). Dorsey’s 
3,750 at thus spacious dancery was 


fine. Prices, $1.10 advance, $1.25 
door. 

Glen Gray (Shubert theatre, New 
Haven, Conn., March 22). Gray, 


plus vaude and shorts, crowded in 
five shows to top Eddy Duchin’s 
house mark; approximately $2,900. 


Jimmy Lunceford (Dixieland, Lex- 
ington, Ky., March 16). Big fall 
off from previous appearances; 


Lunceford drew 500 at 90c. Bad 
weather, however, hurt. 

Lucky Millinder (Two-Spot C., 
Jacksonville, Fla., March 18). Méil- 
linder’s reception was ‘good,’ but he 
drew only fair 375 at $1.10. 

Roly Rogers (Georgian Room, Stat- 
ler hotel, Boston, March 20). 
ing for Boston U. prom Rogers got 
credit for largest attendance in five 
years; 600 dancers at $5 couple for 
$1,500. 





| Kansas 
| Oklahoma City. 


Play- | 





BENNY GOODMAN WEDS 


Bride Is Sister of Jazz Critic John 
Hammond 








Benny Goodman was married Fri- 
day (20) to Alice Hammond Duck- 
worth at Las Vegas, Nev., where the 
bride had recently secured a divorce 
from her first husband. New Mrs. 
Goodman is the sister of John Ham- 
mond, jazz critic formerly connected 
with Columbia Records. 

Goodman has been on vacation 
since his band left the New Yorker 
hotel, New York, March 12. He is 
due to resume work April 2 at the 
Earle theatre, Philadelphia, 


Band Bookings 


Alvino Rey, April 9, K. of C. Hall, 
Rochester; 10-16, Shea’s T., Buffalo; 
17-20, 21-23, Palace T., Youngstown- 
Akron; 24, Lafayette C., Easton, Pa.; 
25-27, Coin Operators Convention, 
Cleveland; May 1-7, Stanley T., 
Pittsburgh; 14-20, Capitol T., Wash- 
ington, D. C. 

Carl Hoff, March 29, Ritz B., 
Bridgeport; April 2, week, Palomar 
B., Norfolk, Va. 

Blue Barron, April 3-9, Earle T., 
Philadelphia; 14-16, Empire T., Fall 
River, Mass.; 17-19, State T., Hart- 
ford, Conn.; 20-22, Rhodes-on-Paw- 
tucket, Providence, R. I.; 23-24, Poli 
T., Waterbury, Conn.; 25, Arena, New 
Haven; 26, Valley Arena, Holyoke, 
Mass.; 27-29, Lyric T.. Bridgeport; 
30-April 6, Central T., Passaic, N. J. 

Jimmie Lunceford, April 16, Arm- 
ory, Baltimore; 17,. Strand B., Phila- 
delphia; 18, Snell’s Academy, Syra- 
cuse; 19, City Aud., Buffaio; 20, 
Greystone B., Detroit; 22, Hill City 
Aud., Pittsburgh; 24, Aud., Beckley, 
W. Va.; 25, Arena, Huntington, W. 
Va.; 26, Sunset Terrace C., Indianap- 
olis; 27, City Aud., Dayton, O.; 30- 
May 2, Municipal Aud St; Louis. 

Count Basie, April 4, Memorial 
Hall, Dayton, O.; 5, Eastwood Park, 
Detroit; 6, Sioux City Aud., Pitts- 
burgh; 7, Convention Hall, Camden, 
N. J.; 9-15, Adams T., Newark, N. J.; 
17-23, RKO T., Boston; 24-30, Civic 
T., Portland, Me. 

Will Bradley, March 28, Lakeside 
Park, Dayton, O.; 29, Aragon B., 
Cleveland; 30-April 5, Flint A. C., 
Flint, Mich.; 9, Statler hotel, Cleve- 
land; 10, State Fair Grounds, Detroit. 

Henry Busse, March 29, Tivoli T., 
Richmond, Ind.; 18-23 Tower T., Kan- 
sas City; 28, Larmar B., Fort Dodge, 
Ia. 

Reggie Childs, March 27-April 23, 
Netherland-Plaza hotel, Cincinnati; 
26, Trianon B., Toledo. 

Del Courtney, March 27, Show 
Boat, B., St. Louis; 28, Frog Hop B., 
St. Louis; 29, Skylon B., Sioux City, 
Ia.; April 3-7, Paramount T., Des 
Moines; 8, Coliseum, Oelwein, Ia.; 9- 
11, Coliseum, Sioux City, Ia. 

Ray McKinley, April 4, Cleveland 
hotel, Cleveland; 5-6, 8, 10-11, Ara- 
gon B., Cleveland; 12, Trianou B., 
Toledo; 14, Aud., Buffalo; 17, GM B., 
Detroit; 18, Rutgers U., New Bruns- 
wick, N. J. 

Chico Marx, April 4-6, Temple T., 
Rochester; 7-9, Stanlev T., Utica, N. 
Y.; 10-16, RKO T.,. Boston; 17-23, 
Civic T., Portland, Me. 

Duke Ellington, March 27-29, Tri- 
state T., Moline, 11. 

Earl Hines, March 28, Paris B., 
Milwaukee; 29, Palais Royal, South 
Bend, Ind.; April 5, Savov B., Chi- 
cago; 6, Armory, Louisville; 8, Castle 
B., St. Louis; 9, Municipal Aud., 
City; 11, Blossom Heath, 














Vaughn Monrce, April 20, Bilt- 
more H., Providence. 

Red Norvo, March 27-April 2, 
Oriental T., Chicago; 5, Palace T., 


| Fort Wayne; 10-16, Stanley T., Pitts- 


burgh; 24-30, Colonial T., Dayton. 





Bands at Hotel B.O.’s 


(Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, is the estimated cover 
charge business being done by name bands in various New York hotels. 
Dinner business (7-10 P.M.) not rated. Figures after name of hotel give 


room capacity and cover charge. Larger amount designates weekend and 
holiday price.) 





Cevers Tots! 


Weeks Past Covers 


Band Hotel Played Week On Date 
Jimmy Dorsey... . Pennsylvania (500; 75c-$1.50)....... 6 2,750 13,750 
Woody Herman*..New Yorker (400: 430-61.5O). .cccece I 2,125 3,225 
Enric Madriguera..Biltmore (300, $1-$150) . ..... ceoee 8 "800 7,350 
f >eddy Martin*...Waldorf (400. $1-$1.50)............. 9 2375 20025 
Lani Mcintire.... . Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50)........... 6 1,400 8,400 
Vaughn Monroe*. Commodore (400; 75c-$1)..-.-..--.. 23 1850 35.975 





* Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show i 
: , altho 
major draw. +2 days. ugh the band ig the 





Los Angeles 
Skinnay Ennis (Ambassador: 900: $1-$1.50). Picked u i 
: : -$1.50). slightly f 
around 950 covers on the two nights (Fri. and Sat.). ¢ sanecinegf 


Phii Harris (Biltmore; 50c-$1). Hel i i 
; , ped by parties and annual Waiters 
ball to a good count of 6,500. Has been consistent since he moved in. 





Chicago 


Chuck Foster (Continental Room, Stevens hotel; 400; $1.50-$2 i 
In week generally tough throughout town Foster did fai with 2.7 ~— 
‘ yith 2,700; 
ee by Hotel Men’s convention. xe Begcrat hese. 
avier Cugat (Empire Room, Palmer House: 600: $3-$3.50 min.). C 
' . se; ; $3-$3. .). Cugat 
doing all right; held up last week with 3,200 patrons. : 
— ate * d ngpecerd Room, Sherman hotel: 700: $1.25-$2.50 min.) 
ump affected this spot with the others, but an extra strong ° nd 
brought it back; swell 4,800 customers. . So 
Art Kassel (Panther Room, Bismarck hotel: 350: $1 min.) S 
Kas , . ; $1- .. Suffer 
too, slipping to 1,600 diners on the session. ” "= 
Neil Bondshu (Mayfair Room, Blackstene Hotel; $2.56 min. Sat.). Jane 


Froman headlining and accounting for trade, taking 1,600 customers for 
first week. 





Boston 


John Kirby (Bermuda Terrace, Brunswick hotel: 550; 55c-$1 cover). 
Following Charlie Barnet, Kirby’s small group had large assignment; did 
extremely well to draw 1,950 covers, mainly on weekend when cover is $1. 
Rh ns Fy cee rg Room, Hotel Statler; 450; $1 cover). In tenth 

, Noble kept good even pace with i - 
nights, with big dinner biz. ‘ ne stone tte sate: 7 

Ruby Newman (Oval Room, Copley Plaza; 300; $1 cover). With Dorothy 

Lewis’ Ice Show; in final week drew good biz for spot with 1,200 covers 


in five days. Griff Williams opened Saturday (21) to 400 covers, usual 
big crowd for night. 





Baltimore 


Don Bestor (Charles Room, Belvedere hotel; 500; $1-$2 min.). Holding 


all —_ for time of season; played to 1,700 covers mostly in later part of 
week. 





Philadelphia 


Pancho (Garden Terrace, Benjamin Franklin hotel; 500; $1.50-$2 min.). 
Rain, hail and snow Friday and Saturday evenings hurt and kept biz to 
1,042 diners for Pancho’s first full week at this spot, 


Minneapolis 


Mel Marvin (Minnesota Terrace, Hote] Nicollet; 500; $1-$1.50 min.). 
Income taxes, war and Lent blamed for a falling off. Third week for 
favorably received, Marvin and one to go. Floor show includes Paul 
ro magician, and Lathrop & Lee, dancers. Mild average of 450 
nightly 


LOCATION JOBS, NOT IN HOTELS 


(Los Angeles) 

Claude Thornhill (Palladium B, Hollywood, fourth week). War jitters 
slightly subsided; spot getting back to around normal with 11,500 stubs 
through the chopper. 

Bob Crosby (Trianon, N, South Gate, Calif.). No complaints at 3,500, 
although he averaged much better on his previous stand. 

Jack Teagarden (Casa Manana, B, Culver City, Cal.). Got around 4,500 
on the week counting Monday’s benefit for late Jimmy Walsh, which 
drew 1,600. _ 

Ozzie Nelson (Florentine Gardens N, Hollywood). Hovering around the 
4,000 mark, with Nils Granlund’s floor show sparking the trade. 





(Chicago) 
Orrin Tucker (Blackhawk; 400; $1.25 min.). Tucker fell off last week 
like the others but still all right at 2,500 visitors. 
Boyd Raeburn (Chez Paree; 500; $3-$3.50). Willie Shore on the floor 
show; last week about the same with 2,800 customers. 
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THREE NEW GREAT SONGS by Irving Berlin 
ME and MY MELINDA 





Boy Meets Girl To A Swell Irving Berlin Tune 


| THREW A KISS IN THE OCEAN 


- The “Blue Jacket” Romantic Ballad 


THIS TIME — 


The Song for All Americans THIS TIME and for All Time 


IRVING BERLIN INC., 799 7th AVE, NEW YORK, 


DAVE DREYER, Prof. Mer. 
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Networks Make Advance Payments 


Foe Cee amine 


To BMI to Steady Its Cash Position 





Columbia and NB® have agreed 
to help Broadcast Music, Inc., out of 
a ticklish financial position by ad- 
vancing substantial sums of money 
to the licensing organization. Each 
network has committed itself to ad- 
vance in cash the estimated license 


fees for their owned and operated 
stations and for the networks’ share 
of the cost of clearance at the source 
for six months. The effective date 
of CBS’ advance was March 12, 
1942, and NBC’s is understood to be 
six months thereaftcr. 

The advance was made necessary, 
it was explained in a letter to CBS 
affiliates by Edward Klauber, CBS 
executive v.p., last week, by the fact 
that the required payments to Ed- 
ward B. Marks Music Corp. for the 
broadcast use of the latter’s catalog 
as well as other publishers’ works 
had put a substantial strain on 
BMI’s cash position. BMI has made 
i* the practice of keeping cash ear- 
marked for a full year’s installments 
to Marks, whose contract has 3% 
years to go. 

In kis letter Klauber declared that 
he thought the broadcasting indus- 
try should continue to support BMI 
so that it may never again find itself 
‘without an alternative competitive 
source of music.’ Continued his let- 
ter, ‘Since, as you know, the broad- 





casters themselves control this or- 
ganization through the election of 
its board of directors by stations 
which are its licensee-stockholders, 
we beligve that BMI’s activities will 
be geared to the desires of the 
broadcasters within the scope of its 
budget and income.’ BMI’s budget is 
understood to be built on the as- 
sumption of support from the entire 
radio industry. 

Marks’ contract calls for the pay- 
ment of $200,000 a year. NBC and 
CBS had each underwritten $400,000 
of the obligation, 





Larry Taylor Abandons 
Music Publisher Role 


Larry Taylor, one-half of the mu- 
sic publishing firm of Reis & Taylor, 
has given up active participation in 
that firm and returns as vocalist to 
the Charlie Barnet band. Taylor 
will retain his interest in the firm 
and Reis will operate it. 

Singer was with Barnet before go- 
ing into music publishing; he joins 
the band next week. 





Walter Jurman and Paul Webster 
cleffed ‘Little Tangle Toes’ and ‘You 
and the Waltz and Me’ for ‘Tulip 
Time’ at Metro. 











; he M-G-M Picture 


3 Outstanding Songs from t 


“SHIP AHOY” 
well, Red Skelton, Bert Lahr, 


starring Eleanor Po 
Virginia O'Brien and Tomm 


THE LAST CALL FOR LOVE 


y Cummings and Burton L 


By E. Y. Harburg, Marger 


POOR 


Lyric by E. Y. Harburg 


LL TAKE 


Lyric by E. Y. Harburg 





waererr 


y Dorsey and his 


Currant Hi 


THERE WON'T BE A 


Orchestra 


ane 


yOu 


Music by Burton Lane 


TALLULAH 


Music by Burton Lane 





SHORTAGE OF LOVE 


By Carmen 


Lyric by Ralph Freed 
From the M-G- 


starring Mic 


Lyric by Jack Yellen 


NAAN NSN 








” from Olsen and Johnson's "Son 


Lombardo and John Jacob Loeb 


HOW ABOUT YOU? 


Music by Burton Lane 


bd hd dway, 
M Picture, “Babes On Broa 
key Reoney and Judy Garland. 


HAPPY IN LOVE 


Music by Sam E. Fain 
s O' Fun" 





The Beach Goes On 





perencnie SS pine ow Bp Swrnedgeen ERTS SD » ANSI 
song title has been borrowed for 
a Hawaiian ditty. Out of this 
merger has come ‘There'll Al- 
ways Be a Beach at Waikiki.’ 

John Redmond, James Cava- 
naugh and Nat Simon wrote it, , 
and Mills Music, Inc., is publish- 
ing. 


Jack Reblog: Sere 
And Conga Kid, Goes 
Strong for Longhairs 


There has been a decided trend 
recently to the use of American mu- 
sic in the place of the classics com- 
posed by European writers in the 
schools of the country. Whereas at 
one time music teachers in colleges, 
high schools used ‘Poet and Peas- 
ant’ and similar classics as the ve- 
hicles to put students through paces, 
they are now turning to the works 
of Vincent Youmans, Ferde Grofe, 
and a wide list of modern American 
compositions, which, they find, in- 
terest pupils a great deal more and 
results in stimulating the desire to 
learn. 


The trend has captured the inter- 
est of music publishers who see in 
it a source of income heretofore 
lacking; that is, those publishers who 
have copyrights on and publish the 
type of music increasingly being 
used. Jack Robbins, one of those 
interested in the surge toward the 
works of American writers, leaves 
today (Wed.) for Milwaukee to at- 
tend the Music Educators’ National 
Conference there, taking with him 
executives of his trio of publishing 
companies, Hugo Frey, Ed McCau- 
ley and D. Savino. It’s the first time 
he has visited a National Conference 
get-together. It’s a decided switch 
for Robbins, known as the 52d St. 
killer-diller and the ‘conga king’ of 
Miami and Havana. 




















Jerome Kern 


Continued from page 3 























new electees starts next Wednesday 
(1). Official announcements of the 
results of the director elections will 
be made at Friday night’s (27) an- 
nual meeting of the ASCAP mem- 
bership in the Ritz-Carlton hotel, 
N. Y. 

Ray Henderson elected member of 
ASCAP board directors, replacing 
Jerome Kern, who, with Al Lewis, 
constituted his bailot opposition. 
Henderson won over Kern by about 
100 votes. It will be first time Kern 
has not held an ASCAP post in over 
20 years. 


Other writers who won director- 
ships in balloting which closed past 
weekend were Gene Buck, George 
Meyer and Geoffrey O’Hara. Latter 
three re-electees. 

Of publishers’ camp John O’Con- 
nor, Jack Mills and Max Dreyfus 
were each voted another term, while 
Donald Gray defeated A. Walter 
Kramer, who was seeking a second 
term. 

The vote count showed the fol- 
lowing totals: 


TEOMGGPGOM oc ccccccccsccs 16985 
Lewis sbéeceésinsce Eee 
DEG. i.e sb decmnnened<eedeke Be 
0 ees one essvess 43,607 
SN) nkt'ndoeebe ns éoeees 35,0590 
Bc acesbebaesvas coos SOete 
Dreytas .ccccceccs dccnecas Gee 
TPO cont vadeouee - 2,486 
ORCS cs ds emad eres sere 2,041 
EN etllencie<ebncswhesasea 1,966 

















Kate Hepburn Play 


mame Continued from page 3 

















at the Shubert, N. Y., week of April 
6 


It has been Miss Hepburn’s custom 
to lay off during summer, another 
reason for the possible deferment of 
‘Love’ until the fall, but the Guild 
has ordered tickets and arranged for 
a number of theatre parties. Report 
that the star may do a picture during 
the summer is also discounted. That 
goes, too, for a report about Paul 
Muni, who returns to the boards in 
*Yesterday’s Magic’ also a Guild at- 
traction, on Friday (27) in New 
Haven. Muni is reported to have 
been called to Hollywood for a Co- 
lumbia film, ‘The Commandos.’ 
‘Magic’ is due in New York April 15 
at the Guild theatre. The latter, an 
Emlyn Williams play originally called 
‘The Light of Heart’ and ‘Love’ are 
among the highlights of the spring's 
premieres. 

Columbia announced Muni being 





due on the Coast June 1, 


| representative for 





oT coon nee, Beeb + 
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Whether Tommy Dorsey will continue with RCA-Victor (now that the 
Metro deal for a new recording company is off) will not be settled until 
the leader gets back to New York. He is working his way east to open 


at the Paramount theatre, N. Y., April 1. 


Beside quarrel with Victor 


which prompted his steaming up the Metro proposition Dorsey is asserte 
edly burned additionally at the company for releasing against his wishes 
the version he made of ‘Love Sends a Little Gift of Roses,’ out recently 

Before the Metro idea started Dorsey had been talking to Columbia 
Records about a shift to that outfit’s 50c label. 





Mutual network will begin on March 29 a definite schedule of orchestra 
remote exchanges between WOR, New York; WGN, Chicago, and KHJ 
Los Angeles, Whereas the present coverage of one station's pickups by 
the others is more or less haphazard due to news programs and other in. 
terruptions, the new schodule will set aside periods during which the 
bands picked up are to be certain of outlet in each territory. 

From 12 midnight to 12:30 am. WOR will carry Chicago bands serviced 
by WGN; 12:35 to 1 p.m., WOR’s pickups will be carried by WGN and 
KHJ, Los Angeles; at 1:15 am. KHJ remotes will come through to the 


others. 


Plan is to be carried out seven nights a week. 





Duke Ellington, currently playing Stanley theatre in Pittsburgh, is 
celebrating his 20th anniversary as a band leader this week. He organized 
his first outfit on March 26, 1922, and three of the original four men in 
the Ellington crew at that time are still with him. Following Pittsburgh, 
Ellington jumps to Moline, Ill., for a three-day stand and then heads for 
Hollywood and an eight-week stay at the Trianon Ballroom. 





Present ‘meeting’ between Music Corp. of America executives in Holly- 


wood will continue to April 1. 


One of the many things being discussed 


at the confab, it’s understood, is how best to allocate commissions and 
service, charges among various New York, Cleveland, Chicago, etc., offices, 
Problem is a source of constant squabbles. 

Execs attending meeting are Jules Stein, Billy Goodheart, Sonny Wer- 
blin, Hal Hackett, Maury Lipsey. D’Arve Barton, Cleveland branch head, 


didn’t go. 





Reason Merle Pitt’s ‘Five Shades of Blue’ orchestra, house band at 
WNEW, N. Y., was selected for its current spot in the new Broadway 
show, ‘Johnny 2x4,’ is unusual. Producer Roland Brown heard Pitt’s band 
on Associated Transcriptions from a station on the Coast and when he 
came to New York to cast the play remembered and his signing the band 


followed. 





Pinky Tomlin’s current stand at Hotel Muehlebach, K. C., was booked 
weeks ago with the auxiliary purpose of making a rendezvous with the 
stork. The expectant Mrs. Tomlin, knowing the birth would have to be 
by Caesarian method preferred a K. C. medico, and Tomlin accordingly 
arranged the band date with Manager Barney Joffee. 





Kyser’s Eastern Dates 





Kay Kyser’s orchestra has been 
booked for only three one-day dates 
while in the east. He may play 


1v.cre, but it’s understood that he will 
devote the greater portion of his 
time to doing free Army camp per- 
formances. Dates are Arena, Tren- 
ton, N. J., April 4; Arena, New 
Haven, next day (5), and a hop at 
the Boston Garden under the aus- 
pices of the Boston American for 
‘Bundles for Buddies’ fund. Latter 
will be a concert and dance proposi- 
tion with two sepa ate admissions. 
Bookings have not beei. set up by 
Music Corp. of America, Kyser’s 
bookers, with any mitimum gross 
in mind, but for the three dates it’s 
possible to reach a $50,000 take. 





Easter Is Great 


As it was during the Christmas 
holidays past, the band business is 
sold out of talent for the Easter 
weekend. All agencies, Music Corp. 
of America, General Amusement, 
William Morris, assert that they 
haven’t a band worth mentioning that 
isn’t booked. 

According to Harry Moss of MCA, 
the scarcity of MCA talent for those 
days also extends into the mid-west 
offices, 





Us¢é TG SQP 
Hollywood, March 24. 
Harold Roberts, once a familiar 
figure at football games as leader of 
the University of Southern Califor- 
nia band and later public relations 
the Musicians 


Union, is ‘now a number in San 


| Quentin priscn. 


Roberts entered the strong house 
after conviction on charges of moral 
offenses against small schoolgirls. 
His stretch is from one to 50 years. 





Mack Gordon and Harry Warren 
writing songs for ‘Springtime in the 
Rockies’ at 20th-Fox. 





ARTIE SHAW CHECKING 
IN WITH DRAFT BD. 


Hollywood, March 24. 

Artie Shaw left by train for New 
York today to report to his local 
draft board. He has been here sev- 
eral week on vacation, recovering 
from an illness that kept him in a 
N. Y. hospital for a few days before 
he came here. Shaw is supposed to 
reorganize his band, but the army 
may prevent that. 

Leader was reported as having a 
1-A classification at one time, but 
subsequent advices claimed he had 
been pushed back. to a 3-A rating 
due to his mother, who depends on 
him. 








King Mostly Businessman 


Cleveland, March 24. 

Ted King is tiropping band 
leader’s -role, after his orchestra 
closes at Southern Tavern April 4, 
to devete his full time to new band 
booker’s job with the William Mor- 
ris Agency branch office in Cleve- 
land. 

Up to now King has been working 
only part time with Phil Brown, 
agency’s manager, handling his 
music and club departme: ’ here. 

Intends keeping his crew, consist- 
ing of Clevelanders, intact and in 
circulation for local dates, King to 
direct it occasionally, but doesn’t 
want to tour any more, 








David Snell directing music for 
‘Appointment on the Pacific’ at 
Metro. 
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CHERIO MUSIC PUBLISHERS, INC, 


Give You Their New No. 1 Song 


CANCEL THE FLOWERS 


Recorded by 


TOMMY TUCKER (Okeh) 6466 
GUY LOMBARDO Decea)” 4108 


TONY MARTIN Goeoca) 4101 
CHARIOTEERS ‘ “ad 6509 


MITC AYRES (Bluebird) B1139: 
and Presents for Your Approval the Song That Explains Itself 


STRICTLY INSTRUMENTAL 


Recorded by HARRY JAMES on Columbia Records and Many More to Follow 














4 
L 





the 
ntil 
pen 
‘tor 
ort. 
hes 
tly. 
ibia 


stra 
HJ, 
by 
in- 
the 


ced 
and 


, is 
ized 
) in 
rgh, 

for 


lly- 
ssed 
and 
ices, 


Ver- 


ead, 


1 at 
way 
and 
1 he 
and 


»ked 

the 
» be 
ngly 


BD. 


24. 
New 
local 
sev- 
sring 
in a 
pfore 
sd to 
army 


ng a 
but 
had 
ating 
is on 


low 








ee ee ee 


OLE OS OAT 


AE UPR io Oe a 


Wednesday, March 25, 1942 


VARIETY 


MUSIC 43 





Bitter Who-Gets-What Battle Blowing 
Up in Publisher Branch of ASCAP 





By BEN BODEC 

A bitter battle within the publisher 
contingent of ASCAP is forecast 
when the publisher members meet 
next week to discuss the adoption of 
a revised system of royalty classifi- 
cation. A number of small publish- 
ers have already declared their op- 
position to the new plan, scoring it as 
another step toward enhancing the 
financial strength of the major firms 
with large standard catalogs. The 
smaller pubs also contend that if the 
new method of classification goes 
through competition from them or 
newcomer publishers will be serious- 
ly discouraged and curbed. 

The revamiped system of classifica- 
tion which is slated to be reported to 
the ASCAP publisher faction calls 
for: 

1. An increase of the perform- 
ance portion of the classification 
basis from 50% to 60%. 

2. A reduction of the seniority pro- 
vision from 20% to 10%. Raising of 
the seniority ceiling, or when the 
longevity of a publisher’s member- 
ship ceases to count in his favor, 
from 20 to 26 years. 

3. No change in the availability 
segment of the classification break- 
down, this remaining at 30%. 

4. Allocation of seniority to new 
publisher members after they have 
been in the Society for two years. 

5. Realignment of the point values 
assigned to radio performances, 
which would operate as follows: 

(a) A network commercial 
performance would count a full 
point at night and three-fourths 
of a point on a daytime program. 

(b) A network sustaining per- 
formance would count half a 
point, regardless of the broadcast 
time, 

<c) Special arrangements of 
public domain music would have 
the value generally of 1/10 point, 
but added value would be as- 
cribed to such arrangement con- 
sidered to be above the rank and 
file by a special committee ap- 
pointed to do the rating. 

(d) Theme songs on sustaining 





program would be figured at 
one-fourth a point and those on 
commercial programs at half a 
point. After a themer has had 
a consistent run with a night- 
time commercial program for 
three years its value would be 
automatically raised to a full 
point, whereas similar circum- 
stances would rate a daytime 
commercial themer three-fourths 
of a point. 

(e) Credits as regards com- 
mercial programs would be de- 
termined on the same basis as 
network time rates, with 6 p.m. 
EWT, being the dividing line 
between daytime and night-time 
programs. 

The above plan constitutes a com- 
promise with one that had been sub- 
mitted by Herman Starr, head of the 
Warner Bros. publishing group. 
Starr, who controls through his cat- 
alogs, particularly Harms, Inc. a 
massive amount of most used stand- 
ard tunes, had asked for the assign- 
ment of a much larger relative value 
to commercial performances. When 
the classifi@@tion plan committee got 
around to taking a vote last week, 
Starr stated that he didn’t like the 
proposed new system. The other 

(Continued on page 44) 


IF IT’S A HIT, IT’S 
SURE TO BE A SUIT 


‘White Cliffs of Dover,’ which has 
already sold 550,000 piano copies, is 
no exception to what has become 


almost the rule in the music busi- 
ness, that a smash hit is bound to 
bring a claim of infringement from 
an amateur. Shapiro, Bernstein & 
Co., publisher of ‘White Cliffs,’ last 
week heard from John J. Lauridson, 
an amateur writer, who in a letter 
alleged that this song had much in 
common with one he wrote some 
time ago. 

The title of Lauridson’s number 
was ‘Freedom.’ 














KWK Sidesteps BMI 


St. Louis, March 24. 
KWK, local Mutual affiliate, has 
gone exclusively ASCAP in so far as 
its music source is concerned. 
Station announced last week that 
it has not renewed with Broadcast 
Music, Inc. 


ASCAP ROYALTY 
PAYMENT AT 
$950,000 


ASCAP board of directors voted 
last Thursday (19) to declare a divi- 
dend of $950,000 for the initial quar- 
ter of 1942. It’s but $60,000 under 
the distribution for the like period 
of 1940, at which time ASCAP had 
in operation licenses with every 
class of user. 

The divvy for the first quarter of 
1941, when the income from radio 
was but a trickle due to the fight 

















NBC Log Lags 





The distribution for the cur- 
rent quarter will be based on the 
performances that prevailed for 
the final quarter of 1940. This is 
due to the fact that one net- 
work, NBC, has failed to fur- 
nish ASCAP with. its per- 
formance log for the period be- 
ginning, Oct. 28, 1941, when that 
web resumed relations with 
ASCAP. 

TS 
with the major part of the broad- 
casting industry, actually figured 
$650,000. After royalties were paid 
for the final quarter of 41, ASCAP 
found that a tax situation made it 
necessary for the immediate distri- 
bution of $350,000. Later members 
were informed that the latter would 
have to be treated as part of the 
subsequent quarter’s payoff. The 
$650,000 dividend was declared three 
months later. 












Gene Buck Defeated in Attempt 
To Get ASCAP Expenses for Gilbert 





Gene Buck, ASCAP president, ex- 
perienced another defeat last Thurs- 
day (19) in his repeated efforts to 
get the Society’s board of directors 
to defray L. Wolfe Gilbert’s travel- 
ing expenses when he comes from 
Hollywood to New York to attend a 
board meeting. The debate on the 
issue was highlighted by acrimoni- 


ous exchanges between publishers 
and the Buck-Gilbert combination, 
with John O’Connor, publisher di- 
rector, recalling how he had clashed 
with the same pair during a recent 
visit to the West Coast. Only way 
that Gilbert can now get his ex- 
penses paid is through a vote of the 
entire ASCAP membership. After 
the signatures of 15% of the writers 
have been affixed to a petition, the 
matter would be submitted to both 
writers and publishers, with adop- 
tion requiring a 51% weighted vote. 
The incident that O’Connor re- 
lated to the board occurred on the 
eve of the ASCAP West Coast mem- 
bership meeting several weeks ago 
in Hollywood. Gilbert, according to 
O’Connor, had accused him of fos- 
tering several anti-writer resolu- 
tions. Buck chimed in on the same 
theme and O’Connor then warned 
Buck that if he (Buck) made an at- 
tack on publishers at the forthcom- 
ing meeting he (O’Connor) would 
take the floor and show by the rec- 
ords that the publisher faction on 
the ASCAP board has in no way 
jeopardized the interests of the 
writers. 

It was following this Hollywood 
meeting that 176 writers living in 
that region signed a resolution ask- 
ing that the ASCAP bylaw barring 
the payment of a director’s traveling 
expenses be amended. As ea member 
of the Society’s administrative com- 
mittee O’Connor introduced the 
resolution at last Thursday’s (19) 
assembly of directors. It failed of 
adoption because it did ‘not receive 
an affirmative vote of two-thirds of 
the directors present. 

The current indications are that 





Buck will not be re-elected presi- 


dent when the board meets for that 
purpose next month. The same 
block of 11 publishers continues to 
be opposed firmly to granting him 
another term. Since a two-thirds 
vote of the 24 boardmen is required 
for confirmation, Buck will be able 
to retain office only as a holdover. 

Buck has repeatedly stated that he 
will stick to his $35,000-a-year post 
as president because the writers 
want him. 


ASCAP PUBS 
START SUITS IN 
NEBRASKA 


Several New York publishers who 
are affiliated with ASCAP will begin 
serving infringement suits on Ne- 
braska music users this week. These 
pubs reported Monday (23) that the 


necessary attested complaints were 
on their way to Nebraska counsel, 
Practice adopted by the firms in- 
volved is first to gather the evidence 
by checkers on the spot, secondly, 
to prepare the complaint in New 
York and then to mail the complaint 
to Nebraska lawyers for filing with 
the local federal court. 

After deciding that it could not 
make any compromise with the Ne- 
braska law which bars it from doing 
business in that state, ASCAP in 
January turned back to its members 
the performing rights as they applied 
to Nebraska. 











WEGODSEKY WITH B-V-C 
Bregman-Vocco-Conn has named 
Ira S. Wegodsky business manager. 
He was formerly with Paramount 





Pictures and General Records. 








SHEP FIELDS 


VAUGHN MONROE 
. loves it—is playing and singing it at the Hotel 
Commodore, New York, 











_ HIT PARADE. HERE | COME! 





@% JUST OUT... AND LOOK WHAT'S HAPPENING T0 


~. 





... has a fine arrangement that he will feature at the 
Hotel Edison, New York. 


FREDDIE EBENER 


... is doing a great radio job on it. 


LANNY ROSS 
... America’s popular tenor featured it over Colum- 
bia Network. 


HITCH YOUR BATON 
WRITE, WIRE, PHONE 


wa, THIS GREAT BALLAD BY BE 


TONY PASTOR (Bluebird) 


... just released... 


HAL McINTYRE (Victor) 


N SELVIN AND BOB EFFROS 


RECORDINGS 


and it’s a wow] 


... has already waxed a beautiful interpretation. 
and has recorded it in his new motion picture short, 


HORACE HEIDT (Columbia) 


... has reserved “The Mem’ry of This Dance” for next date 


GENE KRUPA (Okeh) 


... has reserved it and is drummin’ up a great disc arrange- 


ment, 


BOB STANLEY 


. . featuring it coast-to-coast over Mutual Network. 


TOMMY DORSEY 


... featured it in a special arrangement on the air.. 


. just 


four days after seeing the first copies! 


GUY LOMBARDO 


. ig doing it coast-to-coast, 


CECIL DAVIDSON 


. is featuring it via the airlanes from the Edge- 


LUD GLUSKIN 


water Beach Hotel, Chicago. 


... 4s charming radio audiences with his band’s ine 


terpretation. 


FRANCES CRAIG 


. is doing a great job on it from the Hermitage 


Hotel. 
JOHNNIE MESSNER 


TO THIS SKYROCKETING 


... hear his fine arrangement at the Hotel McAlpin. 


SONG ! 


ALL MATERIAL AVAILABLE! 


BROADCAST MUSIC, INC. 


980 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK. 
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: ic Sellers 
Inside Stufl—Mus 15 Best Sheet Music Sellers 
é IC | "Week ending Mare “Zii ——— Bee > Ps pean Nininnineonend Oe , page 
| Deep Heart Texas...Melodylane 
© sui aratory relief ral ri ss have| Don't Want Walk....Paramount Following tabulation of popular music performances embraces all three 
Two suits for declaratory velied on the renewel rights to songs Save Moonlight Cocktail... ..... Jewel networks—-NBC. CBS. Blue, and Mutual—as represented by WEAF—WJz 
tangled in two different litigations. One is Fred Fisher's ‘Peg o' My Miss You.........ccee.-. -Santly ’ 


Heart’ and the other concerns Al Piantadosi’s “That's How I Need You,’ 
which Metro used in ‘Barnacle Billi,’ 
suing Feist, the publishers thereof. 

In both cases, songsmiths Fisher (deceased, suing through Ann Fisher, 
the widow) and Piantadosi (now residing in California) allege neither 
was ‘written for hire,’ hence the renewal rights belong to them. The 
courts are asked to interpret who owns the rights. 

In the case of Fisher’s ‘Peg 0’ My Heart,’ this song is now published by 
three different firms—his own, Feist and also Famous. Feist was the 
original publisher, lyricist Al Bryan ceded his skare of the renewal 
rights to Famous Music, while composer Fisher, claiming the renewal 
rights belonged to him, and that Feist could not automatically renew them, 
is also issuing an edition. 

Meantime ASCAP kas adopted the practice of withholding credits on 
performances in the case of split renewal disputes until the issue has 
been settled. 


and on which Piantadosi is also 





Irving Berlin, Inc., held back ‘A Pink Cocktail for a Blue Lady’ for 
Hildegarde’s reopening at the Savoy-Plaza hotel, N. Y., this past weekend, 
counting on her impetus to make it a hit. Originally it was ‘Pink Cham- 
pagne,’ but a then current ‘Blue Champagne’ tune prompted the change 
to ‘Pink Cocktail.’ Hildegarde is also catapulting ‘I'll Be Seeing» You,’ a 
dormant Sammy Fain—(the late)—Irving Kahal song from a Royal Palm 
revue (Miami) into importance, just as she’s doing with ‘The World Is 


Waiting to Waltz Again,’ and ‘Ask Your Heart,’ the last co-authored by 
Gerald Marks-Walter Hirsch-Anna Sosenko. Latter, who is personal man- 
ager for Hildegarde, authored ‘Darling, Je Vous Aime Beaucoup,’ which 
is the songstress’ thematic, and while ‘Heart’ has been with Chappell for 
some eight years, the singer’s current impetus is forcing the publishers to 
‘work on it.’ 


Incidentally, a new record high reopening gross has prompted the S-P 
management to tilt its tariffs to $2.50, $3 and $3.50 minimum, which is 
extraordinary for a room that depends on one lone star to thrive. 





Charles Handy, v.p. of Handy Bros. Music Corp., clarifies the rights to 
‘Memphis Blues,’ in the following letter, as regards a suit over the use of 
the song in ‘Paramount’s ‘Birth of the Blues’ filmusical. The Handy letter: 

‘We publish ‘the Memphis Blues,’ of which our president, Mr. 
W. C. Handy, is composer and owner. 


‘In your issue of March 18 you state that Campbell Connelly & 
Co. has the rights to this number outside the United States and 
Australia, We dispute this statement. Such foreign rights as have 
been obtained on any version of ‘Memphis Blues’ belong to Mr. 
Handy, and we stand ready to show any prospective producer 
that no one but ourselves need be applied to for synchronization 
rights in this number, for exhibition anywhere.’ 





The beautiful English melody, ‘Sleepy Lagoon,’ by Eric Coates, which 
the British composer-conductor also recorded with a large symphony in 
London (and which Columbia alone released in America) has now been 
‘adapted’ as a pop song by Jack Lawrence (Chappell publishing). Latter 
seems to specialize in Tin Pan Alley versions of tunes such as ‘Yes, My 
Darling Daughter’ (from a Russian folk song), ‘Chiribirl’ (Italian), etc., 
and making them into big pop hits. 


Tony Martin has just waxed“Sleepy Lagoon’ for Decca, with a crack 
Victor Young arrangement for backup. It’s a cinch for best-seller. 





Geoffrey O’Hara, writer of ‘K-K-K-Katy,’ which was popular during 
World War I, has written another for the current struggle titled 
‘J-J-J-Joey,’ the story of a tank driver. 





We Ga ocaceseeera Shapiro 
| Blues in Night.......... Remick 
Somebody Taking Place.Shapiro 
PPS OE OTF Berlin 
Bose ODORS... si cvcduinscceeeae 
Shrine St. Cecelia........Braun 
How About You?..........Feist 
rll Pray For You...... Harms 
ee MGM ck 0.0 sche bos Republic 
Couple In Castle........ Famous 





How Do I Know Real?.Chappell 


| ‘who-Gets—What’ | 


aan ontinued from page 43S 

















pubs on the committee voted for its 
recommendation. 

Edwin H. Morris, who had argued 
strenuously for the recommended 
plan, pointed out last Thursday (19) 
that the publisher members of 
ASCAP could not help but consider 


the new method a sound one if they 
but realized that what gives the 
ASCAP repertoire its true value is 
the rich backlog of standard num- 
bers and not current music. The 
radio industry, he added, proved for 
10 months that it could get along 
with its own or current tunes. 


The smaller publishers look upon 
the plan as giving every advantage 
to firms with backlogs and a crusher 
for those publishers that have to 
depend for their performance income 
on their current releases. One small 
pub went so far as to term the new 
method of royalty classification as 
spelling the death knell of his con- 
freres in the industry. He expressed 
resentment of the threatened loss of 
50% in his seniority value, and 
scathingly arraigned the ‘biggies’ 
within the Society for what he 
termed the penalty that they have 
improvised not only for youth, but 
for 10 months of loyalty. By the 
latter he was referring to the 10- 
month fight between the radio inter- 
ests and the Society. Still another 
point made by this ‘publisher was 
that, once the major publishers got 
away with reducing the value of sus- 
taining usages, the process would 
continue from time to time until the 
value of a sustaining point would 
become negligible if not totally 
worthless. 





Hildegarde’s next recordings for 
Decca will be albums of ‘My Dear 
Public’ (Irving Caesar’s new mu- 
sical) or ‘Warrior’s Husband,’ Rodg- 
ers and Hart score. 

















We're on this hit. for the duration — "Typical 


—getting bigger every day. 


DON 





- Fast moving novelty. What a tune! 
What a lyric! What a twist! 


THREE 
LITTLE 
SISTERS 


‘Smooth, Silky, Rhythmic’ Hi 


Variety says: 


ballad melody ‘Lie’ packs 


wide appeal,” and selects as week’s 
best release... 


T TELL A 


LIE ABOUT ME 


(And | won't tell the truth about you) 


eee 


SoS: 

















WABC and WOR N. Y. Compilation herewith covers week beginning 
Monday through Sunday (March 16-22) from 5 p.m. to 1 a.m. and is 
based on data provided by Accurate Reporting Service regular checking 
source for the music publishing industry. 


TITLE PUBLISHFR TOTAL 
Ss PN ob ow ks cdc nc hbe ods siksbonceeee Melodylane ...... 30 
Tangerine—?t‘Fleet’s In’............. eee Ate OL ME, s,s ib o's 23 
Don’t Want Walk—7‘Sweater Girl’..............e000. Paramount ...... 27 
ae ey re TNE: Le iadccesbacccneanens  . See 24 
*How Do I Know It’s Real?............cccccccccces .- Chappell ......... 22 
I Wa a es el ee ee MOTTE 21 
How About You?—?‘Babes on Broadway’............ Feist .........+... 18 
Blues in the Night—+‘Blues in Night’......... jebeonen MEE os-oncdases 17 
I Remember You—?‘Fleet’s In’.............ee0e: ... Paramount ...... 17 
Somebody Else Taking Place...............ccceceees Shaprro .......... 17 
Sing M>» Song Island--?‘Song of the Islands’.......... on Se 17 
\, 2 SR a er ie. o DOR ce eccccciese 17 
ee nd ols scan enucnekn sc oune ee eee 17 
«lS aE PG Deere ie OM Ree ae ere nig MOE. o's ka dase 14 
EE Cs os oan oct ey b'bd os 6 uikh et eaeiae Pee 14 
Rose O’Day..... eae a-nation es wae atan EA 14 
eb c.g one. shoacye ns aay ble C803 ORD ah ks Greene-Re «=| - as 
I'll Pray for You—i‘What’s Cookin’..............% RS 55a r eas og 12 
> SU od eet ak, ci eeaMh ob ee os sew edness Belen : a ae.” ae ll 
BS Ge See ES THOR, 5 ones ck ds ccuscvcscocssoe a 11 
*Lamp of Memory............ 0 nih ee tude mbadboeuias SEE eh atthe ota a 10 
ee 7 I i at's ain ban sen DT ke@sbakionce 10 
I ra ian meee wens cobb cee Chea s DEED ix vochike ea nu 10 
Bomehety MebOtes Levee. ini: ocicccctviscccsensveves I ito ae oon 10 
ee ct le ik ete wisest wid a ak mae Ce A ey 10 
Pe Ee PONE. oicceenswe 01 <> telinte nese a ee 9 
Moonlight Cocktail.... : Farell Sadln asite- nea tte satan biter aie EP an 9 
rs Bee ee a oes kes a V'ds Babs 0s cece Bee ces Broadway ....... 9 
Always in My Heart—7‘Always in Heart’..... Ger Ss) EIR 8 
PENS oi die GaN eh Bays os shiek heehee ivet ee ocneee's benee oe 
Happy in Love—-f‘Sons 0° T.n’............eececes a vem © 
See. Se SD Ss ia vn ache ees Beeeias ee 8 
PREONET OE MIO, , i ddcns abades sl cinedbndes GE Beek oe eadeeee 8 
yg GS EP ee ee ee ee WONIOP iv ccccccss 4 ae 
Wherever You Are..... Lb ae v90-6> os Opieeben webinars se a CRS <igh cee tb 8 
SI CS io Ca cddddves 60s seseh eetkeouee’ 6600 MOORES Soke cecses 7 
Arthur Murray Taught Me—?‘Fleet’s In’......... Sen PUN wcdiw ec sdes - 
Pe eis o's Sie + % phew b.b dienes vias KA bare eRe (ee ee 7 
If You Build Better Mouse Trap—?‘Fleet’s In’........ Famous .......... 7 
I'll Remember April—j‘Ride "Em Cowboy’........ SU CME Vive Foo Foe vo 7 
Jealous—t‘Feminine Touch’...............-.eeeeceees a er or ee 7 
Johnny Doughboy Found Rose.................. eeeseeCrawiord ........ 7 
sia nae eid k We eebe. eV s 5'e kaw CR eS RibBen SY a se eweeewe 7 
re A ee i ioe beet kas 0 Gi cae wtb.ee 6S SD  orteneSins 7 
You Can’t Hold Memory in Arms.............esee0. SO Ss Go vs ck Vive 7 
*Heavenly, Isn’t It?—+‘Mayor of 44th Street’......... Greene-Revel .... 6 
ee Eg US cs cam esen Calelaicin awe Bas be eee Robbins 6 
ob Ps Ee errr eee, Embassy ......... 6 
ie ee Oe NER 6 oa pee tdeaves cebceeweee shan J. Campbell...... 6 
PR HI 6.5 Sci dud se CSSA nd edss eevwedeeeeeee ee ee 6 
a oii. ¢0in-h die Daca eles Ve 6 alba peeked tee CRADPGE occccccce 6 
eR idiy Sani Cnleet ss Pieris 6005 002005'0 eae Chappell ......... 6 
SE Ml IO ig hand Cueeres ie bce ee bUN ae ecleben EWE cach cceres 6 
i PERE Pee Pere. | en 5 
EB RSA an kb Wide wens @ ten dei oh adenine Se oe 5 
Everything I Love—t‘Let’s Face It’,............cc00. Chappee ..ss..... 5 
ee DL. sn ots chhdig’s Wellies abe eh e.c.00 0s omtenae pe Oe 5 
ee Nn dios oantip aes s ose s Soagnbe Se oe 5 
Someone’s Rockin’ My Dreamboat................e6. Advance ......... 5 
i ee er oe ee ears 5 





* Indicates BMI licensing; ** indicates SESAC licensing; others are via 
ASCAP, + Filmusical. t Legitimate. 








2 All,’ ‘Here You Are’ and ‘Me and 

Music Notes My Fellow.’ Seven Dresser tunes 

in the picture are ‘On the Banks 

Smiley Burnette sold ‘Wouldn't | the Wabash,’ ‘Volunteer,’ “The 
You Like to Know’ to Republic, to Convict and the Bird,’ ‘Liza Jane, 














be sung in ‘Beyond the Great ‘The Gay White Way,’ ‘Come Tell 
Divide.’ Me What’s Your Answer’ and the 
Pe wr title song. 
Fontaine Fox gave Paramount 
permission to use his daily strip | 
character, ‘The Powerful Katrinka,’| The Song Everyone Is 


as a song title in ‘Priorities of 1942. | 


Talking About! 
WE’LL 
MEET 





Herbert Stothart composing the 
score for ‘Random Harvest’ at Metro. 





Bronislau Kaper is doing back- 
ground musie for ‘A Yank at Eton’ 





at Metro. 

Charles Gunther is publishing AGAIN 
latest patriotic tune, ‘Captain Colin 
P. Kelly Jr.’ DASH - CONNELLY, Inc. 





1619 Broadway, New York 


Morris Stoloff scoring ‘Hello An- SOLLY COHN, Gen. Pro. Mar. 


napolis’ at Columbia. 




















Kenny freres have written ‘The 


Air Raid Warden Song.’ . 


4 





Lee Robim and Ralph Rainger 
turned in three ditties to supple- 
ment the seven Paul Dresser num- 
bers in ‘My Gal Sal’ at 20th-Fox. 
Their tunes are ‘Oh, the Pity of It 


MEREDITH WILLSON’S | 


AMERICA CALLING 








Hello, PHIL SPITALNY; 


You and your “Hour Of Charm” girls are getting the 
cheers you deserve at all the army camps you are playing. 
We're proud to have you as our guests. 


Congratulations on all the fish you are catching! 


bade Teale 


MIAMI BEACE 


WALTER JACOBS 
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Richman All Set to Resign as AGVA 
VP. Unless Griffin Quits Meantime 








Miami, March 24. 

Harry Richman, current at the 
Royal Palm here, says he has his 
resignation from the vice-presidency 
of the American Guild of Variety 
Artists already written out. How- 
ever, he won’t send it through ‘if 
AGVA gets rid of Gerald Griffin, 
national executive secretary, and 
sets up death benefits, relief and sick 
funds. F 

Richman says AGVA right now is 
hardly operating to the actors’ good. 
‘Its administration is chaotic and 
working at cross-purposes, plus the 
fact that it has been discredited to a 
great extent,’ Richman adds, ‘and 
only my great friendship for Morton 
Downey, president of AGVA, has 
stopped me from resigning up to 
now. As he put it, he didn’t want to 
leave Downey holding the bag. 

According to Richman, he spoke to 
Harry Goodman, brother of Benny 
Goodman, and Rocco Vocco, music 
publisher, immediately after the 
brawl at Tommy Dorsey’s N. Y. of- 
fices last fall, and that he gleaned 
from them that Griffin’s part in the 
fracas was ‘deplorable.’ 





Committee of AGVA members 
probing Griffin’s alleged part in the 
Dorsey brawl met Monday (23) in 
N. Y., but failed to reach a decision. 
The committee, headed by Morton 
Downey, will probably have a ver- 
dict when it meets again next Mon- 
day (30). 





Nitery Rewards Buyers of 


$100 Bonds with Phone 
Talks to Picture Stars 


Detroit, March 24. 

Patriotic nitery tieups here, which 
launched rubber salvage collections 
one night a week In lieu of admis- 
sions, now are including telephone 
links to the Hollywood stars. 

Proposed by Benny Rubin during 
his appearance at the Bowery, with 
added touches from Frank Barbaro, 
the owner, the nitery now is offer- 
ing direct telephone conversations 





A 
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Zorita Appeal Denied 


Toledo, March 24. 

The conviction in Toledo Municipal 
Court of Ada Brockett, night club 
dancer known as ‘Zorita,’ on the 
charge of indecent exposure, has 
been upheld by the Court of Appeals. 
Following her conviction as the re- 
sult of a dance she gave in the Ken- 
tucky Klub, Toledo, on Aug. 15, 1941, 
she was sentenced to six months in 
the Workhouse but appealed the 
case. The Appeals Court ordered the 
sentence to be executed. 

‘Zorita’ left town last September. 


Buffalo Actors 
In Strike Vote 
~ Against Cafes 


Buffalo, March 24. 

Controversy between American 
Guild of Variety Artists and western 
New York night club owners cul- 
minated, at a general meeting of the 
actors held Thursday (19), in a vote 
authorizing a general strike against 
all owners failing to pay the mini- 
mum wage scale adopted by the 
union last month. 

Actors, under stewardship of 
Prof. Maji, are asking for $25 for 
line girls and $35 and $40 minimum 
for m.c.’s and performers for a seven- 
day week. Attempts are being made 
to reduce the number of shows from 
three to two nightly and to improve 
dressing room conditions here which 
actors claim are the ‘worst,’ as well 
as the eventual stoppage of the prac- 
tice of enforced ‘mixing.’ 

Owners have refused acceptance 
of the scale, claiming that the rate 
is based upon union schedule for the 
largest cities only. 

Following the strike vote, with pos- 
sible threats of sympathetic action 
by cooks, waiters agd musicians, and 














with Coast players for the first two/|jn an attempt to avoid a general 


purchasers of $100 defense bonds on 
Fridays, Saturdays ar Sundays. 


It has produced some terrific off- | AGVA 


shoots. 


First purchaser of a $100 | Night Club Owners Assn., Inc., 


| strike of all entertainers in the Buf- 
|falo area, executive committees of 
and the Niagara Frontier 
met 


bond, a woman, gabbed three min-| with the Federation of Labor ar- 
utes with George Brent on the West | bitration committee over the week- 
Coast from the nitery floor, hung up | end. 


and said: ‘I’d like to increase my | 


purchase by $500 more.’ 
wouldn’t tell what he’d said. 

Audience gets the Detroit end of 
the conversation and Barbaro, who 
at first feared pix stars might not go 
for the nitery tieup, said he has 
been amazed at the list of players 
who have lined up for future phone 
conversations to boost defense bond 
sales 2,500 miles away. 


MCA OFFICIALS RETURN 
FROM COAST MEETING 


Music Corp. cf America v.p.s Bill! 
Goodheart and Sonny Werblin, who 


She 








huddled with J. C. Stein in Beverly | 


Hills, get back from the Coast early 
next week. General budgetitis was 
On the program. Hal Hackett, also 
an MCA v.p., returned from the par- 
ley this week due to impending radio 
deals, 

Prexy Stein is slated to visit New 
York April 15 or thereabouts in the 
hopes of straightening out Danny 
Kaye, whose run-of-the-play in ‘Let’s 
Face It’ expires in May; also his deal 
with MCA, since Kaye seems in- 
clined to book henceforth through 
William Morris (pictures, radio, etc.). 
This tangle is a holdover from the 
MCA takeover of CBS Artists Bu- 
reau, Kaye objecting to ‘being sold 
down the river,’ as he puts it. 

Meantime, MCA in New York is 
Said to have effected a $500 weekly 
Saving in general overhead through 
dismisal of overlapping stenos, book- 
ers, etc. 





GOLDEN GATE, FRISCO, 
BOOKS ACTS TILL AUG. 


San Francisce, March 24. 
Golden Gate theatre (RKO) has 
booked acts as far ahead as next 
August, Count Basie being set in for 
week of Aug. 6. Lineup of advance 








bookings, in fact, is heaviest in 
months, with following already sked- 
ded for week stands: 

Ritz Bros., March 25; Jack Teagar- 


'den, April 1; Ear) Carroll unit, 8; 


| Xavier 





Cugat, 22; Harry Howard’s 
Beachcombers, 29; Ted Lewis, May 6; 
Abbott & Costello, May 13. 





Pennsy Cafe Operator 
Guilty in Bank Swindle 


Philadelphia, March 24. 

Buford S. Smith, operator of 
Smitty’s night club on tke outskirts 
of Lancaster, Pa., was found guilty 
by a jury last Wednesday (18) of a 
$70,541 bank swindle. It was Smith’s 
s>cond trial, the first jury failing to 
agree. 

The prosecution charged that Wil- 
liam F. Sahm, Jr., a bookkeeper, 
confessed to embezzling $307,000 
from a Lancaster bank and making 
false deposits in Smith's name to 
the tune of $70,541. Smith gave 
Sahm the power of attorney to do 
this, the state charged. 





al 


CANTOR URGES 
BIN ON MIKES 


Local Stations Get Star Tal- 
ent On Cuff and Presence 
Of Microphones Makes 
Performers Self-Conscious 
—<Also Brings in Contrac- 
tural Difficulties and Gen- 
erally Upsets a Smooth 
Performance 








CORELLI CONCURS 





Eddie Cantor, who does as many 
benefits as anybody, and who re- 
iterates ‘they’re a fine thing for the 
many fine causes they serve,’ again 
pointed to this past Sunday night’s 
benefit at the Hotel Astor, N. Y., as 
evidence of the ‘benefit racket’ and 
how it frequently does more harm 
than good, especially to the artist. 
Cantor’s target this time was the 
practise of picking up these gala 
entertainments by some local radio 
stations which, with or without com- 
pensation, thus got itself an all-star 
gala show and a new listening audi- 
ence at modest or no expense. 


The evil to the actors lies in the 
restriction that the mike imposes on 
the average performer. And when 
the artist forgets the radio tabus, the 
results are frequently embarrassing 
and ofttimes suicidal. 

Willie Howard’s explosive gosh- 
darnit (but he didn’t say it that way) 
in his soap-box Communist routine 
was one illustration. Earlier in the 











evening, three stalwart Javanese 
Dutch soldiers were taking bows, in 
person, at the Jewish Consumptive 
Relief Society benefit (which was the 
auspices at this Hotel Astor benefit, 
emceed by Nick Kenny, the radio 
columnist) and they, not knowing 
about radio or anything, ad libbed 
about Goerring and Goebbels in 
some picturesque sonavagun lan- 
guage—only they, too, didn’t say it 
that way. 
Blacking Out: Cantor 


Cantor told all this to Alan Corelli; 
executive secretary of the Theatre 
Authority, and Corelli agreed that 
radio pickups of benefits should be 
eschewed. The star pointed out that 
the average guester comes 
hotel or Madison Sq, Garden or 
some theatre breathless from doing 
his own stint. He himself was not 
aware Astor event was being picked 
up until somebody noticed the 
WMCA mike. Since Cantor is ex- 
clusively Bristol-Myers, under spon- 
sorship, the WMCA _ announcer 
blocked-out Cantor’s comedy, talking 
through the scene, and later filling 
in with music, while the laugh re- 
sponse to Cantor was only audible 
through the mike. 

Similarly, the WMCA announcer, 
familiar with Belle Baker’s routine, 
blocked her out after ‘Last Time I 
Saw Paris,’ but was unprepared for 
Howard’s explosively profane tag- 
line. 


How it inhibits acts was evidenced | 


also by Benny Baker’s observation, 
‘Well, this gag has another tagline, 
but we’re on the radio you know.’ 


Mills Bros. Work East 


Ka.sas City, March 24, 

At the Tower theatre here last 
week, Mills Brothers are working 
east for a return to the Chez Mau- 
rice Club, Montreal. Between the 
Tcwer and Muurice dates group will 
play at the Flint (Mich.) Athletic 
Club and the Paradise theatre, De- 
troit. 

In their Kansas City date the 
Mills Brothers were using a new 
guitar background, with John Smith 
or the instrument. Norman Brown, 
their long-time plucker, left the 
singers following a St. Louis date 
before they made the Tower stage. 
Brown returned to New York, where 
he entered the army. 
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Vande Demand Wins 


Spartanburg, 8. C., March 24. 

State, Wilby-Kincey’s local vauder, 
plans to shift policy and continue 
stage shows throughout spring and 
summer due to demand by thousands 
of soldiers and defense workers. 
Further policy ig to hike tariffs 
slightly for stage shows, slotting in 
‘B’ pix as fillers. 

Takes all winter in Dixie have 
been big for vaudfilm. 


Uncle Sam Helps 
Morris Office To 
Ease Chi Strain 


Awkward Chicago managerial situ- 
ation of the William Morris agency 
has been straightened out with Irv- 
ing Lazar’s enlistment at Camp Up- 
ton, N. Y., yesterday (Tuesday), 
segueing Harry Kalcheim into his 
spot in charge of cafe and hotel 
bookings. This eliminated the pres- 
sure on Morris 8. Silver, who was to 
have been augmented by Kalcheim 
in charge of the Chi branch, in which 
Silver owns a large share. 

Kalcheim has been dipping into 
every branch of the Morris office 
since leaving Paramount, where he 
was the chief talent booker. 

Sam Bramson, who was to have 
come east from the Chi Morris of- 
fice, now remains there. 

No other agency revamping will 
be necessary since no more key men, 
other than Het Manheim (literary 
dept.) are due to join the colors, at 
least immediately. Bob and John 
Lastfogel, both nephews of Abe 
Lastfogel, v.p. and g.m. of the Mor- 
ris office, who have joined up, held 
down jobs as aides to key men. Bob 
Lastfogel enlisted in the navy Mon- 
day (23); John has been at Fort 
; Monmouth, N. J., for several wéks. 


NAB SINGER, MUSICIAN | 
ON REEFER CHARGE 


St. Louis, March 24. 

Phyllis Walters, 20, nitery singer, 
and Russell H. Rohrkasse, 27, band 
tooter, last week pleaded guilty in 
the East St. Louis Federal Court to 
a charge of delivering reefers to 
Federal narcotie agents. They asked 
for probation but action was de- 
ferred until the Probation Officers 
made an investigation. 

Tipped off that reefer parties were 
being held in East St. Louis for 
soldiers in training at Scott Field, 
Hil, and Jefferson Barracks, Mo., 
both near here, Fed officers dis- 
guised themselves in khaki and ob- 
tained some of the drug ciggies from 
the pair. The purchases were made 
in East St. Louis although the 
prisoners asserted they lived in this 
burg. 


Puleo Loses Contract 
e . * a 
Tiff With Minevitch 
Hollywood, March 24. 
Contract between Borrah Mine- 
vitch, harmonica band leader, and 
John Puleo, one of his playérs, was 
upheld as valid by Herbert Silver- 
berg, arbitrator, under rules of the 
American Arbitration Association. 
Puleo declared the contract, signed 
in. September, 1940, was invalid and 
remained at Earl Carroll’s theatre- 
restaurant after the Minevitch 
troupe moved out. Silverberg ruled 
that the pact is binding and that 
Minevitch is entitled to the exclusive 


artistic services of Puleo until May 
15, 1942. 



































Miami, March 24. 

Lou Cohen, operator of the May- 
fair club and seven other widely 
known local nitery figures, were ar- 
rested here Friday (20) as FBI 
agents, operating simultaneously in 
36 cities, attacked what they des- 
cribed as the nation’s largest lottery 
ring, with estimated earnings of $10,- 
000,000 a year. 

Topping the list of Miami arrests 
were Cohen and two of his brothers, 
Charles and Joseph. The three were 
known to be actively associated with 
the Mayfair club and heid to have 
been the main backers of other lo- 
eal niteries whose adjoining blue 
rooms were frequently raided dur- 
ing the gambling blitz. 

Charles Oeffler, said by authorities 
to be Cohen’s tieup with the Eli 
Bolero club, was also arrested here, 
and others! in the Miami roundup, 
directed by Chief Agent R. G. Dan- 
ner, were Seymour Burns, his wife. 
Rose; Benjamin Lustgarten anc 
Joseph Ginsberg. Burns was des 
= as angel of a popular beac. 
pub. 

Cohen was among those indicte 
in a Pittsburgh lottery ring case tw 
years ago. The case was dismisse 
for lack of evidence after Cohe: 
had been under a $10,000 bond for : 
year during which he continued to 
operate and expand his chain of bars 
and niteries in Miami. 

Present charges concern alleged 
interstate shipment of lottery tickets 
to Albany, N. Y., and Wilmington, 
Del. The FBI did not outline opera- 
tion of the lottery, but the payoff 
was reportedly based on guessing 
beforehand certain figures in the 
daily Treasury balance. 

The northern report of the case 
came from FBI Director J. Edgar 
Hoover in Washington, who named 
the Cohen brothers as the ring- 
leaders of the lottery syndicate, with 
estimated earnings of $10,000,000 a 
year from the sale of 4,125,000 tickets 
printed weekly in Albany and at 
Fort Plain, N. Y. 

Bond posted here totals $110,000, 
and is one of the largest ever re- 
corded locally. 

During the open gambling last 
summer, Cohen’s syndicate clashed 
frequently with the local _ setup, 


| when it was reported to be attempt- 


ing to open up in a bigger way. 
After Governor Holland’s order 
closing up all gambling operations, 
Cohen did not figure in the news 
until now. 





Passaic Theatre Puts on 
Special Show for Defense 


Workers on Lobster Shift 


Central theatre, Passaic, N. J., op- 
erated by A. Preskel and John Ack- 
erman, is putting on special vaudfilm 
show after midnight every Saturday 
in response to request from Wright 
aeronautical and other war plant ex- 
ecutives that entertainment be pro- 
vided workers in Passaic war in- 
dustries whose jobs don’t permit 
them “to see shows any other time. 
Show goes on around 1:30 a.m, run- 
ning approximately two and one-half 
hours. 

The Central must pay stagehands 
and projectionists time and one-half. 

Wright’s and the other plants-do 
not give the Central any minimum 
gross guarantees, and in some in- 
stances receipts have been lower 
than operating costs. Understood, 
however, that late shows are to con- 
tinue indefinitely. 








Asserts Patriotism 


Buffalo, March 24. 
War brought change in title to Auf 
Wiedersehn, nitery just outside city 
limits. 
Spot, near plane-producing plants, 
now tags itself patrioticaily as the 
‘Airlanes.’ 


DIO HAMPERS BENEFITS 


FBI Rounds Up Miami Nitery Men 
As Leaders of $10,000,000 Lottery 
Ring; Raid Carried Out in 36 Cities 
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N. Y. Supreme Court to Issue Verdict 
Within 2 Weeks on Burley Closing 


a 








| 
New York Supreme Court Justice | 
Aaron J. Levy will issue a decision 
within the next two weeks on the 
legal action designed to force N. Z. 


License Commissioner Paul Moss to 
grant a permit to the Gaiety, . * 
to which Moss recently denied a 
license renewal. The jurist was ex- 
pected to rule on the action Monday 
(23), but decided to reserve opinion. 
During last week additional pro 
and con argument was heard, 
churchmen upholding Moss whiie 
show people expressed opposition to 
his alleged ‘arbitrary’ procedure. 
Brooks Atkinson, N. Y. Times 
drama critic, on Sunday (22) said 
that while he hated to find himself 
defending burlesque theatres, ‘there 
is a grave matter of democratic prin- 
ciple at stake in this affair. If Com- 
missioner Moss can close burlesque 
theatres without permitting the 
burlesque managers to defend them- 
selves, he can close legitimate and 
motion picture theatres by the same 
autocratic methods and apply politi- 
cal or any other kind of censorship 


at will . . The Mayor should put 
a stop to this totalitarian non- 
sense...’ 


Ernst’s Argument 


Justice Levy took under advise- 
ment the plea of the Gaiety for a 
writ of mandamus to compel Moss 
to grant it a license after hearing an 
argument Wednesday (18) when 
Morris Ernst, attorney for the 
Gaiety, pleaded that Moss’s action in 
denying a license to fhe theatre in 
the absence of a conviction was a 
violation of the constitutional rights 
of the Gaiety’s operators. On Mon- 
day (23) both sides filed briefs. Moss 
filed several from clergymen and in- 
cluded one of his own, In the latter 
brief he stated that ‘at no time in 


as 





my tenure as Commissioner of 
Licenses have I set myself up as a 
censor of theatrical performances. I 
am of the opinion, however, that in- 
dividuals whose past conduct demon - 
strates a hardened determination to 


use the theatres operated by them | 


as a means om purveying fifth are 
morally unfit to be trusted with a 
(Continued on page 55) 


NEW AGENT BILL 
SOUGHT IN N. Y. 


Albany, March 24, 
Senator Condon and Assemblyman 
stertag have introduced a state bill 
that would regulate 
agencies. It provides for a gross fee 
to be charged applicants not to ex- 
eeed amount listed in schedule 1 of 
maximum fees filed with and ap- 
proved by -‘ommissioner of Licenses 
or other licensing agency, vaudeville 
and circus engagements excepted. 
Measure eliminates’ gross fee of 
5%. 








| Room (Freddy Mari‘i.’s band, Dinah 
| Shore and The Hartmans) are the 


theatrical | 





Army Needs May Nix 
Det. Grounds for Fair 


Detroit, March 24. 
Whether Michigan will have a 
State Fair this year is contingent on 
whether Army officials decide to use 
the extensive grounds here as a 
concentration point for equipment. 
Decision of the Board of State Fair 
Managers on whether to go ahead 
with plans for the "42 fair was post- 
poned until offcial word was re- 
ceived on whether the fairgrounds 
would be used for storing tanks and 
other mobile equipment produced 
here before moving it on to the 
training camps. There also have 
been indications that the Army may 
have in mind some other plans for 
the extensive grounds located within 
Detroit. 


NITE CLUB BIZ IN 
N.Y.DOING AN 
OFFBEAT 


Outside of the hotels with name 
bands, New York’s niteries are cur- 
rently on the quiet side so far as 
business is concerned. Monte Proser’s 
Copacabana, which Joe E. Lewis 
hypoed into important attention, 
along with the perennial Stork club, 
which does all right regardless, and 
the Waidorf-Astoria’s Wedgwood 











Springfield, Mass., 
Theatre Mulls Bands 


Springfield, Mass., March 24. 

Because Charlie Barnet’s one-day 
stand drew fou: full houses at 65¢ 
top, Court Square theatre is seri- 
ously considering offering name 
bands once a week. Barnet, with 
Jane Pickens as the co-feature, had 
about 7,000 customers before he left 
the house Wednesday (18). 

Manager Ed Harrison is trying to 
unravel red tape with musicians’ 
union, which is hinting it expects to 
provide a standby band, and with 
Loew’s office at Boston, which is 
lining up possible attractions. House 
has been running a split week, films 
only first four days and vaudeville 
last three with one picture, An en- 
tirely new bunch of customers 
showed up for Barnet show, accord- 
ing to Harrison. 


A.C. LOOKS 10 
NEW SEASON 


Atlantic City, March 24. | 

Despite blackout threats, Atlantic 
City is going ahead with plans for a 
big season beginning with Easter. 

Frank P. Gravatt, operator of 
Steel Pier, has signed Jimmy 
Dorsey’s band for the opening night 
(Easter Sunday). Alex Bartha’s 
band will return at that time as 
house orch. The Three Ink Spots 
head the vaude bill, which marks 
opening of the Music Hall on the 
pier. 

Kenneth Baker, resident manager 
of Traymore  beachfrontery, has 
opened Submarine Grill as day and 
night spot. This room has been re- 
modeled and is now open for cock- 
tail dancing and-—on through the 
night. Max Malamut, of Ritz-Carl- 
ton, has named Herbert Frank as 
manager of Merry Go Round Room 
of hotel. Frank was formerly with 
Benjamin Franklin and Bellevue- 











big money-marers. 

Hildegarde’s return to the Savoy- | 
Plaza, N. Y., put that spot into the | 
big league, but otherwise things are | 
quiet. The Versailles does okay on | 
dinner biz, but is off; ditto La Mar- | 
tinique, although Georgie Price has | 
resuscitated that room a bit and has 
renewed a fifth week. Class hotel 
rooms like the Persian (Plaza hotel), 
Iridium (St. Regis) and Cotillion 
(Pierre) are blah. 

The big barns and little bars on 
and off Broadway get the defense 
workers and furloughing soldiers 
and sailors on weekends, while on 
some nights class spots like El 
Morocco are suffering from hunger, 
and other times okay, depending on 
some social gala. In the main it’s 


Stratford, Philadelphia. Louis S. | 
Parsons, formerly of Stacy-Trent 
Hotel, Trenton, now managing Sena- 
tor Hotel here. 


Saranac Wolf Tells 
Off H’wood Wolves 


Saranac Lake, N. Y., March 20. 
Editor, ‘Variety’: 

Boy, I’m mad; for the past two or 
three years I’ve heard about those 
Wolves in Hollywood and I’ve read in 
Lee Mortimer’s column about the 
original organization of the Wolves, 
but them Hollywood actors are steal- 














no longer fashionable to dress up 
| and wax ostentatious about vintage 
| wines. The Rockefellers’ Rainbow 
| Grill (informal) packs ’em in, on a 
bargain basis, but the more formal 
| Rainbow Room is as spotty as the 
rest of the town. The 52d street 
joints see-saw with the trends, and 
that takes in 21, Leon & Eddie’s and 
Jack White’s fun factory at Club 18. 
The others usually suffer. 
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ing my stuff, and I am that mad that 


Shuberts Map 2-a-Day B'way Vaude 
Similar to Cliff fi ischer s Priorities 





Film Deal Key to St. Loo 
Hotel Date for Hildegarde 


St. Louis, March 24. 

Hotel Chase here is going in for 
a big-name policy and would induct 
its May reopening with Hildegarde 
from New York's Savoy-Plaza. This 
deal depends on a film dicker for 
the songstress. RKO director Tim 
Whelan is currently in New York 
talking to her about a filmusical 
which Music Corp. of America pack- 
aged. 

Matty Malneck band will officiate 
at the Chase regardless. The chan- 
teuse is wanted for five weeks to 
open. 








Hildegarde, who returned Friday 
(20) to the Savoy-Plaza, N. Y., has 
turned down ‘Warrior’s Husband,’ 
forthcoming Dwight Deere Wiman 
show. 


AFM BLAMED BY 
RKO FOR EXIT 
OF VAUDE 





Majority of RKO houses in the 
New York metropolitan area which 
have been booking one and two- 
night vaude shows are giving up live 
talent with exception of occasional 
secondary name bands owing to diffi- 
culties in making terms with musi- 
cians union officials. 

Attempt to revive combo vaude 
and picture policy around New York, 
which was being given impetus by 
profitable RKO operations in San 
Francisco, Cleveland and Boston and 
further stimulated by hefty grosses | 
being chalked up by Clifford C. 
Fischer’s straight two-a-day ‘Priori- 
ties of 1942’ at the 46th St. theatre, 
is being abandoned unless any drastic 


Click of Clifford C. Fischer’s ‘Pri- 
orities,” two-a-day vaudeville show 
at $1-$2 scale, has inspired the 
Shuberts, in association with Music 
Corp. of America, to simulate a sim- 
ilar Broadway show. This would 
give the Shuberts a double-feature 
straight-vaude show, since they're 
also in with Fischer at the 46th St. 
theatre. Site of the second vaude 
revue not yet picked. 

Jack Bertell, MCA v.p., has pre- 
sented a package of his clients, in- 
cluding The Hartmans, Hildegarde, 
Harry Richman, Billy de Wolfe and 
others as the nucleus of the Shubert 
initialers. An embellishment on the 
‘Priorities’ motif would be to have 
Eddie Davis and Guy Bolton write 
special material for the sketches, 
and yet maintain the straight-vaude 
format. The setup would operate 
under rules rather than Equity, 
American Guild or Variety Artists, 
which governs such other glorified 
variety shows as ‘Sons of Fun’ and 
‘Hellzapoppin.’ AGVA, however, has 
jurisdiction over ‘Priorities,’ though 
it’s in a legit house. 

Shuberts may extend their vaude 
idea still further, since ey have 
the advantage of controlling so 
many small legit theatres, ideal for 
the planned policy. The Broadway 
(nee Colony) is one such, and the 
44th St., now deprecated as a ‘jinx 
house,’ still lends itself well for va- 
riety shows. ° 

Fischer’s Long Career Recalled 

Extraordinary click of Fischer's 
‘Priorities,’ incidentally, has reem- 
phasized this showman’s career of 
over 35 years. 

Fischer was foreign talent booker 
for H. B. Marinelli & Co., and later 
for William Morris. He’s been knock- 
ing around the world capitals as a 
talent scout and later a producer 
since 1905. 

It was Fischer who first brought 
Harry Lauder to America for Klaw 
& Erlanger when the latter were 
operating the New York theatre on 
Broadway (now the site of the Cri- 
terion) as bigtime vaudeville op- 
position to B. F. Keith. This was in 
1907. When Lauder met the late 
William Morris, in Fischer’s words, 
‘the great Scotch comedian fell in 
love with Bill Morris; he had never 
met such a high-type showman and, 
of course, to this day anything Sir 
Harry Lauder does is with the Mor- 
ris agency.’ 


Cafe Unit Compromises 
On Shortened Pitt Date 





reduction in film product makes live 
shows necessary. 


Some theatre operating execs 








I am showing a high temperature. 

| During 1936 I organized the Lone 
| Wolves of the North. Every mem- 
ber had to be a health-seeker and a 
member of the Actors colony. The 
dues were 25c a year, that money 
being used to buy cigarets for the 
less fortunate who could not make 
the grade, or buy stamps for them so 
that they could write home to their 
folks. 

When one got his card and a mem- 
bership into the Wolves, that would 
enable him to go from one room to 
the other wolfing; but, if the Wolf 
was caught holding hands with a 
girl, he was fined 10c, and that went 
into the charity fund. If he was 
caught trying to out-wolf another 


} 














wolf, he was fined 15¢c and his card 
suspended for two. weeks. 

We health-seeking Wolves wolfed 
on the up-and-up, and we got to be 
so well known here that the town | 
folks wanted to join the Wolves, 
which we let them do at 25c a throw. 
This letterhead proves the Wolves is 
our organiaztion, and we are mad 
because the Hollywood Wolves are 
horning in on us original Wolves. 

I have just seen our lawyer, and 
we are going to sue that Hollywood 
mob of Wolves 10c a piece, plus 5c 
for wolfing without the O. K. for the 
Big Chief Benway. 

I have been a ‘Variety’ mugg for 
years, and I know that ‘Variety’ will 
see fair play and see that in the fu- 
ture all wolfing must be OKd by this 
office. 

Us ‘time-markers’ and health- 
seekers are the original Wolves, and 
we want credit for it, and we are not 
going to let that Hollywood gang 
out-Wolf us. 

I am enclosing a paid-for-life Wolf 
card; now you, too, can wolf and 
howl. 

Howlingly yours, 

Happy Benway, 
Big Chief and President. 
(Protective Order Lone Wolves of 





| ployment for 60 to 100 more musi- 





the North, Founded .1937.) 


within RKO who have been vaude- 
ville-minded were stymied when 
musicians union recently held that | 
even if a single act appears in a pic- 
ture house, regardless of fact that it 
may be an instrumental turn, thea- | 
tre must pay for an orchestra of five | 

| 


men whether the pitmen are used or 
not. In many picture houses there | 
is no pit for musicians and men| 
would have to be retained without | 
working, if theatre operators agreed 
to such arrangement. 

Issue at stake, according to theatre 
operator involved, was not merely 
matter of paying for a band. Idea 
was to try out with several acts on 
an experimental basis, lopping off 
the second feature. Contention was 
that combo family vaude and film 
shows would stand up as well as | 
double features and that once this | 
was proved to satisfaction of top | 





Pittsburgh, March 24. 
Charles V. Yates, owner of ‘Fun 
for Your Money,’ nitery unit, agreed 
to forego cast salaries for four nights 


that Yacht Club, local cafe where 
show is current, was closed down last 
week on account of high water, 


which made spot inaccessible, pro- 
viding engagement, originally sched- 
uled for a fortnight, was extended 
an additional week. This Yacht 
Club management okayed and show, 
originally slated to close Thursday 


(19) will continue through this 
week. 
Lee Trent left ‘Fun’ here over 


weekend and was replaced by Bob 
Alda, who’s been doing straight in 
burley this season for Harry Savoy. 
Show seeking another replacement 
for Phyllis Merrill, acrobatic dancer, 
who is retiring from show biz for 
domestic life in Baltimore, where 
her husband of five months works 
for Westinghouse company. 





RKO executives there would be em- 








{ 
cians in picture’ houses around New | 
York. 

Aside from labor problem theatre 
operators believe that greatest ob- 
stacle to revival of standard vaude- 
ville in nabes is the Broadway sector 
with its name talent and the pro- 
hibitive cost of such talent for houses 
outside the Main Stem. 





Hold Over Faber Dancers 
Chicago, March 23. 
Margaret Faber Dancers have had 
their option picked up again on their 
present date at the Club Royale, De- 


PHIL 
REGAN 


Opening April 5 


LATIN QUARTER 
BOSTON 
Personal Representative: 


FRANK VINCENT 
Beverly Hills, Calif. 








troit, being held over indef. 


























ROYAL PALM CLUB, 


RENEE ann ROOT 


DOROTHY DEY says: “Most Graceful Dance Team in This Area.” 





Miami, Fla.—-NOW 
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Variety Bills 





WEEK OF MARCH 27 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 


show, whether full or split week. 
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Paramount 








sEW YORK CITY 
aE ramount (25) 
Les Brown Bd 
Connee Boswell 
Bob big ee 
& Tule 
Pops AM 


Olympia (26-29) 
Tommy Trent 
Sims & Balley 
Little Tough Guys 





Sybil Bowan 
Helene Gardner 
CHICAGO 

Chicago (27) 

Carl Emmy & Pets 
KANSAS CITY 
Newman (27) 

Sammy Kaye Ore 

Sue Ryan 

3 Smart Gls 








Loew 





NEW YORK CITY 
State (25) 
Jack Gwynne Co 
FReatrice Kay 
Hermanos Williams 
George Beatty 


Johnny Scat Davis O! Lester Cole & Debs 


WASHINGTON 
Capitol (26) 
Rhythm Rockets 


Cliff Nezarro 
Frank & J Hubert 








- Warner 





NEW YORK CITY 
Strand (27) 


Bhep Fields Ore 
George Tapps 
Mary Small 
Alan Carney 

20 


Chas Spivak Ore 
Rogers Danc 


Strand (27-380) 
Les Hite Orc 
Stepin Fetchit 
Ethel Waters 
Gordon & — 

( = 
Jimmy Durante 
Red Norvo Ore 
Mildred Bailey 
4 Franks 

PHILADELPHIA 
Earle (27) 
Lou Breese Ore 
Lew Parker Co 
The Jansieyvs 
Gertrude Neisson 
Jinx Falkenburg 


(20) 
Ina Ray Hutton Orc 





Blackstone 
Barr & Estes 
WASHINGTON 
Earie (27) 
Johny Long Ore 
Southern Sis 
Bob Dupont 
(20) 


Ray Kinney Ore 

Carr Bros 

The Diplomats 
PITTSBURGH 

(27) 

Biue Barron Orc 

Dick, Don & Dinah 

F ‘Pansy’ Sanborn 

(20) 


Duke Ellington Orc 
Ethel Waters 
Peg Leg Bates 


UTICA 

Stanley (24-26) 
Jimmy Durante 
Red Norvo Orc 
Mildred Balley 
Ruthie Barnes 

LANCASTER 

Capitol (1-3) 
Blackstone 








RKO 








BOSTON 
Boston (27) 
Jimmy Durante 
Ina Ray Hutton Bd 
Chester Fredericks 
Cort H’wood Stars 
(20) 
Alvino Rey Ore 
The 4 King Sis 
Spencer & Forman 
Lane Bros 
CLEVELAND 
Palace (27) 
Chico Marx Ore 
Rollo & V Pickert 





Gil Lamb 
Larry Adler 
(20) 
Andrews Sis 
Johnny Long Ore 
Fred Sanborn 
Southern Sis 
DAYTON 
Colonial (27) 
Cab Calloway Ore 
(20)" 
Chico Marx Ore 
Gil Lamb 
Rollo & V Pickert 
Carroll & Dietrich 











Independent 





NEW YORK CITY 
Music Hall (26) 
Edwina Eustis 
Gil Maison Co 
Jeanne Devereaux 
Henry Calvin 
Owen McBride 
Corps de Ballet 
Rockettes 
Erno Rapee Symph 
Roxy (25) 
Mario & Floria 
Lowe, Hite, Stanley 
12 Esquires 
Bob Hannon 
Apollo (26) 
Salute to Negro Tr 
Red Allen Orc 
Dolores Brown 
Slim Thomas 
Walker & Walker 
Windsor (27-29) 
Bob Allen Orc 
N Rae & Waterfalls 
Barry Wood 
F Ross & Anita 
Wells & 4 Fays 
BROOKLYN 
Flatbush (26) 
Walter Powell Ore 
Jane Pickens 
Jack Haley 
Cappy. Barra Boys 
Nash & Evans 
Mayfair (28 only) 
Rio & Rita 
Stanley Burns 
Don & Lee Dale 
Marine (29 only) 
Rio & Rita 
Stanley Burns 
Don & Lee Dale 
Ridgewood (25) 


_ Ward & King 


Gonzales 3 
ewis & Lorrain 
Dick King . e 
3 Potato ae 
ASTORIA 
Steinway (27-29) 
Keith Union Sq Fol 
BALTIMORE 
Hippodrome (26) 
Jacke Miles 
an, ack & 
im Loo Sis sated 
Shyrettos 


Storey Sis & Dean 
K (26-28) 
eep Smiling Rev 
Er Royal (26) 
itz 1 
Moke & + og _— 





Reds & Curley 
BRIDGEPORT 
Lyric (23-25) 

Fats Waller Ore 

Myra Johnson 

Harris & Howell 

Whitey’s L Hoppers 

Carl & Harriet 

BUFFALO 
Century (26) 
Meet the People 

CAMDEN 
Towers (27-29) 

Manhattan Scandals 
ELIZABETH 
Liberty (26-29) 

White & Stanley 

T O'Neal & Kathe 

Gonzales 3 

Dorothy Carlson Co 

(One to fill) 

FALL RIVER 
Empire (24-26) 





Joe Venuti Ore 
Bonnie Baker 
Stuart & Taylor | 
Gordon’s Racketeers 
FREEPORT 
Freeport (27 only) 
Ward & King 
3 Potato Bugs 
HARTFORD 
State (27-29) 
Hal LeRoy 
Mugsy Spanier Ore 
Romo Vincent 
Yvette 
JAMAICA 
Jamaica (27) 
Ruthie Barnes 
Munson & Anderson 
Sons of Purple Sage 
George Freems 
The Wallabies 
(25-26) 
Al & Jean Johneon + 
Cy Landry 
Lee Trent 
Fred Rookie Co 
5 Cabineers 
LYNBROOK 
Lynbrook (28 only) 
Ward & King 
3 Potato Bugs 
NEWARK 
Adams (26) 
Clyde McCoy Ore 
Del Rios 
Henny Youngman 
S Miller & A Siegel 
PASSAIC 
Central (2%) 
Stan Kenton Ore 
John Boles 





Dave Apollon Co 
Dixie Dunbar 


PATERSON 
Majestic (31-2) 
Russell & Farrar 
Don Scott Danc 
Judson Cole 
Wilson 3 
(One to fill) 

(27-30) 
Nite in Rio 

PHILADELPHIA 

Carman (31-2) 
Al & Jean Johnston 
Keaton & Armfield 
5 Speed Demons 
(One to fill) 


(27-30) 
Sylvia & Clemence 
Fred Keating 
4 Sidneys 

Fay’s (26) 
Nick & V Collins 
Carol Lord 
Cleotorio 
T Waldman & Suzie 
Jean Carroll 

PITMAN 

B’way (28 only) 
Howard Fuller & Sis 
Ted Lester 
Sully & Thomas 
Storey Sis & Dean 





PROVIDENCE 
Metropolitan 
(27-29) 
Alvino Rey Ore 
Lane Bros : 
Spencer & Forman 
SOUTH RIVER 
Capitol (27-28) 
Fred Lightner 
Brent & Marcoul 
Fred Rookie Co 
5 Demons 
(One to fill) 
SYRACUSE 
Strand (27-29) 
Ray Heatherton O 
Bonnie Baker 
Johnny Woods 
4 Macks 
WATERBURY 
Poli’s (26-27) 
Fats Waller Ore 
Myra Johnson 
Whitey’s L Hoppers 
Harris & Howell 
Carl & Harriet 
WOODSIDE 
Sunnyside (28-29) 
Al Delage & Shirley 
Lewis & Lorraine 
Art Conroy 


2 Tops 
(One to fill) 








Cabaret Bills 








NEW YORK CITY 


Armando’s 
Geo Morris Ore 
Beverly Paterno 

Beachcomber 
Yvonne Bouvier 
Hope Emerson 
Rossilianos (2) 
Leon Fields 
Helene Travers 
Andrews Sis 
Jeanette Garrett 
Salazar Ore ~* * 
Cordoba Ore 


Ben Marden Riviera 
(Winter Room) 


Adelaide Moffett 
Myrus 


“ina Wyte 


Suzanne Daye 
Harry Stevens 
Freshmen 
Guy Howard 
Bill Bertolotti’s 
Betty Black 
Linda Kobbins 
Bernice Alarie 
Moya Gifford 
Don Syivio Ore 
Bill’s Gay 90’s 
Rose Perfect 
Lulu Bates 
Ethel Gilbert 
George Tonak 
Harry Donelly 
Billy Lorraine 
Charlie Ross 
Bernie Grauer 
Gay 90's Quartette 
Cafe Society 
(Midtown) 
Joe Sullivan 
Kenneth Spencer 
Hazel Scott 
Golden Gate 4 
Eddie South Ore 
, Cafe Soclety 
(Village) 
Teddy Wilson Ore 
Albert Ammons 
Pete Johnson 
Rose Dexter 
Zero Mostel 


| Baby Hines 


Casino Russe 
Nina Tarasova 
Sasha Polinoff 
Michel Michon 
Nadia & Sasha 
Dmitri Matvienke 
Kris Kay Orc 
Nicholas Matthey O 

Cerutti's 
Walter Lynch 
Mae Barnes 
Haywood & Allan 
4 Chanticleers 
Dan Parrish 

Chateau Moderne 
Angela Velez 
Gabriel 

Maurice Shaw Ore 

Chin Lee’s 
Sandra & Stanley 
Mary Rowley 
Darling Sis 
Claudinette Laffose 
Helen Glasser 
Evelyn Johnson 


| Ray Worth Ore 


Club 18 


G Andrews Ore 
iric Ore 
Roberta Welch 
Jack White 
Frankie Hyers 
Vince Curran 
Roy Sedley 
Haze! McNulty 
Lillian Fitzgerala 
Ann Paige 
Club Frisco 
Joe Frisco 
Mildred Fenton 
Floria Vestoff 
Terrace Boys 
Patricia Joyce 
Frank Froeba Ore 
-. Copacabana 
Loper & Barrat 
Fernando Alvarez 
Estelita 
Samba Sirens 
Walter Long 
Betty Jane Smith 
Carol Dexter 
N Brandwynne Orc 
Frank Marti Ore 
Cog Rouge 
Dick Wilson Ore 
Bela Bizony Ore 
Diamond Horseshoe 
Nita Naldr 
Betty Compson 
Carlyle Blackwell 
Joe E Howard 
Ross Wyse. Jr 





June Mann 
Della Lind 
Geo Fontana 


DeMarlos 

Guy KRodian 

Fay Mardée 
Penny Bancroft 
Burton Gross Ore 


Hotel Lexington 
(Hawaiian Rm) 
Tutasi 
Momikai 
McIntyre Ore 
Napua 
Leilani laea 
Hotel McAlpin 
Johnny Messner Orc 


Hotel New Yorker 


Woody Herman Ore 
Carolyn Grey 
Billy Rogers 
Adele Inge 
B& B Wade 
Ronny Roberts 
Ice Ballet 
Grace Harvey 
Lynn Clare 
Hotel Navarro 
(Midnight Club) 
Margo & Mann 
Midnight Gypsies 
Hotei Park Centrai 
(Cocoanut Grove) 
Elaine Jordan 
Dora Maugham 
Robert Raymon 
Geoffrey Hale 
Rochelle &. Beebe 
(Rhumba Room) 
Juan Donrigues Orc 
Julia Gerrity 
Fish & Gold 
The Three Debs 
Hotel Pennsylvania 
(Cafe Rouge) 
Jimmy Dorsey Ore 
Bob Eberly 


Helen O’Connell 
Phil Washburn 


Hotel Pierre 
(Cotiliion Room) 
Ella Logan 
Stanley Melba (Ore 
Hotel Plaza 
(Persian Room) 
Dick Gasparre Ore 
Eleanor French 
Frank Paris 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Guy Lombardo Ore 
Kenny Gardner 
Hotel Sheraton 
(Murray Reom) 





Ruth Lowe 


“Larry Daniels 


Nitza & Ravell 

J & L Seiler 

Noro Morales Ore 
Jack Harris Ore 


La Marquise 


Frances Connolly 
Al Carr Ore 

La Martinieve 
Georgie Price 
Peggy Newton 
Don Weismuller 
Martiniqueens 
Herbert Curbello O 
Val Olman Ore 


Leon & Eddie’s 


Eddie Davis 

Eric Thorson 
Robinson & Martin 
Carol Dean 
Nathane Bros 

M & B Whelan 

C de Seemon Tr 
Gerry Larson 

Lou Martin Ore 
Nerida Ore 


19th Hole Club 


Lenore Lemmon 
Steve Murray 
Golferettes 

Lou Taylor 
Edith Delaney 
Gerri White 
Johnny & George 
Angel Velez Orc 
Snub Mosely Ore 


Old Roumanian 


Sandie Banks 
Freddie Bernard 
Ada Lubina 
Ginger Layne 
Joe LaPorte Ore 
Place Elegante 
hil Dante 
William Ross 
cliff Conrad 
Arline Thompson 
Diane Nelson 
Martin Locke 
Manya Borodkin 
Jearinette Garrette 
Ernest Franz Ore 


Queen Mary 


Shadrach Boys 
Carlisle Sis 
Sonny Tufts 
Chiquita Venezia 
Joan Ellis 

Bill Glass Ore 


Queens Terrace 





Phil Forster 





Fleetwood Hotel 
(Jewel Box) 


Arthur Blake 


Consuela Flowertor | 


Renay Curtis 
Joe Martin 
Frolic Ciub 
Jerry Cooper 
Billy Vine 
Suzanne & Christine 
Nirma Cordova 
DeCastro Co 
Carol Vance 
Nano Rodrigo Ore 
Jimmie's 
Ray Vaughn 
Red Thornton 
Martingales 
Rovell & Jeanette 
Les Robinson Orc 
Latin Quarter 
Harry Richman 
Senor Wences 
Hermanos Wms 3 
Stuart Morgan 
Carol King 
Reynolds Skaters 
Diamond Bros 
Kamarova Ballet 
Jose Cortez Ore 
Jaime Christy Ore 
Mother Kelly’s 
Owen & Parker 
Jerry Kruger 
Myles Bell 
3 Guesses 
Nut Club 
Tubby Rives 
Nick Sett 
George Gregg 
Ted Blake 
Chuck Wilson 
Paddock 
Lenny Kent 


CHICAGO 


Ambassador Hotel 
(Pump Room) ~*~ 

Emile Petti 

Buttery 

Ray Benson Ore 
Bismarck Hotel 
(Walnut Room) 

Jimmy Joy Ore 

Betty Burns 

Hadley Gis 
(Tavern Room) 


Dave Pritchard Ore 


Dick Ware 
Bob Marshall 
Annette Shields 








|3 Heat Weves 


Paddock Ponies 
| Oscar Lopez Ore 


Pat Rooney. =r 


Harry Richman 
Jane Frohman 


Billy Sherman 
Stan Kavanaugh 


Eddie Shephard 


Wayne Shelton 
Vanderbilt Hotel 
(Pago Pago Km) 


Ienee & Root 


(Gulfstream Km) 
Russell Swann 


Gomez & Minor 
Charlie Wrignt 
Winnie's Riptide 


Danny Thomas 


Mark Fisher Ore 
Garrick Stagebar 


Jimmy Noone 3 
Downbeat Km 


3 Sharps & Flats 
Gladys Palmer 
Graemere Hotel 
(Glass House Kimi 
(rusadera Ore 
Mary Sinclair 
Dorothy Timmine 





NEW YORE 





BOOKING THE NATION’S LEADING INDEPENDENT 


VAUDEVILLE THEATRES 


EDWARD SHERMAN AGENCY 


BEVERLY HILLS, CAL. 


Grand Terrace 


Candy & Pepper 
Jackie Williams 


(Vodvil Lounge) 


Leslie & Carol 











i] 





Gilda Gray 
Charles King 
Mangean Sis 
Clyde Hager 
Del Duca Ore 
Noble Sissle Ure 
El Chico 

Trio Mextico 
Maria Morales 
Maria Lopez 
Rita Bahia 
Carlos Lugo 

El Morocce 
Chauncey Grey Ore 
Chiquito Ore 

Famous Door 
Helen Humes 
Billy Daniels 
Stump 
Sammy Price 
Dolores Colbert 
Jane Leslie 
Walker & Walker 
Smitty & Ralph 
Lee Norman Ore 


51 Club 


Carolyn Biddle 


Marion Joyce 
Iris Karyl 
Wauneta Bates 
Frances Leslie 
Wilma Novak 
Irene Kaye 
Grooverneers 
Bobby Bernard 
Dick Lewis Ore 


Greenwich Village 


Inn 
Carol Chappelle 
Rita Renaud 
Gloria Manner 


Joan Collier 

Lorna Rode 

Gene Monet Ore 
Havana- Madrid 


Pilar Lopez 
Rosita Rios 
Carlos Montoya 
Rolando 

Don Casanova 

3 Juchiteco 

Paco Lucena 
Maya Ore 

Don Gilberto Ore 


Hickory House 


Norma Shepard 
Sons of Jive 
Jean Murray 


Larry Bennett Ore | 


Hotel Astor 
(Columbia Km) 
3obby Parks Orc 
(Cocktall Lounge) 
Dick Kuhn Ore 
Hotel Belmont 
Plaza 
(Glass Hat) 
Covert & Reed 
Barbara Perry 
Margaret Scott 


Belmont Balladeers 
Howard Lally Ore 
Joe Pafumy Orc 


Hotel Biltmore 
(Bowman Koom) 
Heasley 2 
Hazel Franklin 


Maureen Holmes 


Retcers “ 
Madriguera Ore 


‘qh tttle 


Hotel Commodore 
(Century Koom) 
Vaughn Monroe Orc 
Peter Rotunda Orc 
B & R Ambrose 

Charle Carrer 


Marylin Duke 


Virginia Austin 


Johnny Mack 
Commodorables 


Hotel Edison 
Shep Fields ()r« 
Hotel Essex House 
Rosalie Grant 
Evalyn Tyner Ore 

Hotel 5th Ave 

(Salon Madrid) 


Cassa Franklin 








Sair Lee 

Francis King 
Henry Noble 

Hotel Savoy-Piaza 


Hildegarde 
Leo Kahn 
Bob Grant Ore 


Hotei St. Morits 
(Cafe de la Paix) 


Charles Columbus 
Kathryn Carroll 
Terri Franconi 
Mack Perrin 
Rosalie Gibson 
Ford Harrison Ore 


Hotel St. Kegis 
(Iridium Room) 


Maurice & Cordoba 
Ha! Saunders “Ure 
Hotel Taft 
Vincent Lopez Ore 
Sonny Skyler 


Hotel Waldort- 
Astoria 
(Wedgwood Km) 


Hartmans 
Dinah Shore 
Freddy Martin Ore 
Stuart Wade 
Mischa Borr Ore 
(Sert Km) 
Mischa Borr Ore 
Hotel Warwick 
(Raleigh Room) 
Vicki George 
Sande Williams Ore 
Hurricane 


Alan Gale 

Alice Dawn 

Fay & Gordon 

gert Lynn 

Nancy Healy 
Dave Dennis Ore 
Bobby Quinton Ore 
Iceland Restaurant 
Danny White 
6 Greys 

Les Hunt 
Nola Day 
Ted Eddy Ore 
Angelo Orc 

Jack Dempsey’s 
B’way Restaurant 
Milt Herth 3 
Linda Lark 


Irv Carroll Ore 
Jimmy Kelly’s 
Ramon & Joan 
Carter & Sharp 
Montmarte Boys 
Helen Holmes 
Danita Rivera 


Margaret Grey 
Faith Arlen 
Rene 
Ann Jung 
Jeannie Walters 
Glenda Hope 
Joe Capello Ore 
King Cole 3 
Frances Wayne 
Bruce Wendell 
Kelly's Stable 
Nick Jarret Ore 
La Conga 
Luba Malina 


Bar of Musie 
Bill Jordan 
Cliff Souze 
Michael Doyle 
Rex Owen 
Ann Southerland 
Marie Stanley 
Beachcomber 
Cross & Dunn 
Senorita Martinez 
Cheena de Simone 
Canay Orc 
Carrousel 
Faith Bacon 
Patricia Hall 
lee Bartell 
De Lamarrs 
Danny Yates (re 











Eppie Bruce 
Healy & Evans 
Agnes Dwyer 
Jack Allyn 

Ned Harvey Gre 
Grooverneers 


Rainbow Grill 


Russ Smith Ore 
Ashburns 
Syivie St Clair 
Rainbow Room 
Henry Scott 
Linda Ware 
Monna Montes 
Alexis Dolinoff 
Carmen Cavallaro C 
Clemente Ore 
Ruban Biea 
Maxine Sullivan 
Rasha & Mirko 
Kay Morris 
James Copp, III 
Russian Kretchma 
Viadimir Lazaroff 
Eli Spivack 
Gypsy Norma 
Norma Luceru 
Arcadi Stoyanovsky 
Adia Kuznetzoff 
Nastia Poliakova 
Marusia Sava 
Mischa Vzanoff 
Cornelia Cedolban O 
Stork Club 
Grace Reilly 
Charles Baum Orc 
Bob Knight Orc 
The Place 
Irene Barkley 
Pat Ring 
Evelyn Brock 
Skeets Tolbert 
Ubangi Club 
Bill Dailey 
May Johnson 
Kae Snead 
Jackie Mabley 
Savannah Churchill 
Socaras Orc 
Wivei 
Ford Crane 
Helen Arthur 
Connie Joyce 
Baron & Bernay 
Versallles 


| Bergere Orc 


Panchito Ore 

Rilly De Wolfe 

Donna Devel 

Harold Barnes 

Kirk Alyn 

Paul Bartels 

Six Ver-Sighs 
Village Barn 

Al Robinson 

Tex Fletcher 

Music Hall Bovs 

Towne & Knott 

Palmer Ore 

Trini Ore 

Village Vanguard 

Burl Ives 

Belle Rosette 

Art Hodes 

Ann Robinson 

Eddie Heywood 3 


MIAMI 


Casanova Club 
Val Irving 
Clymas 
Emil Boreo 
Juanita Rios 
Fuller (6) 
Ralph Rotgers Ore 
Dan Shrader Orc 


Clover Club 


Josephine Delmar 
Marjorie Knapp 
Proser Rev 
Ilernandez Orc 
Five O'Clock Club 
Gale Manners 


Colstons 
De Castros 





Blackhawk 


Orrin Tucker Ure 
Lurraine Benson 
Whitey Roberts 
Bob Haynes 
Seanlon & McGuire 
Jose Rosado Orc 


Blackstone Hotel 

(Balinese Km.) 
Johnny Duffy Ore 
Patti Clayton 


Brass Rail 


Margie Whitney 
The Cavaliers 


Brevoort Hotel 
(Crystal Room) 
Tony & George 
Joan Baylor 
Bob Billings 
Eddie Roth Ore 
Brown Derby 
Three Ryans 
Danny Rogers 
Judy Ellington 
Mary Ann 
Pat Perry 
Hoffman Sis 
Ted Smith 
Duke Yellman Ore 
Capitol Lounge 
Maurice Rocco 
Joe de Salvo 
Bill Turner Ore 
Chev Paree 
Willie Shore 
Carol Bruce 
The Billingstons 
The Smoothies 


. ] 
Chandra-Kaly Dane 


Boyd Raeburn (re 
Bobby Ramos Ure 
Evans Gls 

Club Alabam 
Bernie Adler 
Florence White 
Paulette LaPierre 


Harriet Norris 


Ginger Wood 
Del Estes 
Allan Coe 

Dave Unell Ore 
Eddie Roth Ore 


Colosimos 
Dolly Kay 
San Succi Dane 
Rubyat & Don 
Kay Boley 
Olga Ward 
Jack Waldron 
Nita Trindall 
Don Lang Ure 
Congress Hotel 
(Glase Hat Km) 
Barry Winton Ore 
Red Duncan 
Jc Anne Hubbard 
Drake Hotel 
(Camillia House) 


John Sabastian 
Ramon Ramer Ore 
Edgewater Beach 
Hotel 
(Marine Rm) 
Cee Vavidson Ore 
Singing Marines 
Blanche Bradley 
Rollet & Dorothea 
Nighthawks 
Dorben Gis 
685 Club 
Janice Dale 
Deana Berry 
Vic Artese 


Julio Garcia Ore 


Johnny Honnert 
Eitel’s 
Heidelberg Octet 
Hans Muenzer Ens 
Rathskellar 
Louie & Gang 


Bert Estlow Orc 
Chelsea Hotel 

Billy Van 3 
Claridge Hotel 
(Mayfair Koom) 

Marty Magee re 


Lillian Clarke 


Mary Beth Sires 
Eddy Fens Ure 

H Martinez Ore 
Winnie Hoveler Gis 


Barney Richards O 
Vierra Hawaiians 
Helen Sumner 


Spiros Stamos Ore 
Gwendolyn Veauseli 


George Deveron 


la Salle Uotel 
(Pan-Am. Room) 


Jose Manzaneres O 


(Piceadilly Circie) 





Palmer House 
(Empire Koom) 


Gene Kerwin Ore 








(Panther Room) 





Rhumba Casine 


Don Orlando Ore 





Carrie Finnell 
Fay & Wellington 


Ginger Britton 
Midge Fellows 
Dolly Sterling 


Stevens Hotel 
Chuck Foster Ore 





| Lorraine Westtall 
Peter Milnikoff 


ATLANTIC CITY 


Ambassador Hotel | 
| Helene Francis 


Wanda De Muth 





Al Miller 

Paddock Int’l 
Bob Bell 
Paddockeers Ore 
Penn Atlantic Hotei 

(Palm Room) 
Elliott Russel! Ore 

President Hotel 
Ramon Rio Co 
Marjorie Maxwell 
Fedro Albani Ore 


Ritz Carlton Hote’ 
(Merry Go Round 
Room) 

Fddy Morgan Ore 
Traymore Hotel 

Wm Madden Ore 
Gables Inn 
(Black Horse Pike) 


Nan DeMar 
Stanley Rich 





Joan Clark 


PHILADELPHIA 


Club Bali 


Tris Wayne 
Balletores 

Harry Rose 

Nino Blanco 
lenny Davis 
Peters Sis (3) 
Rallatores 

Alan Fielding Orc 


en Franklin 


The Duanos 
Tanya Tamara 
Marquita & Batista 
Pancho Ore 
Benny the Bum’s 
Patsy O'Neil 
Edouardo Sandeval 
lsataan 3 
Dolores Gomez 
Carroll's 
Gaines Orc 
Wilbur Rance 
Mimi Stewart 
Noel Hightown 
Irene Dale 
Madge & Carr 
Harry Rose 
Grace Gordon 
Pat Bernard 
Carrolloviies (12) 
College tna 
Marie Holtz 
Joan Maury 
Thunderbolts 
Estelle Bark 
Lou Toimasco 
Scarey Gavin 
Ruth Templeton 
Music Hall Gis 
Jerry Delmar Ore 
Di Pintos 
Day, Dawn & Dusk 
O'Connor 2 
Bert St Clair 
Amy Organ 
Eddie King Ore 
Embassy 
Billy Hey 
Geo Clifford 
Anne Francine 
Mary Jane Brown 
Vicki George 
Marcella Clair 
Pat Sherlin Ore 
(H Walton Roof) 
H’wood Blondes (3) 
Castane & Barry 
Glamour Gls 
Paul Le Paul 
Helen Heath 
‘jerry Sir 
Eddie De Luca Ore 
Jam Session 
Ann Row 
ijlly Kretchmer 
George Lutz 
Teddy Walters 
Frankie Meadows 


Hopkins’ Rathskelle: 
Frankie Lester 
Sammy Weston 
Joan Williams 
Agnes Barry 
Regini 

Janice Rice 

Jane Lynd 

Dave Gold Ore 
Dolly Parker 


Lawler’s Swing Bar 


Men of Rhythm (4) 
Lexington Casino 
Paul Kane 

Sonia Smiley 
Deloyd Mackay 

4 Octaves 

Jackie Lee 

Tohnny Carne 

Jackie Whalen 

Garvin Buschell O 

Lide Venice 

Billy Maye 
Rhythm Vendors 

Sid Raymond 
Babe Cummings 
Panny Roberts 
Bill Joy 

Jean Marshall 
Little Rathskeller 

Peters Sis 

Hilde Simmon 

Billy & Buster 

41 Schenk 

Yvonne York 


Sid Golden 

Victor Hugo’sa Ore 

Jack Teagarden Orc 

Lou's Chancellor Bar 

Muds & Buddie 

Ernie Swan 

Curt Weiler 4 

Ronnie Thompson 
Mayon 


Mayo Swingsters 
Harry McKay 
Muriel Brooks 
Joyettes 

Minstrel Tavern 
Ed MeGoldrick, Jr 
Warren & Durkin 
Joe Lonegan 


Anita 
Margie March 
Sally Foy 


| Sissy Ginnie Loftus 
| Bd McGoldrick, Sr 


Moravian Bar 


|; Bon-Bon 


Kenny Shaffer (3) 
The Serenaders 
Dick Wade 

Curt Weiler (4) 
Murray Khythm Bar 
Fay Ray 

Gloria Carpenter 
Lillian Bishop 
Lee Warwick 
Marian Love 
Toni Anderson 
Stanley Robinson 


Madame Gene 
Dotty King Ore 
Neil Dieghan’s 
Hale Hamilton 
Leonard Cooke 
McArthurs 
Warren Boden 
Rhythm Maniacs 
Guardsmen & Mar's 
Geo Moore 
Geo Marchett! Ore 


Old Falls Tavern 


Dee Wayne 
Harry McKay 
Karll 

Shannon & Nein 
Al Kilbride 
Billy Hayes’ Ore 


Open Door Cafe 


Johuny Cahill 
Banks & Fay 
Rita Zane 
Grace O'Hara 
Jeanettes (12) 
Viola Klaiss Ore 


Paiumbo’s 
¥vonettes 
Kaye & Greye 
Vietcria Lane 
Julia Cummings 
Hienry Patrick 
Otto Eason 
Franky Schluth 
3 Peppers 
Vhiladeiphia Hated 
Marcin Lloyd 
Dorn & Yosey 
Isabelle Johnson 
Dick Wharton Ore 
Ritz Carlton 
Howard Lanin Ore 
Roman Grille 
Ai Capron Ore 
Valdez & Pegzy 
Sheila Starr 
Dave Steiner 
loria Dale 
Rendezvous 
(Hotel Senator) 
Ward Palmer (4) 
Beale St Boys 
Sam’s Cafe 
Joan Maurey 
Pepper Garat 
Joe Armstrong 
Billy Williams 
Lorette 
Joe Jovinelly 
3 King’s Rhythm 


Silver Lake Inn 


“ol Geo Reed 
Marita 
Warner & Vaterie 
Alice Lucey 
Duchess & Hermas 
Frank Hassel Ore 
Stamp’s 
Dolly Raul Gle 
Bella Belmont 
Jack Spangler 
Dolly Raoul Gis 
Lonnie Vale 
Helen Jerrico 
Sun Ray Gardens 
Joe Altee 
Barrett & Smith 
Dawn Lovely 
Reatrice & Danny 
Agnes Willis 
Don Anton Ore 
69th St. Rathskeller 
Mavell & Ranous 
Billy Atkinson 
Betty Campbell 
Jean Carney 
Elten Brown 
Gene Carney 
Tony Bennett Ore 
Swan Club 
Vincent Rizzo Ore 
Bonnie Stuart 
Marty Bohn 
Elstons 
McNally Sis 
3 Keys 


20th Centary 
3 Peppers 
Cleff Toners 
Blanche Saunderge 
A Strohman (3) 
Venice Grill 
Nick Varallo Ore 
Dorothy Lull 
Eddie Galbreth 
Zola Gray 
Pegzy Heavens 
Warwick Hotel 
Roy Morton Ore 
Weber’s Hof Brag 
Camden 
Jack Moss 
Reg Kehoe 
Sexovias 
Accordionaires 
Trixie 
Frank Di Nunzie 
Dave Pierson 
Pen Bannerman 
Jules Flacco’s Ore 
Syd Golden 
Raths’r Eldoradians 
Wilson’s 
Joe Hough 
Art Mathues 
Gerard Beam 
Carol Joyce 
Kiton Boys 
Catherine Welff Gle 
Geo Laquet Ore 


Yacht Club 
Harry Holly 
Anita James 
Betty Fredericks 
Jacqueline Hermae 





Victor Nelson Ore 
Ai Gola 


LOS ANGELES 


Band Box 
Pete Snyder 
Billy Gray 
Virginia Craig 
Billy Snyder 
George Tibbles Ore 
Billy Lankin 


Bar of Musle 
Ann Triola 
Felix de Cola 
Roger Roland 
Ken Stevens 
Dick Winslow Ore 
Biltmore Bow!) 
Donald Novis 
Hurley & Radford 
Larry Stewart 
Petch & Deauville 
Paul Winchell 
Phil Harris Ore 


(Continued 





Casa Manana 
Kitty Kallen 
Clint Garvin 
Jimmy MePartlané 
Paul Collins 3 
Jack Teagarden Ore 


Cocoanst Greve 


Skinnay Ennis Ore 
Carmene 


Earl Carroll 


The Debonatrs 

W West & McGinty 
Dick & Dotty Remy 
Gali Gali 

Willis West, Jr 
Alee Morison 

La Vonn Moyer 
Rue Willie 

Morine Howell 
Reryl Wallace 
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MUSIC HALL, N. Y. 


Leonidoff production of ‘Music 
Album’; settings, Bruno Maine and 
Sergei Soudeikine; costumes, Willa 
Van and H. Rogge; lighting, Eugene 
Braun; Erno Rapee conducting; Ed- 
wina Eustis, Rockettes, Alma Lee, 
Muriel Gray, Nicholas Daks, Hilda 





Elfonte, Ditta Daye, Leon Fokine, 
Rimini Olmsted, Serge Ismailoff, 
Georgina Yeager, Adele Harper, | 


Belle Kelman, 
Sammons, Alma Wertley; 
Story’ reviewed in ‘Variety’ Dec. 10, 
1941, ‘March of Time’s ‘Argentine 
Question’; Richard Leibert and Cass 
Parmenter at organ. 


Viola Lenn, 





After Freddy Martin, et al, 
plugged Tscheikowsky into the Hit 
Parade, and a waggish Tin Pan 
Alleyite was inspired to _ indite 
‘Everybody’s Making Money but 
Tschaikowsky,’ Leon Leonidoff, im- 
presario of Radio City Music Hall, 
decided it was time to honor the 
great Russian tunesmith along the 
lines previously devoted to Irving 
Berlin, Cole Porter, Rodgers and 
Hart, and other contemporary tune- 


smiths. Thus, ‘Music Album’ this 
week dramatizes some of the im- 
mortal composer’s best melodies, 


starting with a superb interpretation 
of the ‘1812 Overture,’ following 
which Edw'n Eustis sopranos ‘None 
But the Lonely Heart’ as_ the 
entr’acte specialty. 

‘The Nutcracker Suite’ is subdi- 
vided into four portions, each a 
breath-taking spec on decor and 
lighting, wherein the Rockettes par- 
ticipate in the Dance of the Mirli- 
tens; Alma Lee, Mvriel Gray and 
Nicholas Daks interpret the Chinese 
Dance; Hilda Elfonte, Ditta Daye 
and the Clee Club highlight the 
Arabian Chant, and the Russian por- 
tion has Leon Fokine, Rimini Olm- 
sted, Serge Ismailoff, assisted by a 
femme terp sextet, doing the ‘Tre- 

ak.’ The lilting Waltz of the 

lowers (which Walt Disney and 
Leopold Stokcwski plugged into the 
Hit Parade in their own way via 


Judy on 
‘Bedtime | makes up for plenty. And here also 


who is good with straight-forward 
personality and a neat singing style. 
Ruth Petty is the featured singer, a 
clean-cut sock from start to finish. 
She has a flashy delivery made to 
order for any audience. 

Two other standard acts make up 
the bill. There are the ubiquitous 
Callahan Sisters, with good-looking 
wardrobe and cute appearance. 
They’re pleasant enough in tap and 
other routines. It’s 99% appearance 
| of this act, for there is not too much 
execution, but the appearance 





is Walter ‘Dare’ Wahl with his 
burlesque hand-to-hand acrobatics 
winding up with a couple of legiti- 
mate lifts. 

Biz fine at the last show Friday 
(20) Gold, 


APOLLO, N. Y. 


Les Hite Orch (15) with Claudia 
McNeil, Jimmy Anderson; Eddie 
Rector, Red & Curley, Ralph Cooper, 
Dewey Brown, Vivian Harris, George 
Wiltshire, Dancing Boys & Girls (6); 
‘Bombay Clipper’ (U). 








Overlong show (95 minutes), but 
the type that ‘sends’ Harlem audi- 
ences. Les Hite’s band, which re- 
cently completed a long stay at the 
now-shuttered Chatterbox  road- 
house, Mountainside, N. J., effective- 
ly accompanies the doings and 
strikes out neatly on its own. Com- 
posed of four sax, three trumpets, 
three trombones and four rhythm, 
Hite’s outfit plays cleanly with good 
beat and nicely paces itself between 
biarey and muted offerings. 

Hite’s is one of the few colored 
bands that offer a bit of showmanly 
thought for stage shows. In addi- 
tion to its good work musically, it 
boasis soloists effective with this 
audience and several men with a 
flair for comedy. One of the best 
tunes it played here, employing all 
the above mentioned attributes, was 
a new original titled ‘Swingin’ in a 





‘Fantasia’) is the finale. 

Biz good opening (Thurs.) night 
for ‘Bedtime Story’ (Col), after 
‘Woman of the Year’ tenanted here 
for six weeks, parring the previous 
run record, Abel, 


KEITH’S BOSTON 


Boston, March 20. 
Alvino Rey Orch (13) with King 
Sisters (4), Skeets Herfurt, Eddie 
Julian, John Fallchick, Jack Palmer; 
Spencer & Forman, Lane Brothers 
.(2); ‘Valley of the Sun’ (RKO). 








First stage appearance here of 
Alvino Rey’s orch marks another in 
a long line of band shows this sea- 
son. Rey’s offering is above average, 
and he, personally, impresses satis- 
factorily as a modest maestro and a 
nimble twanger of the electric 
guitar, 

King Sisters, sharing top billing 
with the band, close the show with a 
lineup of tunes that got better re- 
sponse as they progressed. ‘Jersey 
Bounce,’ their closer, is a particular 
stunner. Open with ‘I-A, follow with 
*’Tis Autumn’ and ‘Arthur Murray.’ 
Yvonne King encores with a show- 
stopper version of ‘I Said No.’ 

Lane Brothers are standouts, dis- 
playing unique risley stuff and 
polishing off with some jump-rope 
tricks that seemed impossible until 
they figured ‘em out. Spencer and 
Forman, youthful dance duo, get off 
to a good start in the deuce spot with 
precision taps, closing with a brief 
stop-time session and a flash jitter- 
bug finale. 

_ Orchestra offers two novelties that 
lift it out of the run-of-mill groove. 
One is a comedy opera bit, with sev- 
eral boys burlesquing it in song and 
costume. Best part of this one is the 
introductory commentary by Danny 
Vanelli. The other nifty is Eddie 
Julian’s nifty solo on the skins. 

Whole presentation is enhanced by 
sure showmanship all the way. 
Skeets Herfurt’s hot clarinet on 
‘Idaho,’ Jack Palmer’s vocal of ‘Heart 
of Texas’ and Rey’s guitar solo 
of ‘Star Dust’ are specialties that help 
make band stand out. 

Good biz at opening show. Fox. 


ORIENTAL, CHI 


Chicago, March 21. 
Henry Busse Orch (15), with Lee 
Edwards; Ruth Petty, Callahan Sis- 
ters (2), Walter ‘Dare’ Wahl & Co. 
(2); ‘Frisco Lil’ (U). 








Henry Busse remains one of the 
standards of the music business, and 
today he is selling as well as he has 
over a period of 20 years. The mere 
introduction of his ‘Hot Lips’ theme 
is enough to bring the house up with 
a thunder of welcoming applause. 
He’s still one of the bright showmen 
in the music business, one who has 
showmanship plus a knowledge of 
music. And the Busse label is so 
well established that it is a pretty 
good guarantee of business for any 
theatre, dance spot or nitery. 

Busse employs the right touch of 
comedy to make an audience relax. 
Orchestra plays pop and standard 
numbers and turns out a good job 
at all times. 


Busse’s vocalist is Lee Edward: 


Blackout.’ 

Claudia McNeil, has an _ ex- 
traordinarily deep vocal style which 
serves her in good stead with 
| ‘Beguine,’ but hurts several origi- 
inals, lyrics of which aren’t: clear. 
| Jimmy Anderson’s a tenor who went 
over fairly well with a trio of pops, 
including a comedy version of ‘Heart 
of Texas.’ 

Both acts of Eddie Rector and Red 
and Curley went over solidly. Rec- 
tor is a clever, agile tapster whose 
forte is buck and wing. Red-Curley 
also tap, but the meat of their act 
is a routine built around a set of 
drums; both boys hammer away for 
comedy and rhythmic results. 

Ralph Cooper. assisted by Dewey 
Brown, George Wiltshire and Vivian 
Harris, works effectively in comedy 


skits. He pleased this audience 
mightily. 
Biz fair. Wood. 


TOWER, K. C. 


Kansas City, March 21. 
Lawrence Welk Orch with Jane 
Walton; Professor Cheer, The Stat- 
lers (2): ‘Right to the Heart’ (20th). 








Less than five years ago Lawrence 
Welk’s orch was building a regional 
rep in the hinterlands of Nebraska, 
| Iowa and the Dakotas. Since then 
| successive steps have taken him to 
some of the better spots in the east, 
to the radio and to a considerable 
following at Chi’s Trianon ballroom. 
Now he’s back near the area of his 
first rep, and presenting a more than 
creditable stage show in his first ap- 
pearance in this town. 

The hour on the Tower stage is 
filled favorably with only a pair of 
standard acts aiding the specialties 
of the band and its members. Stand- 
ard acts, the Statler dancing duo and 
the pantomimic Professor Cheer 
make their assignments add to the 
show. Statlers take two turns, first 
a rhumba and slow motion combo 
leading into a terpsichorean Cook’s 
tour of the World, and near closing 
a limber ragdoll routine that is 
standout. Cheer is on midway with 
his novelty musical and facial imi- 





his skull with a pair of claves to 
resonate a tune. 

Welk concentrates on m.c.ing (a 
task which his European accent kept 
him from for years). He has a small 
session of demonstrating his by now 
trademarked ‘Champagne Music,’ 
reeling off a nifty ‘Canadian Capers’ 
and rhythmic ‘Elmer’s Tune’ on his 
accordian. Best work of the orch 
is in the vocal department, where 
Jane Walton and Bill Kaylor (trum- 
pet man) oblige with first rate singing. 

Leader calls freely from his instru- 
mentation personnel of three rhythm 
including piano, three trumpets (no 
trombones), three reeds, three fid- 
dles and the special and second 
piano work of Tommy Sheridan. At 
Welk’s call Leo Fortin shows a mel- 
low trumpet on ‘’Tis Autumn,’ band- 
members clown up his recorded ver- 
sion of ‘Back Home in [Ilinois,’ 
Everett Olson and Roy Cohen pro- 
vide some fancy fiddling and Red 
Howe thumps torrid traps. 

Although not yet in the top rank 
of stage bands, this crew is firstrate 
entertainment, and more and better 
things will likely be heard from 
jthem right along. 
\, Film was of 
| b.o, 





Quin. 


tations, topping his work by tapping | 


little help at the) 


STANLEY, PITT 


Pittsburgh, March 20. 
Duke. Ellington Orch (15), Ethel 
Waters, Peg-Leg Bates, Ivie Ander- 
son, Marie Bryant, Herb Jeffries, 
Reginald Bean; ‘Night of Jan. 16 
(Par). 








WB deluxer hasn't come up with 
stage show entertainment like this 
in months. It’s sock from curtain to 
curtain, and should generate plenty 
of word-of-mouth down the stretch 
to pick: up slack of unaccountably 
slow opening. Ellington’s always 
been a fave here on his own and 
so has Ethel Waters, both here at 
four-bits and at Nixon at $3.30, and 
bringing them together on same bill 
was expected to prove a b.o. bomb- 
shell. That’s what made the half 
house at getaway such a puzzle, and 
with weather conditions perfect at 
that. However, once talk gets start- 
ed, together with fact that the film, 
‘Night of Jan. 16’ (Par), is being 
hailed in the papers as#a sleeper, 
things should be much better. 

Show gets off with bang on Elling- 
ton’s crack medley of some of his 
own tunes, ‘Mood Indigo,’ ‘Solitude,’ 
‘Sophisticated Lady,’ ‘I Let a Song 
Go Out of My Heart,’ ‘Don’t Mean 
a Thing If It Ain’t Got That Swing,’ 
‘Caravan,’ etc. Features maestre at 
the piano (he’s standing up now at 
the keyboard, elevated on a stand) 
and Herb Jeffries and Ivie Anderson, 
both A-1 pipesters, on the vocals. 
Opening is followed by orch’s radio 
themer, ‘Take the A Train.’ 

Miss Anderson clicks with her solo 
spot on ‘1-A in the Army,’ ‘Give Me 
a Man Like That.’ and ‘Rock in My 
Bed,’ and Junior Raglin’s bassing on 
Ellington’s ‘Jack the Bear’ and Ben 
Webster’s tenor-saxing on ‘Cotton 
Tail,’ also by the Duke, are succes- 
sive clicks. Rest of orch’s part is 
from last season’s Coast revue, ‘Jump 
for Joy,’ in which Ellington was fea- 
tured. and includes wow ‘Concerto 
for Clinkers.’ featuring instrumental 
specialists: Jeffries sineing ‘Flamingo’ 
and ‘Brown Skin Gal in Calico 
Gown’: Merie Rrvant. a brownskin 
with oomph, and Ray Nance in ‘Bli- 
Blin’ and. for a finale, ‘I Got It Bad.’ 
with Miss Anderson vocalizing ara 
Johnnv Hodges making magic with 
the sax. 

La Waters really gives out and 
could have stuck around all after- 
noon. With Reginald Bean at the 
niano. she sterts out with ‘Dinah,’ 
then really kills ’em with one of her | 
famed double entendre numbers. ‘For 
Doin’ Whet You Tid Last Night.’ 
Helf wev through ‘Bread and Gravy’ | 
she brings on a femme trio to back 
her uv. Thev stick for a swell spir- 
itual. ‘When My Neme Is Called,’ an 





singer nolishes off with three old 
faves. ‘St. Touis Blues.’ ‘Stormy | 
Weather.’ and ‘Am I Blue.’ She tells | 


mob ‘Blues’ was first number. she 
ever did on a stage, at Lincoln the- 
atre. Baliimore, 27 years ago. when 
she was hilled as Sweet Mama String- 
bean. The Waters voice may not be 
quite what it used to be—but what 
a saleslady and show-woman! 
Next-to-closing is reserved for Peg- 
Leg Bates, the natural spot for him 
since nobody could possibly follow 
him. He’s always been a smash at 
Stanley. more so now than ever, al- 
thouch there seems to be > ‘endency 
on Bates’ part to talk a iiftle too 
much these days. However, when he 
bows off with that acrobatic stuff on 
the wooden peg, house comes down 
and stays that way. All the Duke 
could do to get ’em to stick for his 
‘I Got It Bad’ closer. They figured 
it was all over witb Bates’ exit. 
Cohen. 


FLATBUSH, B’KLYN 


Bob Allen Orch (15), Billy Wells 
& 4 Fays (5), Frank Ross & Anita, 
Nan Rae & Mrs. Waterfall, Barry 
Wood; Shorts and Newsreels. 








With excepticn of two turns which 
are a little overlong (Nan Rae & 
Mrs. Waterfall vlus Billy Wells and | 
Four Fays), it’s a_ well-balanced, | 
family-time type of standard vaude | 
entertainment at the Brandt strong- 
hold this week. 

Barry Wood is, of course. the main 
draw and as socky on stage as via 
radio. He smacks over ‘Great Day’ 
| for an opener and ties in a plug for 
his Lucky Strike ‘Hit Parade’ oro- | 
gram before going into ‘Don’t Want 








to Walk Without You’ and ‘Rose | 
O’Day.’ Uses ‘Heart of Texas’ for 
strongest returns, with boys from 


band walking up to front of stage | 
wearing huge sombreros as_ back- 
ground, and encores with ‘Any Bonds 
Today.’ Wood's clarinet bit, when 
unable to beg off, should be elim- 
in2ted in favor of another vocal. 

Bob Allen orch is a_ youthful, 
snappy, tuneful aggregation. Allen 
is personable and warbles pleasanily 
though suffering by comparison on 
this lineup owing to presence of 
Wood. Band composed of piano, bull 
fiddle, drums, guitar, five sax, three 
trumpet and two trombone. is a lit- 
tle too brassy at times but functions 
smoothly for the most part. ‘Lone- 
some and Sorry,’ with vocal by Allen, 
is about best in the repertoire, 
though ‘Remember Me’ and novelty 
orchestration where band imitates 
orchs of Sammy Kaye. Glenn Miller, 
Horace Heidt, Tommy Dorsev, Benny 
Goodman. etec., are also good. 

Comedy department is ably sus- 
tained by Frank Ross and Anita. Ross’ | 
loral imitations of various 








musical | 


| tomers asking for more. 


; are 
ait 


instruments clicked. Also does cork- 
ing imitation of Popeye, Barnacle 
Bill and Olive Oyl exchanging dialog. 
The gal is also on for some brief 
comedy patter and a couple of tunes 
when Ross accompanies with trom- 
bone imitation. 

Nan Rae and Mrs. Waterfall 
(Maude Davis), also in the eomedy 
vein, do standard routine, former 
playing straight. Mrs. Waterfall 
clicks from beginning as a simple- 
ton, with the attire enhancing the 
characterization. Material is for the 
most part familiar but sells on de- 
livery. 

Wells and Four Fays, conventional 
acrobatic and hoofing combo includ- 
ing two boys and three girls, regis- 
tered moderately. Two of the girls 
are outstanding with tumbling and 
difficult twists while another im- 
presses mildly with double-jointed 
routine. Boys are on for usual acro 
stuff, Wells also essaying some com- 


edy. 
Biz good. Mori. 


OLYMPIA, MIAMI 


Miami, March 20. 
Mischa Auer, Joyce Hunter, Lime 
Trio, Joan Brandon, Rod Rogers, 
Jack Cole Dancers, Harry Reser 
House Orch; ‘Sullivan’s Travels’ 
(Par). 





Exceptionally well-balanced bill, 
with Mischa Auer and the Jack Cole 
dancers proving surefire attractions 
and a supporting lineup that pro- 
vides full quota of entertainment. 

While Auer’s gags are not exactly 
firecrackers, he refrains from dish- 
ing out any of the customary hoke, 
and that’s a relief. Surprise for 
locals is Auer’s keyboard dexterity. 
Aside from accompanying his wife, 
Joyce Hunter, he tosses off a couple 
of nifty pianologs to eartingling re- 
turns. Miss Hunter is definitely an 
asset. She’s a tall, statuesque bru- 
net with plenty of orb appeal and a 
voice to match. Do~ a fine job on 
‘Blues in the Night,’ then counters 
with ‘Cockles and Mussels.’ 

Cole and his d icers have estab- 
lished themselves as ace nitery at- 
tractions here, and Olympia is cash- 
ing in on word-of-mouth buildup. 
Group defies convention in that East 
Indian terpolozy as practiced by 
them avparently has no b.o, limita- 
tions. They scor- as solidly with an 
uninitiated audience as with one hep 
to the steps. 

Lime trio likewise rates bows. 
Gollywog characterization by senior 
member of troupe is almost unbe- 
lievable. Makes his appearance 
doubled up in a box, and it isn’t 
until the bowoff that most of payees 
realize limberlegged dummy is in 
the flesh. 

Joan Brandon and her magic are 
standard, but still seem a hit. Rod 
Rogers bows ’em on satisfactorily, 
but as a comic he’s confusing and 
unamusing. 

Harry Reser’s house band comes 
through with socky overture and 
b-cks up show in solid fashion. 

Leslie. 


GOLDEN GATE, S. F. 


San Francisco, March 18. 
Rufe Davis, Watson Sisters (2), 
Ford, Harris & Jones, Raymond Wil- 
bert, Lard & Lyons, Hector, Amelia 





& Ramon, Peggy O’Neill Line (12), 
Charles Kaley House Band (13); 
‘Playmates’ (RKO). 

Okay standard bill. 

House band’s weekly solo taking 
the opening spot this sesh. Boys 


swing out on the jive side, warming 
the atmosphere for the initial team, 
Lord and Lyons, balancing act. Boys 
have injected okay novelty via the 
audience-plant route, one coming up 
to climb onto a bottle-balanced chair. 
Lads have okay personality, and 
mob, heavily sprinkled with soldiers 
and sailors at show caught, went for 
em. 


Ford, Harris and Jones, sepia step- 
pers, deuce. Like most acts of this 
kind, there’s terrific commotion 
without much actually happening, 


| although the boys’ foctwork is excel- 


Left cus- 
Following 
hefty team 
century in 


lent and they really sell. 
the Watson Sisters, 
celebrating a quarter 


| vaude. 


Some of their material has been in 


| vaude as long as they have, but the 


gals have the polish which only vets 
can show. Their infectious wanta- 
man banter had the service .men 
shouting ‘more’! as they begged off. 

Also nostalgic is the hoop-and- 
patter stuff of Raymond Wilbert. 
Act’s finish, in which he makes a 
hoop climb a ladder of string, is okay 
novelty. 

Pace abruptly changes with arrival 
of Rufe Davis in the next-to-closing. 
Mimic goes through his standard 
vocal sound-effect routine, seen here 
before. Pretty corny but the mob 
went for it. Some of his individual 
efforts are excellent. but edge is 
taken off by too much mugging and 
a jarring oft-repeated biz of fooling 
with his hair. 

House line makes its only appear- 
ance to bring on Hector, Amelia and 
Ramon. who first appear on a raised 
stage behind the band. Overall 
dressing and lighting make a swell 
finish. with the Cuban team—dancers 
and a skin-thumper—coming down 


| front for their okay Latin hotcha. 


Biz satisfactory at 


first evenin 
show caught. . 


Wern. 


—-— 


STATE, N. Y. 


Henny Youngman, The Brick. 
layers, Ruth Clayton, Cabot & 
Dresden, Louis Prima Orch with Lily 
Ann Carroll, Ruby Zwerling House 
Orch; ‘Johnny Eager’ (M-G). 








Hybrid stage bill at the State cur- 
rently, with Henny Youngman and 
the Louis Prima band topping. Lat- 
ter fills the second portion and, with 
Youngman’s meandering comedy 
chatter taking plenty of time, the 
show runs a bit overlong. It’s a lit- 
tle tiring. 


As always, Youngman has a rapid 
fire line of comedy, never bothering 
with an elaborate buildup for snap- 
per line, but simply rattling off an 
endless succession of one-two feeders 
and gags. His style is rather special 
and his following is somewhat lim- 
ited, so he rarely gets a big, solid 
laugh, but draws a string of isolated 
guffaws and chuckles. He always 
gives the imp:zssion of killing time 
and staying on too long. 

Opener is a dog act, The Brick. 
layers, a standard and _ invariably 
sock turn. Against a construction- 
job scaffolding set and with no one 
on stage, the uncanny pooches climb 
up ladders, run in and out doors, 
carry prop bricks and toss them up- 
wards on a catapult to their canine 
mates on the scaffold. Meanwhile, 
other dogs do souse acts, pull wa- 
gons on and off stage, ride scooters, 
play dead and, in a spectacular finale, 
hop back and forth on swinging plat- 
forms. Man comes out and takes a 
bow at the close. 


Ruth Clayton, who drew comment 
at Florida nighteries earlier this win- 
ter, makes her Broadway bow in the 
second spot. In anneararice she re- 
sembles Jane Pickens, but when 
caught she was unbecomingly cos- 
tumed. Frilly lavender gown didn’t 
go well with her chestnut blonde 
locks. She has a pleasant, fairly po- 
tent voice of good range, but her 
menner is a bit too cute for she lacks 
style and subtlety. However, she 
doesn’t lack pssurance. Did four not 
too well chosen numbers’ when 
caught. ~ Miss Clayton has possibil- 
ities, end with strenuovs training and 
experience has the stuff to become a 
genuine click. 

Cabot and Dresden, terp pair, have 
appeared in New York niteries, but 
are billed as making their Broadway 
vaude bow here. They’re passable. 
Make a nice appearance and display 
some neat lifts and turns, but don’t 
offer much grace afoot. Do three 
routines, all similar in style. 

Prima and his orchestra are pre- 
senting pretty much the same stuff 
they’ve shown at other vaude spots 
in Greater New York. Prima him- 
self continues to improve as m.c. and 
front. with an ingratiating hot-zany 
brand of clowning and some sizzling 
trumpet work. Bard opens with its 
‘Be Happy’ trademark number and 
highlights such tunes as ‘Georgia 
Brown,’ ‘Tickati-Tickata,’ ‘Blues in 
the Night.’ and a vivid arrangement 
of the Tchaikowsky Prelude in C- 
Sharp Minor. Lily Ann Carroll, vo- 
ealist with the crew, has agreeable 
low tomes, but is ear-splitting shrill 
on the higher ones. Hobe. 


STRAND, B’KLYN 








Red Norvo Orch with Mildred 
Bailey, Kay Allen & Fran Snyder; 
Jimmy Durante with Eddie Jackson, 
4 Franks; ‘Among the Living’ (Par). 

Jimmy Durante came to Brooklyn, 
Friday (20), for a four-day hitch, 
and Brooklyn piled into the Strand 
in great style for a gander at the 
Schnozzola. And the folk of Flat- 
bush, Greenpoint, et al., loved him, 
pounded their palms off for more 
and proved again that a schnozzle 
and an accompanying sense of humor 
can provide a career. 

It's almost impossible to describe 

Durante’s act. It’s got nothing—yet 
it’s got everything. A few mediocre 
gags, a turn at the piano, a bit of 
roughhouse. It’s as intangible as an 
|Axis promise. But he gets away 
with it all easily. 
The schnoz uses every other act on 
| the bill, particularly Red Norvo and 
|the men in his orch, as stooges for 
jhis gags. Each one is good for just 
a minor giggle, but the cumulative 
effect is of a continuous tornado of 
laughter. Durante is also assisted in 
a bit by Eddie Jackson (Clayton, 
Jackson and Durante) in his old 
strutting routine. 

Otherwise, the show belongs to the 
Four Franks, a setup for the easily- 
pleased Brooklyn audiences. Two 
boys and two gals, who refer to 
themselves as brothers and sisters 
and have been doing virtually the 
same turn for 10 years, are almost a 
whole show in themselves. They tee 
off with a number on saxophone and 
trumpets, then quickly don fezzes, 
grab tambourines and beat it out 
seated on the floor while one of the 
femmes does a wild terp. They also 
offer a load of pretty snappy pre- 
cision tapping by the group. There’s 
also a roughhouse.comedy acrobatic 
lovemaking session between one 0 
the couples on a sofa which is plenty 
good for guffaws. 

Norvo’s comparatively new crew 
makes a good impression with a 





brand of music that seems on the 
jive side of sweet swing, yet isn't 





(Continued on page 49) 
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~ Night Club Reviews 





BEACHCOMBER, N.Y. 





Bouvier, Hope Emerson, 
jaleer mn rravers, Andrews Sisters 
(2), Leon Fields, Jeanette Garrett, 
The Rossilianos (2); Lolita Cordoba 
and Lou Salazar Orchs; $2 -$2.50 min- 
imum Saturday, weekday none, 


Morris H. Siegel, the “Insurance 
Counsellor’ of radio, had better take 
out a policy on this new venture of 
his, eperation of a nitery which he 
has entrusted to a relative. It’s not 
a bad show, but the toute ensemble 
lacks zing and showmanship. It’s 
overboard, and with stripping of the 
non-essentials it might fare better. 

Leon Fields emcees. He’s a so-so 
conferencier. Toplining is Yvonne 
Bouvier, personable and ccom- 

lished Frenchy songstress who did 
wo pops, ‘Day Dreaming’ and ‘I Said 
No,’ on the evening caught. 

In between are a number of turns. 
Hope Emerson, somewhat Amazo- 
nian songstress at the Steinway, with 
her saucy song material, has done 
better in classier, smaller boites. 
Her opener about TVA, CCC, etc., is 
now a dated theme and should be 
shelved for the duration. 


Opening are the Andrews Sisters 
(2), indifferent dancing pair, and of 
course not to be confused with the 
swing-singing Andrews trio. Helene 
Travers in the deuce is a comely 
brunet with no voice; just flat. 
Jeanette Garrett is a graceful terp- 
ster, making good use of her 
rhythmic hands and body. 


Heralded piece-de-resistance, as 
special added attraction, are The 
Rossilianos, billed and announced as 
‘Poland’s premier dancers.’ That 
stg: the pair a sympathetic aura, 

ut they manage well on their own 
with an opening tango, then old- 
fashioned waltz and finally a Polish 
polka finale. 

Beachcomber has gone through 
several transitions since Monte 
Proser had it. It’s been perked up 
a bit in the decor department, with 
a neo-Copacabana atmosphere and 
relighting, but it needs a pep talk in 
the kitchen; and some good show- 
manship in general, if to do a come- 
back. Abel. 


HURRICANE, N.Y. 


Alan Gale, Alice Dawn, Nancy 
Healy, Bert Lynn; Fay & Gordon, 
Dave Dennis Orch, Bobby Quinton’s 
Rhumba Band; Minimum, $2 week- 
days; $2.50, Saturdays. 











This looks like a special economy 
dish concocted for Lent. It certainly 
won't do much to encourage future 
trade for this Broadway spot. Con- 
siderably pepped-up line routine, a 
couple of flashy acts and some solid 
comedy are needed to put it over. 

M.c. Alan Gale provides one of the 
few lifts with a soapbox orator bit, 
but that’s insufficient to compensate 
for his lackadaisical introducing dur- 
ing the rest of the show. Line of 
10 gals, who have shown some pretty 
good stuff in past Hurricane revues, 
exhibits dull and slow routines. Cos- 
tuming is also less than mediocre, dis- 
guising the femmes’ better points. 

Brighter moments are contributed 
by Fay and Gordon, ballroomers who 
step on a small, circular raised plat- 
form. Gal’s an okay looker with a 
lot of grace, and they get in some 
nice turns and lifts on the skimpy 
floor. Another comparatively strong 
entrant in the hoofery division is 
Nancy Healy, something of a Hurri- 
cane regular. 

Bert Lynn, electric guitarist, has 
apparently never heard of Pear! Har- 

r. His piece-de-resistance is an 
imitation air raid, in which the plane 
noises and sirens produced by the 
guitar are abetted by the drummer's 
simulated bomb droppings. Room is 
blacked out and a spotlight plays 
through it. It’s a fine technical tri- 
umph, but in extremely bad taste. 
In his more musical moments Lynn 
offers an overdose of Paderewski 
gestures and saccharine personality. 

Vocals are being handled by Alice 
Dawn. She's okay optically, but is 
much too shrill and loud with most 
of her tunes. What could be done 
to soften the pipes is doubtful, so 
Miss Dawn might concentrate on her 
Salesmanship, in which department 
ine appears to have greater possibil- 


Specially-good word might be said 
for Bobby Quinten’s rhumba crew, 
which alternates on the stand with 

ave Dennis’s band. Quinton’s hot 
on the vocals, getting in a load of 
amusing tamale double-talk. Herb. 


Latin Quarter, Boston 





: Boston, March 19. 
prettrice Kay, Radio Rogues (2), 
yer & Clifford, The Darrel Mac- 
tthurs (2), Ambassadorettes (3), 
Tge Bernard Dancers (9), Kay 


le, T . 
minimum” Bruno Orch (11); $2 





‘ Still doing a whammo biz at higher- 
the average prices for Hub niteries, 
€ Latin Quarter is filling the seats 








with a good bill topped by Beatrice 
Kay 


_Judging from the audience reac- 
tion, Miss Kay has a definite fol- 
lowing from her radio run (‘Gay 
90s’), and there’s no doubt that they 
like the old-fashioned songs as she 
sells "em. When caught, on dinner 
show, the torchy-voiced gal was 
knocking ’em dead with ‘Curse of an 
Aching Heart,’ ‘Harmony Joe,’ “Tis- 
ket-Tasket,’ ‘Take Me Out to Ball 
Game’ (with audience participation), 
and ‘Wonder Who’s Kissing Her 
Now.’ Scored best with ‘Daddy,’ 
given a lift by a special patriotic sec- 
ond chorus. Miss Kay begged off 
after six tunes. 

Radio Rogues, minus one of their 
partners because of illness, double 
here from ‘Hellzapoppin’ and sock 
over a number of swell radio and 
film impersonations. But somebody 
should tip off the boys that Fred 
Allen is\now with Texaco. They’re 
eo identifying him with Sal Hepa- 
ica. 

Park and Clifford, ace risley duo, 
garner hefty plaudits for their smooth 
muscle maneuvering which climaxes 
in the sensational leg lift by the 
slightly-built ground man. Am- 
bassadorettes, fast acro trio of gals, 
gets over nicely. MacArthurs are a 
dance team, okay in a waltz and a 
faster whirl number for a finish. 

Line of six girls and three boys 
open and close the show, doing a 
conventional routine called a ‘glove 
ballet’ and a peppier piece featuring 
some comedy by one of the boys in 
an Hawaiian hip-weaver production. 
Tony Bruno’s band has been a stand- 
by here for several seasons and still 
satisfies the dancers. Fox. 


Green Room, N.Y. 


(HOTEL EDISON) 





Shep Fields Orch (15) with Ken 
Curtis; no cover. 





Shep Fields’ band of nine saxes 
and four rhythm (bolstered by an 
apparently unending § stream of 
flutes, oboes, etc.) has come a long 
way from the point at which it was 
first reviewed by ‘Variety’ last fall 
at Manhattan Beach, N. Y. Then it 
gave evidence of being a successful 
venture by the former ‘Rippling 
Rhythm’ maestro. Caught at this 
room operated by Maria Kramer, at 
its opening last week, the group 
strengthened the impression that it 
will be very successful. 

Extensive rehearsals and a full 
schedule of working time has 
rounded the combo into a polished, 
exciting aggregation, as accom- 
plished at setting up jump tempi as 
it is at laying it down sweet and 
quiet. There will be those who may 
miss the absent brass section, but 
odds can be given that it won’t be 
the dancers. The group sets up a 
full-bodied rhythm when it’s needed; 
can drive with all the push and none 
of the ear-splitting blare of eight 
brass, and is excellently equipped to 
sell smoothly. For a spot such as 
this the band’s ideal. 

Fields has spent a lot of time im- 
proving his library lately. Besides 
keeping up with current pops, he has 
added a stack of standards and nov- 
elties, all of which have benefited 
from an arranging staff that gets 
better acquainted with the possibili- 
ties in the band’s instrumental setup 
as time goes on. 

Fields does nothing but direct, a 
position in which he’s- experienced, 
therefore comparisons with modern 
playing-leaders aren’t detrimental 
to him. Ken Curtis, vocalist, is 
varyingly effective. Sometimes his 
work is toneless and unfeeling, at 
other times good. Wood. 


CASANOVA CLUB 


(MIAMI BEACH) 





Miami Beach, March 12. 


Emile Boreo, Val Irving, Bob 
Fuller Sextet, Juanita Rios, The 
Clymas, Les Mademoiselles  (6),| 
Ralph Rotgers Orch (8), Danny 


Schrader Orch (4); $1.50 minimum. 





Since its opening, Lou Walters’ 
Miami Beach branch, with Emile 
Boreo at the helm, has been hotter 
than the proverbial third rail, hit- 
ting its peak with Gypsy Rose Lee’s 
record-breaking stand last week. 

Now, with Hialeah closed and the 
season’s end in view, less expensive 
talent is being imported to fill the 
gaps. Of the original layout only 
Boreo and Juanita Rios remain to 
ring up a full season.] engagement. 
Walters has shifted Bob Fuller’s 
song sextet into this spot from the 
Latin Quarter, but for both Val 
Irving and the Clymas this is a first 
out locally. 

Irving’s advance trailer was ter- 
rific, but he fails to register in per- 
son. Comic is an indefatigable 
worker, but hasn’t a single line of 
really socky material, and in at- 
tempting to c ver up he %0es com- 

letely overboard, wearing out both 
Sanat and the customers. 

Bob Fuller’s sextet does not get an 
opportunity to sell its wares quite 
as effectively in this smaller room 
as in the larger Latin Quarter. Rep- 


ertoire, routining a . showmanship 
are lacking. As is, it has the vocal 
ability, but lacks flair of Royal 
Guards and others of like calibre. 

Rather unusual twist is provided 
‘by the Clymas, who appear both as 
ballroomologists and as Apache team. 
Routines are okay, but standard. 
Switch, however, is quite startling 
i. that their getup and appearance is 
vastly changed. Juanita Rios con- 
tinues as ae standout attraction. 
Latin lass’s well-dressed frame is 
displayed to optic advantage, and 
her south-of-tne-border movement 
well regulated. 

Boreo remains Boreo. That is to 
Say, he still impresses as though 
someone had touched a fuse to him 
and he can be expected to blow up 
momentarily, but never does. After 
running through rep, he apparently 
bows to the inevitable and goes into 
his wooden soldier walkoff. He 
really should hock a fev of those 
routines. The customers are begin- 
ning to sing with him. 

Ralph Rotgers and Danny Schrader 
combos do a capabie job for show 
and patron hoofing. Leslie. 


Marine Room, Chi 


(EDGEWATER BEACH HOTEL) 





Chicago, March 20. 
Cee Davidson Orch (14) with Neva 
Patterson, . Singing Marines and 
Blanche Bradley (9), Rollet & Dor- 
thea, Dorothy Dorben Dancers (8). 





Marine Room of- this northside 
family hostelry has never been able 
to make up its mind whether or not 
it likes show business. Its total as- 
sociation with show business has al- 
ways been with hesitation, even 
when it has booked in some of the 
biggest bands in ‘the business. Some- 
how, the room always gave the im- 
pression that it was merely tolerat- 
ing the show, and never that it really 
liked it. 

Result is reflected in a sad-faced 
audience much more interested in 
their food than in the show. Not 
that the food is that good, but merely 
because it’s the kind of people the 
Marine Room attracts. The north- 
siders come here to eat because it’s 
about the swankiest place in this dis- 
trict. For them also the show is an 
after-thought. 


Budget is so tight that an extra 
spangle on a chorus girl’s costume 
would apparently call for a directors’ 
meeting. Dorothy Dorben Dancers 
have been here for a long time, and 
they are good-looking girls and well- 
costumed, but some of their routines 
are much too elaborately conceived 
to be executed by only eight girls. 
It would take at least 16, and better 
still 24 or 32, girls to put across some 
of the production ideas and routines 
picked out for them. 


Singing Marines are a good male 
vocal octet, and suitable for any 
quiet nite club which goes in for 
male choruses. Blanche Bradley is 
the soprano fronting the chorus, and 
she adds a nice femme touch to the 
act. Rollet and Dorthea are a fine- 
looking dance team who specialize 
in novelty acrobatic stuff. Plenty of 
neat little tumbles and hand-to-hand 
work mixed in with the straight 
dance routine. Acceptable anywhere. 


Cee Davidson for years was with 
the Balaban & Katz Chicago theatre 
pit orchestra. Has been playing the 
off-nights here for some time, and is 
currently given an opportunity to 
hold down the major spot with his 
own orchestra. Davidson is count- 
ing on a reaction from the air-time 
to get him started in the pop-dance 
music field. 


It will be noteworthy if Davidson 
is thus able to establish himself that 
quickly, for things rarely happen 
like that. Davidson maybe hopes to 
do it in his four-week stand here, 
and that’s the rub. Given a long 
spell of air time, something might 
break. But as it stands now the 
Davidson band cannot hope for that 
kind of recognition in a short time. 

Orchestra is pleasant and listen- 
able. Plays straight music with a 
nice lilt and an easy manner, and in 
course of time should have a follow- 
ing. But it hasn’t the sensation neéc- 
essary to establish itself. Otherwise 
it’s perfect for this quiet fype of 
|room, where the people like the 
standards of ‘Tea for Two’ style. 
| Neva Patterson is 





| style. Gold. 





Sablon (Plus Baron Bd.) 
Waxes for Decca in L.A. 


Before coming east to open the 
Chez Paree, Chicago, April 3, Jean 
Sablon, accompanied by Paul Baron's 
band, recorded extensively for Decca 
in Los Angeles. Both just closed at 
the Hotel Palace, San Francisco. 
Sablon heading to Chi and the band 
going its own way but due to an- 
chor April 17 at the Hotel Muehle- 
bach, Kansas City. 

Sablon replaces Gertrude Niesen, 
slated to go into the Chez, but bow- 
ing out for personal reasons. Estel- 
lita from the Copacabana, N. Y., 
and Jackie Miles open coincident- 
ally at the Chez, this marking a de- 
parture for the Chi nitery in play- 
ing three relatively little known 
local names on one bill. Irving 
Lazar, of William Morris, agented. 





STRAND, B’KLYN 


blasty and is rather listenable, al- 
though it could stand a bit more 
smoothing out. Norvo himself is, of 
course, tops on the xylophone, at 
which he takes a couple of sessions. 
Topping the band’s vocal corps is 
the Norvo frau, Mildred Bailey. Her 
blues, as in her celebrated ‘Rockin’ 
Chair,’ seemed on the subtle side for 
the locals and passed off without the 
accustomed ovation. Miss Bailey did 
get ‘em, however, with a novelty 
tune, ‘Arthur Murray Taught Me 
Dancing.’ Incidentally, those trick 
shoes the warbler has adopted are a 
bad bet, serving only to attract fur- 
ther attention to Miss Bailey’s w.k. 
but unique figger. 
_Also in the Norvo canary con- 
tingent are Kay Allen and Fran 
Snyder. They’re both passable for 
the assignment. Snyder looks as 





could become rather effective. He 
suffers now via unsteadiness of pitch 
and in the manner he presents him- 


self to the mike. He needs to un- 
twist those shoulders and learn to 
use his hands properly. 


Incidentally, those _ pantaloons 
Norvo’s men wear are strictly from 
corn, Herb. 


PALOMAR, SEATTLE 


Seattle, March 18. 
Barbarina & Her Pals, Lucille 
Lane, Peppy & Peanuts, Lane & 
Harter, Billy Barty & Sisters, Al 
Ules House Orch (6); ‘Yokel Boy’ 
(Rep) and ‘Ellery Queen and Mur- 
der Ring’ (Col). 








A rather weak show this week, 
with some of the individual acts 
clicking, but the shcw as a whole 
never really gets going. 


Standout is Peppy and Peanuts, 
who have a very distinctive routine, 
further enhanced by the contrast 
between tiny, peppy Peanuts and 
huge, sleepy Peppy. Attired in blue 
costumes that practically knock an 
eye out, the pair opens with a jitter- 
bug dance that clicked, following 
with a satirical South American Wa 
song and dance that got a big hand. 
Tired act by Peppy plus the explo- 
sive miming of Peanuts sets this one 
of, but seems more suited for club 
or nitery work than the stage. 


Barbarina and her pomeranians, 
with an unbilled assistant, step off 
some mildly pleasing tricks, -with 
attention focused mostly on Barba- 
rina’s scanty attire rather than the 
pooches., Lucille Lane has the voice 
and figure for her ‘Songs You For- 
get. to Remember,’ leading off with 
‘Comin’ Thru the Rye’ in good style 
and socking ‘Honey Boy’ and ‘What 
Can the Matter Be?’ for a big hand. 
Her treatment of ‘Matter’ nicely 
combines the old and new in song 
arrangements, with the swing part 
a catchy bit. 


Lane and Harter, on fourth, are 
adequate in a song and patter act 
that has been seen before, and Billy 
Barty and his sisters take care of 
the windup position with songs and 
dances. The sisters, Evelyn and 
Dolores, give out with hot arrange- 
ments of ‘South American Way’ d 
‘Chattanooga Choo Choo,’ also »play- 
ing Own accompaniment on ac- 
cordion and fiddle. Billy, well liked 
here, pleased with his drumming 
and talk, bowing off with rousing 
jitterbuggery with Dolores. 

Biz good at second afternoon show. 

Reed. 


STATE, HARTFORD 


Hartford, March 21. 
George Olson Orch with Jerry 
Mitchell, Saxie Dowell, 3 Arnolds, 
Paul Gerrits, Dick Todd, Gypsy Rose 
Rose Lee, Sam Kaplan Pit Band; 
‘Klondike Fury’ (Mono). 








Bill Friday (20) at opening show 


trad L cot 1, — [A ~ ’ 

J i©.; was beset by two handicaps, faulty 
the vocalist with | . . 
| the band and fits in prettily with its | 


spotting and p.a. system. Crack-up 
of latter forced three acts that ordi- 
narily require amplificati.n in this 
huge house to actu:lly play to first 
few rows. , 


This is a new George Olsen band 
and takes up first portion of show. 
Second half consists of outside acts. 
Three Arnole standard (two boys 
and a gal), sell hand-to-hand stuff 
and three-high building, with gal 
topping. Paul Gerrits is on twice. 
First time out he does mimicry, then 
on second trip he indulges in fancy 
rollerskating synchronized with In- 
dian club juggling. Rated high with 
pew purchasers. 

Gypsy Rose Lee is on for a parody 
and strip. Was socko with stub- 
holders. Dick Todd, in closing spot, 
does a trio of audience-winning 
songs, ‘Rose O’Day,’ ‘Do This More 
Often’ and ‘Don’t Want to Walk.’ 
Gerrits, Miss Lee and Todd suffered 
immensely from lack of amplifica- 
tion, although Miss Lee was in a 
better t than others because great 
part of her bit is visual. 

Olsen has a good show band, 
strong on musicianship as well as 





novelty. Vet maestro’s new outfit 


House Reviews 


ontinued from page 48 


though, with some good handling, he| K 











should have no difficulty om book- 
ings and entertainment. 

Band is strictly sweet and boasts 
four fiddles, bass viol, four sax, two 
trumpet, two trombone, piano, ware 
and bullfiddle. Needs a little polish- 
ing and at show caught string section 
couldn’t be heard over the brass. 
Saxie Dowell an. Jerr. Mitchell do 
vocals in doubling from the stand. 

Biz OK opening show. Eck. 


HIPP, BALTO 


Baltimore, March 21. 
Jackie Miles, Paul Sydell & Spotty, 
Lester Cole and Girls (7), Stuart 
Morgan Dancers (4), ‘Felice lula 
Housé Orch; ‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO). 








Brief and rather innocuous show 
is held down in time and stature by 
accompanying film portion (‘Citizen 

ane’). 


Jackie Miles from the niteries and 
capable of doing a job in what few 
theatres are still available to vaude 
paces the layout. Weaves in and out 
with okay material, some of it fa- 
miliar and some of it fairly fresh, but 
all good for nice response. 

Rest of list are standards, with 
Lester Cole and his singing sextet of 
femmes opening the wor with a 
medley of musical-comedy numbers, 
including ‘Make Believe,’ ‘That Man 
of Mine,’ ‘Why Do I Love You’ and 
others, all from ‘Show Boat.’ Fol- 
lows with intricate and very show- 
manly arrangement of a patriotic 
poem. Drew a terrific response. Act 
has style and real musical ability. A 
natural for any theatre or nitery. 


Paul Sydell and his educated 


“~pooches remain tops as a canine turn, 


building from the teeoff and register- 
ing to the hilt with the clever bal- 
ancing by the hounds. Fits in extra 
well here and makes spot for extend- 
ed comicalities of Miles, which in- 
cludes the dissection of popular songs 
a la Joe E. Lewis, and some good 
gags expertly timed for best laugh 
results, 

Stuart Morgan dancers close, with 
the three bare-chested lads tossing 
around the tiny femme for some 
socko tricks. Throws and catches 
are tops in adagio, and musical back- 
ground is well timed for a constantly 
building climax and a curtain-getting 
finish. 

Biz okay. 


EMBASSY, N. Y. 


(NEWSREELS) 


Burm. 





The vast majority of clips on this 
week’s show bear in one way or an- 
other upon the war, at home or 
abroad, but there are not many ac- 
tual action shots. Much of what lit- 
tle there is has come out of the files. 

Bill packs much interest and the 
special lengthy compilation on Gen- 
eral MacArthur is particularly timely 
as well as interesting. News of the 
Day has done an excellent job on 
MacArthur, creating strong audience 
acclaim for the hero of Bataan. 


Opening with planes and guns su- 
perimposed on maps, News of the 
Day picks up MacArthur when he 
was decorated in France, carries him 
down through the years, to his ad- 
dress to the graduating class at West 
Point in 1933 and later when he re- 
ceived another military decoration, 

Following up the MacArthur spe- 
cial, Paramount offers some action 
footage in connection with the of- 
fensive against the Jap fleet which 
knocked off or damaged 23 Nipponese 
ships. Pianes and bombing figure, 
while there is also a clip of a sink- 
ing vessel, 

A recap of what has occurred since 
Pearl Harbor is also shown. This 
includes revived shots: of Pearl Har- 
bor, with fires raging; submission of 
Thailand, Hongkong. Manila, Singa- 
pore and Java. Included are action 
scenes in Bataan, Singapore and Java, 
latter showing huge fires that de- 
stroyed oil wells. 

Fox-Movietone cameras caught 
bombs that missed their targets in 


{connection with an attack on a con- 


voy bound for Malta. These look 
like the McCoy. 

Tex McCrary this week discusses 
convoying, shipping supply lines, job 
of transporting men and materials, 
etc., in an engrossing special clip, 
while H. V. Kaltenborn theorizes on 
questions sent to him from fans. Be- 
fore commenting on questions re- 
ceived, he discusses Australia, Mac- 
Arthur and a United Nations offen- 
sive. Char. 


Starting Early 


“Baltimore, March 24. 

The Summit, summertime sub- 
urban nitery here, will make an 
early start this year, opening Thurs- 
day (26) with Louis Prima’s band. 
A consistent fixture on the local ni- 
tery tront founded in pre-prohibition 
days’ by the late Joe Brithman, ni- 
tery pioneered in name bands in this 
vicinity. Prima proved a big draw 
here last summer on extended run. 

Phil Ellis managing. 
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B’way Improves; ‘Sous Still Leads 
At $38,000, ‘Johnny’ Opener $5,000, 
‘Spring OK 846, Priorities 21/46 





Broadway legit business improved 
immediately after the federal income 
tax payment deadline was passed last 
week, grosses going up in most in- 
stances despite heavy rain through 
Saturday afternoon and night. Sun- 
day business was a factor in the pick- 
up. Only new play, ‘Johnny 2 x 4, 
drew doubtful press and ditto first 
week’s business. 

Estimates for Last week 

Keys: C. (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD ‘(Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 

‘Angel Street,’ Golden (15th week) 
(D-789; $3.30), Claimed to have come 
back to strong pace and indications 
are for summer stay; rated around 
$12,500. 

‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ Fulton (62d 
week) (CD-838; $3.30). Also went 
up and there’s talk of staying into 


next season; quoted figures ap- 
proached $14,000. 
‘Banjo Eyes,’ Hollywood (13th 


week) (M-1.563; $4.40). Went upward 
nearly $4,000, starting with big Sun- 
day, and was quoted close to $31,000; 
among season’s musical big three. 


‘Rest Foot Forward,’ Barrymore 
(25th week) (M-1,104; $4.40). Came 
back, too, with gross approximating 
$19,000, betterment being around §$2,- 
600 over previous week. 

‘Blithe Spirit,’ Morosco (20th week) 
(CD-936; $3.30). Improved, too, and 
has been among straight play lead- 
ers since opening; rated well over 
$15,500. 

‘Cafe Crown,’ Cort (8th week) 
(CD-1,064; $3.30). About held its 
own, with the gross around $8,000; 
makes some money at that level; 
Sunday a lifesaver. 

‘Guest in the House,’ Plymouth 
(4th week) (CD-1,057; $3.30). Cast 
agreed to cut if takings dropped but 
full salaries so far; gross quoted be- 
tween $9,500 and $10,000. 

‘High Kickers,’ Broadhurst (M-1,- 
142: $440). Final and 21st week; 
musical was to have moved but goes 
to road instead; around $15,000. 

‘It Happens on Ice,’ Center (re- 
sumed engagement) (69th week) (R- 
3,026: $1.65), Somewhat better and 
is turning a profit weekly, with in- 
dications of going through second 
season; $20,000. 

‘Jason,’ Hudson (9th week) (CD- 
1,094; $3.30). Approximating $5,000 
or slightly less; probable even break 
at that figure but under expectations. 

‘Johnny 2 x 4,’ Longacre (C-1,016; 
$3.30). First week approximated 
$5,000; mild money for play with ex- 
ceptionally large cast; should pick up 
this week, according to indications. 

‘Junior Miss,’ Lyceum (18th week) 
(CD-1,004; $3.30). Best money among 
straight plays and last week’s gross 
approached $17,000; special matinee 
Monday for school students; is be- 
ing toured in camps, too. 

‘Lady in the Dark,’ “(Alvin (re- 
sumed) (49th week) (M-1,387; $4.40). 
Went to around $22,000, another win- 
ning week;; last weeks announced, 
but expecied to extend well into 
May. 

‘Let’s Face It,’ Imperial (21st week) 
(M-1,450; $4.40). Back to virtually as 
much money as early months; quoted 


at $32,500; another of the musical | 


big three. 


‘Life With Father,’ Empire (123d 
week) (CD-1,l82, $3.30). Some im- 
provement, but this long stayer al- 
ways in the money; gross quoted at 
$1..,800; expected to play through 
another summer. 

‘My Sister Eileen,’ Biltmore (65th 
week) (CD-891; 43.30). Much bet- 
ter than normal, with gross at $11,- 
300; two performances Sunday, when 
$3,000 was drawn. 

‘Sons O’ Fun,’ 


Winter Garden 


(16th week) (R-1,519; $4.40). Tops 
the musicals and the entire list; busi- 
ness contirues-at remarkable pace, 
with gross approximated at $38,000. 


‘Spring Again,’ Playhouse (19th 
week) (CD-865; $3.30). Up somewhat 
ar.d management well pleased with 
business, 
week. 

REVIVALS 

‘A Kiss for Cinderella,’ Music Box 
(2d week) (C-1,012; $2.75). Better 
than indicated early last week; tak- 
ings went to nearly $8,000; okay for 
A.K. play. 

‘Porgy and Bess,’ Majestic (9th 
week) (M-1,175; $2.75). Cinch for 
run, with line at boxoffice: almost 
continuously; grossed $22,500 last 
week, slightly better than previously. 


ADDED 


‘Priorities of 1942,’ 46th St. (1,347; 
$2.20). Off to excellent start, with 
the first full week grossing $21,500; 
vaudeville show big at night and 
weekend matinees; other afternoons 
fair. , 

‘Of V We Sing,’ Concert (2d week) 
(R-781; $1.65). Talk of bringing this 
revue downtown with same sczle 
retained; bit better, with takings 
around $3,500 in heatre away from 
show zone, 


which topped $8,500 last | 





/EILEEN’-FURNESS OK 
$12,000 IN PITTSBURGH 


Pittsburgh, March 24. 
Third company of ‘My Sister 
Eileen,’ headed by Betty Furness, 
did okay at Nixon last week even if 


the $12,500 gross at $2.75 top was a 
little under expectations. There 
were reasonable alibis, however, in- 
come tax time, Lent, etc. Got away 
to a slow start and downovour for 
two nights just an hour or so be- 
fore curtain time didn’t help any, 
but show picked up sharply down- 
stretch and wcund up big. So well, 
in fact, that there was talk of a 
return engagement some time in 





May, possibly at more popular 
prices, around $1.50. 
Also coming back in May is 


‘Claudia, on strength of show’s 
great $18,000 week before last, but 
at same scale, $2.75. That’s because 
it played here under subscription 
auspices and there’s a clause in 
American Theatre Society-Theatre 
Guild contracts that prevents sub- 
scription play from a return at any- 
thing less than established prices. 


Nixon currently has ‘Native Son,’ 
third engagement for it here this 
year, playing at straight $i for en- 
tire house except gallery, which 
goes for four bits. 


RHINE $23,000 
LEADER IN 
BOSTON 


Boston, March 24. 
‘Watch on the Rhine’ copped top 
gross last week with sellout biz all 








the way, and advance on second 
stanza indicates another capacity 
tally. ‘Hellzapoppin’ (N. com- 


pany) continued to take big coin in 
its second week, while ‘Louisiana 
Purchase’ bowed out Saturday (21) 
after three good weeks. ‘The Rivals’ 
was pale in its single week here. 
‘Tobacco Road’ went out Saturday 
(21) after two okay frames at $1.65 
top. 
Estimates for Last Week 

‘Watch en the Rhine,’ Colonial (1st 
week) (1,643; $3.30). Socko biz, aided 
by Guild subscription list. First 
week, $23,000, very big. One more 
to around $20,000, pretty good. 

‘Hellzapoppin,’ Majestic (2d week) 
(1,667; $3.30). Getting good word-of- 
mouth and steady trade; $23,000 last 
week; indef run. 

‘Louisiana Purchase,’ Shubert (3d 
week) (1.590; $3.30). Slowed down 
to around $20,000, pretty good. 

‘Tobacco Road,’ Plymouth (2d 
week) (1,480; $1.65). Closed with 
$7,500, okay. 

‘The Rivals,’ Opera House 
week) (2,944; $2.75). Not strong 


(one 


‘CORN’ NIFTY 1326 
IN LONELY M’W’KEE 


Milwaukee, March 24. 

Four-day engagement of Ethel 
Barrymore in ‘The Corn Is Green 
sold out consistently at the Davidson 
theatre last week without much pub- 
licity. Estimated gross was $13,500 
at $2.75 top. Extra chairs averaged 
38 per performence. ‘Corn’ also 
played adison and_ Rockford, 
week’s total going over $20,000. : 

In spite of consistently good busi- 
ness this season, only one legit at- 
traction remains to be played, ‘Watch 
on the Rhine,’ in May. 


‘CLAUDIA’ FINE 
176, PHILLY; 
PUBLIC 116 


= 











Philadelphia, March 24. 

Solid $17,000 for the first of three 
weeks of ‘Claudia’ (N. Y. company) 
at the Locust Street theatre was 
easily last week's local legit feature. 
John Golden production, playing 
American Theatre Society subscrip- 
tion, won outstanding notices and, 
on word of mouth, drew plenty of 
straight boxoffice attention, with 
promise of even more this week and 
next. 

On the other hand, the town’s only 
musical, ‘My Dear Public,’ had plenty 
of headaches at the Forfest, where 
it grossed just over $11,000. Notices 
ranged from so-so to n.g., with the 
latter being pretty tough. . 

This week’s opener (last night) 
was ‘Without Love,’ Theatre Guild 
production of the new Philip Barry 
comedy, with Katharine Hepburn, at 
the Walnut. This one is on ATS sub- 
scription, too, but splits local en- 
gagement between two houses, mov- 
ing next Monday (30) to the Forrest. 
Larger lower floor of latter house is | 
reason for shift. This week’s show- 
ing at the Walnut promises to be 
close to sellout, with mail-order sale 
alone for the Forrest over $15,000 
when it closed Saturday night. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Claudia,’ Locust (Ist week) (1,500; 
$2.85). Neat $17,000 in first of three 
weeks, first two to be on ATS sub- 
seription. ‘Sister Eileen’ in April 6. 

‘Native Son,’ Walnut (4th week) 
(1,700; $2.50). Skimpy $5,500 in final 
week, but engagement a financial 
success. 

‘My Dear Public,’ Forrest (lst 
week) (1,800; $3.42). Notices tepid 
to definitely adverse. Biz droopy with 
just over $11,000. 





2d ‘Claudia’ 10G, St. L. 
St. Louis, March 24. 

Raves of crix couldn’t overcome 
lethargy of natives, and so ‘Ciaudia,’ 
featuring Beverly Bayne, Reed 
Brown and Phyllis Thaxter (second 
company), wound up the first of a 
two-week stand at the American 
mene Saturday (21) with only fair 
.0. 

With house scaled to $2.80; nine 
performances grossed an estimated 
$10,000. 


‘HATTIE’ 22G, CLEVE. 


Cleveland, March 24. 
Hitting two sellouts during eight 
performances at $3.30 top, all of 
which drew smart biz, ‘Panama Hat- 
tie’ deposited $22,000 at the Hanna 
last week. 
‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ is house’s 








enough to offset uptown location. 
Tallied around $5,000, poor. 


next booking, April 14, following cur- 
rent ‘Hellzapoppin.’ 





Hayes Candle OK 


Chicago March 24. 

Two shows came in here last week 
and both are doing well, though con- 
siderably off capacity. ‘Angel Street’ 
drew great notices but indicates it 
will need some time to warm up the 
boxoffice. ‘Candle in the Wind’ nas 
Helen Hayes, and that’s all that is 
necessary to insure fine business, but 
the raps for the play itself are prov- 
ing costly. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Angel Street,’ Harris (Ist week) 
(1,000; $2.65). Notices were fine and 
show should settle down for a run. 
Came through to $13,000. 


‘Blithe Spirit,’ Selwyn (5th week) 
(1,000; $2.75). Power of the names 
associated with this play keeps it rid- 
ing profitably. Up around $13,000. 

‘Candle in the Wind,’ Erlanger (lst 
week) (1,400; $3.30). Three weeks 
only for this Helen Hayes drama; 
came through for okay $16,000. 

‘Papa Is All,’ Blackstone (2d week) 
(1,200; $2.75). In second appearance 
and second week, show slow at $6,- 
000, which should be on the right 
side in view of short cast. , 





$16,000 in Chicago, 


Inside Stuff—Legit 





John Golden is helping tp hypo the ticket sale for the Joe Louis-Abe 
Simon melee to be held at Madison Square Garden this Friday (27) 
proceeds of which go to the Army Emergency Fund. Advance sale was 
much under that of the recent Louis-Buddy Baer event which provided 
$80,000 for the Navy Relief Fund. 

Earlier paucity of publicity may be explained by the fact that some of 
the sports editors are south with the baseball teams. But Golden instantly 
got the support of John Kieran, N. Y. Times sports columnist, after the 
showman was asked to help by Col. H. Clay Supplee of the Second Corps 
Area, headquartered at Fort Jay, Governors Island. Kieran last week 
devoted a column to the fight, with the showman’s part in the bout’s 
promotion being prominently linked in the piece. Over the weekend all 
papers plugged the bout and a sellout is predicted, Gate, at $25 top, is 
figured to reach $125,000. 

Other legit managers who showed interest in boxing were William A. 
Brady, who handled Jim Jeffries; the late Sam H. Harris, who managed 
Terry McGovern, and the late L. Lawrence Weber, who promoted the 
Jess Willard-Jack Johnson affair in Havana. 





One reason for canceling out-of-town dates for ‘Lady in the Dark 
(Alvin, N. Y.) this spring was the proposed two weeks in Washington, 
which bars children under 14. There are half a dozen kids under that 
age necessary to the ‘Lady’ plot. 

Doubtful if the show will ever regularly play the capital, and the same 
goes for ‘Watch on the Rhine,’ which has skipped that live stand because 
two youngsters are vital to the drama. ‘Watch’ did play Washington as 
a ‘command performance’ on the last Sunday in January for the Presi- 
dent’s Infantile Paralysis Fund, and the local authorities did not attempt 
interference. 

Earlier in the winter Max Gordon played ‘The Land Is Bright’ there, 
although that play had one boy under the age minimum. Performances 
were not interrupted but Gordon had to answer a summons later and was 
fined $100 for the violation. He also played ‘Junior Miss’ there but tke 
age of the lasses in that comedy came within the law. 





Coast writer Rowland Brown who made his debut last week as an 
author-manager with ‘Johnny 2 X 4,” at the Longacre, N. Y., called the 
cast together on the second night and said that if anyone thought of some 
funny lines they would be put in. That may explain daily rehearsals after 
the critics panned the debut. 

‘Johnny’ was over-produced in that there seem to be too many people 
in the play, indicating that it must draw substantial grosses to break 
even. There are 39 players in the cast, plus a flock of extras and a band 
on stage. Company has 81 on the payroll. Even with an exceptionally 
strong premiere take, gross for the first week was around $5,000. 

Brown kas beer a prolific story man. Perhaps his outstanding yarn for 
Hollywood was ‘Angels With Dirty Faces,’ in which James Cagney and 
Pat O’Brien starred for Warners. 





Third company of ‘My Sister Eileen’ has its Own weekly publication, 


|The Sob Sister Sentinel, which is distributed to members of cast and 


crew every Wednesday. Editors are Michael Ellis, Barnet Biro and Doug- 
las Morris, who play three of the six future Brazilian admirals, and 
Robert Downing, assistant stage manager. It’s a single sheet of mimeo- 
graphed news relaying inside of doings in the company as well as gossip 
and breezy bits of information. Publication started during show’s Boston 
run and will continue for the duration of tour. 

Harvard Theatre Collection is saving copies of the paper for its files 
because it is the only backstage newspaper in the United States today. 





Accustomed as he is to public speaking, the N. Y. World-Telegram’s 
dramatic critic, John Mason Brown, breezily reminiscences on his adven- 
tures of bringing culture to the hinterland in a breezy book, ‘Accustomed 
As I Am’ (W. W. Norton; $2). Veteran of the platform circuit, crick 
Brown's findings on sundry manifestations of Americana are authoritative 
and, what’s more, they’re recorded for posterity—well, anyway, for the 
Sardi’s-Shubert Alley disciples—in breezy, intelligent, shrewd and enter- 
taining manner. Which is enough recommendation, certainly, to make 
this book worthwhile. 

George J. Bowman, of the National City Bank, attached to the 41st street 
and Broadway branch, N. Y., died at the age of 75 last week. He was little 
known to the present generation of showmen, but was on intimate terms 
with the late A. L. Erlanger coterie of legit managers. 

Deceased was with National City through its various transitions, which 
included the Commercial Trust and East River Bank, prior to their being 
absorbed by National City. 





Starr Kamp, Air Corps private who attempted suicide by stabbing last 
week in St. Patrick’s Cathedral, N. Y., is a former actor on the Coast. He 
was identified by Eleanor Sinclair, of New York, who knew him when she 
was an actress at the Pasadena (Cal.) Playhouse. Neither Kemp nor Miss 
Sinclair is a member of Equity, however. 





Jamestown, N. Y. 

Buffalo (26-28). 
‘Native Son’—Nixon, Pitt. (25-28), 
‘Out of the Frying Pan’ (USO)— 


(25); Erlanger, 


Current Road Shows 


(March 25-April 4) 





‘Angel Street’ (2d Co.)—Harris, | *t. Custer, Mich. (25); Pine Camp, 
Chi (25-4). N. Y. (27-28). 

‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ (2d Co.)— ‘Panama _ Hattie’— Cass, Detroit 
Cox, Cincy (25-28). (25-4). 

‘Blithe Spirit? (2d Co.)—Selwyn,| ‘Papa Is All’—Blackstone, Chi 
Chi (28-4). (25-4). 


‘Blossom Time’—Majestic, Ft. Worth 
(25); Shrine Aud., Oklahoma City 





‘Angel Fine 136, ‘Spirit’ 136, ‘Papa’ 66 





Evans’ ‘Macbeth’ Wow 


$24,000 in Nifty Balto’ 





Baltimore, March 24, 

This town is definitely in a legit 
boom, Last week, in spite of a ful- 
Some three nights of the Met Opera 
against him, Maurice Evans brought 
his ‘Macbeth’ through an estimated 
$24,000, smasho, at Ford's. Scaled at 
a top of $2.78 for the 1,900 seats, 
Shakespearean tragedy was an up- 
stairs sellout for the week before 
opening night, and _ higher-priced 
seats were at a premium from Wed- 
nesday on. All this in spite of rec- 
ord-breaking take of Katharine Hep- 
burn in ‘Without Love’ which 
reached $29,000 the week previous 
in the same house. 

Both legit houses here are open 
currently; the indie-booked Maryland 
with Oscar Serlin’s production of 
John Steinbeck’s ‘The Moon Is 





Down,” and Ford’s with the theatre 





Guild production of ‘The Rivals.’ 


(26): Robinson Aud., Little Rock 
(27); Ryman Aud., Nashville (28), 


‘Candie in the Wind’—Erlanger, 
Chi (28-4). 

‘Claudia’ (N. Y.. Co,}) — Locust, 
Philly (25-4). 


‘Claudia’ (2d Co.)—American, St. 
L. (25-28). 
‘Corn Is Green’—Hartman, Colum- 


bus (25); English, Indpls. (26-28); 
American, St. L, (30-4). 

‘Hellzapoppin’ (N. Y. Co.)—Ma- 
jestic, Boston (28-4). 

‘Helzapoppix’ (24d Co.) — Hanna, 
Cleve. (25-28). 

‘Junior Miss’ (USO)—Ft. Sill, 


Okla. (26-28); Camp Barkeley, Texas 
(30-1). 

‘Life With Father’ (2d Co.)—May- 
fair, Portland, Ore. (25-28). 

‘Life With Father’ (3d Co.)—Fox, 
Bakersfield, Cal. (25); Lobero, Santa 
Barbara (27-28), 

*‘Macbeth’—National, 
28); Nixon, Pitt (30-4), 

‘Moon Is Down’—Maryland, Balto. 
(25-28). 

‘My Dear Public’—Forrest, Philly 
(25-28). 

“My Sister Eileen’ (2d Co.)—Bilt- 
more, L. A. (25-4). 

‘My Sister Eileen’ (3d Co.)—Shea’s, 


Wash, (25- 








‘Rivals’—-Ford’s, Balto, (25-28). 

‘Tobacco Road’—Plymouth, Boston 
(25-28). 

‘Watch on the Rhine’—Colonial, 
Boston (25-28); Erlanger, Buffalo 
(30-1); Taft Aud., Cincy (2-4). 

‘Without Love’ — Walnut, 
(25-28); Forrest, Philly (30-4). 

‘Yesterday’s Magic’—Shubert, New 
Haven (27-28); National, Wash. 
(30-4). 


‘HELLZ’ (2D CO.) FAIR 
$20,400 IN TORONTO 


Toronto, March 24. 

Supposed to be some compensation 
for the worst season in the 36 years 
history of the Royal Alexandra, 
‘Hellzapoppin’ (second company) 
grossed just a fair $20,400, with 1,- 
524-seater at $3 top. 
_ Chief reason for audience fall-off 
in first two performances of the week 
was the fact that ‘Hellz’ came in here 
on only four days’ notice (show 
originally set for Cass, Detroit), this 
leaving little time for any press cam- 
paign. 

House is dark week of March 23, 
then ‘My Sister Eileen’ for week of 
March 30. 


Philly 
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Time(s) Heals All Wounds 





‘A joyless book about a sulky assignation . . . offers everything but 


a good time . 


. , although ‘Pal Joey’ is expertly done, can you draw 


sweet water from a foul well?’—Brooks Atkinson, in the N. Y. Times, 


Dec. 26, 1940. 


‘But ‘Johnny 2 x 4’ is only a hack’s dream. It made this department 
homesick for ‘Pal Joey.’’—Brooks Atkinson, N. Y. Times, March 17, 


1942. 





Critics Forced to Review ‘Amateurs’ 


Due to Lag in 


With Broadway premieres slowed 
to a dribble in recent weeks, the 
critics have been  oing far afield to 
view sundry performances, few of 
which have been designed for regu- 
lar presentation. Some have been 
frankly amateur shows, others of a 
semi-professional rating, but the re- 
viewers have had to have some kind 
of material and therefore braved 
metropolitan hideaways and tiny up- 
stairs auditoriums that somehow be- 
come active as Broadway produc- 
tivity wanes. 

Most of the showings have been 
on the negative side, but one has at- 
tracted some aitention arnl may be 
brought uptown for a spell. Play is 
‘Nathan the Wise,’ a revised revival 
which, however, was performed by 
professionals distinctly as an experi- 
ment. Another project which lured 
the critics was ‘Johnn, Doodle,’ a 
play with American legendary songs. 
It was classed of high school calibre 
by those who covered it, and nearly 
all admitted having retreated to 
their typewriters after the first part. 

Saroyan In Again 

‘Doodle’, a sort of by-product of 
tle summer theatres, was shown last 
week, when a William Saroyan 
quickie, ‘Across the Board On To- 
morrow Morning,’ was also trotted 





out. To fill out the bill another one- 
actor, ‘Theatre of the Soul,’ by 
Nicholas Evreinov, was also per- 


formed. Despite the racetrack impli- 
cation of the ‘Across’ title, Brooks 
Atkinson, N. Y. Times, called it... 
‘an impudent excursion into meta- 
physics, much more amusing than 
you would suspect from the shrill 
and splintery acting ...a boozy 
gambado . . . wastes a lot of words 
on metaphysical matters that Mr. 
Saroyan does not understand... call 
it boogie-woogie drama played on a 
piccolo, but skillfully acted to the 
rhythm of a dance or piece of mod- 
ern music, it could be highly amus- 
ing. 

Equity is quiescent on the matter 
of little, cooperative or experimental 
ventures. It is felt, as they flare up 
si ddenly, that such shows will likely 
pass from attention as quickly and so 
long as they are not competitive with 
Broadway either as to admission 
scale or quality. Thus Equity feels 


there is no need to clamp down the | 


lid. 


Only one new show, ‘Johnny 2 x 4’, | 
J y | ‘Eileen’ last week, gallery sale was 


opened last 
Broadway. 
week, but three little theatre affairs 
are scheduled. 

Next week ‘The Moon is Down,’ is 
slated to open at the Beck and ‘My 
Dear Public’ at the Broadhurst, 
while ‘Nathan the Wise’ will be 
brought uptown to the Belasco. 


Hammerstein Editing 
Caesar’s ‘Dear Public’ 

Oscar Hammerstein II is editing 
Irving Caesar’s stage musical, “My 
Dear Public,’ currently at the For- 
i st, Philadelphia, in general tuning 
and staging 

Among cast changes is Joy 
Hodges, replacing Mitzi Green op- 
Posite John Buckmaster. 

Louis Lazar, New York industrial- 
ist and a familiar figure around 
Miami racetracks as a stable owner, 

Caesar’s chief angel for ‘Public.’ 


Contest Designer’s Will 


Springfield, Mass., March 24. 

e will of Ralph F. Mulligan, 
Costume and stage designer who died 
bes Chesterfield, N. H., Dec. 8, 1941, 
faving an estate of about $200,000, 
Will be contested in Hampden Coun- 
ty Probate court, April 6. 

Wo cousins, ignored in the will, 
= Ay filed objection to the bequests, 
ch include one of $50,000 to Has- 


week (Longacre) on 











Sard Short, Broadway stage director. | 


Broadway Production 








None will arrive this | 








Nelson Seabra Almost 
Lost 256 ‘Angel’ Coin 


Suit of Nelson Seabra against Lee 
and John Shubert, Shubert Theatre 
Corp., Select Theatre Corp., and 
Ralph McBane has been settled out 
of the N. Y. supreme court. Action 
sought to recover $25,000 advanced 
by Seabra to McBane, and action 
was settled when the defendants re- 
turned the money to the plaintiff. 

Suit charged that in the summer of 
1941 McBane approached the plain- 
tiff saying he had $25,000 and was 
about to produce a play entitled 
‘Double or Nothing’ which needed 
another $25,000 to finance it. Plain- 
tiff was offered 25% if he invested 
$25,000. It is alleged that the 25G 
was put up and McBane started 
negotiations with the Shuberts for 
the production. Plaintiff then de- 
cided to withdraw, but the de- 
fendants refused to give him his 
money back. Fitelson & Mayers 
represented Seabra in the action. 


Pitt Theatre Beefs 
On Unsuitable Sets 
Of B'way Legiters 


Pittsburgh, March 24. 

Management of Nixon theatre here 
registered strong protest with UBO 
last week against practice of Broad- 
way managers in sending out Broad- 
way hits with sets designed for orig- 
inal New York productions. Dis- 
satisfaction was brought about fol- 
lowing complaints of gallery patrons 
that they couldn’t see half of what 
was going on in ‘My Sister Eileen,’ 
in which much of the action takes 
place at a window at back end of 
set. 

Nixon has largest second balcony 
of any legit theatre in the country, 
around 730 seats, and it’s long been 
an axiom here that coin taken in for 
gallery seats represents house's 
profit over a period of a year. For 











the smallest any play has had in 
some time and that was attributed 
entirely to fact that they couldn't 
see what was going on. Real word- 
of-mouth playgoers are those who 
scale the heights and their gripe got 
around quickly. 

Same thing was true of ‘Claudia’ 
week before, only not so much 60. 


Set was the same one used at Booth | 


theatre, N. Y., during hit’s 13-month 


| run, and Booth hag about 900 seats 


less than Nixon. Result was that 


all the action that took place down- 
| stage and at the telephone, where | 
several pivotal scenes were done, | 


was just a blackout for the gallery 
clientele. 

Nixon wants something done about 
it, and immediately. Customer coOm- 
plaints are giving the management 
an awful headache. 





Dixey, 83, Recupes 


Atlantic City, March 24. 

Henry E. Dixey, 83, veteran ac- 
tor, is in the City Hospital, as a re- 
sult of an auto accident. 
his age and a broken arm, physicians 
say his condition is not serious. 

Dixey, at the turn of the cen- 
tury, appeared in ‘The Adonis,’ ‘The 
Man On the Box,’ ‘Becky Sharp,’ 
‘Bought and Paid For’ and other 
productions of that generation. He 
played 603 consecutive perform- 
ances in ‘Adonis’ at the Bijou Opera 
House, New York. 





Despite | 


AGENTS, EQUITY COOL OFF 


TARA Chances for Basic Accord 
Washed Up This Season 








Situation between legit casting 
agents and Equity has quieted down. 
At their recent annual meeting the 
Agents decided to pay Equity the 
annual $25 fee required from each 
caster but they wanted to make the 
payment come in bulk from the 
Theatrical Artists Representatives 
Assocation, the agent group, Equity 
was dubious over such an arrange- 
ment, however, and figured it might 
imply a basic working agreement, 
which was twice refused TARA. 

Equity thereupon advised William 
Morris, Jr., the new prez of the 
agents association, that such remit- 
tances were no dice. As the coin 
had been collected by TARA from 
members who had been holding out, 
Morris thereupon sent Equity a 
cashier’s check, rather than one from 
the association. Equity accepted but 
individual receipts were sent to each 
agent. 

That about washes up TARA’s ex- 
pectations for an agreement this 
season but sorne members of Equity’s 
council favor giving the ‘boys’ a 
break and the idea may be steamed 
up again, possibly in the fall. 


$1-Top Drama Finds 
Big Reception in Det., 
Seen Aid to War Thrift 


Detroit, March 24. 

Popular priced drama still seems 
to be the big lure for war-industry 
workers, despite their big earnings, 
with $1 top legit making a major 
bid here. 7 

When ‘My Sister Eileen’ ducked 
into the Shubert-Lafayette here for 
a fling at bargain basement shopping, 
it was experimental. Top prices 
were $1.10, with plenty of two-bit 
and 50c seats, and matinees being 
strictly shoppers’ guides at a 50c 
top. Result was that the comedy 
picked up a solid $8,000 and seems 
set for a run of from six to 10 weeks. 
House also has started to look around 
on the idea of going through the 
summer with the marked-down 
theatre. 

Results here has been so sharp 
that Cleveland officials came up to 
see if Frank McCoy, the producer, 
would operate at the Hanna theatre 
there. 

Operators here see the pop-priced, 
long-run drama as a solution to the 
transportation difficulties which will 
mount during the war for companies 
on the road. The idea seems to be 
that rather than install stock it will 
be a solution of the problem if the 
road shows are pegged at a price 
that will let them milk out the pub- 
lic and settle down to longer runs. 
While the $1 level seems to be the 
answer at the present time, the feel- 
ing is that as the wartime earnings 
mount, the price could be hiked 
gradually with the increased incomes 
to find the point where the shows 
could get their longest runs at the 
best prices. 











‘Eileen’ Sock at Pop L. A. Prices 

Los Angeles, March 24. 
Dropping the scale to pop prices 
at $1.50 top, second company of ‘My 
Sister Eileen, at the Biltmore 
bounced to virtual capacity at all 
performances last week (5th) for 
$12,500. Comedy stays at least two 
more weeks to establish new house 
| record, and if Holy Week biz stands 
lup, company will remain indefinitely. 
Plan is to move back to San Fran- 
|cisco for month’s booking at the 
| new pop prices before closing for 
the season. 








Summer Group Plans 
To Reopen Easton House 


Easton, Pa., March 24. 

Hunterdon Hills Playhouse, Inc., 
which stages summer plays at Jut- 
land, N. J., near here, plans to re- 
open the Orpheum theatre, Easton, 
which has been closed for the past 10 
years. A proposal has been made to 
the city of Easton by the playhouse 
to consider a compromise on de- 
linquent taxes due on the theatre, 
one time owned by Wilmer and 
Vincent, where many road shows 
were staged. Richard Hetrick, presi- 
dent of the playhouse, said that if 
the theatre is acquired, plays would 
be presented there on a year-around 
basis. Community organizations are 
being urged to support the plan. 

Robert Ungerileider, counsel for the 
playhouse, said that the playhouse 
is willing to pay $2,000 to acquire the 
title to the property and that re- 
conditioning would cost at least 
$11,000. The Orpheum has a seating | 
bout 1.200 











icapacity of < 


| Comedie Francaise Does 


‘Anti-ism’ Amendment Wins Vote 
In Equity, 552-288, Terminating 
Long Row Among Membership 





‘Lady’ to Continue 
Indef on Broadway 


‘Lady in the Dark’ which early 
last week was advertised as being 
in its final six weeks at the Alvin, 
N. Y., switched plans fast due to 
increased biz. For the Sam _ H. 
Harris presentation which was a 
sock musical success tast season and 
is still turning a weekly profit, has 
announced its continuance on Broad- 
way indefinitely. It had been 
pianned to pisy five weeks out of 
town this spring (three in Phila- 
delphia), but ‘Lady’ will not go on 
tour until next season. Ads in the 
dailies still state ‘last weeks.’ 


‘Lady’ profit to date has been 
around $35,000. Its overall cost of 
production was $150,000. That in- 
cluded cost of a unique insurance 
policy covering Gertrude Lawrence, 
the show’s star, which was $10,000. 
Protective policy against Miss Law- 
rence becoming ill was secured be- 
cause it was conceded that with- 
out her the show could not be 
performed. It cost $15,000 to keep 
the show closed during 11 weeks 
last summer, when Miss Lawrence 
vacationed. 


The Moss Hart-Kurt Weill-Ira 
Gershwin musical rates as one of 
the most successful attractions in 
recent seasons in which a picture 
firm participated. Paramount has 
a material share, its investment, now 
refunded, being estimated around 
$45,000. 








Playwrigt Asks 
Star System For 
Legit Reviewers 





Herbert B. Ehrmann, Boston at- 
torney who wrote ‘Under This Roof,’ 
abolitionist drama which tarried 
briefly at the Windsor, N. H., recent- 
ly came forth with an idea about 
rating the critics in a letter to a 
New York newspaper. Reviewers 
credited the author’s accurate his- 





torical knowledge of New England 
and his ability as a writer, but all 
agreed the play was not effective 
drama. 


Ehrmann suggests the star system 
for reviewers, with playwrights to 
rate ’em. Qne star would go to a 
‘smart aleck’, two stars to the fellow 
who’s chiefly concerned with the 
structure of a play and not at all to 
its meaning or audience response. 
Three stars would be pinned on the 
critic who made some attempt to 
explain the meaning of the play and 
whether the audience seemed to get 
enjoyment or stimulation from it. 
That would be the limit, Ehrmann 
opines, for ‘there are no four-star | 
critics’. 





|; never 


The long-contested anti-ism 
amendment was voted into Equity’s 
constitution Saturday (21), when 552 
referendum ballots favored adop- 
tion, with 288 opposed. Apparently, 
the issue has been finally disposed 
of after 21 months of bickering 
within the membership, but there 
were efforts to forestall the refer- 
endum by opponents to the measure 
up to the last minute. Amendment 
bars Communists, Nazis and Fas- 
cists from holding office in Equity or 
being employed by the association. 

Discussion i dicated that there was 
some confusion over voting rights 
but insufficient time remained be- 
fore the referendum deadline Friday 


| (20) night for clarification. 


New Rules Due on Plural Votes 


Equity is due to adopt new rules 
on plural voting. Number of du- 
plicated votes, if any, was not dis- 
closed but it was doubtful if such 
ballots figured in the referendum 
result as its adoption was virtually 
certain. Voting, which was much 
heavier than when the issue was 
first passed on to the membership, 
placed the amendment on the books 
by a majority of almost 2 to 1. Pre 
viously, when the question of~pre- 
senting the amendment was put to 
the membership by referendum 
questionaire, the vote was very light 
and the margin in favor was rather 
scant. 

At a meeting early last fall the 
amendment was voted in, but the 
council nixed it, presumably because 
of the difference of opinion over the 
term ‘sympathizer’ (of isms). That 
term was later deleted from con- 
sideration, In that form a_ subse- 
quent meeting adopted the amend- 
ment but the required two-thirds 
majority was not registered. Coun- 
cil was then ordered by petition to 
send out the decisive referendum 
to the whole membership, such vot- 
ing being decided by a simple ma- 
jority. 


Lamberton Started It 


The anti-ism issue. was started by 
Congressman William P. Lambert- 
son, who in 1940 read into the Con- 
gressional Record the charge that 
the council was dominated by Com- 
munists or sympathizers to that 
cause. Later, the Nazis and Fascists 
were included in the general situa- 
tion but there continued to be deter- 
mined opposition, the latter faction 
claiming there are Equity rules to 
discipline members who may be 
inimical to the welfare of the asso- 
ciation. 

The Lambertson 
substantiated, 


charges were 
and although 
Equity welcomed investigation by 
the Government, none was ever 
made. Some of those named by 
Lambertson have been active in op- 
posing the amendment. At the last 
election, when several independents 
were elected to the council, i$ of 
that body including two v.p.s, re- 
signed, saying they feared it might 
be dominated by radicals. Subse- 
quent developments have hardly up- 
reld that contention. ‘Those who 
walked out included some of the 
most active people in Equity affairs. 





Professor George P. Bakers 47 Welles in Special Phone 


Workshop’ at Harvard, wrote the 


letter as a follow-up to Ben Hecht’s | Hookup from Rio as Part 


lament over what the critics said 
about his ‘Lily of the Valley,’ which 
had an even briefer stay (one week) 
at the same theatre. He concedes 
that Hecht used up all the words in 


| saying what he tho: .ht of the critics, 


but Ehrmann suggests ‘specific rem- 
edies’, In addition to the star-rating 
idea, he also thinks that if critics 


had to pay full price for their tickets | ture 


Of ‘Son’ Celebration in Pitt 


Big party will be tossed back- 
stage at Nixon theatre, Pittsburg, 


| tonight (Wednesday) after perform- 


‘Native Son’ to celebrate 
show’s first birthday. Scheduled fea- 
is telephone hook-up with 


ance of 


they might see more good in the | Orson Welles, in Rio de Janeiro 


plays. 

Ehrmann received inspiration for 
his essay afte: his drama ‘played to 
12 responsive audiences until the 
critics reviewed the opening in New 
York. Then there were no further 
audiences’, 





| making a picture for RKO, who will 
| speak to Canada Lee, star of show, 





‘Don Carlos’ Then ‘Hamlet’ 


Vichy, March 24. 

Comedie Francaise is putting on | 
Schiller’s ‘Don Carlos’ in Paris. 

‘Hamlet’ is to be presented as the 


4a nt 


ne rn 


and convey his best wishes to more 
than 30 members of the cast. 

‘Son,’ playing its third engage- 
ment in Pittsburg this season, 
opened at St. James theatre, New 
York, on March 25, 1941, and al- 
though it received good notices it 
had only a three-month run and 


was never a big winner. With pro- 
uction cut for road purposes, 
however, and taken over from 


Welles by Jules Leventhal on a 
sharing arrangement, tour has paid 
back original investment and also 
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Steinbeck’s ‘Moon 


Disappoints 


As Legit Drama in Balto Tryout 





Baltimore, March 23. 


Drama in two acts by John Steinbeck, 
adapted from book of same title; pre- 
sented by Oscar Serlin; directed by Chester 


Erskin; setting, Howard Bay; opened at 
Maryland theatre, Baltimore, March 25, 
"42. $2.77 top. 

Dr. Winter.....cce edeocreees Whitford Kane 
TaseGh..«ccoeccversese ecoccces Joseph Sweeney 
Sergeant.......66 e ....Edwin Gordon 


eoccces 
Captain Bentick..........John D, Seymour 





Mayor Orden. ...:¢-rsceeeees: Ralph Morgan 
Madame Orden....seesessees: Leona Powers 
Rs oon tne ¥00deedensve Charles Gordon 
Colonel LAMSer...cseeeeeeereees Otto Kruger 
George Corell.....-+.+e...-E. J. Ballantine 
AMNIO..ccccccsces PYUTELTT TTL Maria Palmer 
Boldter....ceccsccece escsesss- Kermit Kegley 
Major Hunter......-ceeerees Russell Collins 
Liutenant Prackle..............--Carl Gose 
Captain Loft. .<....ccccceee-- Alan Hewitt 
Lieutenant Tonder..... TT Ty William Eythe 
PDRUOR. co cceceockecsecee eee Victor Thorley 
Molly Morden.......+« eecdece Maria Palmer 
Alex Morden......+- rTTTirT tT Philip Foster 
Wilh AMGOIS. .cccecocevecscies George Keane 
Pom Amber, .cccccccesseccess Lyle Bettger 





Touted way in advance because of 
favorable critical attention to recent 
publication as a novel, John Stein- 
beck’s ‘The Moon Is Down’ has a lot 
to measure up to. As presented here, 
the dramatization follows the book | 
almost literally, and because of this 
suffers from long stretches of dialog 
which may read better than it plays. 
There are compelling scenes and 
some dialog that bites and takes hold, 
but these spots are distantly sep- 
arated and too slowly paced to ac- 
complish a sustained drive and ef- 
fective dramatic impact. As present- 
ed here it is a play of some force and | 
potential possibilities, but there is | 





man-sized job of pruning, pointing 
and speeding to be done. Second act. 
a at cries for considerable | 
work. 


Story deals with the citizenry of 
a small Norwegian town invaded by | 
the Nazis. Their resistance to en- | 
slavement and the stolid adherance 
to the inborn rights of a free people | 
clash with the dictums of the new 
order as preached by the conqueror. 
This spirit is exemplified by the sim- | 
ple and kindly mayor, the village | 
doctor and the entire cross-section | 
of the town’s humble populace. The | 
Nazi officers charged with occupy- 
ing the countryside discover the | 
strength of this unconquerable spirit | 
and find that their victory is hollow | 
and of temporary import only. 

Last two scenes of first act rise to! 
strong emotional climax, particularly 


| making his bid, not hi: 


on first-act curtain, which points the 
sharp distinction of the two con- 
trasting philosophies. The second 
act, however, fails to prove and de- 
velop clearly this dtamatic conflict. 
The mayor, as played by Ralph Mor- 
gan, doesn’t quite convince, and the 
Nazi colonel charged with carrying 
out the job of economic reform pre- 
sents a most baffligg character. De- 
picted by Otto Kruger, the role is 
played down to the point of weak- 
ness. This Hitlerism representative 
is too muddled and undecided about 
his particular part of the ruthless 
job at hand. He does not present 
sufficient contrast to point up effec- 
tively the real truth and premise the 
play starts out to prove. 

There is a smartly conceived and 
well performed dash of romance and 
frustration vortrayed by Maria Pal- 
mer and William Eythe. The coun- 
try doctor also takes on some stature 
as played by Whitford Kane. Rest 
of cast generally measures up. Set- 
ting by Howard Bay is topflight. 

Maybe too much was expected of 
this one. There will no doubt be 
some audience for it when it reaches 
Broadway. What is accomplished 
between its catching here and its 
projection there will determine the 
real strength of its acceptance. 
‘Watch on the Rhine’ and ‘There 
Shall Be No Night,’ both of which 
also preemed here, did a much bet- 
ter job locally of the same basic 
theme. Burm. 


THE NICE HARMONS 


Holvwend, March 18. 


Comedy in three acts (four scenes) by 
William T. Tilden: presented by the Rudy 


Vallee Co.: staged by Johnstone White; 
set by William Robertson; stars Tilden, 
Tala RBirell, Bill Henry: supporting cast: 
| Jovce Miller. Theresa [T.von, Jimmy Car- 
penter Jack Finch, Olga Papp, Grace 
Henry: at Assistance League Playhouse, 


Hollywood, March 18, °42; $1.65 top. 


Sports figures, .—hamps and not-so- 
have long pitched 


Ia 
goods 


of suczesses has been lean and un- 


promising. But still they come. 
Now it’s Bill Tilden, one of the 
greatest racket wielders of all time, 
first, but a 
nevertheless, to the 
It’s his coin in 


maiden bow, 
flicker Columbuses. 











for the | 
stage and screen, but the percentage | 








SAID OF 


CYNDA 


AND—READ ON 





“Definitely is an attraction— 


DON’T MISS HER” 


HERSCHELL HART in Detroit News 
(FEB. 24, 1942) 


GLENN 





Completely Attired 





N. Y. Daily News assigned 
Jack Turcott to Australia for war 
coverage and he was told to get 
outfitted by Abercrombie and 
Fitch, no limit on what he de- 
sired being made. Reporter got 
himself properly garbed for the 
new job and reported at the 
office sporting two wrist watches. 

He explained that one ticker 
was set for Australian time and 
the other would be kept at New 
York war time, so that he 
wouldn’t miss the paper’s dead- 
line. 








the venture kis stor with the aid 
an. comfort of his friend, Rudy Val- 
lee, who is now identified with a 
venture called Rudy Vallee Presents. 
Vallee’s deed w ; tc cast many of 
th players, including Tilden, Tala 
Birell and Jo:ce Miller. The piece 
won't do Tilden any harm, but it’ll 
do far more for th: Miller kid, a 
15-year-old who gets around with 
the flourish of a Gerti Lawrence. 

To Tilden’s credit :s his spread of 
acting honors. While he concocted 
the meek little familv play, he cut 
himself in for only *- small part. 
Just enough for the film scouts to 
get a line on his histrioz.ics. He 
skips blithely thrcugh his part with 
a. little effort as a lob over the net, 
and at no time does he ham or hog. 
He gives a pleasant performance 
albeit lacking the polished finesse of 
a trouper. Shall one say he has 
possibilities? Nv juvenile and not 
yet well enough clong in years, as 
athletes go, for character parts, but 
the sturdy middle-aged type. There 
should be something in pictures for 
him, for, after all, he’s a name in 
tennis circles and the game is played 
in every village and hamlet in the 
country. 

The Miller moppet has the fattest 
part end handles her lines like a 
veteran and moves around with 
poise and a sense of the ftheatfital. 
She’s the ‘Junior Miss’ type, and by 
| this t‘rme should be testing at some 
|of the celluloid factories. She’s a 
| cross between Shirley Temple and 
| Jane Withers 2nd a personable, cute 
| kid along with it. 

Miss Birel] vlays the mother role 
with neat restrair:, and gone is the 
|}accent that numbered her days in 
| the cinema. This showcasing should 
|help her regain her onetime hold in 
| the sprocket drama. Bill Henry, a 
| breezy juvenile, hasn’t a lot to do, 
| but he manages to give his role an 
|occasional spz*k. He’s a clean-cut 
lad and rates a better break than 
he’s been getting in films. what with 
| the studios crying for his type. 
| Tilden’s story and the pace of di- 
{rection are not the happiest mediums 
|for the advancement of the leads. 
Yarn concerns the romantics in a 
| family, the elders carrying on inno- 
|cently with heart partners of their 
| offspring, and the vcungsters making 
|a play for the oldsters. It’s innocu- 
|}ous fun, but too thin to buck the 
professional tide. Helm. 














Pulitzer Prize 
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of that type heretofore (‘You Can’t 
|Take It With You’). 
eral plays in the moderate-success 
|class that could get the Pulitzer 


There are sev- 


|musicals which may be considered. 
| Committee stepped away from tradi- 
| tion to cite a musical some years 
ago, that winner being ‘Of Thee I 


Sing.’ 





' } 
j}nod; there are also two or three | 











Not Tilting N. Y. Dailies 

New York dailies are planning no 
increases in newsstand sale prices, 
business managers of various sheets 
declared Monday (23). It had been 
reported that two papers would tilt 
prices from 3c to 5c. 

It’s not safe to say that it eventu- 
ally won't be necessary to up the tap 
and the idea has been thought of, 
for both morning and evening sheets 
b.m.s agreed, but the move is by no 
means in immediate prospect. 
Similar situation applies to adver- 
tising rates, it was said. 

Pinch on dailies with newsprint 
prices rising and advertising getting 
scarcer is bringing various econo- 
mies. N. Y. Journal-American, for 
instance, this week dropped its com- 
plete stock tables and listed only 
about 50 top stocks. 





John C. Martin Bankrupt 

John C, Martin, ex-publisher of 
the defunct Philadelphia Evening 
Public Ledger, and son-in-law of the 
late Cyrus H. K. Curt.s, founder of 
the Saturday Evening Post, filed a 
voluntary petition in bankruptcy in 
Federal Court, Philadelphia, last 
Friday (20). Martin listed his liabili- 
ties at $3,502,920.05 and his assets at 
$14,858. 

Martin said he only had $5 in his 
pocket; $572 in bank and $1,013 in 
‘wordly goods’, A claim of $13,000 
for commission as an executor of the 
Curtis estaie is also listed as an 
asset. His debts include $2,469,824 
owed three banks, $658,000 owed the 
Curtis estate, and the balance owed 
for taxes. 





Vernon Pope Off Look 
Vernon Pope, editor of Look mag, 
resigned yesterday (Tuesday). He 
leaves for Florida today for a vaca- 
tion before announcing new plans, 
but will be available to Look as a 
|consultant until May 1, when his 
| resignation becomes formally effec- 
tive. He’s been ed since the mag's 
birth in 1937, and before that was 
Sunday editor of the Des Moines 

Register. 
Harlan Logan, 





v.p. and g.m. of 


Look, will assume active editorial 
control. Daniel D. Mich has been 
named exec editor and John T. 


Hackett, m.e. Mag is said to be at 
its all-time circulation peak, more 
than 2,000,000. 





Guild’s ‘White Paper’ 

‘White Paper’ is being prepared by 
the New York Newspaper Guild for 
submission to the War Labor Board 
and the President, documenting 
Guild allegations that publishers ex- 
|'press themselves in their editorial 
|columns as favoring arbitration, but 
refuse to arbitrate with their own 
hands. 

Guild is at the moment stalemated 
in negotiations on wage increases 
with the Associated Press, N. Y. 
Times, Internatioinai News Photos 
and Time mag. In each case, it 
|states, Guild proposal to arbitrate 
|has been turned down. 

} 





| 
} 
| 
} 





Bulletin Withdraws Offer 

The Philadelphia Evening Bulletin 
'on Saturday (14) withdrew its bid 
|of $10,000 for the Ledger Syndicate 
| made March 2 in Federal court. 
Allen Woodruff, counsel for the Bul- 
letin, told the Court that the Bulle- 
|tin made the offer on the assump- 





New York Critics Circle has a| tion that the services of all the au- 


“Seldom have we heard such feminine laughter— 
squeais and such masculine guffaws at the 
Bowery as we heard last night at the opening of 
tall, red-headed, big-eyed Cynda Glenn, who bills 
herself as a mimic, but certainly deserves credit 
for much more. Miss Glenn has contours, grace 
and topflight entertaining ability. She mimics 
film ladies, cafe society lushes and French 
diseuses so penetratingly that laughter literally 
bursts forth. Her opening, in which she ‘sits’ on 
a piano, while she sings, convulses the spectators 
because her ‘sitting’ consists of sprawls that sur- 
prise as much as tickle. SHE DEFINITELY IS AN 
ATTRACTION, SO DON’T MISS HER.” 
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Tic-Toc Club 


MONTREAL, CANADA 





Hater deadline put announces its se- 
lection before the Pulitzer awards. 
Critics usually decide between the 

| middle and end of April and there- 

|fore will await the arrival of ‘With- 
out Love’ (Katharine Hepburn) and 
|probably ‘Yesterday’s Magic’ (Paul 























southwest Pacific, giving nation-wide 
coverage. 





No Dark Theatres 
Sydney, March 24. 

Reports which reached the U. S. 
that theatres are closed in Australia 
are untrue. Aussie government thus 
far has not clamped down on cine- 
mas, as Great Britain did at the out- 
set of the war in 1939, despite the 
ap invasion threat. 

Radio stations here are plugging 
U. S. screen fare particularly, City 














is wide open to members of the 
A, E. F. 








,|daily newspapers 


Muni). They will also include ‘The 
Moon Is Down, John Steinbeck | 
|drama, coming next week. 

| Three plays are in the running | 
|as the ‘best foreign-authored’ attrac- | 
| tions, ‘Spirit,’ Angels Street’ and 
— 

an Continued from page 1 


thors, artists of the syndicate would 
| continue. 

It was learned, he explained, that 
(Mrs. Elizabeth M. Gilmer (Dorothy 
| Dix) had indicated she wanted to 
|sever her connections with the syn- 
| dicate. Mrs. Gilmer, whose column 
|is the Ledger Syndicate’s mainstay, 
is reported making a deal with the 
| Bell Syndicate. 





Pans Press Enthusiasm 


| Washington officialdom is said to 
| be considerably irked at insistence of 
to banner line 
|minor victories by the United Na- 
tions for the sake of street sales. 

Also putting in a protesting oar is 
the Treasury Department, which 
claims that the sale of Defense Bonds 
and Stamps takes a dip with every 
headline screaming over a successful 
naval engagement which didn’t war- 
rant the large block type used. Pub- 
lishers, it is understood, have been 
asked to soft pedal such minor skir- 
mishes and failing to heed this ad- 
monition may be faced with sterner 
measures, 





UP Economy Victim 
Hollywood Citizen-News dropped 
its United Press service in a cam- 
paign of economy. Harlan Palmer, 
publisher, had used UP since he 
| started his first paper, the Hollywood 








Literati 


-_-—_ 





Citizen. Understood the sheet will 
continue to use Fred Othman’s UP 
column as a single feature and there 
is a probability that Sid Skolsky’s 
United Features daily writing wil! be 
retained. 

Citizen-News continues as a fran- 
chise holder of the Associated Press 
‘in the Hollywood district. 





Ad Agency’s Self-Ballyhoo 

Pitluk Advertising Co. of San 
Antonio has instituted a local news. 
paper campaign on its own behalf. 
Company is calling attention to the 
fact in its institutional copy that it 
has served the southwest for the 
past 23 years and that now is the 
time to redouble all advertising 
campaigns, 

Now’ that the nation is at war and 
some advertisers will curtail their 
advertising budget, Pitluk is en. 
deavoring to sell advertisers that no 
firm can afford the luxury of silence. 





Marriage Ban Lifted 

Charlotte Morgan, assistant society 
editor of the Rochester, N. Y., Dem- 
ocrat & Chronicle, and W. Frank 
Thompson, Rochester Times-Union 
copyreader, were married March 14 
in Erie, Pa 

This was first nuptials of two Gan- 
nett employees since a ban on mar- 
ried women was lifted recently. 





Waring Heads Charleston Paper 

Thomas R. Waring, former New 
York MHerald-Tribune staffer, has 
been named managing editor of the 
Charleston (S. C.) News and 
Courier. He succeeds Thomas P. 
Lesesne, who died recently. 





i Literary Anti-Blitz 

Fiction editor of a national mag is 
asking for three copies of all manu- 
scripts. One copy is to be placed in 
vaults for safekeeping in case of an 
air raid. 


LITERATI OBITS 


Guy V. Morthimer, 50, editor and 
publisher of The Lehighton Leader, 
Lehighton, Pa., died there March 19, 

Frank E. Hubler, 79, an organizer 
of the Youngstown Arc Engraving 
Co., Youngstown, O., and among the 
first to make and run a half-tone en- 
graving on a high speed perfecting 
newspaper press, died March 19 of 
injuries after being hit by an auto- 
mobile. He had been with the firm 
nearly 50 years. 


Mrs, Elizabeth E. Culbertson, 76, 
president of the Mount Vernen (0.) 
News, died March 20, leaving two 
sons, one of whom is George, man- 
ager of the News. 

John Burns, 61, sports editor for 
over 20 years on Rochester, N. Y,, 
newspapers, died March 22 in the 
office of The Democrat and Chron- 
icle, Rochester, of a heart attack. 

Victor Margueritte, 72, French au- 
thor and novelist, died March 23 at 
Monestier, France. He was the au- 
thor of 40 books, including ‘La Gar- 
conne’ (‘Bachelor Girl’), which cre- 
ated a French sensation two decades 
ago and caused his expulsion from 
the Legion of Honor. 





CHATTER 

Tom Brady moved to Hollywood 
to write studio news for N. Y. Times. 

Pittsburgh Press’ chest is puffed 
out at kudos recently conferred on 
Cecil Brown and Cy Sulzberger by 
Overseas Press Club. Both are 
alumni of the Scripps-Howard sheet’s 
city staff. 


Bill Walker, vet Pittsburgh news- 
paperman, named assistant city edi- 
tor of morning Post-Gazette, suc- 
ceeding Charlie Leith, recently ap- 
pointed chief of detectives in Alle- 
gheny (Pittsburgh) County. 

Louella Woodford, daughter of 
writer Jack Woodford, who wrote 
her first novel at 13, has just had her 
latest, ‘Strange Daughter,’ published 

Beth Brown’s syndicated dog 
stories for Hearst getting attention. 
Break in N. Y. Journal-American 
first. 
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Broadway 


Alfred Hitchcock due this week 
from the Coast. 
Kay Kyser in from Coast to line 
uw program of p.a. tours, 
Bob O’Donneli up frou Dallas on 
second trip in two weeks. 
Kopp has become manager of 
the Park theatre, Newark, N. J. 
Jack Kapp, Decca prez, back this 
week from Hollywood junket. 
Betty Howard, casting director of 
Pedlar & Ryan agency, to Reno. _ 
P. L. Thompson, Western Electric 
ad-publicity chief, a grandfather. 
Hunter Perry, Par’s Virginia part- 
ner, in town during the past week. 
The Bill Gucvingers of New Or- 
leans in towi on semi-annual visit. 
._ L. Murphy, production asso- 
ciate to Harole Lloyd, east to scout 


ent. 
talerick of the Hote] Biltmore’s ice 
revue may shift it to the roof for the 
summer season. 

Mitch Rawson left for the Coast 
Friday (20) to huddle on Warner 
publicity matters. 

Abe Bornstein leaves today for 
Springfield, Mass., on an exploitation 
assignment for Columbia. 

Cynthia White, Greenwich Village 
‘mavoress’ and writer, resting in 
Acapulco, Mexican resort. 

McSorley Mounted Literary So- 
ciety blossoms forth in ai uptown 
jo:..: next Wednesday (1). 

Virginia Peine has embraced the 
Catholic faith preparatory to the 
Quentin Reynolds nuptials. 

Ethel Merman preparing for August 
motherhood. Her husband is Bob 
Levitt, New York newspaperman. 

Roy Haines and Arthur Sachson 
of Warners in Detroit to hold a two- 
day sales meeting for tha. territory. 

Columbia Club’s annual dinner 
dance (April 11) at the Waldorf, will 
be informal, all receipts to Navy Re- 
lief. 

Clem Shams, colored Ccuast fighter 
licked at Madison Soa. Garden last 
Friday, is spousored by Olsen and 
Johnson. 

Lew Walters got back from Boston 
yesterday to start casting his Latin 
Quarter on Broadway, last the Gay 
White Way. 

Dance joint at 48th street, gutted 
by fire last Wednesday, ruined din- 
ner business at McGinnis’ eatery 
underneath. 

Par postponed Cecil B. DeMille 
cocktailery from Sunday (22) until 
today (Wed.), out of respect to mem- 
ory of S. R. Kent. 

Coast agent Charles K. Feldman, 
east for six weeks’ service in Camp 
Shows headquarters, joined by his 
wife Monday (23). 

The Eddie Brackens (Connie Nick- 
erson) expect an heir. Brackens, 
both former Broadway legit players, 
now in Hollywood. 

Harry Kalmine huddled with WB 
theatre zone managers in Newark 
yesterday (24) on coping with in- 
creased operating costs. 

Gus Eyssell, managing diréctor at 
Music Hall, hosting Cecil B. DeMille 
at dinner party in studio apartment 
tomorrow (Thurs.) night. 

W. Schwalberg, supervisor 
Warner exchanges, planed in from 
Coast after three-week checkup on 
op2rations in various zones. 

Al Margolies on a jury panel re- 
quiring his appearance in _ court 
every morning for the past week, but 
he hasn't been called to serve yet. 

H. M. Richey, of Metro, served as 
an air-raid warden in Westchester 
yesterday morning (Tues.) from 4 
a.m. to 9 a.m., then came to work. 

Henry Jaffe, theatrical attorney, 
returns to his office on crutches to- 
day (Wednesday). Tore the liga- 
ments in his foot playing handball 
last week. 

Hedy Lamarr and George Mont- 
gomery announced their engagement 
yesterday (Tuesday) from the Coast. 
Actors met on a Hollywood badmin- 
ton court. 

Jinx Falkencurg, mav cover model 
recently debuting in pictures, due in 
town today (Wed.). Will map per- 
sonal appearance tour starting in 
Philadelphia. 

Herbert J. Yates, Republic Pic- 
tures chairman, lef for th- Coast 
hurriedly Thursday (19) for hud- 
dles on production matters. Plans 
to be back in N.Y. Monday (30). 

George Jesse] now has a horse-and- 

uggy at his disposal, a gift of a 
guy who formerly sold automobiles 
and who has snagged 100 tandems 
aS a@ speculation in case of emer- 
gency. 

Lester Lee and Jerry 
westers of Joe E. Lewis’ material, 

ave been signed by Fefe Ferry to 
write script, lyrics and music for new 

onte Carlo show. Nitery is sched- 
uled to reopen around Easter week. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 


Seelan, 








Eaton gets George Jessel-Sophie 
May rj show, ‘High Kickers,’ week of 


Dave Shanatian, boxoffi t 
ne -y pene ice man a 
with Uncle g : playhouse, is 1-A 

ade Kaler, local musician, added 

erbie Kay’s band. His brother, 
a ae ae: 

- Kosenberg, newly elected 

prexy of National Allied, will be 

All at big dinner April 12. 
tair egheny county’s annual free 
pce has been abandoned by county 

Mmissioners for the duration. 

homas, veteran doorman at 


e Penn, and his missus celebrated 
ir wolden wedding anniversary. 
Billy Strayhorn, pianist-arranger 
with Duke Ellington at Stanley, 
former soda jerk in Hill district 

drug store here. 

Bad weather grounded screen- 
writing Epstein Twins here for sev- 
eral hours last week en route back 
to Coast from Washington. 

George Lloyd, Tech drama school 
geacuess, big hit in Hollywood at 

race Hayes Lodge anc also signed 
for first picture, Shirley Temple's 
‘Miss Annie Rooney.’ 








Tom Connors 
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in the corporation still retained by 
Chase National Bank interests and 
the studio operating group, headed 
by Schenck, Darryl F. Zanuck and 
William Goetz. Latter have suffi- 
cient strength to veto any names not 
meeting the qualifications they might 
demand. 


Present ranking executive officer 
of the company is Hermann G. 
Place, chairman of the executive 
committee and a Chase bank ap- 
pointee. Others in dominant sta- 
tions have wider experience in op- 
erations of the film industry. William 
C. Michel, executive vice-president 
and treasurer, has been active 
throughout the Kent tenure, al- 
though he joined the company dur- 
ing the Harley Clarke regime, fol- 
lowing withdrawal of William Fox. 


Others who undoubtedly will be 
seriously considered by the directors 
as candidates for the unfilled posts 
are Spyros Skouras, head of National 
Theatres, in which 20th holds a stock 
interest of 42%, and Thomas J. Con- 
ners, who joined the executive staff 
of the company recently as Kent's 
assistant. Latter is believed generally 
in the trade as the most likely choice 
to succeed Kent, as his selection 
would unify important stock owner- 
ship interests. 

Conners has been in the film lbusi- 
ness since 1913 as a salesman for 
Pathe. He joined the Metro organi- 
zation in 1916 and was one of the 
top sales managers when he resigned 





to take the post with Kent. His 
transfer had the heartiest support of | 
all factions within 20th-Fox and 
Metro. 
Herman Wobber, in charge of dis- 
tribution, several months ago re- | 
quested and obtained permanent ap- | 
pointment to west coast activities of | 
the company. Associates say he pre- 








fers his present assignment to any | 


| other. 








Theatres-Blackout 
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rise to comment that it’s about time 
they awoke to the fact that a war’s 
on. 

Most active among downtown N. Y. 
theatre operators with respect to 
blackout tests and air-raid precau- 
tions are Bob Weitman of the Par- 
amount, a Times Square zone war- 
den: Herman Landwehr, manager of 
the Capitol, who is a warden on the 
block in which that theatre is lo- 
cated; Zeb Epstin, managing direc- | 
tor of the Strand, and Al Rosen, man- | 
ager of Loew’s State. 

With respect to chandeliers, engi- | 
neers are studying the situation in | 
most theatres but the Par, on deci- 
sion by Weitman, will take down the 
three 3,700-pound pendants which it 
has in its inner lobby regardless. In 
their place special lighting equipment | 
will be installed. 

The Capitol, where an auxiliary | 
lighting and heating system has been | 
installed, has the chandelier prob- | 
lem under study. Landwehr took the 
matter up with city officials, and 
engineers for the theatre are study- | 
ing the situation. Cap has a large 
downstairs space where it can take 
care of close to an entire houseful 
of people. Par and Music Hall sim- | 
ilarly have large quarters downstairs, 
Hall the larger, where it can shelter | 
folks who are in the theatre. So} 
can the Roxy, but the Strand, State | 
and Rivoli do not have much extra 
space. Hall, which has surveyed the | 
chandelier situation but taken no ac- 
tion, has installed an elaborate emer- 
gency lighting system. It has token | 
many other precautions, as has all 
of Radio City. 

In preparation for blackouts, the- 
atres have arranged for fluorescent 
buttons for doormen and other at- | 
taches, as well as ultra-violet paint} 
for boxoffices, doors, etc. 

The Capitol has already built a 
blackout boxoffice in the lobby close 
to the entrance doors from which 
there will be no leak of light in case 
of a blackout or raid. 

Blackout curtains already installed 
in most of the downtown N. Y. film 
houses are pulled to one side like 
drapes but can be stretched across | 
the entire door on a moment's notice. | 





| 


| 








London 


Arthur Mynard, 71, Leicester ex- 
hib, killed by skidding bus. 

Robert Reilly back in vaudeville 
after two years with ENSA. 








Tommy Trinder has offered to buy | 


Maurice Bloom’s Phoenix theatre. 

Harry Mears, last year’s Cinemato- 
graph Exhibs Assn. prexy, elected 
chairman of Bournemouth branch. 

Eric Barker (‘The Stroller’), of the 
Evening News, fel] in blackout, in- 
juring his pelvis. He’s been seri- 
ously ill at St. Stephen’s hospital. 

Bristol, Northeast Lancashire and 
London branches of exhibs assn. so 
far have agreed to organization’s rec- 
ommendation to top admish prices. 

Herbert Wilcox finishing cutting of 
Anna Neagle opus on life of Amy 
Johnson, famous aviatrix. and leaves 
for Canada en route to Hollywood. 

Attendances in London likely to be 
further affected by transport short- 
age as London Passenger Board is 
reducing bus services by one-third 
to conserve gas and oil. 

Captain Pickering. for years gen- 
eral factotum to the late Captain 
Bertram Mills, ace circus operator in 
England and now with the Ministry 
of Food, has serious eye ailment. 

Flanagan and Allen received check 
for $20,000 from George Black as 
bonus he promised them on top of 
their salary in ‘Black Valvet,’ which 
recently finished 36 weeks’ run at 
Victory Palace. 





Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 





Jascha Heifetz here for concert. 

Maico ‘Reds’ and Metro on top in 
Film Bowling League. 

Eddie Valet. St. Paul independent 
exhibitor, passed away. 

Martin Kelly's ‘Sports and Travel 
Show’ into St Paul Auditorium for 
a week. 

Harriet Arvan, Minneapolis, and 
Harriet Zazulak, Duluth, joined ‘Ice 
Follies’ here. 

Twin City Variety Club tossed 
luncheon for members entering U.S. 
armed service. 

W. H. Workman, Metro branch 
manager, recovered from long illness 
and off to Florida for rest. 

Glen Roberts resigned from Na- 
tional Screen to become 20th-Fox 
assistant ad sales manager. 

Bill Robinson-Ernie Field show 
went from Orpheum here into St. 
Paul Orpheum for four days. 

Burglars broke 
nabe house, three times within 11 
days, obtaining small sums of money. 

Eph Rosen, veteran local film 
salesman, recently with Universal at 
Salt Lake City, has joined Metro 
here. 

Gordon Gre:.ie, former Minnesota 
manager, returning from Paramount, 
Omaha, to become Pa tages theatre 


,} manager for Eddie Ru en. 


Joe Kelly ard his radio Quiz Kids 


| drew 12,00C to St. Paul Auditorium 


in one-night appearance under 
Woman's Institute auspices. 

Paul Rosini, magician comedian, 
into Hotel Nicollet Minnesota Ter- 
race floor show, replacing Coleman 
Clark, compelled to depart by previ- 
ous contracts. 


Kansas City 


By John Quinn 





Andy Anderson, KMBC musician 
and arranger, inducted into the | 
army. if 


Tommy Dorsey ma.- his annual 


into Agate, local | 


| 
| 


| largely instrumental in effecting the 











one-night stand at the Pla-Moz ball- | 


room last Thursday (19). 


Sammy Kaye band will relight 


Newman stage to vaude for a week | 


beginning next Friday (27). 

Tom Connolly, director of pro- 
gram promotion for CBS, in town as 
Arthur Church’s guest and speaker 
at the ad club. 

Verle Bratton, Millard Ireland, 
John Bondeso: and Will Yearout, 
WREN execs, putting their heads 
together as a barbershop quartet. 


St. Louis 
By Sam X. Hurst 


Annual police circus to run from 
April 16 to 19 at the Arena. 





Sam Komm, exhib with interests | 


here, in St. 


cause of illness. 

Civic Music League has skedded 
a program of four concerts and one 
opera for next season. ‘La Boheme’ 
will be in English. Yehudi Menuhin 
is among the artists skedded for a 


a. 

" John Kennedy inked as stage di- 
rector for the Municipal eatre 
Assn., whose season gets underway 
in Forest Park playhouse June 4. 
Dick Berger returns as production 
manager. 

Republic Pictures is huddling with 
Harry ‘Pappy’ Cheshire, head of the 
KMOX hillbilly galaxy, to make an- 
other flicker. Cheshire was featured 
in ‘Barnyard Follies,’ Rep flicker, 
several years ago. 

Mess Sergt. Santo Cullotta, at Fort 
Leonard Wood. Mo., who starred with 
the St. Louis Grand Opera last sea- 
son, accepted a bid to warble at Gov. 
Forrest Donnell’s dinner for the state 


Louis County and East | 
| St. Louis, was unable to attend the | 
opening of his new Brentwood be- | 





supreme court justices last week. 

arshall Harris, who leased his 
Normandy, St. Louis County, to Fred 
Wehrenberg, has sued St. Louis Car- 
dinals for $10,000 damages because 
wife was injured by foul ball last 
summer. She obtained a $10,000 judg- 
ment last week. 





| Sid Kent Dies sf 


| was at Ferncliff Cemetary, Ardsley, 
iN. Y. 
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Chase National bank. He also was 


merger in August, 1935, with 20th 
Century Pictures which brought Jo- 
seph M. Schenck, Darryl F. Zanuck 
and William ~Goetz into the com- 
pany. 

Kent is survived by his widow, 
Mrs, Lilyan White Kent; a daughter, 
Peggy Ann (Mrs. Don Wilson, wife 
of the radio amnouncer); a sister, 
Mrs. B. C. Barber of Laramie, Wyo.; 
and two brothers, Arthur H. Kent of 
San Francisco, and Lawrence R. 
(Larry) Kent, who is an operating 
executive with Fox-West Coast. Rob- 
ert T. Kane, in charge of 20th-Fox 
production interests in England for 
many years, is a brother-in-law, both 
having married sisters. 


Funeral services were held Mon- 
day (23) at 11 am. at the Riverside 
Church, N. Y. with honorary pall- 
bearers including Zanuck, Joe and 
Nick Schenck, Spyros Skouras, Tom 
Connors, Herman Wobber, Adolph 
Zukor, Will Hays, George J. Schaefer, 
Hermann G. Place, Bill Goetz, Sol 
M. Wurtzel, W. C. Michel, A. M. 
Botsford, George Skouras, Sydney 
Towell, Watterson Rothacker, Julian 
Johnson, Otto Koegel, Charles Skou- 
ras, Walter Hutchinson, Al Boyd, 
Jack McKeon, Dr. Edgar Mayer, El- 
mer Short, Hugh Strong, Senator 
Daniel O. Hastings and Frederick W. 
R. Price. 


Numerous industry execs flew in 
from the Coast while others came 
from other points. 


Dr. Harry Emerson Fosdick offi- 
ciated at the services, attended by 
over 1,000 persons in and out of show 
business. Burial, which was private, 


Out of respect to the memory of 
Mr. Kent, the 20th home office was 
closed all day Monday (23), while 
all company branch offices and ex- 
changes throughout the world shut 
down at 11 a.m. for the day. 

The War Activities Committee re- 
quested all units of the film indus- 
try and all theatres to pause at 2 


p. m. Monday (23) in tribute to Mr. 
Kent. 


On behalf of the WAC, Francis 
Harmon made the following tribute: 


‘The War Activities Committee has 
suffered a grievous loss in the death 
of Mr. Kent. He took the initiative 
in calling the meeting at the Union 
League Club on June 5, 1940, which 
ied to the present organization. On 
his last day in office, Wednesday 
(18), he spent 40 minutes talking 
earnestly with me about ways and 





means for intensifying the industry’s | 
Victory effort.’ 














‘Yip Yip Yaphank’ ] 





| 
his plans, but he wanted no publicity 
until the War Dept. first and official- | 
ly accepted his proffer, which he 

made to Major-General Irving J. 
Phillipson, commandant of the} 
Second Corps Area, which embraces 
the New York-New Jersey-Connecti- 
cut zone. 








——tr_  oOntinued from page 1———— 


Berlin foresees a terrific net profit 
potential, at least $250,000 for Army 
relief, with the utilization of a thea- 
tre like the Center, in Radio City, 
for a run. It would operate like a | 
legit, at legit musical scale. The | 
talent and name-power is there. For | 
instance, what with Joe Louis, the | 
colored champ, as one end man, and | 
Ezra Stone, as another, in a minstrel] | 
sequence, plus a wealth of personali- | 
ties from show business—Hollywood, 
Broadway, radio, niteries, etc.—who | 
are now in Uncle Sam’s armed | 
forces, it packs name-power. 

Berlin even stated he’d underwrite | 
the initial expense, if necessary, by | 
going into some theatre, such as the 
Broadway Paramount or Loew’s | 
State, for a couple of weeks and do- | 
nate that revenue to get the machine | 
rolling, and then count on the pvoten- 
tial gross taking to carry things | 
along. 

Berlin felt that if one of his songs, 
‘God Bless America,’ could net the 
Boy and Girl Scouts of America over 
$90,000, he could do much more for 
the service men with an elaborate 
‘Yip Yip Yaphank’ revival, including: 
new tunes, etc. 

The filmization possibility is some- 
thing the War Dept. evolved. 





Hollywood 


Danny Winkler laid up with influe- 
enza. 

Ida Lupino in the hospital, a flu 
victim. 

Lou Costello laid up with throat 
infection. 

W. C. Fields to British Cofurnbia 
on vacation. 


Ann Sheridan on a 10-day tour for 
Camp Shows, Inc. 


Bette Davis back at Warners after 
an eastern vacation. 


Hugh Herbert left for a tour of 
midwest army camps. 


Robert Lambert, bankroller for ine 
die films, being sued for divorce. 


Wilson R. Stone checked in at Co- 
lumbia as studio labor relations man- 
ager. 

Florence G. Kenton filed divorce 
suit against Erle C. Kenton, film di- 
rector. 


Archie Mayo returned to work as 
director at 20th-Fox after a month’s 
vacation. 

Dorothy Lamour became honorary 
colonel of Hollywood American 
Legion Post. 


Frank Dawson played his 100th 
butler role in ‘He Kissed the Bride’ 
at Columbia. 


Norman H. Moray, sales manager 
for Warners shorts, in town for 
studio huddles. 


Bobby Gilbert, of vaude, and his 
son drew the same draft number, 
3,000 miles apart. 


Connie Mack, dean of baseball 
managers, gandered Columbia studio 
with George Stevens, 


Joe Hubbell, currently with News 
of the Day, celebrated his 30th year 
in the newsree! business. 


Walter Bradfield, John Del Valle 
and Leon Guiterman dropped from 
Paramount publicity staff. 

Jerry Brandt back from RKO home 
office huddles to resgme production 
of ‘Scattergood Baines’ pictures. 

Ralph Murphy to be honor guest 
June 6, Commencement Day, at 
Syracuse University, his alma mater. 

Harold Lloyd to Columbus to rep- 
resent Hollywood Chamber of Com- 
merce at American Bowling Con- 
gress. 

Bert Allenbcrg succeeds Edward 
Arnold as chairman »f Permanent 
Charities Committee of the picture 
industry. 

Mrs. William Morris, Sr., here vis- 
iting her son, Bill, Jr. Accompany- 
ing her to the Coast was her sister, 
Elizabeth Berlinghoff. 

Major Frank Capra and his new 
boss, Brig. Gen. F. H. Osborne, 
luncheon guest of War Activities 
Committee of film industry. 

Frank Neill, formerly in Washing- 
ton for International News Service, 
paused in Hollywood before shoving 
off for the South Pacific as war cor- 
respondent. 

Harry Romanoff, city editor of 
Chicago Herald-American, in mene 
wood on vacation, visiting his daugh- 
ter, a student at UCLA, and looking 
over the pre-season baseball games 
between Cubs and Sox. 








+ + 
Miami 
By Leslie H: rris 
Major Bowes due in. 
Gene Krupa is in town. 
Pat Rooney hoofing at the Riptide. 
Lt. Commander Walter Winchell 
in town, 


Jack Cohn is shoppin locally for 


|} a house. 


Danny Sullivan is now on the door 
at the Bali. 

Gene Austin due to check out for 
the Coast next week. 

Mischa Auer in for Olympia thea- 
tre appearance and rest. 

Honeychile Wilder here waiting to 
catch clipper for Rio and nitery en- 
gagement. 

Hope Minor (Gomez and Minor) 
will marry Edward E. Stokes, Cin- 
cinnati sportsman. 

Alfred McCosker grabbing a last 
tan before checking out of the Roney 
for his desk in N. ¥. 

Frank Katzentine, operator of 
WKAT, has donned a maior’s bars 
and is off for the army 


Philadelphia 


Joe Louis paid an unskedded visit 
to Duke Ellington at the Earle last 
week. 

Robin Hood Dell reported planning 
to use usherettes this summer be- 
cause of scarcity of males. 

Frankie Donato, former manager 
of Carroll’s, now holds the same post 
with DiPanto’s nitery in Northeast 
Philly. 

Wes O’Neill has resigned as pub- 
licity director of the Ritz-Carlton 
hotel to go with the Immigration and 
Naturalization Service. 

Joe Jean and Phyllis Rogers, who 
sang on WIP as the Blue Belles, now 
appearing here in Irving Caesar's 
musical, ‘My Dear Public.’ 

Hank Lawson, head of a hillbill 
troupe known as Knights of the Roa 
have leased Sunset Park, 40 miles 
from Philly, for the summer season. 

Hamburger Heaven has been for 
to drop its tag because of threatene 
litigation from Gotham eatery of the 
same name. It'll be known as Mil- 
ton Kellem’s 
leader). 








(he’s an  ex-band 
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Wednesday, March 25, 1942 





OBITUARIES 


CHARLES A. TAYLOR 


Charles A. Taylor, 78, former 
theatrical producer and playwright, 
died March 21 in Glendale, Cal. He 
had been termed ‘master of melo- 
drama’ as a result of the numerous 
melodramatic successes he had 
written. 

Taylor was a conductor on the 
Southern Pacific before joining a 
San Francisco paper, where the city 
editor suggested he write for the 
theatre. His first play, ‘The Brother’s 
Crime,’ was produced in 1889. In 
1890, he wrote his most popular play, 
"Yosemite,’ which was produced in 
San Francisco at Billy Emerson’s 
theatre. After the success of 
‘Yosemite,’ Taylor came to N. Y., 
where ‘The Brother’s Crime’ was 
produced as ‘The Derby Mascot’ at 
the Bowery theatre. 


In the next few years he wrote 
‘The Queen of White Slaves,’ ‘The 
King of the Opium Ring,’ ‘The Queen 
of the Highway,’ ‘The Female De- 
tective,” ‘Through Fire and Water’ 
and ‘The Child Wife.’ In 1892 he 
had five success on Broadway at the 
same time, earning him $250 each 
in weekly royalties. He married 
Laurette Taylor, actress, in 1900, and 
two years later wrote a play for his 
wife and Joseph Santley called 
‘From Rags to Riches,’ which was 
Miss Taylor’s first play. The actress 
and playwright were subsequently 
divorced. 

Taylor had also been involved in 
early film production, having made 
‘The Whirlpool’ with Ethel Barry- 
more. 

Surviving are a son, Dwight Tay- 
lor, film writer, another son and a 
daughter, Mrs. William Courtney, 
also a writer. 

Body forwarded to South Hadley, 
Mass., for interment. 





MRS. CARO MILLER 


Mrs. Caro Miller, 74, mother of 
Marilyn Miller, the late dancing 
star, died March 18 in a hospital at 
San Jose, Cal. her home in recent 
years. 

Herself an actress, Mrs. Miller and 
her husband had toured for years as 
two of The Five Columbians, enjoy- 
ing success in Europe as well as this 
country. During five years of her 
career, Marilyn lived in Memphis 
with Mrs. Miller’s twin brother, L. 
W. Thompson, and learned to dance 
there from a Negro janitor. 

Later Marilyn went with her 
mother on tour, breaking into the 
parental act by accident when caught 
sneaking across stage by a sudden 
eurtain rise during an appearance in 
Scotland. A surprised audience ap- 
plauded, the tiny lass turned and 
howed primly, was soon going into 
her dance. When Lee Shubert of- 
fered Marilyn a contract after seeing 
her dance at 12 at tke Winter 
Garden in New York, her mother 
gave up the stage to devote her time 
to furthering the daughter’s career. 





LAWRENCE J. DARMOUR 


Lawrence J, Darmour, 47, film pro- 
ducer, died in Hollywood March 17 
after an illness of several months. 
Born in Flushing, L. I, he had gone 
to the Coast 17 years ago, when he 
founded the Standard Cinema Co. 
there. In 1926 he started the Larry 
Darmour film studio. 

Darmour introduced Mickey 
Rooney to pictures in Mickey Mc- 
Guire character comedies, 72 of 
which were produced between 1926 
and 1932. He entered the film busi- 
ness in 1915 through the Gaumont 
Picture Co., with which he was a 
film inspector and later a news cam- 
eraman. 


City by plane and she arrived the 
day before he died. 

Surviving also are several broth- 
ers, among them Ramon, associated 
with another brother, Santiago, pres- 
ident of Posa Films, S. A, and 
Manuel, representative of the Mexi- 
can government in Hollywood. 





FRANK MUDGE 

Frank Mudge, 74, said to be the 
originator of the saxophone solo as 
a feature in vaudeville, died March 
17 in Los Angeles after a long ill- 
ness. 

As a trouper with the Humpty 
Dumpty company, deceased toured 
the country in 1893 and two years 
later traveled with the Hi Henry 
Minstrels. In 1896 he organized his 
own vaudeville act with his wife as 
a partner and played the Keith, 
Proctor and Hyde & Behman time. 
Later he toured England, Ireland, 
Scotland, Wales and South Africa 


FRANK N. HEARN, JR. 
March 26, 1932 


Ten years since you went away, 
but you live in my heart forever. 


MOTHER JULIA KNOX 





and came back to America in 1906 
to join Ed Blondell’s Katzenjammer 
Kids show. In later years he toured 
with his son, Charles Morton, as the 
Mudge and Morton Trio. He had 
not been active professionally for 
several years. 





SIDNEY R. KENT 

Sidney Raymond Kent, 56, died at 
3 a.m. March 19 at his home in New 
York following a heart attack. 

The president of 20th Century-Fox 
is survived by his widow, Mrs. 
LilYan Kent; a daughter, Peggy Ann, 
who is Mrs. Don Y"ilson, wife of the 
radio announcer; a sister, Mrs. B. C. 
Barber of Laramie, Wyo.; and two 
brothers, Arthur H. Kent of San 
Francisco and Lawrence R. Kent, 
executive with Fox-West Coast The- 
atres. Funeral was held Monday 
morning (23) at 11 a.m. at the River- 
side Church, N. Y. 

Details in film section. 





RALPH M. DUNBAR 

Ralph M. Dunbar, 62, originator of 
summer opera in Memphis and a 
pioneer in legit production on the 
old Chautauqua circuits, died of a 
heart attack at his home in Memphis 
March 17. Though ailing since a 
previous attack in California last 
August and regarded as near death 
in November, Dunbar had recovered 
sufficiently to take his customary 
place in the cello section of the 
Memphis Symphony orch only a 
week prior to his death. 

Survivors, in addition to his 
widow, are a son, daughter, and a 
sister. 





G. W. HAYNES 

G. W. Haynes, 57, owner of the 
Strand string of theatres in. west 
Tennessee, died March 14 at Meth- 
odist hospital, Memphis. 

A former Lake County planter, 
Haynes entered show business in 
1935 with the purchase of the Strand, 
Dyersburg. Chain expanded until he 
was operating a dozen houses at 
time of death. In 1937 Haynes moved 
to Memphis, transferring headquar- 
ters to be near Film Row. 

Surviving are widow, stepson and 
stepdaughter, two brothers and a 
sister. 


MORRIS JONES 





After the conclusion of 
World War No. 1 he joined Lewis 


comic, and since 1911 
| agent for neighborhood houses and 
|clubs in Greater Cincinnati, died 


| March 16 at Jewish hospital in that 


J. Selznick as editor ef the latter's | city following a brief illness from 


newsreel. 

With his own company he pro- 
duced over 300 two-reel comedies 
and in the past five years made 20 
Jack Holt features, six Ellery Queen 
pictures and some serials. He re- 
leased through Columbia. 

Surviving is a widow and three 
sisters. 





RODOLFO REACHI 


Rodolfo Reachi, 45, of the old 
Mexican family which has long been 
identified with international show - 
business, died March 16 in the 
American hospital, Guatemala City, 
after a short illness. He was on an 
air tour of Central and South 
America in the interests of Grant 
Advertising, S. A. a Mexican- 

erican publicity firm of Mexico 
ity, of which he was an executive. 

Reachi was taken ill the day of his 


pneumonia complicated by a heart 
ailment. 

Born in Chicago, Jones began 
trouping at the age of 12 and played 
vaude circuits in the U.S., England 
and Australia. Leaving the stage, 
Jones was a booking agent in Chi- 
cago before locating in Cincinnati. 

Survived by widow and five step- 
children. 





HARRY BROOKS 

Harry Brooks, 72, actor, minstrel 
and banjoist, died in New York 
March 14, 

Actors’ Fund of America arranged 
his funeral, and interment was in 
the NVA plot, N.Y., March 17. 

Survived by widow and four 
daughters. 





~ MRS. JOSEPHINE DUNFEE 
Josephine Dunfee, 58, concert so- 





arrival in Guatemala City. His wife, 
Agnes, was summoned from Mexico 


prano, died March 16 in Chittenango, 
N. Y. Singer, who had retired some 


years ago, was featured as a soloist 
with John Philip Sousa’s band, Wal- 
ter Damrosch’s orchestra and Pat- 
rick Conway's musicians. 

She had appeared on the Keith 
circuit and in Gilbert and Sullivan 
operettas with DeWolf Hopper. 





ADOLPH EISNER 

Adolph Eisner, 56, theatre man- 
ager for Balaban & Katz, Chicago, 
died in Miami of a heart attack on 
March 17. Eisner had been with 
B. & K. for 14 years and had been 
manager of the Century and Panthe- 
on. Started a> booker with General 
Film Co., and later was exhibitor in 
Kansas City. 

Widow survives. 
cago. 


Burial in Chi- 





MRS. CHARLES W. DUMONT 

Mrs. Charles W. Dumont, 66, for- 
mer contralto soloist who had toured 
with the orchestras of Walter Dam- 
rosch and Victor Herbert, died in 
N. Y. March 23. She had also ap- 
peared at the Bangor, Me., Festival 
as soloist, and was the widow of the 
former president of the American 
Law Book Co. 

Surviving is a brother and sister. 





ALICE MAY RHODES 

Alice May Rhodes, 77, who toured 
the United Kingdom in the early 
1900s as one of the first women 
trapeze artists, died March 13 at 
Scappose, Ore. She originally 
started out with her sister in the 
aerial act, but later teamed with her 
husband in an act known as The 
Edgertons. 

Survivors are the widower, sister 
and two brothers. 





CHARLES O’CONNOR 

Charles O'Connor, 30, radio an- 
nouncer for Philip Morris until re- 
cently, died suddenly March 17 at 
his home in Douglaston, L. I. 

Wife, former Emily Ryan, at one 
time in the Radio City Music Hall 
(N. Y.) Rockettes, and a five-year- 
old son survive. 

Details in the radio section. 





JACQUES BUSTANOBY 


Jacques Bustanoby, 62, last of the 
surviving Bustanoby brothers, fa- 
mous restaurateurs, died March 23 
in N. Y. following a 10-week illness. 
Born in France, he came to the U. S 
in 1896, having been preceded by 
his three brothers.. Further details 
on Page 3. 





LOUISE ELLIOTT WHITNEY 

Mrs. Louise Elliott Whitney, 84, 
noted concert singer of the late 19th 
century, died in Boston March 20. 
Widow of Dr. William F. Whitney, 
she sang in the U. S. and abroad. 
When she married, she gave up her 
career. 

Surviving are two sons. 





EDWARD C. CONN 


Edward C. Conn, 69, for more 
than 10 years assistant manager of 
Steel Pier, Atlantic City, and also 
an entertainment promoter in New 
England, died March 15 at his home 
in Lynn, Mass. 

Leaves widow and two daughters 
and four grandchildren. 





MYRON HOLL 
Myron Holl, 76, former band direc- 
tor and for years a member of the 
Thayer Military Band, Canton, O., 
died March 21, the last surviving 
member of his family. 





MENNETTE M. STAFFORD 
Mennette Miller Stafford, 68, one- 


time stage actress, died March 22, in| 


Hollywood, after a long illness. She 
trouped for nearly 40 years with her 
husband, Harry Stafford, who sur- 
vives. 








Morris Jones, 61, former blackface | 
booking 


TEODORO VALCARCEL 
Teodoro Valcarcel, 43, Peruvian 
composer, died in Lima, Peru, March 
20. 





JACK LAWRENCE 


Jack Lawrence, 54, veteran vaude 
actor, died in Los Angeles, March 21. 





Ralph Dunbar, 65, musical direc- 
tor of the Toledo Civic Light Opera 
Co. in 1939 and 1940, died March 19 
in Memphis of a heart attack. He 
was a producer and director of musi- 
cals, worked also as a performer and 
producer. 

His widow, Joceeta Howe, who 
was dance director and performer 
in Toledo operas, and two children 
survive, 





Mrs. Milton Page, Jr., 20, died in 
Greenville, Texas, March 18, from in- 
juries suffered in a plane crash near 
Greenville. She was the wife of the 
Staff organist at station WOAI, San 
Antonio. The pair had been wed 
only three months ago. 


Arthur E. Cummings, 75, former 








bandleader, died March 18 in Fre- 


donia, N. Y. Two sons and a daughter 
survive. 





Dr. Murray Ecker, 56, dentist, well 
known in the theatrical profession, 
jumped or fell from the window of 
his former wife’s apartment in New 
York last Friday (20). He had been 
depressed for some time. 





George D. Troup, 41, trombonist, 
died March 15 in Barre, Vt., of a 
heart attack. He had played with a 
number of name bands. 





Walter P. Wells, 57, father of Jim 
Wells. sportscaster at WBEN, 
Buffa)>. died March 16 in Buffalo. 


MARRIAGES 


Lillian Passman to Ed Michelson, 
in New York, March 21. Groom 
is in Warner homeoffice publicity 
department. 

Mary Eunice Medairis to Eugene 
Snyder, in Marion, Ark., March 16. 
He’s musician. with Everett Hoag- 
land band. 

Cornelia Warren Fairbanks to 
Daniel Ericourt, in Crown Point, 
Ind., March 19. He’s Chicago con- 
cert pianist. 


Alice Duckworth to Benny Good- 
man, in Las Vegas, Nev., March 20. 
He’s the orchestra leader. Bride is 
descendant of. Cornelius Vanderbilt. 
Veronica Kitson to Arthur J. John- 
son, in Los Angeles, March 20. He’s 
the songwriter. 

Helen Welty to Robert Schuetz, 
March 20, in Los Angeles. He’s 
Coast manager of NBC's recording 
division; she’s his assistant. 

Jerry Lieberman to Leigh Jason, 
in Dayton, O., March 19. He’s film 
director. 

Jack Hively and Dorothy E. 
Lovett, at Dayton, O., March 20. He’s 
a film director now at the army sig- 
nal corps’ film laboratory at Wright 
Field, and she’s an actress. 

Madeleine Dunne to Tom Gor- 
man, March 7, in New York. Both 
are radio actors. 

Pert Kelton to Ralph Bell, March 
5, in New York. She’s a legit-pic- 
ture actress; he’s a radio and legit 
actor. 

Athena Lorde to James Bowles, 
March 7, in New York. They’re 
radio actors. 








BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Marx, daugh- 
ter, in New York, March 13. Father 
is member of ‘Viriety’ advertising 
staff. 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank G. Barhydt, 
son, March 12, in Kansas City. 
Father is director of promotion and 
publicity for KMBC, K. C. 

Mr. and Mrs. Will” Yearout, son, 
in Lawrence, Kans., Feb. 7. Father 
is librarian at WREN, Lawrence, 
and ‘Ye Old Timer’ on the air. 

Mr. and Mrs. Rod Holmgren, 
daughter, in Des Moines, March 15. 
Father is news commentator for 
KSO-KRNT, Des Moines. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jimmy Hatfield, a 
son, Maury Lester, in. Seattle on 
March 16. Father is chief engineer 
at KIRO. 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Cooley, a sux 
in Seattle on March 10. Father is 
an announcer at KIRO. 

Mr. and Mrs. Horace Hagedorn, 
son, March 14, in New York. Father 
fs salesman for station WEAF, New 
York. 

Mr. and Mrs. William Warren, son, 
March 20, in New York. Mother is 
the former Mildred Solly, chorus 
girl and daughter of Joe Solly, legit 
bill-poster. 

Mr. and Mrs. Mel Williams, son, 
in Durango, Colo., March 14. Father 
is announcer at KQy, San Fran- 
cisco. 

Mr. and Mrs. Nat Wynecoff, daugh- 
ter, in Hollywood ,March 20. Father 
is Coast head of Southern Music Co. 

Mr. and Mrs. Leon Shamroy, son, 
in Hollywood, March 19. Father is 
cinematographer and v.p. of Inter- 
national Photographers Local 659 

Mr. and Mrs. William Blum, son, 
in Fargo, N. D., March 11. Father is 
in publicity department of Universal 
home office ir. New York; mother is 
fo:mer Mildred Brucegaard, former- 
ly with Monarch Theatres, N. Y. 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert C, Mayo, son, 
March 22, in New York. Father is 
account executive of station WOR, 
New York. 

Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Dengos, son, 
in Buffalo, March 12. Father is trom- 
bonist of WBEN, Buffalo, house band. 

Mr. and Mrs. Duke Wales, daugh- 
ter, in Los Angeles, March 21. Father 
is RKO studio publicist. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bob Davis, daughter, 
in New York. Mother is Gloria 
Blake, stage and screen singer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Stewart Seymore, 
son, in New York, March 22. Father 





is with Crawford Music Publishers. 





Marine Base Show 


Continued from page 3 


a 15-minute afterpiece. While tne 
Opa-Lacka base is considered the 
‘gravy train’ by the seamen sta- 
tioned there, due primarily to the 
plentitude of entertainment the men 
get cufio twice-a-week from the 
Miami niteries, the Spitalny entour- 
age of 30-odd girls was a new dish 
and it was lapped up from start to 
finish. 

The reception emphasized Spital- 


ny’s contention that the U. S. soldiers 


are ‘hungry for entertainment.’ He 
has already appeared at several 
army camps and naval bases, Camp 
Bragg in North Carolina and Camp 
Stewart in Georgia, being of recent 
date, so he can speak with authority 
on the band phase of servicemen’s 
entertainment. And that’s a cinch 
he says. It’s not a question of one 
number being a bigger hit, because 
‘all are big hits.’ 


This held true Sunday night here, 
the sweeter tunes going fully as well 
as Mary McLenahan’s sending with 
her percussion drum solo; or Cathe- 
rine’s rocking of the audience with 
her trumpet and vocals on ‘Blues 
in the Night;’ or Evelyn’s mellow 
violin; 6r the lush-voiced Maxine 
and the superb bell-toned larynx of 
Vivian; or anything and anybody else 
for that matter. All smashed over, 
including Beatrice Howe, satirical 
mimic, evidently an added starter. 
If any number got the edge, it 
was probably ‘Blues,’ which drew 
such a riotous response Spitalny had 
Catherine reprise it in the after- 
piece. Then came the national an- 
them and goodnight to the boys, 
with Spitalny walking off dripping 
with perspiration. 


Girls Liked It Too 


If the seamen were appreciative, 
sv evidently were the girls. They 
appeared as enthusiastic playing for 
the boys and their families as the 
latter were in receiving them. The 
responsiveness of the audience was 
further demonstrated when Spitalny, 
with the help of a flying lieutenant, 
keyed up the audience to hearty 
singing of ‘We'll Do It Again’ and the 
hymn, ‘Abide With Me,’ as part of 
the programa portion. Latter, Spitalny 
announced, was not only being 
broadcast on the entire NBC-Red 
network, but also being shortwaved 
to the armed forces abroad via 
Schenectady, N. Y., and Oakland, 
Calif. 


Spitalny has dedicated himself for 
the duration to entertaining the 
armed forces—and that also goes for 
all the girls. With the exception of 
transportation expenses, which Gen- 
eral Electric is defraying, the girls 
and Spitalny are themselves bearing 
the brunt. Outside of their salaries 
for the once-weekly broadcast, none 
is being paid for the army and naval 
encampment appearances. In fact, 
Spitalny turned down offers from 
USO-Camp Shows, Inc., to teur un- 
der its auspices and thus draw some 
compensation. 


That should also go for all the 
other name bands, Spitalny says. 
Making money nowadays should be 
the least important thing—‘making 
victory possible is all-important,’ he 
added. ‘What good will money do, 
anyhow, should the Axis triumph?’ 
is a question Spitalny aims at band- 
leaders who are financially able to 
do the same thing he’s doing. As 
for himself, Spitalny says he wouldn’t 
live under Hitler’s domination—‘as 
if I could if I wanted.’ 


When and wherever possible, Spi- 
talny will tour his band through the 
camps and play for other patriotic 
purposes.. Thus nine days ago (16) 
he played in a public park in Miami 
to more than 20,000 people for Bun- 
dies for Bluejackets. Everybody at- 
tending the concert, also hooked up 
to a GE broadcast, had to bring some- 
thing of use to sailors. He was sur- 
prised to see so many people bring- 
ing objects of more than intrinsic 
value, many toting several cartons 
of cigarettes when one pack would 
have been sufficient. Most touching, 
however, was the little old lady who 
was first line with a large box of 
cookies she had herself baked. 


Next Saturday (29) on the way 
north, Spitalny will bring his band 
to the Jacksonville, Fla. Naval 
Training Station, and the following 
day will play at nearby Camp Bland- 
ing, also doing his Sunday night 
broadcast from there. At Blanding, 
if he gets as big a turnout as he did 
at Camp Bragg, which has about the 
same number of soldiers, Spitalny 
may again play to 20,000 men, prob- 
ably doing four shows, He'll get 





another crack at tremendous audi- 
ences April 1, when he’s scheduled 
to appear at the Quantico, Va., ma- 





rine corp. base. 
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Mack Malone 
Sherry Cameron 
Maxine Lewis 
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Dick Thomas 
House of Murphy 
Fred Thompson 
Bob Murphy 
Reth Reynolds 
Frankie Gallagher 
Little Troc 


Dootsie Williams 
lena Horne 
Nick Draper Ore 





Bills Next’ Week 





ued from page 47 
Macambo Cafe Lois Andrews Jessel; Dorothy Deering 

Phil Ohman's Ore Charloteers Doris Abbott 

Palladium Bobby Johnson Jimmy Marr 
Claude Thornhill Or a Keim ae S b. <2 a 

on ona 
Pirates Den Mai & F Dearbos —— Fisher 
Grant Seas amara Doriva 

ng mtog Elvez Cortes 
Jack Gardner Estre — Jimmy Marr 
Helen Golden LaRoche & Reina | artini & Consuelo 
Nick Cochrane Ore | Buccaneers Pir-ettes (5) 

Seven Gane 7 Seas Hawalians O Tic-Too 

Steuben’s Tiny Bradshaw Orc 

Benny Kaha (Vienna BReom) Mae Wynn 4 

ie Bush Orc Lew Conrad Ore F Henderson Ore 


Puanani Mathews 
Princess Luana 
Chief Sautini 
Stanley Wheeler 
Charlie Openui 


Slapsy Maxies 
Ben Biue 


Joe Plumer Ore 
Streets of Paris 
Mead ‘Lux’ Lewis 
Evelyn Myers 
Wingy Manone Ors 
Swannee Inn 
Shelton Brooks, Jr 
Loumel Morgan 3 
Trinnon 
Bob Crosby Ore 
Trouville 
Mary Lee 
Jack Beekman 
Dorothy Dandridge 
Art Crippen Ore 


PITTSBURGH 


Arlington Lodge 
Phil Cavezza Ore 
June Gardner 
Bill Medio 

Balconades 
Babs Jeffrey 
A Fritsche Ore 
Bill Green’s 
Jimmy Gamble Ore 
Frances Page 

Blue Ridge Inn 
Serenaders 
A & M Brooks 
Cozy Harris 
Cornell Cooper 
Boogie-Weogie Club 
Boug Sherman 
Maxie Simon 
Harry Comorada 
Joey Klein 
Buddy Blaine 
J Comorada 

Club Petite 


Piccolo Pete Ore 
Patti Gene 
Del Rio & Dorothy 
Joe Reno 
Cork and Bottle 
Nelson Maples 
Colonial 
Ann du Pont Ore 
Eddie Peyton's 
Kenny Clark Ore 
51 Club 
Lyda Rodnok 
Max Tarshis 
Pat McCauley 
3 Adorables 
Sally Rice 
Hotel Fort Pitt 
Ken Bailey_ Ore 
Johnny Mitchell 
Harry Walton 
Jessie Wheatley 
Mete!l Hen 
(Sliver Grill) 
Dorothy Matthews 
Escorts 
(Gay 90's) 
Dorothy Nesbitt 
Hotel 7th Avenue 
Dave Gifford 
Swinging Strings 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Joe Vera 
Sam Bari 
Joe Petroselli 
John Bonguidi 





Hotel Schenley 


Billy Hinds Ore 
Joy Lind 


Hotel Wm Penn 
(Chatterbox) 


Sammy Watkins Orc 
Glenn Sterling 
(Continental Bar) 
Frank Andrin: 4 


Merry-Go-Rvand 
Howdy Baum Ore 


New Hilicrest 


Baddie Weitz Ore 
Gerry Richards 


Nixon Cafe 


Al Marisco Ore 
Bob Carter 
Knight Sis 
Bobby Beimar 
Kretlow Danc 
Orchard ino 
Rudy Gale Ore 


s 
Charlie Laun Ore 
Pines 
Den Rutter 
Bill LeRoy Ore 
Squirrel Coop 
Tiny Miller 
Joey Reynolds 
Dale Harkness 
Buddy Walsh 
Eddie Miller 
Billy Sloan 
Trelen 
Billy Yates Ore 


Yacht Club 
H Middleman Orc 
Bobby Pinkus 
Ruth Foster 
Sid Gold 
Bob Alda 
Phyllis Merrill 
Mack Pearson 
Nelson & Marsh 
Ginger Dulow 
Shirley Heller 

Sky-Vue 

Tommy Carlyn Ore 
Bette Smiley 

Unien (rill 
Sammy Walters 
Frank Natale 
Mike Sandreito 

Villa Madrid 
Etzi Covato Ore 
Mark Lane 
Peter Higgins 
Earl & J Leach 
Broadway Debs 


BOSTON 


Beachcomber 
Harry Morrissey Ore 
Chico Simone Ore 
Carel Dennison 
Marion Roberge. 
Jose & Mona 
Rob Sherman 
Louise Borday 
Beach-charmers (5) 

Blinstrub’s 


Peter Bodge Ore 
Boyd Heathen 
Faith Hope 
Charles & Celeste 
Billy & A St George 

Club Mayfair 
Ranny Weeks Ore 
Hal Roberts Ore 
Frances Faye 
Rex Webber 
Iris Ison 
De Maranvilles 
Boots McKenna Rey 

Club Vanity Fair 
Al Dickerman Orc 
Madel'e Harrington 
Stela Ray 

Cocoanut Grove 
Mickey Aipert Ore 
Don Rico Ore 
Buster Keim Rev 
Hilly Paine 
Madalyn White 
“anes a 

‘eledy Lounge) 
Gertrude Woodsum 
Herb Lewis 


Copley Plaza 
(Sheraton Room) 
Griff Williams 
Walter King rye 
Bob Kirk 
Dorothy Lewis 
—— LaMarr 
‘Merry-Go-Reu 
Mark Gtlbert 3 she 
Copley Square Hotel 
Al DeForrest 
Arthur Ward ms 
Crawfora House 
Freddy Rubin Ore 
Crawfordettes 
ay meith 
ony Corte 
Bob Coolidge . 
ay Thomas 


(Rhumba Casine 


3 Room) 
vonne Adair 
Jose Mona 
tron Lynn G 
Charles Wolk ore 
P Hi-Hat 
ete Herman Ore 





Frank Petty 
Hetel Bradford 
(Circus Keom) 
Jack Davis 
Lucille & J Maloney 


Hotei Brunswick 
(Bermuda Terrace) 
Gray Gordon Orc 
Hotel Essex 
Ken Travers Ore 
Jack Manning Ore 
Billy Kelly 
Ada Marova 
Bill Groin 
Vin Daley 
Jean Monti 
Sally Harris 
Hotel Fensgate 
(Satire Room) 
Anne Therese White 
Lucille & F Roberts 
Walter Boag 
Hotel Lenox 
Bob Hardy Ore 
Kay Ivers 
Hotel Mimerva 
Bunny MeVey Ore 
Barbara Douglass 
Hetel Somerset 
(Balinese Room) 
Dwight Fiske 
Warry Marshard O 
Hotel Statler 
(Terrace Reom) 
Leightog Noble Orc 
(Cafe Rouge) 
Salvy Cavicchio Ore 
Hotel .Vendome 
(Fife & Dram Em) 
Oscar Elgart Ore 
Jolene 
Ella Wilson 
Heien Douglass 
Helen Shepard 
Ken Club 
FParren Bros Orc 
Russ Howard 
Jerry & Lillian 
Latin Quarter 
Anthony Bruno (rr: 
Rhumboliers Orc 
Gus Van 
Billy Vine 
Estelle & Leroy 
jo Rogues 
P Remos Toy Boys 
{Leunge Bar) 
Hum & Strum 
Escudero & La Plato 


Rio Casino 


George Harris Ore 
Harry de Angelis O 
Helen Carrol 





Artini & Consuelo 
Ada Gonzales Trio 





Tremont Plaza 
Duke Loreazo Ore 


CLEVELAND 


Alpine Village 
Del Kay 
Willie Matthias Orc 
Bob Copfer 
Eldorado Club 
Jim MacKenzie Orc 
Freddie's Cafe 
Lola & Andre 
Larry Vincent 
Al Lackey Orc 
Charles, K Keene 
Roy Rodger 
Gourmet Club 
Royal Hawaiians O 
Jules "& Webb 
Hetel Allerton 
Henry Pildner Ore 
Hotel Carter 
Thixton Sprenger 
Charlies Wick Ore 
Barbara Parks 
Hotel Cleveland 
Art Jarret Orc 
Hotel Fenway Hall 
Kenneth Rasmussen 
Poison Gardner 
Coralli 





Hotel Hollenden 
Doraine & Ellis 
Novelle Bros 
Sylvia & Christian 
Vicki Nevada 
Bill McCune Ore 


Hotel Statler 
Clint Noble Orc 


La Conga Club 
Freddie Carlone Ore 


Lindsay’s Skybar 


King Cole 3 
Ray Raysor 
Sue Sanders 
Hal Simpson 
Pearl de Lucca 
Monaco’s Cafe 
Blaine, Elaine Bond 
Franc Reynolds 
Manny Landers Orc 
Regal Club 
Ducky Malvinm Ore 
700 Club 
Joey Bishop 
Roberta 
Evelyn Scott 
Hal Hall 
Hollie LaVelle 
Don Walsh Ore 


DETROIT 


Book-Cadillac Hotel 
(Book Casino) 


Meta Stauder 
Prank Gagen Ore 

(Motor Bar) 
Dick Rock 


Bowery 


3 Smoothies 

Joe Termini 

Kay Reda 

Kaye & Kaye 

6 Jitterbugs 

Guill Guili 

Don Arden Dane 

Johnny King 

Charlie Carliste 

Benny Resh Ore 
Casanova 

Jessica Garwood 

Delores LeMonte 

Al Daro 

Collins & Anita 

Sheila Woods 

Wm Hewitt 

Lee Walters Ore 
Club Congo 

Calloway Club Rev 

Larry Steele 

Margaret Watkins 

Billie Holiday 

Bob Parrish 

Congo Orc 

Ear! Dancer 

Anise & Aland 

Paul, Stim & Eddie 

Honi Coles 

Calloway Dane (6) 

Corktown Tavern 

Don Harris 

Hart & Allison 

Panchita Villa 

Phil Skillman Ore 


Frontier Ranch 


Dave Barnum 
Janeese 
Carlotta & Myers 
Clark & Van 
Rancherosa Ore 
Irving Spector 
Grand Terrace 
Gloria Parker Ore 
Earl Parchman 
Haymarket 
June Eldridge 
Phelps & Cuilenbine 
Hazel Kennedy 
Jack & Jill Carr 
Les Nichols 
Charmettes Ore 


Hund’s 
Sun Val Serenaders 
Londor Chop House 
Connie Barleau 
Chet Everhart 
Ruby Ore 

Club Mayfair 

Marty Joyce 
Carol Crane 
Mervin Jensen 
Dorothy Gerron 
Phil Olsen Ore 

Mickey’s 
Billy Meagher 
Charles & R Jenkins 
La Temple 
Ray Vincent 
Delores Lamont 
Mickeyettes 
Joe Banket Ore 

Neblolo’s 
Fay & Andre 


{Johnny Policy 


Laskey Sis 





Clem Hawkins 

Leonard See! Ore 
Northwood Inga 

Dale Rhodes 

Theresa Rudolph 

Don Amato 

Ray Carlin Ore 


Olde Wayne Club 


Howard Benedict O 
Jack London 


Palm Beach 
Pat Patterson 
Coralie & Kaye 
The Duquesnes 
John Le Bel 
Pauline Parks Gls 
Monnie Drake 
Don Pablo Ore 

Penobscot Club 
Patricia Willis 
Betty Allen 
Pamela Britton 
Guy Welch Ore 
Huck’s Redford inn 
Mac McGraw Orc 


Royale 
Tanner Sis 
3 Guesses 


Louise Glenn 

Howard Nichols 

M Faber Gls 

Aylene Mason 

Skeeter Palmer Ore 
Statler Hote) 


Pancho Ore 


Saks 
Olga Anton 
Pepito Co 


Taft-Kretlow Gls 

Harvey Stone 

Jack O'Neil 

Leonard See! Ore 
San Diego 

Gene Emerald 

Glenn Dale 

The Bordens 

Dotty Sloan 

Cliff Arvin 

A) Alexander Ore 
Stevadora 


Good & Goody 
Great Seigfreid 


Eddy Shepherd 
Jack Thomas Ore 
The Tropics 


Le Ray & Sharpe 
Lyle Carlyle Ore 
Dale Rhodes 
Ann Lee 

Vernes 
Carl Denny 
Mora ‘Wacky’ Kaye 
Hammond & Kenn’y 
Babe Moore 
Pee Wee Murray 
Jack Nelson Ore 


Whittier Hotel 
(Gold Cub Room) 


Herman Fine 
Wonder Bar 


Madelon Baker 
Manuel Lopez Ore 
Sammy Dibert Ore 


509 Club 
Dale Rhodes 
Di Giovanni 
Good & Goody 
Dottie Ard 
Jean Moore 
Joy & Juanita 
Delia & Drigo 


Horace Houck Ore 











Continued from page 20 


had return 


reservatior.s for flights 


yesterday (24) and today (25). 
William Goetz, of the Fox office, 


cloud-chased 
Mercury to the 


out 


ou American's 
West Coast, and 


Benny Goodman used the same line 
on his way to Phoenix, Ariz., to get 


himself married. 


Other Tr-~elers 


Others on American’s flying pull- 
mans were film editor Laird Creger, 


lin from L. A,, 


Josef Hofmann, 


pianist, who was L. A. bound from 
N. Y., and Rosemary Lane’: mother, 
who was scheduled out to the Coast 


yesterday (24). 


Transcontinental & Western Air’s 
flying carpets also wingec inward, 
some of the Hollywoud mob heading 


for the Kent bier, 





but 





; nim 





return res-" 


ervations were still unsettled’ at this 
scoring. 

Simone Simon was off to Colum- 
bia, O., on Friday (20) and back 
in town aga.in tne following day, 
apparently doing chores for a fash- 
ion house; Keith Davis, of Fred 
Waring’s Pennsylvantans, chose the 


TWA route for a short hop, and | 
Donald Ogden Stewart, of the Metro | 


script staff, has a TWA reservation 
from L. A. to N. Y. for Sunday (29). 

Lois Andrews Jesse] was back in 
town, arriving on a TWA star- 
streaker, to be met at the port by 
husband George Jessel: another 
TWA to L.A. traveler was Sir Cedric 
Hardwicke. 

Gaston de Pamcins, who authored 
the Eskimo yarn, ‘Kabloona’, was off 
to L. A. 


Cantor’s 25th Year 


<n Continued from page 2——_' 


reading, or what may be the partial 
or whole answer thereto, it’s a cinch 
that no longer must it boy-meets- 
loses-and-finally-again-meets girl for 
the finale. The iconoclastic refuta- 
tion of this time-honored show stand- 
ard is ‘Banjo Eyes,’ where Cantor 
meets the heroine, and then the boy- 
girl plot becomes subjugated to 
something else. 

Perhaps one answer is that, so long 
as they laugh, they’re well satisfied. 

They love Groucho Marx stepping 
out of character, and heart-to-heart- 
ing the customers, ‘I wonder if Will 
Hays will pass this.’ They like the 
tongue-in-cheek self-ribs, so long as 
it’s a laugh, of which the whole new 
cycle of Benny, Allen, Hope, Skelton, 
Fibber are prime examples. When 
the ‘Banjo Eyes’ heroine is being 
pursued and rassled with by Cantor, 
she ed libs, ‘Oh Ida!’—a departure 
from character and a hark-back to 
the realistic (where she implores the 
star’s real-life wife, Ida Cantor, come 
to her rescue )—and that’s the biggest 
laugh in the show. 

On the subject of laughs, and to 
support his critics of unimaginative 
manager, Cantor can’t see why they 
haven’t long since bought space and 
ballyhooed, 

‘Recreation is essential—F. D. R.’ 

The President has said that. Every 
factor in the war effort embraces 
some form or another of ‘morale; 
which is another way of saying di- 
version from the martially realistic. 

On the subject of morale, Cantor 
is impressed every day with the all- 
out self-sacrifice of his fellow folk 
in the theatre for the boys in the 
armed branches. It takes on sundry 
manifestations from the Stage Door 
Canteen to eamp_ entertainment. 
Just how difficult are some of the 
camp junkets was reprised once again 
by Cantor who recalled that even 
lesser towns like Trenton, N. J., and 
Gary, Ind., in World War I had big 
and smallitime vaudeville theatres; 
that it was much easier for talent 
playing local stands, doing only two 
or three shows a day, to hop out into 
camps for some free fun and enter- 











WHAT THEY THINK 





Three Months After Pearl Harbor 


Honolulu, T. H., March 5. 
Editor, ‘Variety’: 

Had no idea when I sent my last 
letter on to you (30 days after Pear! 
Harbor) it would have brought me 
116 letters to date, from all parts of 
the country, asking me to send in 
more news like it, but that would 
be impossible. Letters from people 
|I do not know, al] over the States, 
so one knows ‘Variety’ is well read. 
| Jack Kapp, pres. of Decca Rec- 
ords, sent me a letter that sounded 
ias though he were weeping, and 
‘another from Ben Cammack, foreign 
rep for RKO, another from Harry 
Brand (Fox) and many of the so- 
called lads who can take anything 
as it happens along. Anyway it 
| was reassuring to know they at least 
took time out of their busy lives to 
send along a letter to me, which 
will never be forgotten. Charlie 
Einfeld also. 


As you perhaps know, we had a 
ireturn engagement from one of the 
yellow bellies this week (three 
months after Pear] Harbor), and all 
we can say about their marksman- 
ship is they hit the Island anyway. 
It was a brilliant moonlight night 
when he started over, but when ke 
reached here a sudden heavy rain- 
storm and high winds and excep- 
tionally heavy cloud formation 
ruined his visibility, and result, he 
hit a high spot where he dropped 
his eggs, about three-quarters of a 
mile from where I work, but thank 
Divine Providence nc one was in- 
jured or damage done. Thirteen 
weeks after the first attack, Hawaii 
is ready to a man for them and, if 
they plan any more sneak attacks 
you may expect fragments of their 
outfits in New York. That’s how 
far we are ready to blow them to. 
| Restriction on liquor was lifted 
|here this past week and the first 
jthree days netted for Uncle Sam 
| $29,000 in fines. We are put on 
trial, and if it is to be abused it 
| will be denied for the entire dura- 
| tion, and this provost marshall is no 
softie, believe me. For blackouts 
land speeding during daylight he is 
equally as severe, and if you are 
arrested for any violation today, to- 
morrow you either pay or go bye- 
| bye. Liquor is rationed but one 
quart to a_person of kard liquor, 
or three quarts of wine each week, 
and the slightest infraction means 
destruction of your card. 


Clipper mail for all first class mat- 
ter is the only way to get mail here 
| reasonably early, all other second 
| class o.k, As yet I have not received 
| the Jan. 14th issue, and all of us 
here miss our magazines much. 
| Govt. only permits a drawing ac- 
,count from your bank of $200 per 
|month, no more, irregardless of who 
or what you are. So naturally it 
| slowed up hundreds. 
| Director John Ford 














is here on a 


politician who helped elect them and 
whose name appears bashfully on 
their City, County or State payroll 
'has made as great a contribution to 
| our way of life as the entertainer. 
The entire industry should protest. 
R. M. 
(Formerly An Entertainer, Now 
a Soldier in the U. S. Army) 
{Name withheld by request—Ed.) 





What Is a Comedian? 
Chicago. 
Editor, ‘Variety’: 

It seems there is considerable dif- 
ference of opinion about what a 
‘true comedian’ is. Some of the 
critics are saying, for instance, that 
Olsen and Johnson are not true 
comics but only showmen. 

So someone might decide how you 
tell a ‘true comedian’ from an arti- 
ficial one or a fake one. How about 
he who comes on the stage with a 
hundred different gadgets that do 
odd tricks? And the prattfall guy— 
is he just punishing himself? 

Are we to finally conclude that a 
‘true comedian’ is a fellow who has 
a mellow tone and character? A 
young guy can’t be a true comedian. 
He’s too fresh and artificial. It 
is really hard to understand what a 
real comedian is outside Victor 
Moore, Bobby Clark, Lew Dock- 


stadter and Will Rogers. 
Does anybody know what a real 
comedian is? 


Carl Peterson. 


Burley Verdict 


. 
ontinued from page 


theatre license and should be denied 
the opportunity to pervert a noble, 
cultural institutions to that purpose.’ 

In support of the license commis- 
sioner’s action in refusing to grant 
license renewal to the Gaiety and 
other burlesque theatres, all of which 
are now closed, were cv‘mitted af- 
fidavits from Robert W. Searle, gen- 
eral secretary of the Greater: New 
York Federation of Churches; Rev. 
Joseph A. McCaffrey, pastor of the 
Roman Catholic Church of the Holy 
Cross, and Rabbi Goldstein, on be- 
half of the Reformed Rabbis and the 
New York Board of Jewish Min- 
| isters. 

Testimony submitted in court by 
Police Commissioner Valentine was 
that there had been some 98 arrests 
|On various charges made in the 
| vicinity of the Gaiety theatre and of 
these there had been 50 convictions 
during the past 10 years. 


Mpls. Passes the Buck 
On Burlesk to Mayor 


Minneapolis, March 24. 
Refusing his request to refer come 
plaints against burlesque to its lie 
| cense committee ‘for appropriate ac- 
tion,’ the city council has tossed the 














tainment for the boys—-but now it|tour of duty with the navy and | hot potato of what to do about it 
means difficult hegiras from big|bought out the opening night of | pack into the lap of Mayor M. L. 


cities to distant camp sites for the 
same purpose, at cansiderable per- 
sonal physical and financial sacrifice. 
Cantor kudoses the showgirls of 
today, however, as having it all over 
the 1917-1918 Ziegfeld crop for ex- 
ample; and that also goes for the 
boys in the line of any musical com- 
edy. They can step as well as the 
Marilynn Millers and Jack Donahues 
of yesterday, lacking, of course, the 
stars’ charm and personality. But 
the talent is there; the training has 
been rigorous and they can do hoof- 
ing routines with the best of ’em. 
Cantor harks back to Eddie Dowl- 
ing, Ray Dooley, Johnny Dooley, Bert 
Williams, George LeMaire, 
Fox, Frank Tinney, Willie and Eu- 
gene Howard as a few who were with 
in one or another Ziegfeld or 
Winter Garden show. He cites these 


!as examples of the fullness of talent 


H’wood Notables 


in another era, as against the paucity 
of favorite fun-makers whom you 
can count on your hands—and that 
takes in the holdover stars like the 
Jolsons and Wynns and Jessels and 
Tuckers. 

Cantor, at 50, is a veteran of 35 
years in the theatre. The quarter- 
of-a-century stems from his Ziegfeld 
days. Before that he toured vaude- 
ville with the Gus Edwards acts, 
and, of course, was the ‘old boy’ of 
the troupes. He’d worried about 
timetables, railroad fares, etc. He’d 
buy the tickets. 





Rogers Jewelry Renews WHK 


Cleveland, March 24. 
Rogers Jewelry Co. has renewed 
its daily 15-minute news program 
over WHK for another year. 
The firm also renewed for the 
same period its 15-minute ‘Musical 
Gems’ broadcast of recorded music, 


which follows: the newscast. 


Harry | 


‘How Green Was My Valley’ at the 
| Waikiki theatre, and gave every 
|man in uniform the preference, just 
for them and their officers. 

The commandant has granted me 
|a very special privilege of a perma- 
| nent pass to go into the various hos- 
|pitals where there are, or would be, 
|any show lads confined. Seems he 
|has a tender spot in his heart for 
| ‘Variety’ and gets many a laugh out 
|of the slanguage used by the paper. 
| He got one of the gobs who was a 
|hoofer and an all-round trouper to 
,decode it, as he put it. So, when 
iI get an opportunity, I shall make 
|the rounds. 
| My ecard arrived o.k. thanks, and 
please know correspondence is 
|about the only thing we may look 
forward to here. Before 
would not at all surprise me if pri- 
vate autos were also. asked to be 
racked for the duration. 

Mabel Thomas. 








Short Memories Indeed 
New York. 
| Editor, ‘Variety’: 

In the N. Y. Times, Feb. 7, Repre- 
sentatives Hoffman, Bennett, Faddis, 
Taber and Curtis are quoted as hav- 
ing slurred the theatrical industry. 
This was ir connection with their re- 
fusal to appropriate civilian defense 
funds for work done and to be done 
| by members of the theatrical pro- 
| fession. 

Have they forgotten Carole Lom- 
bard so soon? Have they forgotten 





fense Bonds, Red Cross, Tuberculosis, 
Infantile Paralysis, British, Russian, 
Chinese, Finnish, French and Greek 
relief agencies? 
that entertainers are used to cement 
Latin-American relations? 

Do ‘you think the 





irrerroachable 


long, it | 


that entertainers raise money for De- | 


Have they forgotten | 


| Kline. The aldermen adopted a reso- 
| lution suggesting that the police de- 
| partment, headed officially by the 
;} mayor, take action ff the burlesque 
theatres are violating the law. It 
was declared ‘this’ belongs distinctly 
in the mayor’s department. 

Mayor Kline had brought the mat- 

ter to the council’s attention in a 
letter containing a police department 
n.orals’ squad report asserting that 
a show witnessed at the Lewis-Gill- 
'man Gayety, burlesque, was ‘lewd 
and indecent’ and that complaints 
also had been received regarding the 
type of performance at the Hirsch- 
Katz Alvin, two-a-day burlesque 
house. A number of aldermen, how- 
ever, defended the Alvin, asserting 
they had attended performances 
| there and not cnly had seen nothing 
wrong, but also had enjoyed the 
shows. 

The mayor’s reluctance to act him- 
self and his apparent desire to pass 
the buck to the council] for possible 
revocation of the theatres’ licenses 
may be due to a doubt whether the 
courts would sustain police action in 
closing the houses. It also may be 
due to the fact that two previous 
mayors, who barred shows in Min- 
neapolis, were defeated at the next 
election, coincidentally or otherwise. 





Portiand’s Drive 
Portland, Ore., March 24, 

Portland’s drive against obscene 
shows continues. The city council 
has ordered Harry L. Akins, man- 
ager of the Gaiety, to show cause 
why the theatre’s license should not 
be revoked. it’s accused of per- 
mitting obscene shows. 

The Star, burlesque, was forced 
| to surrender its license Feb. 27, but 
|the theatre reopened last week un- 
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PARAMOUNT THEATRE 


TUES 6QU. uew yoRR 


@erved ares @-? 


Your appearances here 
hove always assured us of a 
top gross and a splendid 
show. . . Your last™appear 
once resulted in three 
of the biggest weeks of the 
yeor 


Exclusive Management 
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